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tionofhowaccurate the histor-
ical narrativesare.

There’s been a lot of rethinking
of that in the last several de-
cades, in particular. Since the
1960s but especially the 1980s
and into the 1990s, we're get-
ting greater challenges to that
dominant Western narrative,
but it still prevails. That West-
ern narrative has been prev-
alent for so long and has been
spread so farand sowide.It’s so
deeply entrenched in the psy-
che of so many peoples around
the world that it’s really tak-
ing a great deal of time to try
to challenge it and to revise it,
even though we’re working on
revisingit.

[willjustend mythoughtsbyre-
ferringto Tamim Ansary’s 2009
book ‘A History of the World
through Islamic Eyes’, where
he challenges these kinds of
narratives, as many other peo-
ple do. Ansary talks about dif-
ferent reasons why the Middle
Eastern, Chinese, Indian, and
East Asian civilizations — he
doesn’t deal as much with Afri-
ca — went in the way that they
did, and it’s not a decline para-

digm; It'sinterpretedaccording
to their own internal needs and
conditions and the context in
which theywere.

When you interpret history ac-
cording to the context of each
society, it comes out different-
ly. It will be very vague, broad,
and simplistic unless we go into
deeper details. That’s a broad
summary ofit.

You gave a general idea of
what is the alternative way of
interpreting history that you
are proposing. I'm sure our
readers can follow up on the
matter since you gave the ref-
erences.

I'll just add that, for instance, if
you interpret the concept of a
renaissance in a strictly Euro-
pean way, it yields a particular
expected outcome, which is
again, Scientific Revolution, En-
lightenment, etc. Butit'sa Euro-
pean Renaissance.

If the idea of Renaissance is a
kind of revival of culture, sci-
ence, technology, and these
kinds of things and you inter-
pret that idea of revival within

the context of particular soci-
eties and civilizations, then it
yields different outcomes as in
what it means to those people.
You can interpret, for instance,
the Industrial Revolution as
more of an unexpected lucky
chance.

Necessity was the mother of
invention. It involved some ran-
domness. It involved some ran-
dom unexpected discoveries
that were stumbled upon. They
weren't as if it was all the just
sheer brilliance of these people
sittingaround, thinkingall of this
through, conceptualizing, and
coming up. It was the needs of
the moment. The increase in coal
production in Britain, the lack
of wood, the need for a new fuel
source, and things like thatdrove
the desperate search. At the right
moment and in the right time,
these pieces came together in
Britain, in particular at this time.
But they were also drawing off of
previousscholarships.

But you didn’t have this same
set of historical circumstanc-
es in China or the Middle East
that would require that kind of
productionand developmentof

thattechnology. It wasn’t there.
They didn’t have a need for it.
They didn’t have a need for free
market capitalism and these
kinds of things. So, all of this
was needed in western society,
much ofwhichwasrandom, too.
The last thing I'll say is the vio-
lence in relation to the military
conquest and military tech-
nology — that facilitated the
rise of the West and the domi-
nance of other societies — is a
major issue. The exploitation
of those other societies and
their resources are very harsh
realities that expedited the
rise of the West in other ways
than the idea of a brilliant, ad-
vanced culture and civilization
that has progressed ahead of
everybody else because of its
superior ways. Thatnarrative is
challenged by all of these other
ideas that then force us to rein-
terpretthehistoriesofthe other
people and how we understand
their decline and their ability to
advance and to develop in their
own trajectories within their
own context.
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About the book:

Reason, Revelation and Law in Islamic

and Western Theory and History

This book engages the diverse meanings and interpretations of Islamic
and Western law which have affected people and societies across the
globe, past and present, in correlation to the epistemological ground-
ings of those meanings and interpretations. The volume takes a dis-
tinctively comparative approach, advancing dialogue on crucial trans-
national and global debates over the history of Western and Islamic
approaches to law, politics and society and their relevance for today. It
discusses how fundamental concepts are understood and even trans-
lated from one historical or political context or one semantic domain
to another. The book provides focused studies of key figures and theo-
ries ina manageable, accessible format useful for specialized academic

coursesandresearchaswellas generalaudiences.




