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MP urges 
Foreign 
Ministry to 
play more 
active role in 
FATF case
An Iranian lawmaker 
urged the Foreign Ministry 
to play a more active role 
in the case of Iran’s pos-
sible accession to the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force 
(FATF).
Shahriar Heydari, a mem-
ber of the Iranian Parlia-
ment’s National Security 
and Foreign Policy Com-
mittee, said both acces-
sion and non-accession to 
the FATF will entail conse-
quences, according to Iran 
Front Page.
“I believe that the Foreign 
Ministry should be more 
active in the FATF project 
and convince the Expedi-
ency Council, Parliament 
and public opinion” in that 
regard, the lawmaker said.
As of June 2022, Iran, 
along with North Korea 
and Myanmar, was on the 
FATF’s blacklist. The FATF 
also recently suspended 
Russia’s membership.
Iran has endorsed all but 
two FATF conventions on 
the grounds that approv-
ing those protocols would 
endanger the country’s ef-
forts to circumvent illegal 
U.S. sanctions imposed on 
its economy.
The global money launder-
ing and terrorism financ-
ing watchdog is based in 
France and is heavily influ-
enced by the United States 
and its sanctions polices 
against other countries.
It has agreed to a demand 
by the U.S. to toughen rules 
and regulations vis-à-vis 
Iran because the country 
has been evading sanc-
tions imposed by Wash-
ington.
Iran is under no sanctions 
by the UN since it signed 
a major agreement with 
world powers on its nucle-
ar program in 2015.
Tehran came under U.S. 
secondary sanctions after 
Washington pulled out of 
the nuclear agreement in 
2018.

The report  added that only 
parts of a recent defense 

agreement 
with Syria 

were being publicized.
The agreement, aimed 
at maintaining regional 
peace and stability, was 
made during a recent visit 
to Iran by Syria’s Air Force 
commander who met with 
Iran’s Defense Minister Mo-
hammad Reza Ashtiani in 
Tehran. 
Israel has been carrying out 
airstrikes against military 
positions in Syria over the 
past decade, targeting Syr-
ian troops as well as allied 
forces helping Damascus 
fighting terrorist and mili-
tant groups.  
Israel has also in recent 
months intensified strikes 
on Syrian airports and air-
bases to disrupt the coun-
try’s allies’ increasing use of 
aerial supply lines to deliver 
arms to Syria and Lebanon.

Iran’s nuclear chief said 
a nuclear power plant in 
the southwestern prov-
ince of Khuzestan aims 
to generate 2,000 mega-
watts of electricity, defy-
ing decades of sanctions 
that have targeted the 
country’s peaceful nucle-
ar program.
Head of the Atomic En-
ergy Organization of Iran 
(AEOI) Mohammad Es-
lami said on Friday that 
the Karun nuclear power 
plant in Darkhovein Dis-
trict in Shadegan County 
of the southwestern prov-
ince of Khuzestan will 
produce 300 megawatts 
of electricity in the pre-
liminary phase, Press TV 
reported. 
He said the AEOI will si-
multaneously follow other 
phases with the purpose 
of making the utmost use 
of the capacity in Dark-
hovein District.
“Enemies tried to break 
our will through sanc-

tions and did not cooper-
ate with us regarding the 
construction of nuclear 
power plant even after 
many years,” the Iranian 
nuclear chief said. How-
ever, he said, the organiza-
tion developed the project 
by relying on domestic ca-
pabilities.
In December, Eslami inau-
gurated the construction 
operation of Karun, saying 
the government is moving 
towards the production of 
low-cost energy and fuel, 
and the development of 
nuclear power plants is 
on the agenda of the AEOI.
According to reports, the 
power plant is of a pres-
surized water reactor 
(PWR) type and, with a 
capacity of producing 300 
megawatts of electricity, 
it is to be built on a land 
of approximately 50 hect-
ares in the vicinity of the 
Karun River.
In recent years, Iranian 
scientists have made re-

markable progress in the 
field of peaceful nuclear 
technology despite tough 
sanctions imposed by the 
West.
Elsewhere in his  re-
marks, Eslami said global 
arrogance has imposed 
sanctions in the atomic 

energy sector since the 
victory of the 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution in Iran 
to hinder the country’s 
nuclear technology prog-
ress. He said the AEOI has 
in recent years decided 
to pursue the construc-
tion of a 360-megawatt 

power plant, which was 
registered by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). Foreign 
firms had plans to design 
and build it but it was 
not implemented due to 
sanctions against Iran, he 
said.

Iran building 2,000MW 
nuclear power plant: Nuclear chief

Officials need to pursue Iran’s water right 
from Hirmand river: MP 

E X C L U S I V E
An Iranian lawmaker has 
urged the country’s offi-
cials, especially those of 
the Foreign Ministry, to 
immediately find a solu-
tion for the water shortage 
in southeastern province of 
Sistan and Baluchestan and 
negotiate with new rulers 
of neighboring Afghani-
stan to pursue the issue 
of Iran’s water rights from 

the Hirmand river which is 
known as Helmand in Af-
ghanistan. 
In an interview with Iran 
Daily, Esmaeil Hosseinze-
hi said the Taliban group, 
which has been in power 
in Afghanistan since 2021, 
has not given Iran's water 
right from the river in the 
past years. The issue has 
caused a severe water cri-
sis in Sistan and Baluches-
tan Province.
Under a 1973 treaty signed 
with Iran on water alloca-
tions from Hirmand, Af-
ghanistan is obliged to give 
Iran's share of water from 
the river. However, it has 
not been respected by the 
Afghan officials in recent 
years. 
Hosseinzehi also warned 
that Hamoun wetland in 
the province is also fac-
ing the danger of drought 
which would cause envi-
ronmental problems not 

only for Iran, but also for 
other regional countries. 
Hirmand river is the main 
source of water supply to 
the lake.
The Iranian lawmaker 
said that Hamoun wetland 
has been the main source 
of the drinking water for 
many cities in Sistan and 
Baluchestan Province in 
recent years. But, the new 
circumstances have cre-
ated severe water crisis 
for the people across the 
province.
Referring to the agricultur-
al and industrial capacities 
of Sistan and Baluchestan 
Province, Hosseinzehi said 
that the water shortage has 
become a problem for ex-
ploitation of these capaci-
ties in such a way that the 
province is not able to use 
them despite having abun-
dant mineral reserves. The 
water shortage has also 
made many people leave 

the province.
He also pointed to the gov-
ernment's efforts to trans-
fer water from the Sea of 
Oman to the province to 
resolve its water shortage. 
But, the parliamentarian 
said the implementation 
of the project takes time 
and that the government 
should exercise other op-
tions, including the pur-
suing of Iran’s water right 
from the Hirmand river. 
Hosseinzehi also pointed 
to the construction of the 
Kamal Khan Dam on the 
Hirmand river in Afghani-
stan, which has restricted 
the flow of water into Iran. 
It has been about five years 
now that no water from Af-
ghanistan and the Hirmand 
river has reached the lake. 
In the past ,  the river 
flowed in both Afghanistan 
and Iran, but after the sep-
aration of Herat Province 
from Iran in 1857 under 

the Paris Treaty and the 
refusal of the Afghan rul-
ers to give Iran’s water 
right, the Hirmand river 
has been one of the most 
important political, social 
and environmental issues 
between the two neighbor-
ing countries. 
The Iranian lawmaker 
warned if the government 
does not immediately act 
on the water shortage situ-
ation in the province, peo-
ple will face many prob-
lems in the near future.
He asked the Foreign Min-
istry to use the capacity 
of the tribes in Sistan and 
Baluchestan Province to 
negotiate with the Taliban 
authorities.
Hosseinzehi advised the 
officials to trust the tribes 
and their connections with 
their counterparts in Af-
ghanistan in a bid to gain 
the country’s rights. It will 
surely yield good results. 
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White House: Russia may send fighter jets to Iran
The White House on Friday said 
it believed Moscow might pro-
vide Iran with fighter jets and 
other military equipment, White 
House national security spokes-
man John Kirby said.
Kirby told reporters the United 
States had information that Rus-
sia has offered “unprecedented 
defense cooperation” includ-
ing on missiles, electronics and 
fighter jets, according to Reuters.
He said Iran was also seeking to 
purchase attack helicopters, ra-
dars and combat trainer aircraft. 
Media reports, citing military 
experts, said last December that 
Russia will soon provide a com-
plete squadron of Sukhoi Su-35 

fighter jets to Iran, Press TV re-
ported. 
The development will likely fur-
ther rile up the West as Tehran 
and Moscow deepen their de-
fense and economic cooperation 
in defiance of sweeping sanc-
tions and coercive measures.
Media reports said 24 units 
of the twin-engine and su-
per-maneuverable aircraft, a 
fourth-generation fighter jet 
designed primarily for air supe-
riority roles, will be supplied to 
Iran.
It is believed that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Air Force (IRIAF) 
Tactical Air Base (TAB) 8 in the 
central Iranian city of Isfahan 

will accommodate some of the 
combat aircraft.
Iran hasn’t acquired any new 
fighter aircraft in recent years, 
excluding a few Russian MiG-29 
Fulcrum fighters it bought in the 
1990s.
Besides the MiG-29, IRIAF 
mainly uses locally modified 
F-4 Phantom II, F-14 Tomcat, 
and F-5E/F Tiger II planes from 
the 1970s that the toppled US-
backed Pahlavi regime received 
before the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion.
Iran and Russia have signed 
major deals in recent months 
to boost their economic, trade, 
energy and military cooperation.
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