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whole history of the UN and its close
connection, in its origins especially, to
the Western colonial imperial powers.
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict also
plays a non-exclusive but significant
roleinterms ofhowthe UN used to, es-
pecially in the beginning and the first
several decades, be pro-Israel. They
favored and supported Israel over the
Palestinian Arab Muslims.

So, the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, which was formulated
as an instrument, hasn’t done much
good for the Islamic world. In fact, to
the contrary, there’s hypocrisy in the
application of the ideals and values of
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rightswhenitcomestothe UNand the
rest of the international community
and how they treat Islamic societies
at different times in different places,
including the Palestinians and many
others in Iran in the international re-
lations.

There are a couple of other volumes
I'll mention here. Ann Elizabeth Mayer
published abookin 1991 —anew edi-
tionofwhich cameoutin2019 —titled
‘Islam and Human Rights: Tradition
and Politics’ which deals with this, too.
And then, Anver M. Emon, who co-ed-
ited this volume that we'’re talking
about now, he and M. S. Ellis and B.
Glahn have co-edited a volume called
‘Islamic Lawand International Human
Rights Law: Searching for Common
Ground’, which was released in 2012.
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[justrefertothese volumes for further
detailsonthe subject.

This is just my personal view: as a
global community, we live in the same
world, you and [, Iran and the US and
China and Russia and Zimbabwe. We
have to get along and maintain peace
and coexistence somehow so that
we're not going to destroy ourselves.
Ideally, I would think that all people
would desire peace and coexistence as
much aspossible.

In order to facilitate that, we need
some kind of Universal Declaration of
Human Rights that we can all come to
agree on. How are we going to achieve
that? Where is it going to come from?
My response is that [ understand that
the UN Declaration has had many
problems historically. But we can re-
vise, and we can readjust. We can rec-
ognize problems and try to fix them.
In other words, we don’t have to just
completely throw something away
and start anew because the question
becomes, “Where and how and when
arewe goingto startanew?”

My own perspective on this is that we
need it. Criticizing it is perfectly fair
and okay. But we need to work with
that somehow, some way as a human
community and continue to work on
revising it. So, when and where’s that
goingto happenare my questions.

TO BE CONTINUED

Oh, absolutely. Or it was about mental
issues. He or she was mentally abnor-
mal. So, they separate them as individ-
ual cases that are unique and different
and they preserve the common, theide-
alof society, thenorm.

Right. And it’s not religiously tied. It’s
not because of their religious fanat-
icism. I will say, though, we have had
certainly the Ku Klux Klan in Ameri-
can history and the like. So, now more
broadly, there is this whole problem of
white supremacy as an explicitly artic-
ulated position and organized groups
who identify as white supremacists,
white nationalists, etc. So, this has now
become more of anissue, and itis being
pursued and labeled as domestic ter-
rorisminthe United States.So,thereare
efforts, Imustsay, to try to be consistent
and treatthesekinds ofthings.

Buthere again, you're dealing with hav-
ing proof that identifies these people
explicitly with these kinds of extremist
groups. Unless you have thatkind of ex-
plicit proof, then you can’t prosecute,
blame, oraccuse them.

So, there’s still a bias there. Nobody im-
mediately assumes a white person is a
white supremacist when they commita
crime like amass shooting, drivinga car
into somewhere, bombing a building,
or something like that. They wait un-
til they maybe find evidence, and then
people be like, “Oh my God, he or she
is a white supremacist terrorist.” Butin
the Muslim’s case, it’s almost immedi-

ate, “Oh, they are Muslim terrorists. It's
theirIslamicideologyandtheologythat
are driving them in this extreme way.”
So, there’s still a major discrepancy in
the way that it’s perceived, responded
to,and treated.

I'm in the process of publishing an-
other book, which is actually two vol-
umes. It's hopefully going to be pub-
lished here within the next year or
so. The book is on Mosaic and Sharia
law in American national history and
identity. My whole query is about how
Mosaic Law as well as Sharia law have
manifested in American history and
national identity and how it has influ-
enced orimpacted them.

One of the things I talk about in there
is this United Nations issue. Karim H.
Karim and Mahmoud Eid co-edited a
volume back in 2014 called ‘Reimag-
ining the Other: Culture, Media, and
Western-Muslim Intersections’. They
talkalittle bitabout this problem of the
United Nations Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and why Islamic soci-
etiesrejected itas farasIknow.It’s con-
nected to the broader problem of why
many Islamic societies reject the Unit-
ed Nations as a whole as a legitimate
governing body in the world because
it was founded by Western powers af-
ter World War Two for mainly Western
purposes, and it's been dominated by
Western powers, so to speak, although
China has been a major player, espe-
ciallyinrecent times. Butit’s tied to this
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Reason, Revelation and Law in Islamic

and Western Theory and History

This book engages the diverse meanings and interpretations of Islamic
and Western law which have affected people and societies across the
globe, past and present, in correlation to the epistemological ground-
ings of those meanings and interpretations. The volume takes a dis-
tinctively comparative approach, advancing dialogue on crucial trans-
national and global debates over the history of Western and Islamic
approaches to law, politics and society and their relevance for today. It
discusses how fundamental concepts are understood and even trans-
lated from one historical or political context or one semantic domain
to another. The book provides focused studies of key figures and theo-
ries ina manageable, accessible format useful for specialized academic
coursesandresearchaswellas generalaudiences.
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