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Dmitry Medvedev, deputy chairman of Russia’s Security Council
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The Chinese balloon drifts to the ocean after being shot down off the coast 
in Surfside Beach, South Carolina, US, on February 4, 2023.
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Palestinians participate in a mass rally in the occupied West Bank on February 24, 2023, in condemnation of the brutal Israeli 
military raid on the northern West Bank city of Nablus.
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West Bank, Gaza rally to slam Israel's 
deadly raid in Nablus
“We salute all proud 
Palestinians, who came 

o n t o 
s t r e e t s 

early on Friday to turn 
entire Palestinian terri-
tories into a den of lions 
in response to the Nab-
lus massacre,” Haniyeh 
pointed out.
Meanwhile, the Coun-
cil of the Arab League 
has condemned Israeli 
crimes against Palestin-
ians and demanded the 
provision of internation-
al protection to the op-
pressed nation.
The council decried the 
large-scale Israeli crimes 
— classified as crimes 
against humanity and 
war crimes under inter-
national humanitarian 
law — against Palestin-
ian people and called on 
the international com-
munity to implement 

resolutions related to the 
protection of Palestinian 
civilians, especially the 
UN Security Council Res-
olution 904 (1994), UNSC 
Resolution 605 (1987) 
and UN General Assem-
bly Resolution 10/20- 
RES/ES (201) on the pro-
tection of the Palestinian 
civilian population.
It urged international in-
stitutions to adopt prom-
ising measures for the 
protection of Palestin-
ians and form a practical 
and effective mechanism 
to implement the United 
Nations General Assem-
bly (UNGA) resolution.
The council also called 
upon the UN Security 
Council to shoulder its 
responsibilities in terms 
of defending internation-
al security and peace, 
take immediate effective 
actions to halt all Israe-

li crimes and practices, 
and put an end to the 
illegal Israeli occupation 
of Palestinian territories.
Over the past months, 
Israel has ramped up 
attacks on Palestin-
ian towns and cities 
throughout the occupied 
territories.
As a result of these at-
tacks, dozens of Palestin-
ians have lost their lives 
and many others have 
been arrested. 
The United Nations 
marked 2022 as the 
deadliest year for Pales-
tinians in the West Bank 
in 16 years.
Israeli forces killed at 
least 171 Palestinians 
in the West Bank and 
occupied East Al-Quds 
last year, including more 
than 30 children, while 
at least 9,000 others 
were injured.
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Former Russian president 
Dmitry Medvedev said 
the only way for Russia to 
ensure lasting peace with 
Ukraine is to push back the 
borders of hostile states, 
even as far as the frontiers 
of NATO member Poland, 
while Moldova’s leaders 
rejected the possibility of 
being targeted by Russia.
Medvedev, now deputy 
chairman of Russia’s Secu-
rity Council, made the re-
marks a year after Moscow 
sent tens of thousands of 
troops into Ukraine to pro-
tect Russian speakers and 
ensure its own security, Al 
Jazeera wrote.
“Victory will be achieved. 
We all want it to happen as 
soon as possible. And that 
day will come,” Medvedev 
stated in the comments of 
a message on his Telegram 
account on Friday.
He predicted that tough 
negotiations with Ukraine 
and the West would cul-
minate in “some kind of 
agreement”.
But he said that deal 

would lack “fundamental 
agreements on real bor-
ders” and not amount to 
an overarching European 
security pact, making it vi-
tal for Russia to extend its 
borders now.
“That is why it is so im-
portant to achieve all the 
goals of the special mil-
itary operation. To push 
back the borders that 
threaten our country as 
far as possible, even if they 
are the borders of Poland,” 
said Medvedev.
Poland shares long eastern 
borders with Ukraine and 
with Russia’s ally Belar-
us, and a frontier of some 
200km (125 miles) in its 
northeastern corner with 
the Russian exclave of Ka-
liningrad.
Any encroachment on Po-
land’s borders would bring 
Russia for the first time 
into direct conflict with 
NATO.
US President Joe Biden 
pledged in a speech in 
Warsaw this week to de-
fend “every inch” of NATO 
territory if it was attacked.
In his state-of-the-nation 

speech earlier this week, 
the Russian president an-
nounced the suspension 
of a nuclear arms treaty 
with the US and blamed 
the government in Kyiv for 
taking the Ukrainian peo-
ple “hostage” and failing 
to address their needs.
“They [Ukrainian government] 
intend to transform a lo-
cal conflict into a phase of 
global confrontation,” Pu-
tin said on Tuesday.
“We will react according-
ly because, in this case, 
we are talking about the 
existence of our country.”

Moldova dismisses 
Russian ‘psy-ops’
Moldova’s leaders have 
rejected Russian claims 
that Ukraine is planning 
to attack the country’s 
breakaway pro-Russian 
territory and called for 
calm.
Russia’s Defence Ministry 
earlier said that Ukrainian 
saboteurs,  dressed as 
Russian troops, would 
attack from Transnistria, 
according to BBC.
“The defence ministry be-

lieves it is an element of 
a psychological operation 
rather than a real plan,” 
said Moldova’s State Sec-
retary Valeriu Mija.
Moldovan President Maia 
Sandu, on a visit to neigh-
bouring Romania, spoke 
of unprecedented security 
challenges ahead.
Moldova is not part of 
NATO but last June it was 
awarded the EU candidate 
status on the same day as 
Ukraine, bringing it one 
step closer to joining the 
bloc.
Earlier this week the 
Moldovan leader met US 
President Joe Biden, who 
promised to support her 
country’s sovereignty.
However, on Moldova’s 
eastern flank lies a narrow 
strip of land called Transn-
istria, between the Dnies-
ter river and the Ukrainian 
border.
This breakaway region has 
a contingent of Russian 
peacekeepers, and Mos-
cow has warned that any 
threat to its security will 
be treated as an attack on 
Russia itself.

China’s foreign ministry said 
on Friday that the United States 
had refused to reply to a Chinese 
request for information on the 
balloon that it had shot down off 
the coast of South Carolina earlier 
this month.
The Chinese balloon, which Bei-
jing denies was a government spy 
vessel, spent a week flying over 
the United States and Canada be-
fore President Joe Biden ordered 
it to be shot down, according to 
Reuters.

The episode strained further ties 
between Washington and Beijing, 
leading America’s top diplomat to 
postpone a trip to China.
“The United States, from the re-
covery of the (balloon) remains to 
the analysis of the (balloon) de-
bris, has completely acted on its 
own and in a surreptitious man-
ner,” Chinese Foreign Ministry’s 
Spokesperson Wang Wenbin told 
a regular briefing.
“China early on through protect-
ed consular channels clearly de-

manded the United States notify 
(China) on the progress (of recovery 
of the balloon), but the United States 
refused to respond.”
China said that the alleged spy 
balloon is a civilian airship used 
for meteorological purposes and 
that it was accidentally blown off 
course into US airspace.
The United States has said a Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation Lab-
oratory in Virginia is analysing 
debris from the balloon for “coun-
terintelligence exploitation.”

Australia 
reassures 
Thailand over 
nuclear subs

Two 
Pakistanis 
leave Gitmo 
after 20 years 
without 
charges

AFP – Australia’s Defence 
Minister aimed to reas-
sure Thailand on Friday 
that plans to acquire a new 
fleet of nuclear submarines 
would enhance “collective 
security” in the region af-
ter neighbouring countries 
voiced concerns.
Australia has been weigh-
ing whether it wants the 
United States or Britain 
to supply the new nuclear 
subs, with Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese expected 
to announce a decision in 
Washington next month at a 
meeting with both countries’ 
leaders.

AL JAZEERA – Officials 
from the United States 
have returned two Pa-
kistani brothers to their 
home country after hold-
ing them for 20 years with-
out charges at the Guanta-
namo Bay military prison.
Abdul, 55, and Mohammed 
Rabbani, 53, were the lat-
est inmates to be released 
from US custody as the US 
moves towards emptying 
and shutting down the 
prison.

White 
supremacists 
dominate 
extremism-
related US 
murders
REUTERS – Mass shoot-
ings in the United States 
accounted for most ex-
tremism-related fatalities 
last year in the country 
with over 80% of those 
murders committed by 
white supremacists, data 
released by the Anti-Def-
amation League (ADL) 
showed on Thursday.
The advocacy group la-
beled 25 murders in 2022 
as “extremist-related,” 
with 18 of those “commit-
ted in whole or part for 
ideological motives.”
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