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Joint committee
to probe
schoolgirls’
poisonings:

I
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Asenior Iranian lawmaker
said afact-finding commit-
tee consisting of represen-
tatives of Parliament and
the government traveled
to the holy city of Qom on
Monday to investigate the
poisoningofschoolgirls.
Ahmad Amirabadi told
ICANA News that the com-
mittee seeksto “findaclear
answer” about the cause of
the poisonings.

Since late November, hun-
dredsof casesofrespiratory
poisoning have been re-
ported amongschoolgirlsin
Qom and the western city of
Borujerd, with some need-
inghospital treatment.
Last week, Prosecutor
General Mohammad Jafar
Montazeri ordered a ju-
dicial probe into the inci-
dents.

On Monday, Deputy Judi-
ciary Chief Mohammad
Mossaddeq said the prose-
cutor of Qom had “serious-
ly” investigated the issue
but had failed to achieve a
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Currently there are 20 coun-
tries that have asked Iran to
provide them with medicine
and medical equipment, an-
nounced Iran’s minister of
health.

“Also, Syriaand Irag haveac-
cepted our Pharmacopoeia
(a book containing direc-
tions for the identification
of compound medicines),’
said Bahram Einollahi, ac-
cordingtoIRNA.

On the sidelines of the first
fair of knowledge-based
products in the field of
food, medicine, and med-
ical equipment, held in

Tehran’s Imam Khomeini
Mosalla, the minister added,
“The health care field of our
country is one of our major
achievements and it has
brought us many honors in
theworld.”

Einollahi noted that before
the Islamic Revolution, Iran
was completely dependent
on the West, adding, “Un-
qualified doctors were prac-
ticing in Iran and many pa-
tients were sent abroad for
treatment.”

According to the minister of
health, the total number of
Iran’s medical students was

180,000, and the country
was completely dependent
onthe Westintermsofphar-
maceuticals, whereas after
the revolution many chang-
es were made and immense
progress achieved, so much
so that today Iran is one of
the leading countries in the
field ofhealth.

“Today, we have 67 depart-
ments of medical sciences,
850 research centers,and 25
departments of pharmacol-
ogy. Our greatest resource
is our human resources; we
needtousetheirpotential.”
He went on to add that since

immediately after the revo-
lution, the enemies waged
an all-out war against our
country, adding, “As we
witness that through war,
inciting protest, and impos-
ing sanctions, they are after
damagingourrevolution.”

Einollahi proclaimed sanc-
tions a source of inspira-
tion for independence and
self-reliance,adding, “Today,
many countrieswanttohave
friendlyrelations withus.”

The minister of health men-
tioned Iran’s plans to form
a health league, and added,
“We had a fruitful session

20 countries want Iran’'s medicine

and medical equipmen}

with Zimbabwe officials,
and had mutual negotia-
tions with 10 countries in
Geneva. Also, 20 countries
now want our pharmaceu-
tical products and medical
equipment.”

Iranians are ready to hold
scientific seminars at a re-
gional level, he further not-
ed, adding that the Islamic
Republic plans to export
medicines and medical
equipment.

Iranis producing 99 percent
of medicines and 40 percent
of medical equipment do-
mestically, Einollahisaid.

result.

Jalal Rashidi, the chair-
man of the parliamentary
committee on internal se-
curity, said the “serial poi-
sonings” had been “inten-
tional” and “directed from
abroad”.

A deputy governor of Lo-
restan Province, where
Borujerd is located, told
IRNA on Monday that a
“more thorough investi-
gation” is required after
some students at two girls’
schools in the city were

Of the roughly three bil-
lion base pairs making up
the human genome, only
around two percent en-
codes proteins, leaving the
remaining 98 percent with
lessobvious functions.

Dismissed by some as use-
less ‘junk DNA, its origins,
effects, and potential pur-
pose in the evolution of life
has attracted the attention

was first noticed cluttering
up our chromosomes in the
1960s,Science Alertreport-
ed.

Now researchers from Tel
Aviv University in Israel
have added some vital in-
sights into the reasons why
non-coding DNA persists,
which could help us better
understand the rich variety
of genome sizes across the

Our genomes are full of junk DNA’

In 1977, two scientists
namedRichard Robertsand
Phil Sharp independent-
ly noticed a good portion
of this DNA clutter wasn’t
just scattered between our
genes, but often interrupt-
ed them mid-sequence, a
discovery that later earned
themaNobel Prize.

Known as introns, they
seemed to burden complex

simplerones-suchasthose
of bacteria - untouched.

bor to the process of trans-
lating DNA into something

poisoned. of biologists ever since it  livingworld. cellslike ours, whileleaving ~ They also added alot of la-  material.
Scientists boost PIC OF THE DAY
EffIClenCY Ofa Besiktas fans threw thou-
Cheap solar sands of stuffed toys onto
. the pitch during Sunday’s
pan91 material match against Antalyaspor

to donate to children im-
pacted by the earthquake
in Turkey and neighboring
Syria.

The Turkish Super Lig
game, which ended 0-0,
was paused after4 minutes
and 17 seconds to allow
fans to throw the gifts onto
the pitch. The earthquake
firststruck Turkeyat04:17
local time on Feb. 6.

by 250%

In a
new study, scientists have
been able to significant-
ly improve the efficien-
cy of a particular type of
this material, known as a
lead-halide  perovskite.
By combining the per-
ovskite with a substrate
of metal rather than glass,
light conversion efficien-
cy was increased by 250
percent.
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The #Tlrkiye and #Syria earthquakes have cut ===
access to basic services, with increased risk of ==
gender-based or sexual violence. UN Women
supports the immediate and longer-term
response, including safe spaces and service
provision points for women & girls.
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Make way for the Sally Lightfoot crab! This
agile crustacean can move quickly in any
direction, making it hard to catch. On land, this
species holds water in its shell, which it uses to
moisten its gills. It can also spray that water at
foes, shocking them with a sudden squirt.
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Oceans are a source of life. They are crucial to
the very fate of humanity. Supporting ocean
sciences means allowing its understanding. Learn
more about ocean exploration in the latest issue
of @UNESCOCourier:on.unesco.org/30mQB4G
#SaveOurOcean
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