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Türkiye ends 
quake rescue 
efforts in 
all but two 
provinces

Thousands 
still missing 
days after 
cyclone hit 
New Zealand

Scotland’s 
health minister 
to run for 
country’s 
leadership

AFP – Türkiye has ended 
rescue efforts in all provinc-
es except the two hardest 
hit by last week’s massive 
quake that killed tens of 
thousands of people, the 
Turkish disaster agency said 
Sunday.
“In many of our provinces, 
search and rescue efforts 
have been completed. They 
continue in Kahramanmaras 
and Hatay provinces,” the 
agency’s chief Yunus Sezer 
told reporters in Ankara. 

REUTERS – The death toll 
from Cyclone Gabrielle in 
New Zealand climbed to 11 
on Sunday as thousands of 
people remained missing a 
week after the storm struck 
the country’s North Island.
The cyclone hit the island’s 
northernmost region on Feb. 
12 and tracked down the 
east coast, inflicting wide-
spread devastation. Prime 
Minister Chris Hipkins has 
called Gabrielle New Zea-
land’s biggest natural disas-
ter this century.

REUTERS – Scottish Health 
Minister Humza Yousaf said 
on Saturday he would run 
in the leadership contest 
to replace Nicola Sturgeon 
as Scottish National Party 
(SNP) leader and first min-
ister.
Yousaf becomes the first to 
publicly announce his in-
tention to stand in the race 
after Sturgeon’s surprise 
resignation earlier in the 
week saying she had be-
come too divisive and too 
tired to carry on.

NEWS IN BRIEF Russia tells Macron: Don’t forget  
Napoleon when you talk of regime change
Russia on Sunday scolded 
Emmanuel Macron over 
remarks about wanting to 
see Russia defeated, saying 
Moscow still remembered 
the fate of Napoleon Bona-
parte and accusing the 
French president of duplic-
itous diplomacy with the 
Kremlin.
Macron told paper Le Jour-
nal du Dimanche France 
wanted Russia to be defeat-
ed in Ukraine but had never 
wanted to “crush” it, Reu-
ters reported.
“About ‘Never’: France did 
not begin with Macron, and 
the remains of Napoleon, 
revered at the state level, 
rest in the centre of Paris. 
France - and Russia - should 
understand,” Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said.
“In general, Macron is price-
less,” she said, adding that 
his remarks showed the 

West had engaged in discus-
sions about regime change 
in Russia while Macron had 
repeatedly sought meetings 
with the Russian leadership.
Macron has drawn criticism 
from some NATO allies for 
delivering mixed messages 
regarding his policy on the 
war between Ukraine and 
Russia, with some consid-
ering Paris a weak link in 
the Western alliance.
On Friday, Macron urged 
allies to step up military 
support for Ukraine, but 
also said he did not believe 
in regime change and that 
there would have to be ne-
gotiations at some point.
“Let’s be clear, I don’t be-
lieve for one second in re-
gime change, and when I 
hear a lot of people calling 
for regime change I ask 
them, ‘For which change? 
Who’s next? Who is your 
leader?’”

Meanwhile, Russia’s am-
bassador to the United 
States said on Sunday that 
Washington is trying to de-
monize Moscow and foment 
the crisis in Ukraine with al-
legations of Russian crimes 
against humanity.
The Biden administration 
formally concluded that 
Russia has committed 
“crimes against humanity” 
during its nearly year-long 
conflict in Ukraine, Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
said on Saturday.
“We regard such insinua-
tions as an unprecedented 
attempt to demonize Russia 
in the framework of the hy-
brid war unleashed against 
us,” Ambassador Anatoly 
Antonov said in a statement 
on the Russian Embassy’s 
Telegram messaging plat-
form.
“There is no doubt that the 
purpose of such attacks by 

Washington is to justify 
its own actions to fuel the 
Ukrainian crisis.”

Arab states need new approach  
towards Syria: Saudi FM

U.S., Japan, South Korea stage air drills 
after North’s ICBM launch

Saudi Arabia’s foreign 
minister said consensus 
was building in the Arab 
world that isolating Syria 
was not working and that 
dialogue with Damascus 
was needed “at some 
point” to at least address 
humanitarian issues, in-
cluding a return of refu-
gees.
Prince Faisal bin Far-
han Al Saud’s remarks 
at a Munich security fo-
rum on Saturday mark 
a shift from the early 
years of Syria’s 12-year 
war when several Arab 
states including Saudi 
Arabia backed militants 
that fought Syrian gov-
ernment, according to 
Reuters. 
The minister said with-
out a path towards “max-
imalist goals” for a po-
litical solution, another 
approach was “being for-
mulated” to address the 
issue of Syrian refugees 
in neighbouring states 
and suffering of civilians, 
especially after the dev-
astating earthquake that 
hit Syria and Turkey.
“So that’s going to have 
to go through a dialogue 
with the government in 

Damascus at some point 
in a way that achieves at 
least the most import-
ant of the objectives es-
pecially as regards the 
humanitarian angle, the 
return of refugees, etc,” 
he said.
Asked about reports that 
he would visit Damascus 
following visits by his 
Emirati and Jordanian 
counterparts after the 
earthquake, Prince Faisal 
said he would not com-
ment on rumours.
Riyadh has sent aid 
p l a n e s  t o  g o v e r n -
ment-held territory in 
Syria as part of earth-
quake relief efforts after 
initially sending aid only 
to the country’s mili-
tant-held northwest.

The United States held 
joint air exercises bilat-
erally with South Korea 
and Japan involving stra-
tegic bombers on Sunday, 
a day after North Korea 
fired a Hwasong-15 inter-
continental ballistic mis-
sile (ICBM) in a “sudden 
launching drill”.
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said the exercise, 
in which South Korea’s 
F-35A, F-15K and U.S. 
F-16 fighters escorted 
American B-1B bombers, 
demonstrated the allies’ 
“overwhelming” defence 
capabilities and readiness 
posture, according to Re-
uters. 
“(The exercise) strength-
ened the combined op-
eration capability and af-
firmed the United States’ 
ironclad commitment to 
the defence of the Korean 
Peninsula and the imple-
mentation of extended de-
terrence,” the South’s mili-
tary said in a statement.
Japan flew F-15s over the 
Sea of Japan with the U.S. 
Armed Forces’ B-1 bomb-
ers and F-16s in tactical 
exercises, Japan’s Defense 
Ministry said in a state-
ment, calling the security 

environment “increasing-
ly severe” after the latest 
North Korea missile landed 
within its Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ).
The air drills came a day 
after North Korea launched 
a long-range ballistic mis-
sile into the sea off Japan’s 
west coast, following a 
warning of a strong re-
sponse to upcoming mili-
tary drills by South Korea 
and the United States.
North Korea’s state media 
KCNA said the country con-
ducted a “sudden launch-
ing drill” on Saturday in an 
“actual proof” of its efforts 
to turn the “capacity of fa-
tal nuclear counterattack 
on the hostile forces into 
an irresistible one”.

The 2nd Air Wing of Japan 
Air Self-Defense Force’s F-15s 
fighters hold a joint military drill 
with the U.S. F-16s fighters at 
Sea of Japan, off Japan’s south-
ernmost main island of Kyushu, 
Japan, on February 19, 2023. 
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Israel trying to divert public opinion from internal problems 
T h e  S a t u rd ay  n i g h t 
strikes were the first 

since the 
e a r t h -

quake shook the country. 
Israel frequently launches 
airstrikes on Syria which 
has repeatedly urged the 
international organiza-
tions to condemn the ag-
gression and take actions 
against Tel Aviv. However, 
Western countries, which 
failed to topple Bashar 
al-Assad by supporting 
militants and terrorists in 
the 12-year war in Syria, 
have turned a blind eye 
on such Israeli crimes. 
Russia’s Foreign Ministry 

strongly condemned the 
latest airstrike, calling it 
a “flagrant violation” of 
international law.
“We strongly urge the Is-
raeli side to stop armed 
provocations against the 
Syrian Arab Republic and 
refrain from steps that 
are fraught with danger-
ous consequences for the 
entire region,” spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova 
said.
The Iranian Foreign Min-
istry also strongly con-
demned the fatal air raid 
attack.
Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Nasser Kanaani 

said while the Syrian 
nation is grappling with 
the aftermath of the dev-
astating temblor, Israel 
and the Daesh terrorist 
group seek to aggravate 
the pains and miseries of 
the Syrian people.
Kanaani was referring to 
a recent Daesh attack that 
killed at least 53 people 
in Syria.  
Meanwhile, Israel on 
Sunday accused Iran of 
launching an attack on an 
oil tanker belonging to an 
Israeli billionaire in the 
Persian Gulf. 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 

claimed that Iran was re-
sponsible for a reported 
attack that occurred last 
week on the vessel. 
The ship’s manager con-
firmed on Saturday that 
it was lightly damaged on 
February 10 in an attack 
by an airborne object 
while sailing through the 
Arabian Sea.
Launching attack on Syria 
and leveling accusations 
against Iran come at a 
time when the new Israeli 
cabinet is under domestic 
pressure for its policies. It 
seems that the new Israe-
li cabinet led by Netanya-
hu is trying to divert pub-

lic opinion from internal 
political tensions.  
Israel has been the scene 
of protests over the past 
weeks against the new 
cabinet. 
Tens of thousands of pro-
testers returned to the 
streets on Saturday night 
to fight a plan to overhaul 
the court system that the 
justice minister says he is 
determined to carry out.
The marches have at-
tracted huge crowds on a 
weekly basis since early 
January, when Netanya-
hu’s cabinet took aim at 
the Supreme Court.
They oppose legislation 

that Netanyahu and his 
right-wing and religious 
allies hope to pass that 
would limit the Supreme 
Court’s powers to rule 
against the legislature 
and the executive, while 
giving lawmakers deci-
sive powers in appointing 
judges.
Proponents say the Su-
preme Court needs to 
be reined in from over-
reaching into the polit-
ical sphere. Critics say 
the plan will weaken the 
courts, endanger civil lib-
erties and harm the econ-
omy along with ties with 
Western allies.
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French President Emmanuel Macron reacts as he delivers a speech 
during a plenary meeting of the Forum for the Islam of France at 
the Elysee Presidential Palace, in Paris, on February 16, 2023.
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