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Iran honoring greatest romantic 
epic poet Nizami 
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His works transcend time, 
space, and culture, and his 

poetry is 
an embod-

iment of the human experi-
ence, with themes ranging 
from love and beauty to 
spirituality and the divine. 
Iran’s Ministry of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance orga-
nized a weeklong program 
to commemorate the Per-
sian poet. 
The program, which has 
been set up as a hybrid 
event with virtual and live 
meetings, began on March 
5 and will continue until 
March 12.    
N a s s e r  K a n a a n i ,  t h e 
spokesman of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, on the 
first day of the program 
said that honoring poets 
and writers is honoring 
human values.
He added the Persian 
language is the language 
of love, mysticism, and 
friendship, and Nizami has 
a unique position in this.

He emphasized that Niza-
mi is a lover who has pa-
triotism, and in this sense, 
he is rare, and he has ex-
pressed his love for Iran 
in his book ‘Haft Peykar’ 
which is also known as Ba-
harnameh. 
Referring to the military 
fame in other countries, he 
clarified that the Iranian 
poet has several admirers 
in Afghanistan, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, and Azerbai-
jan.
During the ceremony, 
Secretary General of ECO 
Khosro Nazeri said that 
honoring such personal-
ities preserves attention 
and interest towards cul-
tural treasures. 
Poetry knows no boundar-
ies and brings people clos-
er to each other, he added.
He pointed out, “Poetry, by 
evoking emotions, is like a 
bridge that eliminates cul-
tural and economic differ-
ences.” 
Nazeri also pointed to the 
importance of cultural 
diplomacy and said that 
cultural diplomacy plays 
an effective role at the re-
gional and international 
level through the exchange 
of art and literature.

Chairman of Iran’s Associa-
tion of Cultural Works and 
Elites also described Niza-
mi as a common chapter in 
cultural ties between Iran, 
neighbors and Farsi-speak-
ing countries.
“Nizami matters for the 
Iranians and people in the 
world as a common need 
and an element of cultural 
unity,” said Mahmoud Sha-
louei. 
Nizami is highly known for 
‘Khamseh’ (Quintet), a col-
lection of five long narrative 
poems that he wrote be-
tween 1188 and 1197, with 
a total of 30,000 couplets.
Two copies of ‘Khamseh’ 
are preserved in Iran were 
inscribed on UNESCO’s 
Memory of the World Reg-
ister list in 2011.
These five poems include 
the didactic work Makhzan 
ol-Asrar (The Treasury of 
Mysteries); the three tradi-
tional love stories of Khos-
row and Shirin, Leili and Ma-
jnun, and Haft Peykar; and 
the Eskandarnameh, which 
records the adventures of 
Alexander the Great. Each of 
these works is a masterpiece 
of Persian literature, and 
each contributes to the liter-
ary world in its unique way.

Makhzan ol-Asrar (The 
Treasury of Mysteries) is a phil-
osophical work that ex-
plores the themes of divine 
love and the unity of being. 
It is a collection of mystical 
poems that reflect Nizami’s 
deep spiritual insight and 
his understanding of the 
nature of reality. The work 
is marked by its exquisite 
language, rich imagery, and 
profound insights into the 
human soul.
Khosrow and Shirin is a 
romantic epic that tells the 
story of the love between 
Khosraw, the king of Iran, 
and Shirin, a beautiful Ar-
menian princess. The work 
is a testament to Nizami’s 
mastery of storytelling, as 
he weaves together a com-
plex narrative that com-
bines romance, tragedy, 
and political intrigue. The 
work has been adapted 
into various languages and 
remains a popular source 
of inspiration for artists 
and writers around the 
world.
Leili and Majnun is anoth-
er romantic epic that tells 
the story of the tragic love 
between Layla and Majnun. 
The work is a classic of 
Persian literature and has 

been adapted into various 
forms, including opera and 
ballet. The story has cap-
tured the imagination of 
readers and audiences for 
centuries, and its themes of 
love and longing continue 
to resonate with readers 
today.
Haft Peykar is a work of 
historical fiction that tells 
the story of Bahram Gur, a 
Sassanid king who falls in 
love with seven princesses. 
The work is a commentary 
on the virtues and vices of 
rulership and is marked by 
its rich symbolism and in-
tricate imagery.
Eskandarnameh is a histor-
ical epic that tells the story 
of Alexander the Great’s 
conquests. The work is 
notable for its detailed de-
scriptions of ancient Per-
sia and its depiction of the 
character of Alexander. The 
work is also notable for its 
philosophical and moral 
themes, as it explores the 
nature of power and the 
human quest for knowl-
edge and understanding.
Nizami’s influence on Per-
sian literature and poetry 
is immense, and his works 
have inspired generations 
of poets and writers.

The head of the UN cultural 
agency on Monday started a 
three-day visit to Iraq where 
many priceless cultural trea-
sures have been damaged or 
destroyed during decades of 
conflict.
UNESCO chief Audrey Azou-
lay is visiting reconstruc-
tion projects and meet top 
officials including Prime 
Minister Mohammed Shia 
al-Sudani and President Ab-
del Latif Rachid. In recent 
years, there have been sev-
eral damages on Iraq’s many 
Mesopotamian, Islamic and 
Christian treasures includ-
ing six UNESCO World Her-
itage sites, AFP wrote.
“This visit is dedicated to 
reconstruction in Iraq,” said 
a spokesman for the UN 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization which 
funds several projects in 
Iraq. Iraq’s antiquities have 
been extensively looted, 
often by organised crime 
groups, since the 2003 US-
led invasion that toppled 
Saddam Hussein.
The national museum in 
Baghdad, which displayed 
many ancient relics, was not 
spared during the invasion 
when many treasures were 
stolen. More damage was 
done during the brutal rise 
of the Daesh terrorist group 
a decade later and the battle 
to dislodge it which dev-
astated large areas in the 
northern city of Mosul.
UNESCO will examine how 
to help Iraq maintain its an-
cient heritage and put the 
spotlight back on its culture, 
the agency’s spokesman told 
AFP.
Azoulay on Monday toured 
Iraq’s national museum and 
the historic centre of Bagh-
dad, including the famed 
Al-Mutanabi streets, home 
to generations of booksell-
ers. Iraq saw the rise and fall 
of pre-Islamic civilisations, 
including Babylon in an-
cient Mesopotamia — often 
dubbed the cradle of civili-
sation, where writing first 
flourished.
UNESCO has also declared 
natural heritage sites in 
Iraq, including the southern 
marshlands fed by the Eu-
phrates and the Tigris rivers.
The vast wetlands have also 
been put at severe risk, in-
cluding by draining under 
Saddam’s regime and by cli-
mate change and upstream 
dam construction.
Azoulay will on Tuesday 
visit Mosul where UNESCO 
funds major reconstruction 
projects. On Wednesday she 
will head to Arbil, capital of 
the autonomous region of 
Kurdistan and home to an 
ancient citadel that is also 
a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.
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The reign of Henry VIII encompassed a wide 
variety of new forms of treason, but few 
were as dramatic, intriguing, and brutal 
as the story of Richard Roose, a cook in 
the household of John Fisher, Bishop of 
Rochester in 1531.
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highly known 
for ‘Khamseh’ 
(Quintet), a 
collection of five 
long narrative 
poems that he 
wrote between 
1188 and 1197, 
with a total of 
30,000 couplets.


