
Bordered by the Persian Gulf, the 
southern province of Hormuzgan 
has numerous cultural and historical 
heritages. Handicrafts have always 
been an integral part of the life of its 
local people, having a rich culture and 
special customs.
Golabatoon-douzi is a kind of tradi-
tional embroidery of Hormuzgan 
Province and one of its most famous 
handicrafts, having a history of over 
2,000 years.
Like many other embroidery crafts, 
golabatoon is made by the young 
women of this southern region. 
Therefore, it can be considered one 
of the most prominent arts of Hor-
muzgan that showcases the life style, 
beliefs and traditions of its local peo-
ple, visitiran.ir reported. 
You can hardly find a family in the 
region that is not somehow related 
with the craft of golabatoon-douzi. 

A large number of young girls allo-
cate at least a few hours each day for 
producing the artwork. In addition to 
generating an income, it helps them 
spend some of their spare time in a 
good way.
This craft is called golabatoon-dou-
zi because it is mostly made using 
golden thread. The craft is referred 
to by other names such as gol-dou-
zi, kam-douzi, kaman-douzi, and 
zar-douzi. The word kam or kaman 
(bow) refers to the wooden circular 
frame or embroidery hoop around 
which the fabric is tightly stretched. 
The main tools used for golaba-
toon-douzi are the hoop and a nee-
dle called qollab (hook). The thread 
used for the purpose, which is usually 
metallic yarn in gold or silver, is the 
most important material of golaba-
toon-douzi. The surface on which 
golabatoon is applied is commonly 

crepe fabric, with colors such as yel-
low, green, black, turquoise, crimson 
red and orange. Occasionally, other 
materials such as sequins or small 
glass beads are also used.
Some of the most famous patterns 
and designs of golabatoon are eslimi 
and khatayi (cursive arabesque), ba-
zoobandi, boteh roohi, moharamati 
or sotooni and boteh-jeqeh (paisley), 
which are very detailed and time con-
suming. 
After finishing the intended pat-
tern, the fabric is separated from the 
hoop, and is sewn on different parts 
of clothing like edges of trousers, col-
lars, and cuffs. 
Today, the craft is used for the cover 
of cushions, backrests, wall hangings 
and the Holy Qur’an. Cities like Ban-
dar-e Lengeh, Bandar Abbas, Minab 
and surrounding villages are import-
ant centers of golabatoon-douzi.

Between the fourth and 
seventh centuries, the 
Sassanid invested heavily 
in the new eastern Iranian 
frontier.
After the inroads of the 
Chionites and Hephtha-
lites, the Sassanids con-
verted their empire into a 
“walled garden,” building 
a chain of fortress cities 
and walls to defend their 
frontiers. The Sassanid 
city of Neyshabur was 
founded in the late fourth 
century CE as part of this 
initial retrenchment. 
The city was the chief ad-
ministrative center of the 
province of Abarshahr in 
the fifth and sixth cen-
turies and served as an 
important stronghold 
to stabilize the empire’s 
eastern frontiers. The 
name Neyshabur appears 
as an honorary title with-
in the court of Shapur I, 
which points to it being a 
royal creation. The early 
excavations of the city, 
sponsored by the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, 
were unable to discern 
any Sassanid remains. 
These excavations, which 
took place in 1935-40 

and 1947, focused large-
ly on recovering artifacts 
and architectural rem-
nants for display in the 
museum.
Members of the team ul-
timately concluded that 
they had excavated an Is-
lamic-era refoundation lo-
cated at an entirely differ-
ent site from the Sassanid 
city and that the location 
of the Sassanid city was 
still unknown.
This assumption gov-
erned subsequent study 
of the city, though not 
without the objections 
of later scholars. Thank-
fully, new excavations 
by an Italian and French 
team and subsequent 
analysis of the thermolu-
minescence and archae-
omagnetism of the site’s 
ceramics and bricks have 
revealed multiple periods 
of occupation and, indeed, 
evidence of its Sassanid 
occupation.
The excavations docu-
mented nonurban occu-
pation in the Achaemenid 
and early Parthian Peri-
ods (450-150 BCE), but 
the city proper only came 
into being in the Sassan-

id Period. The Sassanids 
founded the city some-
time in the late fourth or 
early fifth century, when 
its citadel was construct-
ed. 
Much like the ancient 
cities of post-Seleucid 
Central Asia, the new Sas-
sanid city was eventually 
expanded to include a 
citadel and fortified low-
er city. It was occupied to 
the end of the Sassanid 
Period and after the Arab 
conquest the city was re-
built on the same location. 
Avestan-tinged founda-
tion legends that circulat-
ed centuries after likely 
grew from Neyshabur’s 
place on the late third- to 
late sixth-century frontier 
between Iran and Tur-
an. Islamic sources pro-
vide legendary Turanian 
founders for the city, like 
Afrasiab and Tahmurath. 
Likely among the motiva-
tions for investing within 
this region was the fact 
that the Fire of Burzen 
Mihr, one of the three 
“Great Fires” of Iran, was 
located in the region, in 
the Mount Binalud near-
by, though unfortunately 

no archaeological site has 
yet produced unequivocal 
evidence of the sanctuary.
This process further in-
tensified between the 
reigns of Yazdgerd I and 
Peroz I when the empire 
came under renewed 
pressure. Beginning in 
the fifth century, the Sas-
sanids built extensive sys-
tems of walls and fortress 
to defend their northern 
and eastern borders. 
During this period the 
walls on the western Cas-
pian Sea coast at Derbent 
and southeastern coast 
at Tamisha were raised, 
as was the 200-kilometer 
Gorgan Wall, the “Great 
Wall of Iran,” which ex-
tended across the Caspian 
Plain to the Alborz Moun-
tains. 
These provided a for-
ward operating base for 
frontier troops, and the 
Gorgan Wall appears to 
have been successful in 
deterring invasions of 
mounted forces. Just as 
importantly, these walls 
created a tangible frontier 
that redrew the limits of 
the empire and provided 
a sense of order.
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The above is a lightly edited version of a chapter entitled, ‘Sassanid Rupture and Renovation’ from a book entitled ‘The Iranian Expanse’, written by Matthew P. Canepa’, 
published by University of California Press’.
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