
 Iranica Desk

The historical village of Kanzaq 
in Sarein, Ardebil Province, with 
its hand-carved caves and spe-
cial architecture, tells a part of 
the history of the beautiful region 
located on the slopes of Sabalan 
Mountains.
Uncovering the countless untold 
secrets of the ancient site still re-
quires more explorations and in-
vestigations, chtn.ir reported.
Three kilometers from Sarein, 
Kanzaq village dates back 2,500 
years to the Parthian Dynasty. It 
has been registered on Iran’s Na-
tional Heritage List.
An earthquake which hit the re-
gion in 1996 caused the rocky vil-
lage to become abandoned; thus a 
new village was established near 
the old one. 
However, the handmade caves of 
the ancient village can be turned 
into museums, restaurants and 
accommodation centers.
The Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts Organization of 
Ardebil Province is planning to 
implement several tourism proj-
ects in the region in cooperation 
with the private sector.
Experts believe more studies 
should be carried out on the rock 
architecture of the site, formed 
and developed along the green 
eastern and southeastern valley 
of Kanzaq village.
The project to carry out arche-
ological excavations in the site 
was launched in 2018 in order to 
reopen the entrances of the hand-
carved caves, map their internal 
routes and introduce the ancient 
site to people all over the country.
The implementation of a compre-
hensive restoration project in the 

old Kanzaq village has helped turn 
it to one of the most visited histor-
ical sites of the province. 
It is said that this site, with more 
than 45 hand-carved caves, was 
an underground village dating 
back from the first millennium 
BCE to the Ilkhanid Period. Dairy 
products, honey, and kilims are 
the main souvenirs of this village.
The governor of Sarein, Baqer 
Baqerzadeh, said that the histor-
ical site of Kanzaq village, with its 
unique architecture, has helped 
increase the attractions of the city.
He urged the media to introduce 
the untold beauties of the region 
and increase the knowledge of 
the people residing in Ardebil 
and other provinces of the coun-
try about the history of Kanzaq 
village, adding that this will help 
boost the tourism sector and gen-
erate employment in the province.
As for its historical sites, natural 
landmarks, and hot springs, Sare-
in has been a popular destination 
among tourists. It is known for 
its many hot springs all over the 
city. The complexes have modern 
equipment like roofed pools (one 
for men and two for women), dry 
and steam saunas, physiotherapy 
sections, individual showers and 
bathtubs, buffet, and a restaurant. 
Alvares Ski Resort is another tour-
ist attraction located on the slopes 
of Sabalan Mountains. In each sea-
son, the ski resort provides tour-
ists with different beauties such 
as colorful plants.
Ardebil Province, situated in 
northwestern part of Iran, is one 
of Iran’s most scenic provinces. 
Beautiful nature, green plains, and 
hot mineral springs create pleas-
ant memories for tourists travel-
ling to the region.

Fars is a southern province of 
Iran. This province has three 
distinct climate zones. The 
mountainous regions of its 
northern, northwestern, and 
western parts have cold win-
ters and mild and pleasant 
springs and summers. 
The central region has a rela-
tively mild climate in the win-
ter and hot and dry summers. 
Shiraz, Fasa, Firouzabad, and 
Kazerun are among the cit-
ies located in this district. 
The climate of the southern 
and southwestern region is 
mild in the winter and very 
hot in the summer.  In the 
spring season, most areas of 
Fars Province have pleasant 
weather, but you might feel 
a little warm in the southern 
part, surfiran.com reported.
The straits of Fars Province 
and, in general, the recre-
ational and natural places of 
the region offer many choices 
for nature lovers. 
The most beautiful waterfall 
in Iran, Taram Waterfall, is 
located in Fars Province. On 
the other hand, the natural 
springs of this province, along 
with some historical houses, 
have become recreational 
places.

Zagros Mountains 
The Zagros Mountains in the 
northwest-southeast direc-
tion have turned Fars Prov-
ince into a special mountain-
ous region. Fars Province can 
be divided into two distinct 
natural areas: The northern 

and northwestern region, 
which consists of intercon-
nected heights and has diffi-
cult passes and deep valleys. 
The south and southeast 
region, which is located in 
the distance between the 
sub-mountain ranges, in-
cludes the fertile plains of 
Shiraz, Kazeroon, Neyriz, and 
Marvdasht, whose fields are 
irrigated by several rivers.
Fars Province is full of his-
torical, natural, and religious 
attractions, each of which has 
a beauty that speaks of the 
historical antiquity of this 
province. You can see and 
enjoy some of these beauties 
in all cities of Fars Province. 
The capital city of Shiraz con-
tains numerous parts of these 
sights and attracts many trav-
elers. 
Hafez is one of the most 
prominent Iranian poets and 
mystics. His lyrics are among 
the most-read and most-cited 
Persian poems. His tomb is lo-
cated at the north of Shiraz, in 
an area called Hafezieh, which 
consists of two courtyards. 
Hafez’s mausoleum is located 
in the northern courtyard, in 
the center of a garden. Many 
other famous poets, mystics 
and scientists are buried next 
to his tomb.
One of the main tourist at-
tractions of Fars Province is 
its cuisine and sweets. Shirazi 
people are very professional 
in cooking colorful polo (Per-
sian rice), such as kalam polo 
and Shirazi polo.

Fars Province offers many choices for nature lovers
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Kanzaq village, hidden treasure of Sarein


