
6 Iran Daily  Sunday, April 9, 2023
Domestic & Int'l
Economy

Iran adds 40 planes to passenger 
fleet in year to March: Official
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Robust oil 
imports of 
China, India 

Delivering 
Turkish gas 
to homes 

REUTERS – Asia's imports 
of crude oil stayed at rel-
atively robust levels in 
March, as strong inflows to 
the top-importing region's 
heavyweights China and 
India offset weaker de-
mand among some others 
buyers.
Total March crude imports 
were estimated by Refini-
tiv Oil Research at 116.73 
million tonnes, equivalent 
to 27.60 million barrels 
per day (bpd).
This was up almost 4% 
from February's 112.32 
million tonnes, but down 
6.1% on a daily basis from 
February's 29.4 million 
bpd, and also below Janu-
ary's 29.13 million bpd.

CNN – Türkiye will start 
delivering gas from its off-
shore finds to households 
in May in a move that is 
projected to meet their 
needs for 35 years, Ener-
gy Minister Fatih Donmez 
said.
Turkish state-run energy 
importer BOTAS will dis-
tribute the gas to house-
holds next month once 
controls are completed, 
Donmez told private 
broadcaster CNNTurk in 
an interview on Saturday.
The minister also hinted 
at potential discounts to 
utility bills ahead of gen-
eral elections on May 14, 
where President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is seeking 
reelection. Erdogan will 
announce “good news” 
on April 20, Donmez said.

Big jet orders
CNBC – China and France 
will study the need for car-
go planes and long-haul 
jets "in due course," a joint 
statement said on Friday, 
following a state visit by 
French President Emman-
uel Macron.
The comments suggest a 
more muted stance on the 
prospect for significant 
orders of large Airbus 
jets compared with the 
planemaker's best-selling 
A320neo medium-haul 
model, for which it is dou-
bling production capacity 
in China.

The managing director of 
Iran's Airports and Air Nav-
igation Company said that 
40 planes were added to 
the country’s aviation fleet 
during the past Iranian year 
(ended March 20).
Hamidreza Seyedi told 
IRNA in an interview on 
Saturday that airports, run-
ways and terminals in Iran 
should be equipped with 
new facilities in a way that 
corresponds to the devel-
opment needs of airlines in 
the country.
The official noted that both 
the state and the private 
sector in Iran have been 

trying to import airplanes 
to expand the country’s 
passenger fleet despite 
the fact that the Iranian 
aviation industry has been 
under sanctions for four 
decades.
He said that technicians and 
experts have managed to 
keep the national aviation 
industry alive and strong.
Seyedi said that the num-
ber of flights during the 
Nowruz holidays, which 
mark the start of the Irani-
an new year, had increased 
by 20 percent compared to 
the two weeks to April 2, 
2022.

Iran expects opportunities from expansion of trade ties with Saudi Arabia

Member of the managing board 
of Iran’s Association of Food 
Manufacturers

Mehdi Karimi 
Tafreshi

Saudi Arabia has an annual 
trade worth $300 billion and 
experts believe Iran’s trade with 
the country can reach up to $3 
billion with the Arab country 
within the next few years and 
following a deal to resume their 
diplomatic ties between the two 
countries.
That could create major econom-
ic opportunities for Iran. 
Saudi Arabia is a key member 
of the (Persian) Gulf Cooperation 
Council and a major importer of 
agricultural and food products 
in the West Asia region mainly 
because of its arid weather con-
ditions.
The Saudi government began 
introducing policies to boost the 
level of technology in its agricul-
ture sector since 1970s with the 
aim of expanding its irrigation 
and water storage systems. 
However, the country has always 
faced shortages in wheat and 
other grain supplies, forcing it to 
use the vast capacity existing in 

its ports system to import prod-
ucts from countries like Russia 
and Ukraine and to re-export 
them to other countries. 
Saudi Arabia is on a rapid path 
toward industrialization and 
has experienced a good deal of 
economic growth over the past 
decade. Figures show its gross 
domestic products (GDP) rose by 
12.2% in the year to June 2022, 
one of the best in the region and 
in the world. 
The country is one of the main 
economic rivals of Iran in the 
region and is making efforts to 
become a major market in Iran’s 
neighborhood in the near future. 
That is why Iran should have a 
better understanding of Saudi 
Arabia’s economic strategies, 
including its 2030 vision plan 
which was announced in 2016. 
A main foundation of Saudi Ara-
bia’s economic policy-making 
is to distance the country from 
oil revenues and to allow the 
private sector to play a greater 
role in the country’s economy. 
The country is also seeking to 
increase the share of foreign in-
vestment in its economy. 
Iran has a good potential in ex-

ports of petrochemicals, phar-
maceuticals minerals and metals 
which can create a good oppor-
tunity for economic coopera-
tion with Saudi Arabia. Iran can 
also respond to Saudi Arabia’s 
demand for technical and engi-
neering expertise and help the 
country with its efforts to boost 
the share of technology in its 
economic sectors. 
Saudi Arabia’s arid weather 
conditions also creates a good 

opportunity for Iran to supply 
the services needed in the coun-
try’s agriculture sector while 
allowing Iranian exporters to 
increase their presence in the 
country’s food and agriculture 
market. 
Better economic relations with 
Saudi Arabia can also facilitate 
Iran’s access to banking services 
and help boost trade ties with 
other countries in the region. 

*The story originally appeared on IRNA.

Moreover, the Shalam-
cheh-Basra route is highly 

significant 
for many 

passengers. Consider-
ing the annual journey of 
thousands of pilgrims to 
Iraq, trains running on this 
route can also transport 
pilgrims from Iran to the 
holy city of Karbala and 
other cities where Shias 
have built a shrine.

Connecting Iran and Iraq’s 
rail from Shalamcheh to 
Basra has been on the 
agenda for more than a 
decade. However, the con-
nection remained incom-
plete until recently. With 
the visit of the Iraqi Minis-
ter of Transportation Raz-
zaq Muhibis al-Saadawi 
to Iran, a contract for the 
construction of the railway 
between the two countries 
has finally been signed.
Mehrdad Bazrpash, the 

Iranian minister of roads 
and urban development, 
has noted that Iran has de-
veloped considerable proj-
ects in the transportation 
sector to expand regional 
cooperation, utilizing its 
proximity to Iraq and the 
common borders with that 
country.
The Shalamcheh-Basra 
railway project had been 
deferred for years, but the 
two countries have now 
assigned the necessary 

tasks, and the construc-
tion of the 32-kilometer 
railway line by Iraq will 
commence shortly after 
the fasting month of Ra-
madan. Since countless 
mines were placed in the 
area of Shalamcheh by the 
Iraqis during the 1980-
1988 Iran-Iraq war, the 
land is to be handed over 
for demining to the Ira-
nian government as soon 
as possible. Iran will also 
build a movable bridge 
over the Arvand Rud, 
which is a river known as 
the Shatt al-Arab in Iraq, in 
parallel with the construc-
tion of the railway by the 
Iraqi government.
Mehdi Safari, the Iranian 
deputy foreign minister 
on economic diplomacy, 
has stated that the gov-
ernment is paying special 
attention to the implemen-
tation of projects such as 
the Rasht-Astara railroad 
and the Shalamcheh-Bas-
ra railway that connect 
Iran with neighboring 

countries. He also noted 
that the government plac-
es a lot of emphasis on 
infrastructural, strategic 
projects.
Once the Shalamcheh-Bas-
ra railway line is estab-
lished, Iran will be con-
nected not only to Iraq 
but also to Jordan, Syria, 
and other neighboring 
countries. The rail project, 
which is 32 kilometers 
long and has an 880-meter 
lift bridge, is slated to be 
completed within a year 
and a half.
The Shalamcheh-Basra 
railway line is part of a 
larger project that aims 
to connect Iran to other 
countries in the region 
through rail transporta-
tion. The completion of 
this railway line will open 
up new opportunities for 
trade and economic coop-
eration between Iran and 
its neighbors. It will also 
provide a faster and more 
efficient mode of trans-
portation for people and 

goods, which will be ben-
eficial for businesses and 
consumers alike.
In addition to the eco-
nomic benefits, the new 
rail network will also have 
strategic implications. It 
will enhance Iran’s con-
nectivity with the rest of 
the region and strengthen 
its position as a key play-
er in the Middle East. This 
aimed connectivity will 
also provide opportunities 
for cooperation on securi-
ty issues such as border 
control and counterter-
rorism efforts.
The completion of the 
Shalamcheh-Basra rail-
way line is a significant 
milestone in Iran’s efforts 
to improve its transporta-
tion infrastructure and en-
hance its regional connec-
tivity. It will bring many 
benefits for the country 
and its neighbors and is a 
positive step toward great-
er economic and strategic 
integration in the Middle 
East.

Shalamcheh-Basra railway to uplift regional connectivity
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