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Iran’s unique wildlife 
is a priceless heritage 

Social Desk

The brief wondrous life of 
Pirouz, the Asiatic chee-
tah cub was a blessing in 
disguise for Iranians and 
the country’s wildlife. The 
attention that the magnif-
icent creature garnered 
during his brief stay on 
planet Earth and the na-
tional mourning in the 
aftermath of his death are 
proof that Iranians are 
gradually waking up to the 
importance of preserving 
their wildlife.
The attention paid to the 
death of yet another chee-
tah in a car accident on 
Meyami-Sabzevar road 
during the Nowruz holiday 
proves further that all the 
hard work done by envi-
ronment activists and the 
Department of the Environ-
ment are finally paying off, 
as more and more people 
buy into the idea that pre-
serving Iran’s wildlife is a 
priority.
Iran is known to be home 
to a diverse range of wild-
life, including several en-
dangered species. The 
country’s unique geogra-
phy, which includes des-
erts, mountains, and for-
ests, has allowed for the 
evolution of many distinct 
species.
However, during the past 
decades, a large number of 
different animals, some of 
them endangered species, 
fell victim to the negligence 
of authorities and people, 
fear of local communities, 
or greed of a few culprits.

Iran’s wildlife
One of the most iconic an-
imals in Iran is the Asiatic 
cheetah. It is one of the 
rarest big cats in the world, 
with only a few dozen in-
dividuals remaining in the 
wild. The cheetah’s habitat 
has been severely impacted 
by human activities such as 
hunting, mining, and agri-
culture.
Sadly, according to official 
data, during the past 28 
years, 44 cheetahs have 
died due to different rea-
sons such as car accidents. 
Another endangered spe-

cies in Iran is the Persian 
leopard. The population 
of this big cat has declined 
drastically due to habitat 
loss, poaching, and hunting. 
The Iranian government 
has taken steps to protect 
the leopard by establishing 
protected areas and in-
creasing law enforcement 
efforts.
Unfortunately, despite all 
the efforts, during the past 
10 years, 91 Persian leop-
ards have lost their lives 
to the aforementioned rea-
sons.
The Caspian seal is anoth-
er species facing threats in 
Iran. The seal’s population 
has been declining due to 
overfishing and pollution 
in the Caspian Sea. Con-
servation efforts have been 
focused on reducing pollu-
tion and implementing sus-
tainable fishing practices.
Other endangered species 
in Iran include the Iranian 
wolf, the goitered gazelle, 
the Pallas’s cat, and the 
houbara bustard. These 
animals face threats from 
habitat loss, poaching, and 
hunting.
The Iranian government 
has taken steps to protect 
these endangered species 
by establishing protected 
areas, implementing con-
servation programs, and 
enforcing laws against 
poaching and hunting. 
However, more needs to be 

done to ensure their sur-
vival.
To sum it all up, Iran’s 
wildlife is a vital part of 
the country’s biodiversity 
and cultural heritage. Pro-
tecting these endangered 
species is essential for 
preserving Iran’s natural 
heritage for future genera-
tions to enjoy, and arguably 
Iranians are now closer to 
understand this more than 
ever. 

Why preserve?
Preserving wildlife of Iran 
is crucial for several rea-
sons.
The first, most important 
one is biodiversity. Wildlife 
is an essential part of the 
country’s biodiversity. It 
helps maintain the balance 
of nature by providing var-
ious ecological services like 
pollination, seed dispersal, 
and pest control. Losing 
even one species can have a 
domino effect on the entire 
ecosystem.
The second reason, of 
course, is its economic 
benefits. Wildlife tourism 
is a significant source of in-
come for many countries, 
and Iran should not be 
any different. People travel 
from all over the world to 
see exotic animals in their 
natural habitats, which 
generates revenue for local 
communities and supports 
conservation efforts.

The third reason which 
unfortunately is much 
overlooked in our coun-
try is scientific research. 
Many species of wildlife 
have unique biological and 
physiological characteris-
tics that can be studied to 
advance scientific knowl-
edge. Scientists can use 
this knowledge to develop 
new medicines, technol-
ogies, and materials that 
benefit human health and 
well-being.
The fourth reason is cul-
tural significance. Many 
cultures have a deep con-
nection to their wildlife, 
and these animals play an 
essential role in their tradi-
tional beliefs and practices, 
and Iran is no exception. 
Preserving wildlife is nec-
essary to protect cultural 
heritage and ensure that 

future generations can 
continue to learn from and 
appreciate these traditions.
The last but not least is 
climate change and it’s a 
universal cause. Wildlife 
plays a critical role in mit-
igating climate change by 
sequestering carbon and 
regulating the planet’s 
temperature. Protecting 
wildlife habitats can help 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and prevent 
further damage to the en-
vironment.
In conclusion, preserving 
wildlife is essential for any 
country’s ecological, eco-
nomic, scientific, cultural, 
and environmental health. 
It is our responsibility to 
protect these precious re-
sources for future genera-
tions to enjoy and benefit 
from.

Unfortunately, 
despite all the 
efforts, during the 
past 10 years, 91 
Persian leopards 
have lost their 
lives to the 
aforementioned 
reasons.

Your brain 
can create a 
false memory 
quicker than 
you think

Research suggests people 
can generate false memories 
within the blink of an eye.
In a series of four experi-
ments led by the University 
of Amsterdam, researchers 
showed 534 people letters 
of the Western alphabet in 
actual and mirrored orien-
tations, Science Alert re-
ported.
After some participants 
were shown an interference 
slide with random letters 
designed to scramble the 
original memory, all partic-
ipants were asked to recall 
a target letter from the first 
slide.
Half a second after viewing 
the first slide, almost 20 per-
cent of people had formed 
an illusory memory of the 
target letter; this increased 
to 30 percent after 3 sec-
onds.
The human brain alters 
memories according to 
what it expects to see. Be-
cause people included in 
the study were so familiar 
with the Western alphabet, 
their brains expected to see 
the letters in their actual ori-
entation.
When letters appeared 
mirrored (Ɔ instead of C), 
people were more likely to 
remember the pseudo-let-
ter as a real letter, even af-
ter only milliseconds had 
passed.
"It seems that short-term 
memory is not always an 
accurate representation of 
what was just perceived," 
the researchers write. "In-
stead, memory is shaped 
by what we expected to see, 
right from the formation of 
the first memory trace."
The researchers showed 
these were false memories 
rather than wrong guesses 
by asking the participants 
how confident they were in 
their memories on a score of 
one to four.
"Participants consistently 
report, with high confi-
dence, that they have seen 
the real counterpart of a 
pseudo-letter target," the 
researchers write.
People were more likely to 
switch a pseudo-letter for 
a real letter than the other 
way around, suggesting that 
memory illusions are medi-
ated by world knowledge of 
how things usually look.
The researchers differenti-
ated these false memories 
from errors in initial per-
ception by taking measure-
ments at two time points. 
The only opportunity was 
during the 0.25 seconds 
in which the letters were 
flashed.
If perception errors were 
driving the mistakes, the er-
ror rate would be the same 
500 milliseconds and 3 sec-
onds later. When the error 
rate increased over time, 
this suggested that false 

The idyllic villages that once boasted authenticity 
and natural beauty are slowly losing their charm 
as city people continue to flock there, bringing with 
them their penchant for constructing ugly, concrete 
buildings. The quaint, rustic architecture that was 
once the hallmark of these villages is being replaced 
by modern, soulless structures that stick out like sore 
thumbs in the otherwise serene landscape. 
The very essence of these villages, their unique 
character and charm, is being eroded, leaving 
behind a generic, homogenous landscape that lacks 
any real identity. Savadkuh County in Mazandaran 
Province is one of the most beautiful regions of our 
country that seems destined with such a blight.
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