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Asian Wrestling Championships:
Amouzad revels in bringing joy

to Iranians after retaining FS gold

Rahman Amouzad celebrates
with the Iranian flag after
winning the freestyle 65kg
gold at the Asian Wrestling
Championships in Astana,
Kazakhstan, on April 13,
2023.
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Freestyle wrestler Rahman Amouzad said there was
no bigger joy than making his fellow Iranians happy
after he walked away with the 65kg gold at the Asian
Wrestling Championshipsin Astana, Kazakhstan.

A gold medalist in last September’s World Champion-

ships in Belgrade, the 20-year-old defeated

Mongolian Tumur Ochir 3-1 to win

the ultimate prize atthe event fora

secondsuccessiveyear.

An activity point for the Mongo-
lian was the lone score of a staid
first period in which the 2021
world bronze winner consistent-

lyfended off Amouzad’sattacks.

In the second period, Ochir at-

tempted an arm spin, but Amou-
zad kept his feet and scrambled
behind for a takedown. He then
received an activity point to com-

pletethescoring.
“I dedicate my heart and my soul
to train hard to make the Iranian
people happy. Thisis the biggest
joy for me in life,” said Amou-
zad - also a winner of three
world cadet and junior gold

A 08 medals.

b Amouzad, who was only
named in the Iranian squad
after Payman Babaei was
ruled out of the event with
aninjury,outmuscledhost’s
Sanzhar Mukhtar in the
quarterfinals before edging

Japanese Ryoma Anraku 2-1 for

aplaceinthefinal.
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“I'hadless than amonth to prepare for the competition.
The 65kg division is the toughest in the world, butI en-
joy beingapartofthatweightclass. The Japan, Kazakh-
stanand Mongoliaopponentswereall trulygood wres-
tlers,’said Amouzad.

“I'hope to repeat this medal at the next World Champi-
onshipsandthe OlympicGames.”
Amouzadwassurprisingly the only one ofthe five Irani-
ans to makeitto the final showdowns on the first day of
thefreestyle contests.

Having suffered a last-four 8-5 defeat against Kazakh-
stan’s Bolat Sakayev, Amirhossein Kavousi beat Yajuro
Yamasaki 6-0 to claim a consolation bronze in the 79kg
contests-sharingthe podiumwithIndian Deepak Mirka
-with Sakayevgoingall the waytowinthegold, thanksto
a7-4triumphoverZafarbek OtakhonovofUzbekistan.
An Asian champion in 2020, Mojtaba Goleij also had
to settle for a joint third-spot finish in the 97kg class -
alongside Makhsud Veysalov of Uzbekistan - courtesy
ofa11-Owinagainsthome favorite BekzatUrkimbay.
Bahrain’s Akhmed Tazhudinov, who came out victori-
ousagainstGoleijinthesemifinals,easedtoan11-0win
againstChina’s Awusayiman Habilaforthegold.
Iranian duo Alireza Sarlak (57kg) and Morteza Qiassi
(70kg) leftthe eventempty-handed.

The freestyle event came after Iran had bagged 196
pointsenroutetothe Greco-Romantitlein Astana.
Pouya Dadmarz (55kg), Iman Mohammadi (63kg), Nass-
erAlizadeh (87kg), MehdiBali (97kg),and Amin Mirzaza-
deh (130kg) were the five Iranian gold medalists, while
Amin Kavianinejad settled for the silver after an injury
kepthimoutofthe 77kgfinal.
SajjadImentalabfellshortagainstlbragim Magomadov
of Kazakhstan in the 72kg final with Alireza Mohmadi
takingajointbronzeinthe82kgclass.
Kyrgyzstanfollowed Iraninthe Greco-Romanstanding
with 166 points, with Kazakhstan standing third on
160points.

Ten Hag plays down
Martinez injury fears

Manchester United manager
Erik ten Hag tried to stay pos-
itive about the injury suffered
by defender Lisandro Mar-
tinez during the 2-2 Europa
League draw with Sevilla on
Thursday.

There was speculation Mar-
tinez had suffered a serious
Achilles injury which would
endhisseason, Reutersreport-
ed.

“I cannot tell what it is, but is
notan Achilles,” the Dutchman
told reporters. “I have spoken
with him and he is okay and he
iscalm.”

United were leading 2-0 late in
the game at Old Trafford, but

had to settle for a 2-2 draw af-
ter conceding two own goals.
The draw was not the only
disappointment. Martinez
joined a list of injured players
includingstriker Marcus Rash-
ford, defender Luke Shaw and
Martinez'’s fellow centre back
Raphael Varane who had to be
replaced at halftime against
Sevilla.

“We have seen Licha Martinez
drop out after a moment,” Ten
Hag told MUTV. “There was
no opponent involved so it
doesn’t look that great but we
have to wait. The medical staff
have to do their job, to give the
rightdiagnosis.

“Ithink (itis) aninjury (thatmeans)
he will not play on Sunday,” Ten
Hagadded, referring to United’s
Premier League game at Not-
tingham Forest. “I cannot say
whatthediagnosis (is). [ preferto
waitand toknowwhatitis.”
Rashford, whohas contributed
28 goals and eight assists this
season, is expected to miss a
couple of weeks due a groin
injury.

United became only the sec-
ond English side to score two
owngoalsinasinglematchina
major European competition.
Chelsea were the first, in 2019 °
against Ten Hag's Ajax Amster-

dam.

Manchester United’s Lisandro Martinez (6) is helped off the pitch by Sevilla’s Marcos Acuna
and Gonzalo Montiel after sustaining an injury during a Europa League quarterfinal game at
0ld Trafford, Manchester, Britain, on April 13, 2023.
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Bayern suspend Mane after claims he punched team-mate Sane

Bayern Munich’s Sadio Mane (L) and Leroy Sane are pictured in a 3-0 defeat against Manchester City in
6 the UEFA Champions League quarter-finals at Etihad Stadium, Manchester, Britain, on April 13, 2023.
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Bayern Munich have left Sadio
Mane out of their squad for
today’s league match against
Hoffenheim amid reports he
punched team-mate Leroy
Sane.

Reports in Germany alleged
Mane hit Sane in the face fol-
lowing Tuesday’s 3-0 Cham-
pions League defeat by Man-
chester City at Etihad Stadium,
BBCSportreported.

The pair reportedly had to be
separated by team-matesafter
thealtercation.

Bayern said Senegal forward
Mane has been dropped be-
cause of “misconduct” and
confirmedhewillalsobefined.
“Sadio Mane, 31, will notbein-
cluded in the FC Bayern squad
forthisSaturday’shomematch
against 1899 Hoffenheim,”

said Bayern in a statement on
Thursday.

“This is due to his misconduct
after Bayern’s Champions
League match at Manchester
City. Mane will also be given a
fine”

Bild said former Liverpool
player Mane, a two-time Afri-
can footballer of the year, had
complained about the way
GermanywingerSanespoketo
himafterthedefeat.

After flying back to Germany,
Mane was picked up privately
at the airport while Sane got
theteambus.
BothManeandSanewereback
in training together on Thurs-
daymorning.

Neither player has yet com-
mented on the alleged alterca-
tion.

Bayern host City in their
quarter-final second leg next
Wednesday.

Mane joined Bayern from
Liverpool for £35mon athree-
year contract in June, shortly
before prolific striker Robert
Lewandowski left the German
championsforBarcelona.

He scored six goals in his first
seven matches in all compe-
titions for Bayern but has not
scored since October, strug-
gling to replicate the Poland
international’sexploits.

Mane, who scored 120 goals
in 269 appearances for Liver-
pool, missed the Qatar World
Cup because of a knee injury
picked up while playing for
Bayern in November, which
also kept him out of nine club
games.

‘Terrible’
Djokovic upset
by Musetti in
Monte Carlo
last16

Novak Djokovic (R) greets Lorenzo
Musetti after the last-16 match
at the Monte Carlo Masters in
Roquebrune-Cap-Martin, France, on
April 13, 2023.

GETTY IMAGES
Novak  Djokovic  was

knocked out in the last 16
of the Monte Carlo Mas-
ters by Lorenzo Musetti in
three sets on Thursday af-
ter the world number one
struggled badly onserve.
Djokovic, a two-time win-
ner in the Principality in
2013 and 2015, was bro-
ken eight times before go-
ing down 4-6, 7-5, 6-4 to
the 21st-ranked Musetti
on a wet and chilly day on
the Cote d’Azur, AFP re-
ported.

“(The) feeling is terrible
after playinglike this, hon-
estly. But congrats to him.
He stayed tough in import-
ant moments, and that’s
it,” said Djokovic.

The Serb led by a set and
a break against Musetti,
but the Italian youngster
fought back in a scrappy
second set and then pre-
vailed in the decider after
raininterrupted the match
foranhour.

Musetti advances to a
quarter-final meeting
with compatriot Jannik
Sinner, who saved a match
point before beating Po-
land’s HubertHurkacz 3-6,
7-6(8/6),6-1.

Djokovic, the big favourite
in the absence of Rafael
Nadal and Carlos Alcaraz,
surged 5-2 ahead in the
opening set. He dropped
serve as he tried to close
it out before breaking Mu-
settiforathird time.

The top seed again looked
in control at 4-2 in the sec-
ond but was broken easily
inagame thatstarted with
Djokovic justifiably un-
happy over a line call that
wentagainsthim.
Musettiwon the nextthree
games, successfully serv-
ing for the second set at
the second attempt after
blowing his chance while
leading 5-4.

A rain shower early in the
deciding set forced play to
be suspended, with Mu-
setti landing the decisive
break to go 5-3 up and
eventually sealing victory
on his fourth match point.
“I am struggling not to cry
because it is a dream for
me,” said Musetti, who led
Djokovic by two sets at Ro-
land Garrosin 2021 before
havingtoretire.

“Beating Novak is some-
thingremarkable forme.”
Djokovic, holder of a re-
cord 38 Masters titles, has
not gone beyond the last
eight in Monte Carlo since
2015.

“I don’t think it's cata-
strophic, but my feeling
is bad right now because I
lost the match. That’s all,”
said Djokovic.

“It's not a great day for
me, so I'm not really in the
mood to speak.”



