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IMF deal

Iran’'s oil minister visits Venezuela

on track
for Pakistan

AFP - Pakistan announced

financial support Friday
from the United Arab Emir-
ates and China totalling
$1.3 billion, giving the ailing
economy a shot in the arm
as it seeks to meet condi-
tions for the resumption of
an International Monetary
Fundbailout.

Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
said the UAE had promised
a billion dollars to prop up
Pakistan’s forex reserves -
which at their current level
of $4.04 billion can barely
pay for four weeks of im-
ports.

China on Friday released
$300 million to Pakistan -
thelasttranche ofa $1.3 bil-
lionrolloverloan, Darsaid.
“UAE authorities have con-
firmed to IMF for their bi-
lateral support of US$ one
billion to Pakistan,” Dar
tweeted.

Russian oil
exports up

AFP - Russian oil exports
jumped to their highest
level in almost three years
in March despite Western
sanctions, the International
Energy Agency said Friday.
The IEA said in its monthly
oil market report that to-
tal shipments from Russia
rose by 600,000 barrels per
day to 8.1 million bpd last
month, the highest level
since April2020.

USretail sales
postdrop

REUTERS - U.S.retail sales
fell more than expected
in March as consumers
cut back on purchases of
motor vehicles, suggest-
ing that the economy was
losing steam at the end of
the first quarter because of
higherinterestrates.
Retail sales dropped 1.0%
last month, the Commerce
Department said on Fri-
day. Data for February was
revised up to show retail
sales falling 0.2% instead
of 0.4% as previously re-
ported. Economists polled
by Reuters had forecast
salesslipping 0.4%.

to boost energy ties

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Owji
traveled to Venezuela to discuss
ways to “strengthen energy rela-
tions” between the two friendly
nations, according to the Latin
American country’s foreign min-

istry.

In a statement, the ministry said
Owji will meet Venezuelan of-
ficials and visit the facilities be-
longing to the state-run energy
firm PDVSA, reported Press TV.

Owji has already met with his
Venezuelan counterpart, Pedro
Rafael Tellechea, who also heads
PDVSA, a source at the firm told
Reuters, adding that the Iranian
oil minister plans to visit the El

Palitorefinery.

Iran and Venezuela, both subject
to illegal US sanctions, signed a
20-year cooperation deal last

cooperation.

largest crude

in Washington.

June during a state visit by Pres-
ident Nicolas Maduro to Tehran.
The document covered the ener-
gy sector, among other areas of

Venezuela,whichhastheworld’s
reserves, has
struggled in recent years to pro-
duce enough gasoline and die-
sel due to refinery outages as a
result of US bans and a political
turmoil which also has its roots

Tehran has strengthened ties
with Caracas, providing crude
and condensate as well as parts
and feedstockfor Venezuela'sag-
ing 1.3 million barrel per day oil
(bpd) refining network.

It has also overseen a project to
modernize the largest refining
complexinVenezuela.

Relocating industries to coastal areas: Possible solution
to Iran’s water crisis
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Iran is facing an ongo-
ing water crisis that has
affected many central
cities in the country, par-
ticularly Isfahan, where
residents grapple with a
decrease in water pres-
sure. The situation is ex-
acerbated by an influx of
individuals from under-
privileged regions into
industrial metropolises,
resulting in a persistent
shortage of water re-
sources. The establish-
ment of water-intensive
factories in cities like Is-
fahan and Yazd has also
been a contentious issue,
with some advocating for
their relocation to alter-
native locations to allevi-
ate the water problem.

Isrelocatingto
coastal areasthe
solution?

Some environmental ex-
perts have proposed the
relocation of cities and in-
dustriesto coastalareasas
a possible solution to the

water crisis. The Makran
region, adjacent to the
Oman Sea, is suggest-
ed as a viable option for
relocating  water-inten-
sive industries from the
central plateau. Mohsen
Mousavi-Khansari, a pro-
ponent of relocating cities
to coastal regions, asserts
that the Iranian plateau’s
centerhasnearlydepleted
its subterranean water re-
sources, makingitaregion
with an unsustainable fu-
ture. Most of the region’s
static underground water
resources have been ex-
hausted, and the ecolog-
ical carrying capacity of
this region has been ex-
ceeded.

According to Mousa-
vi-Khansari, a crucial
step isacknowledging the
inevitability of relocat-
ing the population from
the central plateau to the
southern coastal regions
within the next decade.
He suggested that the 7th
Development Plan of Iran
should prioritize studies

on creating multiple meg-
acities on the Oman coast,
eachaccommodating four
to five million residents.
By the year 2031, indus-
tries and populations
must be transferred to
thesenewurbanareas.

Challengesin
relocation

However, the plan is
fraught with many com-
plexities and uncertain-
ties. Some experts advo-
cate for this approach,
while others are firmly
againstit. Every construc-
tion project entails some
degree of damage, and the
relocation of industries
and cities comes with its
own set of challenges.
The creation of multiple
megacities requires the
establishment of various
airports, ports, and other
essential infrastructure
on the Makran coastline,
which is a formidable un-
dertaking.

The interests of the indus-

tries are also a factor to
consider. The people of [s-
fahanmaintainthatthein-
terests of these industries
are national in scope, and
a significant proportion
of the shareholders, and
even laborers, hail from
outside of Isfahan. The
relocation of industries to
coastal areas could nega-
tivelyimpactthe economy
and livelihoods of many
people, particularly those
who rely on these indus-
tries foremployment.

Population

relocation

Population relocation is
another challenge that
requires careful planning
and execution. Mousa-
vi-Khansari suggests that
the current government
should plan for the reduc-
tion of the population of
central cities by half and
relocate them to cities in
the south. Isfahan, with
a current population of
four million people, may

witness a growth to six
million people with water
transfer projects, but it
needs to reduce its popu-
lation to two million. The
relocation of populations
comes with its own set of
challenges, including the
provision of housing, em-
ployment opportunities,
and essential services.

Need for
comprehensive plan
Inthe case of Isfahan’s wa-
ter scarcity,a comprehen-
sive plan is necessary to
address the multifaceted
issue. The city’s demand
for water is estimated at
threebillion cubic meters,
and transferring a mere
one hundred million cu-
bic meters will not suffice
to meet it. The plan must
involve not only water
transfer but also the relo-
cation of industries, such
as Mobarakeh Steel Com-
pany and iron smelting
plants, which are unsus-
tainable with waste water.

Russia’s flag carrier sends Airbus
A330 for repair to Iran

Russia’s largest airline
Aeroflot has sent one of its
Western-made jets to Iran
for repair amid sanctions
that prevent the compa-
ny from obtaining spare
parts orundergoing main-
tenanceinthe West.
Reuters cited a statement
by Aeroflot which said
that an Airbus A330-300
aircraft operated by the
company had flied to Iran
toreceive maintenance.
“The maintenance of the
Airbus A330 aircraft (in
Iran) will be implemented
by a provider for a wide
range of work,” said the
statement.

“The firm has all the nec-
essary material resources,
certificates and extensive
experience, (while) the
provider performs main-

tenance with a high-qual-
ity level,” itadded without
naming the Iranian com-
pany thatwill carryoutthe
repair.

The statement came after
Russian media outlet the
RBC first reported on the
maintenance of Aeroflot
jetinlran.

Flight tracking data sug-
gested the aircraft flew to
Tehran on April 5 and has
remained thereuntilnow.
[ranian transportation au-
thorities had announced
last year that Russian air-
lines were using the main-
tenance services provided
by Iranian companies.
However, it is a first time
that Russia’s flag carrier
is sending a large West-
ern jet to Iran for mainte-
nance.

That comes amid joint ef-
forts by Iran and Russia
to undermine Western
sanctions thathave target-
ed the key sectors of their
economies.

Russia intensified its ef-
forts to use the experience
of Iranian companies in
countering Western sanc-
tions since the country
came under pressure by
the United Statesandallies
more than a year ago be-
cause of its involvement in
the Ukraine war.

Internet available to over 91% of

Iran’s villages: Minister

Iran’s Telecoms Minister
Issa Zarepour said more
than 91% of Iranian vil-
lages with a population of
over 20 households have
access to the internet via
the country’s domestic
network.

Zarepour said in a post
on his account in the
local social media plat-
form Bale on Thursday
that internet had been
made available to some
3,425 villages across
Iran since the current

administration took
office in August 2020,
PressTVreporte.

“Considering this number
of new villages, the sta-
tistics on linking villages
of above 20 households
to the National Informa-
tion Network (NIN) has

increased from 80% in
the start of the adminis-
tration to 91%,” said the
minister.

Iran is working fast to ex-
pand the NIN as part of
efforts to make internet
safer, faster and more reli-
able. The government has
encouraged local services
and platforms to move
their data and servers to
the NIN.

Zarepour said many of
the villages that were
connected to high-speed
internet in Iran over the
past two years were lo-
cated in hard-to-reach
areas, making it more
difficultand more expen-
sive for the government
to supply the infrastruc-
ture needed for the net-
work.




