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Asian Wrestling Championships:

Iran finishes third, hits all-time low
in freestyle contests

C Sports Desk >

An under-par campaign at the
Asian Wrestling Championships
in Astana, Kazakhstan, saw Iran
stand third in the freestyle con-
tests - the lowest finish for the
dominantforce ofthesportinthe
continent since the competition
was firstintroducedin 1979.
Iranian head coach Pejman
Dorostkar did not take a full-
strength squad tothe eventbutthe
resultwill still go down as a failure
for the 29-time champion, which
saw its run of four successive titles
cometoanendbythehost.
Kazakhstan bagged four golds,
two silvers and a bronze to dom-
inate the freestyle table with 179
points, with Japaninsecond with
129 points, thanks to the 92kg
gold for Arash Yoshida, whose
father is an Iranian, as well as a
silver and four bronze medals.
The Iranian team managed
only a single gold medal across
10 weight classes - courtesy
of reigning world champion
Rahman Amouzad in the 65kg
contests — while Alireza Karimi
fell short against home favorite
Azamat Dauletbekov in the 86kg
final on Friday.

° Iran’s Alireza Karimi (blue) is in action against Kazakhstan’s Azamat Dauletbekov in the freestyle 86kg final at the Asian Wrestling

Championships in Astana, Kazakhstan, on April 14, 2023.
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Buheerdun in a 125kg third-
place match, with Hossein Abou-
zari (74kg) and Arashk Mohebbi
(92kg) also leaving the event
empty-handed.

Amirhossein Kavousi (79kg) and
Mojtaba Goleij (97kg) had bagged
a couple of bronze medals for
Iranontheprecedingnightasthe
country finished with 124 points
- four points clear of fourth-
placed Uzbekistan.

The freestyle disappointment
for Iran came after the country
had tallied 196 points enroute to
the Greco-Roman title earlier in
Astana.

Pouya Dadmarz (55kg), Iman Mo-
hammadi (63kg), Nasser Aliza-
deh (87kg), Mehdi Bali (97kg), and
Amin Mirzazadeh (130kg) were
the five Iranian gold medalists,
while Amin Kavianinejad settled
for the silver after an injury kept
him outofthe 77kg final.

Sajjad Imentalab fell short
against Ibragim Magomadov of

A bronze medalist in last Sep-
tember’s World Championships,
Dauletbekov won the bout 4-1
to grab his second Asian gold in
a row and settle the score with
Karimi, who had beaten him on
numerous occasions over the

pastadecade - mostrecently at
the FSWorld Cupin December.

Meanwhile,  Yassin  Rezaei
bounced back from a semifinal
setback against Kyrgyzstan's
Taiyrbek Zhumashbek Uulu to
defeat Kodai Ogawa of Japan 7-4

forajoint 61kgbronze alongside
Mongolian Tuvshintulga Tu-
menbileg.

It was a final day to forget for
Iranian wrestling on Friday
as Amir-Reza Masoumi, trail-
ing 4-2, was pinned by China’s

Kazakhstaninthe 72kgfinal with
Alireza Mohmadi taking a joint
bronzeinthe 82kgclass.

Kyrgyzstan followed Iran in the
Greco-Roman standing with 166
points, with Kazakhstan finish-

ingthirdon 160 points.

Butler, Strus lead Heat past Bulls into Playofts

Jimmy Butler and the Miami Heat
caught fire down the stretch to beat
the Chicago Bulls 102-91 and reach
the NBA Playoffs on Friday, as the Min-
nesota Timberwolves dominated the
Oklahoma City Thunder to book their
postseasonberth.

Miami, smarting from a loss to the At-
lanta Hawks on Tuesday; clinched the
Eastern Conference’s eighth and final
seed to set up a meeting with the top
seeded Milwaukee Bucks starting to-
night, AFPreported.

Minnesota meanwhile will face West-
ern Conference top seeds Denver in
the first round of the Playoffs after a
comprehensive 120-95 blowout of
Oklahoma City.

While Minnesota romped into the
postseason, Miami’s clash with Chi-
cago went down to the wire before
Butler, helped by the three-pointers
of Max Strus, secured victory for Erik
Spoelstra’steam.
Butlerputup31points,atallymatched
by Struswho shot 7-12 on three point-
ers, includinga crucial 26-footjumper
with 1:14]eftthatputMiami96-91 up.

Strus secured the win with three free
throws after he was fouled by Alex
Caruso as he tried to make a throw
fromthecorner.

The Heathad been 14 points up in the
first quarter but a 12-2 run from the
Bulls in the third levelled the game up
at56-56.

A Zach LaVine dunk then put Chi-
cago up for the first time since the
opening basket of the game and three
three-pointers early in the fourth from
CobyWhiteensuredthe Bullswere90-
87withthreeminutestogo.
ButthenButlerand Strustook control.
Butler was fouled while making a
lay-up and then Bam Adebayo, who
grabbed 17 rebounds, sank two free
throws after he was fouled by Nikola
Vucevictomakeit93-90.

Butler set up Strus for a three pointer
beforehethenmadesureofthevictory
fromthefree-throwline.

The Heat had found themselves in the
elimination game after losing their
opening play-in game to the Atlanta
Hawksand faced the prospectofbeing
the firstdivisional winner not to make

theplayoffs.

“I don’t think any of us felt any type of
pressure. We went out, we competed,
we played the right way, corrected
some things, and did what we were
supposedtodo,’said Butler.

DeMar DeRozan top scored for the
Bullswith 26 pointsand nineassists.
In Minneapolis, the Timberwolves put
their team’s recent turbulence behind
themtodemolish OklahomaCCity.
Minnesota finished theregular season
in disarray, with team-mates Rudy
Gobertand Kyle Anderson involved in
asideline punch-up in their final regu-
larseasongamelastSunday.

Gobert was subsequently suspend-
ed for Tuesday’s play-in defeat to the
Los Angeles Lakers, but returned on
Fridayto contribute 21 pointsinacon-
vincingvictory.

Minnesotaled by as many as 29 points
at one stage in the fourth quarter and
were up by double digits for most of
thesecondhalf.

Karl-Anthony Towns led the Timber-

wolvesscoringwith 28 pointswhileall °

fivestartersfinishedindoublefigures.

Heat forward Jimmy Butler (22) goes up for the basket during an NBA
victory over the Bulls in Miami, FL, US, on April 14, 2023.

Big-money moves ‘like child asking for Ferrari, Klopp says
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Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp has com-

pared talk of big-money transfers with a

five-year-old asking for a Ferrari for
Christmas.

v Despite being heavily linked with a

move, the Reds will not pursue sign-

ingEngland midfielder Jude Bellingham

because of the money involved, BBC Sport

reported.

Any move for the 19-year-old Borussia
Dortmund player could cost in excess of
£100m.

“We cannot have six players in a summer,
everyonefor£100m,”hesaid.

The German added: “We are not children;
when you ask a five-year-old what they
want for Christmas and they say a Ferrari,
youwouldn’tsay ‘oh, that'sagoodidea’
“Youwouldsay ‘no, thatistooexpensiveand
anyway,youcannotdriveit.Ifthiskidisthen
unhappytheirwholelifebecausehe cannot

getaFerrari,itwouldbeareallysadlife.
“You look what you can do, and you work
withthat.

“What we need and what we want, we try
absolutely everythingto getit,butthereare
moments whenyou have toacceptthatthis
orthatisnotpossible forus-youstep aside
anddodifferentstuff”

Liverpool will have Luis Diaz available
whenthey face Leeds United at Elland Road
onMonday.

The Reds, eighth in the table, have won just
oneoftheirpastfive Premier Leaguegames.
Klopp says he expects Leeds to come out
fighting, particularly after the “proper
knock” theyfacedin Sunday’s 5-1 homede-
featby Crystal Palace.

“We expect them to be on their toes, proper
atmosphere,’said Klopp.

“We have to build on two games with
good moments. We will try to do that. We

have nothing to lose, we have to try new
things; everything is on the table. I'm
looking forward to the game. Leeds will
go with all they have. It will never be an
easygame.”’

Meanwhile, the Football Association said
it would not be taking any further action
againstassistantreferee Constantine Hatzi-
dakis over an incident involving Liverpool
left-back Andy Robertson during Sunday’s
2-2drawwithArsenal.

Hatzidakis had been stood down while an
investigation was held, after he made con-
tact with Robertson’s chin when the player
approached himatthe end ofthe firsthalfat
Anfield.

“I think it has been dealt with really well,”
saidKlopp.
“Iwasn’tawareofitduringthegame;Ispoke
to Robbo and the other guys, not the assis-
tant,butnowwecancarryon”

PSG coach
Galtier denies
racism
allegation
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Christophe Galtierdeniedhe
had made racist comments
during his time as coach of
Ligue 1 club Nice as a pre-
liminary investigation into
“discrimination based on
alleged race or religion” was
launched by the Nice prose-
cution office onFriday.

The allegation was made in
emails of Julien Fournier; the
former director of football at
Nice, Reutersreported.
Galtier, now coach of Paris
St Germain, was in charge
of Nice during the 2021-22
season.

“There is a preliminary in-
vestigation into discrimina-
tion based on alleged race
or religion. The headquar-
ters of OGC Nice are being
searched,” Nice prosecutor
Xavier Bonhomme said on
Friday.

According to RMC Sport
website, Fournier’s emails
alleged that Galtier com-
plained about “having too
many black and Muslim
players”inthe Niceteam.

“I' have decided to take legal
action against those who
have violated my honour
and I can only be satisfied
withthe openingofaninves-
tigation,” Galtier told a news
conference ahead of Satur-
day’s top-of-the-table clash
against second-placed RC
LensattheParcdesPrinces.
“As many of you I was
stunned by the comments
that were attributed to me
and that were relayed in an
irresponsible manner;” Galt-
ieradded.

“I am a child of the HLM
estates (subsidised housing
estates), raised in diversity,
raised to respect others no
matter their origin, their co-
lourortheirreligion.”

PSG said they supported
theirhead coach.

“PSG supports Christophe
Galtierandwishesthattheju-
dicial systemwillshinealight
onthetruthontheseriousal-
legations against our coach,”
PSGsaidinastatement.
Fournier said earlier this
week that he was dismayed
by the timing of the reve-
lation, although he did not
deny having made the alle-
gation.

Galtier has been placed un-
der protection by PSG, daily
newspaper Le Parisien re-
ported, after hisphone num-
ber was shared on social
media.

Several Ligue 1 coaches and
footballers who played un-
der Galtier have been sup-
portingthe PSGcoach.

“I worked with Galtier
and never felt negative be-
haviour from him about my
religionornationality. Heisa
greatcoachaswellasagreat
person,” said Turkish striker
BurakYilmaz, a Muslim who
won the Ligue 1 title with
Lillein2021 under Galtier.



