"The Lovely
SKky' goes
to Zlin Film
Festival in
Czech

MEHR

MEHR - The Iranian an-
imation ‘The Lovely Sky’
will take part at the 63rd
Zlin Film Festival, also
known as the Interna-
tional Film Festival for
Children and Youth in the
Czech Republic, slated for
June 1-7.

Directed by Amir Mehran,
the Iranian animation is
going to participate in this
cinematic event.

“An impatient fighter pilot
bombs cities every day.
He returns to his little girl
every night after complet-
ing his mission. The girl
loves to fly, but the father
doesn'’t fulfill his daugh-
ter’s dream because of
the bitter memory of his
wife’s death. The war is
getting closer every day.
A day an incident chang-
es their life, forever, reads
the synopsis of this ani-
mation movie.” The syn-
opsis of the film reads.
The film has already tak-
en part in various festivals
including the 18th Annual
Vancouver Island Short
Film Festival.

The audience consists
mainly of children and
youth from the Zlin region,
but also university students
and adult visitors to whom
late-night screening slot
with appropriate drama-
turgy are devoted. More
and more film profession-
als from all over the world
come to Zlin.

Morgan
Freeman
opens up
aboutrace:
'Black History
Month is an
insult’

SUNDAY TIMES - In a rare
new interview with U.K.
newspaper the Sunday
Times, Oscar winner Mor-
gan Freeman explained why
he objects to the term "Afri-
can-American,” and why it's
an "insult" to limit the teach-
ing of Black history to just
one month.

In the interview, Freeman,
85, was asked about his past
comments, in a 2005 inter-
view with CBS's Mike Wal-
lace, about how not talking
about race might help end
racism.

“Two things I can say pub-
licly that I do not like: Black
History Month is an insult.
You're going to relegate my
history to a month?” Free-
man responded.

“Also ‘African-American’ is
an insult,” he added. "I don’t
subscribe to that title. Black
people have had different
titles all the way back to the
n-word and [ do not know
how these things get such a
grip, but everyone uses ‘Afri-
can-American. 'What does it
really mean?"
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(Cave writing in Iran dates
back (0 148,000 years ago

That these rock
paintings, in
addition to their
artistic features,
are similar (o the
caves of Lascaux
inFrance and
Altamira in Spain.

SN,

( Arts & Culture Desk )

EXCLUSIVE

It has always been believed
that the oldest human
painted animal images
are located in the caves of
Chauvet and Lascaux in
France, or in the cave of Al-
tamira in Spain, which dates
back 32,000 years, but the
Hoomian and Mirmelas
caves in Iran’s Lorestan
shattered that illusion. The
chief tourism official in Lo-
restan Province told Iran
newspaper that, based on
a piece of bone excavated
by Charles McBurney from
Cambridge University, the
age of the area where the
Hoomian rock paintings
are located dates back to
148,000 years ago.

The remaining paintings
and drawings on the south
and north walls of Hoomian
Cave are mostly images of
fighting, hunting, humans
and animals such as deer,
cows, dogs, foxes, and es-
pecially horses and riders
shooting, hunting, engraved
on the walls in red and
black, Ata Hassanpour said.
Archaeological studies
show that existing paintings
are divided into two groups.
The former is artworks that
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humans have drawn on
stones and rocks based on
their artistic taste, and the
latter is ritual patterns that
indicate preparation for
hunting. According to Has-
sanpour, 1,000 caves have
been identified in Lorestan,
165 of which have been
registered on the National
Heritage List.

“There are several caves
in the Paleolithic era in
the province, on which
American archaeologists
have conducted studies
during the 1960s. Among
all the caves of Lorestan,
Khorramabad Valley has
17 prehistoric sites, which
have the five caves of “Qa-
mari”, “Yafte”, “Konji”, “Ga-
rarjaneh” and “Pasangar”
that have been excavated.
As mentioned in the final
speech of American arche-
ologist Frank Hole in Khor-
ramabad in 2010, the pre-
historic capital of Iran was
Khorramabad Valley.
Referring to the excavations
done from 1961 to 1963,
he said, McBurney from
Cambridge University was
dispatched to identify the
caves of Lorestan. Accom-
panied by a tourism official
in Lorestan, Hamid Izad-
panah, and local people in
the 1960s, he discovered
paintings on the rocks of
the mountains in parts of
Kuhdasht. However, before
him, Mrs. Claire, in a report
in Iran magazine, had al-
ready mentioned the exis-
tence of such caves because,
until then, this site was not
registered as an archae-
ological site. Years later,
McBurney explored these
caves and documented its
rock patterns.

The archaeologist believes
that these rock paintings,
in addition to their artistic

features, are similar to the
caves of Lascaux in France
and Altamira in Spain. In
addition, they have two im-
portant historical features:
they have the highest alti-
tude above sea level; they
have the oldest absolute
dating among Iranian sites.
Speaking about the motifs
on the rocks, he said that
they are human, animal,
plant and geometric shapes,
being categorized in four
sections: human motifs,
including a rider, a warrior,
sitting, standing, spear in
hand, sword in hand, and
throwing a lasso; animal
motifs including horses,
deer, goats, cows, dogs and
foxes; geometric motifs are
not very clear, but they are
probably ritual patterns;
last but not least are tree
motifs.

Regarding the elucidation
of a painting, he said, the
painting of a man riding a
horse and hunting a deer
has two different interpre-
tations: first, it evokes the
desire of a man on a horse,
or the reality that existed
and was depicted.
Hassanpour said that based
on thorium-uranium tests,
the age of the place where
the paintings are located
dates back to 148,000 years
ago. Of course, it must be
admitted that this dating
cannot be considered for
the paintings as well. Ac-
cording to the latest inves-
tigations, a small part of the
paintings was delivered to
the laboratory to receive
the necessary tests. We
hope that the results will
lead us to a more accurate
dating and provide more
information to the art re-
searchers of the world.
“The range of colors of
these motifs is generally
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ochre, black, and in some
places yellow,” he said.
“Studies on these paintings
show that the colors are
natural, which were tak-
en from the red soil of the
Sarsorkheh or Sarsoren
region.”

The mountain where these
paintings are located on
its walls is called Sar-
sorkheh. A rocky moun-
tain made of limestone
that gives a red glaze when
dissolved in water. Once
the glaze is mixed with

the gum of wild pine trees
or animal fat, it becomes
permanent. In addition,
they are placed under the
arch of the mountain and
no wind, water or sunlight
can destroy these motifs,
so they have remained for
along time.

He believes that humans
are the main enemy of
these paintings.

“These ancient artworks
have survived for thou-
sands of years in nature,
but since the human hand
has reached them, we are
getting closer to their de-
cay every day.”

Regarding the preserva-
tion of these ancient trea-
sures, Hassanpour said,
“Our effort is to save many
of these works from hu-
man hands. To this end, we
have tried to make people
aware of the antiquity and
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value of these works by
placing iron bars, and ap-
pointing guards.”
Another problem is that
treasure hunting is so
common these days. Al-
though these artifacts
are the result of human
thought in the prehistor-
ic era, it is possible that
someone might destroy
these treasures uninten-
tionally.
According to Hassan-
pour, these paintings are
among the top 10 known
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cave works in the country;
there are no similar ones

in the world, considering
the antiquity, originality
and integrity.

France’s Lascaux Cave has
paintings half the size of
our paintings; all are en-
closed and human entry
is prohibited, and only the
works scanned by laser
are displayed on the ar-
tificial screen, because it
is believed that even the
breath of a tourist is harm-
ful to the preservation of
the works.

He concluded that the old-
est paintings in the world
and the first human ef-
forts to record the events
of their time are in these
caves. This is how the
caveman speaks. Words on
the cave walls are an ab-
stract of visual literature,
not written literature.



