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Kazakhstan’s 
PM due in 
Iran next 
week 

MEHR –  Kazakhstan’s 
Prime Minister Alikhan 
Smailov is scheduled to 
visit Tehran next week 
for talks on economic re-
lations.
Smailov will visit Iran at 
the invitation of Iran’s 
First Vice President Mo-
hammad Mokhber. His 
trip is aimed at expanding 
the economic and com-
mercial relations between 
the two countries.
The Kazakh prime minis-
ter is set to hold meetings 
with high-ranking Iranian 
officials during his visit.
Trade volume between 
Iran and Kazakhstan in 
the first 10 months of 
2022 reached $450 mil-
lion. During this period, 
Iran’s exports to Kazakh-
stan increased by 26.5% 
and imports increased by 
15%.

Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei said 
the enemy has always 
sought to polarize the 
Iranian nation, calling 
on the country’s student 

community to adhere to 
the principles of realism 
in its demands.
Ayatollah Khamenei made 
the remarks on Tuesday 
in an address to a group 
of university students 

and campaigners of stu-
dent movements, accord-
ing to Press TV.
“ St u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s 
should not polarize the 
student community and 
the country. Polarization 

is the will of the enemy. 
Students’ demands must 
be accompanied by real-
ism and providing scien-
tific and practical solu-
tions,” the Leader said.
Ayatollah Khamenei dis-
missed the idea that any 
dismay about the reso-
lution of the country’s 
problems has an inter-
nal origin, saying it is the 
enemy’s strategy to make 
the Iranian nation feel 
disappointed about itself.  
Emphasizing that “ev-
eryone should be up-to-
date in getting to know 
the enemy’s plan and 
strategy,” the Leader 
said, “Whether we under-
stand it or not, the ene-
my is constantly working 
against the ‘righteous 
front’ by spending money 
and resources.”
The Leader also said the 
ill-wishing media insist 
that the Iranian nation 
has turned away from re-

ligious beliefs and revo-
lutionary ideals, but this 
year’s Laylat al-Qadr, 
which marks the night 
when the Holy Qur’an was 
revealed to the Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH), and 
international Quds Day 
were more vibrant than 
last year.
Responding to a question 
about the possibility of 
holding referendums on 
the country’s issues, the 
Leader said, “Is it possi-
ble to hold referendums 
on various issues in the 
country? Where in the 
world do they do this? 
Do all the people who 
have to participate in 
the referendum have the 
ability to analyze that 
issue?”
Ayatollah Khamenei 
called on the Iranian 
youths to resolutely 
follow the path of the 
Islamic Revolution and 
Islam while keeping hope 
and rationality alive, and 
warned, “Enemies hold a 
grudge against the Ira-
nian youths” as they are 
afraid of the Iranian 
young generation’s pres-
ence, work and motiva-
tion.  

Iran-IAEA talks progressing: Eslami
The head of the Atomic En-
ergy Organization of Iran 
has hailed the advance 
in negotiations between 
Iran and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency.
Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of a cabinet 
session on Wednesday, 
Mohammad Eslami said 
that delegations from the 
two sides are in contact 
constantly, adding that the 
process of negotiations is 
making headway, Tasnim 
news agency reported.
Eslami noted that techni-
cal and expert delegations 
representing Iran and the 
IAEA make reciprocal vis-
its and contacts every day, 

adding that a report on the 
results of the talks will be 
publicized in due time.
He also highlighted Iran’s 
advances in the produc-
tion of radiopharmaceu-
ticals, saying 67 types of 
radiopharmaceuticals are 
administered to over one 
million cancer patients in 
210 hospitals and medical 
centers across the country.
Iranian experts in the 

pharmaceutical industry 
have in recent years made 
great headways in produc-
ing medicines used to cure 
a broad range of diseases.
In December 2022, sci-
entists at the AEOI’s Nu-
clear Science and Tech-
nologies Research Center 
developed the Rheni-
um-188-based radiophar-
maceutical for the treat-
ment of neuroendocrine 
tumors (NETs).
Eslami said in January 
that Iran had been ranked 
among the world’s top five 
states in the production 
of radiopharmaceuticals, 
which are exported to nine 
countries.

Leader: Enemy seeking to polarize 
Iranian nation

Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
addresses a group of university 
students and campaigners of 
student movements in Tehran, Iran, 
on April 18, 2023.
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Reaffirming that Iran has 
always south to support 

its neigh-
bors and 

establish peace and se-
curity in the region, the 
legislator maintained that 
as a powerful state, Iran 
has never been indiffer-
ent toward the destiny 
and security of its Muslim 
neighbor, and that is why 
Tehran has backed Baku 
at various critical mo-
ments.
“We believe that while 
the territorial integrity 
of our neighbors should 
be respected, the cultural 
commonalities of them 
should be highlighted and 
deepened so that our peo-
ples grow ever closer,” the 

MP said.
Moqtadaei called Azer-
baijan “a precious part” 
of the Muslim world and 
stressed that Israel cannot 
be allowed entry to the 
region as a result of ama-
teurish measures since “it 
would hurt the people and 
interests of the country in 
the long-term”.
“We have conveyed this to 
the Azerbaijani authori-
ties because we believe 
that any damage dealt 
from that front to Azer-
baijan will eventually spill 
over into other regional 
countries.” 
He emphasized that the 
current Iranian govern-
ment seek to boost rela-
tions with neighbors and 

ensure regional security 
through good neighborli-
ness.
“We have never sought to 
break ties with Azerbai-
jan, and Iran’s strategic 
patience over bilateral 
disputes of late have been 
self-evident,” Moghtadaei 
said, adding that Azerbai-
jani officials should take 
necessary precautions in 
this regard lest their coun-
try be damaged.
He advised Baku to main-
tain its independency in 
various affairs and rely 
on its domestic capabili-
ties and potential, warn-
ing that if its policies lead 
to dependence on other 
countries, no good shall 
come to them.
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Pakistan welcomed res-
toration of diplomatic 
relations between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia. 
Pakistan’s  Foreign 
Minister Hina Rabbani 
Khar in a meeting with 
Iran’s Ambassador to 
Islamabad Seyyed Mo-
hammad Ali Hosseini 
on Tuesday said Pa-
kistan is the happiest 
country in the world in 
this regard, according 

to Mehr news agency. 
Saudi Arabia severed 
its diplomatic relations 
with Iran in 2016 fol-
lowing protests outside 
its embassy in Tehran 
over Riyadh’s execution 
of Shia cleric Sheikh 
Nimr Baqir al-Nimr. 
A Chinese-brokered 
agreement between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia 
helped the two coun-
tries restore diplomatic 
relations.
The rapprochement 

agreement has had 
positive impacts in the 
Middle East region.
Iranian and Pakistani 
officials also discussed 
other issues such as bi-
lateral ties and the situ-
ation in Afghanistan. 
Pakistan’s top diplomat 
emphasized the com-
mitment of Islamabad 
to the all-out develop-
ment of relations with 
Tehran, including in the 
political, economic and 
commercial fields.

Iranian MP advises Baku 
to be far-sighted
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Iran, Russia 
discuss talks 
on Syria

Iran discovers 
large batch 
of smuggled 
weapons 

MEHR – Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to Russia Kazem Jalali 
held talks with Russian 
Deputy Minister of For-
eign Affairs Mikhail Bog-
danov over quadrilateral 
talks on Syria. 
Recently, the Russian Am-
bassador to Syria Alek-
sandr Yefimov said that 
the meeting of the foreign 
ministers of Iran, Russia, 
Syria and Türkiye was 
postponed to May. The 
meeting between the se-
nior diplomats from Rus-
sia, Iran, Syria and Türki-
ye was to be held on April 
3-4 in Moscow.

IRNA – Iran’s border forc-
es have discovered a large 
batch of weapons and 
ammunition smuggled 
into the country.
Authorities in the west-
ern city of Dehloran in 
Ilam Province announced 
the discovery of more 
than 11,000 bullets, 60 
pistols and 10 Kalash-
nikov rifles along with 
120 magazines.
In connection with this, a 
person has been arrested 
by the security forces.
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