
IRNA – Five Turkish pub-
lishers will showcase 
their book titles in the 
34th Tehran Internation-
al Book Fair, said Majid 
Ja’fari-Aqdam, director of 
the Iranian Pol Literary & 
Translation Agency. 
The publishing houses 
Usturlab Yayınları, Nar 
Yayınları, MSE Yayınları, 
Vakvak Yayınları, and Sig-
ma Publishing will attend 
the book fair from May 16 
to 18. 
The book fair will run from 
May 10 to 20. 
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The largest Sassanid pal-
ace, which lay in ruins 
and was on the verge of 
destruction, has been pro-
tected by villagers and 
magnificently restored.
It was in 1979, shortly af-
ter the revolution, when 
some people came riding 
trucks to cart off the stones 
of the palace. 
“In the wake of the revo-
lution, palaces should be 
destroyed for the benefit 
of the people,” it was said, 
adding that they have 
the official permission to 
discard the stones of the 
palace. However, the local 
people of Atashkadeh vil-
lage, led by A’zamollah Ka-
zemi, surrounded them to 
prevent them from cutting 
off the stones of Ardeshir 
Babakan Palace.
Although a few stones have 
been carted off in all these 
years, during the last 100 
years the local people have 
prevented the destruction 
of the palace. 
Kazemi prevented the 
destruction of the palace 
under the pretext that they 
had worked there, and in 
case of the palace’s de-
struction, there would be 
no proof of their working 
to receive a salary.
After the defeat of Ardavan, 
the last Parthian king, Ar-
deshir Babakan, the found-
er of the Sassanid Empire, 
ordered the construction of 
this monument in the third 
century, about 1,800 years 
ago, in Firouzabad, Fars 
Province. The manor was 
built to host large gath-
erings and demon-
strate the power and 
authority of Ardeshir. 

The mansion was built 
with stone and plaster, so 
strong that it still stands.
After fencing the site, one 
part of the eight-acre site 
was turned into a necropo-
lis for a long while, though 
its inscription on UNES-
CO’s World Heritage Site in 
2018 gradually led to the 
cessation of burying dead 
people there. 
When Kazemi started 
his work, the palace lay 
partially in ruins. Having 
collaborated with experts 
from the University of Zu-
rich and worked for the 
Iranian Cultural Heritage, 
Handicrafts and Tourism 
Organization after the 
1979 Islamic Revolution, 
along with the villagers, he 
unearthed the palace. 
The palace is one of the 
first domed constructions 
in Iran. By all accounts, 
Muslims were inspired 
by Sassanid architecture 
and picked up the skills 
of dome construction. The 
architecture of many other 
Iranian domed monuments 
was modeled after the Pal-
ace of Ardeshir. 
The technique of domed 
construction is completely 
dependent on the quality 
of the plastering mortar. 
As its hardening time is 
short, this method allows 
a domed construction 
without any center. Using 
the corner construction 
technique, the domes are 
located on four sides.
Dazzling the eyes of ev-
ery visitor, the dome of 
the central hall of the pal-

ace has not collapsed for 
1,800 years. Built without 
a cap (skylight), the dome 
is one of the architectural 
wonders of the Sassanid 
period. It was built on a 
squinch, and it is said that 
not even one stone has 
fallen from the vault of the 
central hall of the palace. A 
lot of skill has been used in 
its construction, and the 
stones are standing firmly, 
having used compressed 
plaster mortar. 
Inside the palace, the halls 
are connected through 
corridors. The wall deco-
rations in the side hall are 
also amazing; they remind 
the viewer of Persepolis. 
The Sassanids applied the 
architectural arts used in 
Persepolis to beautify the 
walls.
The restoration of the pal-
ace required a lot of skill 
and attention. In order to 

correctly guess the archi-
tectural style, the fallen 
stones were returned to 
their original place using 
plaster mortar reminiscent 
of the Sassanid period. 
The palace was built next 
to a picturesque pond, on 
the bank of the western 
branch of Tangab River, 
which was fed by a spring. 
Nobody knows for sure 
whether the pond was 
built, or had already ex-
isted; however, since the 
pond was floored, it can-
not be unrelated to the 
palace. The lake is located 
downstream the palace 
and, therefore, there is a 
relatively steep slope be-
tween the pond and the 
palace. To compensate for 
this slope, the Sassanids 
used a technique which 
was not very useful and in-
dicates that the Sassanids 
had problems laying the 

foundations. 
Archeologists be-
lieve that during the 

Sassanid period the pond 
was much deeper, so that it 
would cool the interior of 
the palace. 
Nobody knows for sure 
how the palace was used. 
Some people argue that 
Ardeshir lived here, and 
some believe that it was 
only used for special cere-
monies.
Archeologists are of the 
idea that since the king of 
the time settled outside the 
city, it is highly probable 
that Ardeshir himself had 
resided in the palace. 
The restoration of Ardeshir 
Palace was completed af-
ter the Islamic Revolution. 
Nevertheless, for those 
who have worked on the 
palace, the restoration is 
not over; they are wor-
ried about the parts that 
still have some cracks and 
could collapse. The res-
toration of the palace has 
preoccupied the locals to 
the extent that they even 
dream about it. 

IRNA –  Two Iranian 
books were awarded at 
the 34th Sarajevo Book 
Fair, held in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 
The award of the jury 
panel went to a collection 
of short stories   ›Tales of 
Majid’ by Iranian author 
Houshang Moradi-Ker-
mani  which was translat-
ed into Bosnian by Alvir 
Music and unveiled at the 
34th edition of the book 
fair.
Moreover, the jury select-
ed ‘The Persian Language 
Introductory Book for 
Bosnian Speakers’ as the 
best academic textbook of 
this edition of the fair.
Held in the cultural center 
of Alexandria, Bosnia-Her-
zegovina, the event was 
attended by over 120 
Bosnian and foreign pub-
lishers.  
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Largest Sassanid palace  
gloriously restored 

The palace is one 
of the first domed 
constructions 
in Iran. By 
all accounts, 
Muslims were 
inspired by 
Sassanid 
architecture and 
picked up the 
skills of dome 
construction.

Iran’s Farhadi 
to attend 
Bergman 
Week 
ISNA – Iran’s Oscar-win-
ning director Asghar 
Farhadi will attend the 
annual Bergman Week 
highlighting issues of 
guilt and moral quandary 
as central themes in his 
films.
“His brave and bound-
ary-crossing artistry is 
very close to Bergman’s 
soul,” said Kasia Syty, Ar-
tistic director for Berg-
man Week in a press re-
lease.
The theme for this year’s 
Bergman Week is ‘Sin and 
shame’ and was chosen 
based on the fact that 
Ingmar Bergman’s film 
‘Summer with Monika’ 
celebrates 70 years. 
Other guests include the 
‘White Lotus’ actor and 
producer Aubrey Plaza 
and the French director 
Audrey Diwan. 
The event will be held in 
Fårö Island in Sweden 
from June 26 to 30. 


