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Iran expels four Azerbaijani diplomats 
in tit-for-tat move

 International Desk

Iran expelled four Azerbai-
jani diplomats in a tit-for-tat 
move in the latest deteriora-
tion of relations between the 
neighbors.
The four diplomats had been 
working in Azerbaijan’s Em-
bassy in Tehran and its con-
sulate in the northwestern 
city of Tabriz. Tehran’s move 
came after Baku arrested six 
Azerbaijani nationals, whom 
it claimed were linked to Ira-
nian secret services and were 

plotting a coup in the Caspian 
nation, and subsequently ex-
pelled four Iranian diplomats 
on April 6.
On April 7, Iran said it will 
take “diplomatic counter-
measures” in response to 
Azerbaijan’s radical and 
unconstructive positions 
against Iranian diplomats.
According to Iranian Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani, Tehran believes that 
such moves by the Azerbaija-
ni government are in con-
tradiction to the neighborly 

principles.
“The Islamic Republic of 
Iran, on the one hand, em-
phasizes the [importance of] 
observing the principles and 
basics of the neighborhood 
policy and paying heed to the 
sinister goals of the Zionist 
regime (Israel) in creating 
differences and tension in 
the relations among Mus-
lim countries and, on the 
other hand, has diplomatic 
countermeasure on its agen-
da,” Kanaani added.
Relations between Tehran 

and Baku have been tense af-
ter a gunman stormed Azer-
baijan’s Embassy in Iran’s 
capital in January, killing its 
security chief and wounding 
two guards.
Azerbaijan closed its diplo-
matic mission following the 
incident and evacuated staff 
over what it called a “terror-
ist act”. This is while an ini-
tial investigation pointed to 
“personal and family-related 
problems” as the motive of 
the assailant.
Azerbaijan’s decision in 

March to open an embassy 
in Israel has also contributed 
to tensions between the two 
neighboring countries.
Iran has repeatedly opposed 
the improvement of relations 
between Azerbaijan and Isra-
el.
Iran, which has a large pop-
ulation of ethnic Azeris, has 
strongly criticized Azerbai-
jan for moving closer to Isra-
el, with its Foreign Ministry 
saying it sees the relationship 
between Azerbaijan and Isra-
el as “anti-Iranian”.

Tehran, Damascus eye further 
reinforcement of economic ties
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Latest case of active 
diplomacy: Iran-Egypt 
rapprochement

Iran-Afghanistan water dispute 
has far-reaching consequences
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Al-Araby Al-Jadeed, a Lon-
don-based, Qatari-funded 
n e w s  w e b s i t e ,  c i t e d 
high-ranking Iraqi officials on 
Friday as saying that officials 
from Iran and Egypt have met 

during the past month to restore diplomatic relations that 
severed in 1979, immediately after Egypt recognized the 
Israeli regime.
Two Iraqi officials, one from the Iraqi Foreign Ministry and 
another from the Iraqi National Security Council, provid-
ed Al-Araby Al-Jadeed with similar information about the 
meeting between the representatives of Egypt and Iran in 
Baghdad with the mediation of Iraq.
The two Iraqi officials explained that both Egyptian and 
Iranian officials insisted that the nature of the meeting 
would not be officially announced. This is while Egyptian 
diplomatic sources told the news outlet that during the 
last week of March, talks were held between Egyptian and 
Iranian security officials, and the two sides discussed the 
possibility of gradually developing bilateral relations to 
the next stage.
According to the information provided by the two Iraqi 
officials to Al-Araby Al-Jadid, the meeting was held at a low 
level between the two sides last month with the presence 
of a representative from the office of Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mohammad Shia al-Sudani, Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Fuad Hussein, and Iraq’s nation-
al security adviser. The sources added that it is expected 
that a similar meeting will be held between the parties.
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Iran and Afghan-
istan are facing 
a long-standing 
d i s p u te  ove r 
water allocation 
rights, partic-
ularly for the 
Hirmand River, 
which feeds into the Hamun Lake shared between the 
two neighbors. This has led to a series of environmental 
and geopolitical challenges over the years.
The Hamun Wetland, which constitutes the terminal 
section of the Hirmand transboundary basin, serves as 
the only habitat source for migratory birds in the eastern 
part of Iran and has immense ecological significance.
The lack of an agreement between the two nations on 
water allocation rights has created significant issues for 
the Hamun as well as the local population in Iran and 
has triggered environmental concerns. Now, the Afghan 
government’s measure to inaugurate the 
Kamal Khan Dam on the Hirmand River 
has heightened activists’ and environmentalists’ concerns 
over the wetland.

Police arrested a suspect after eight 
people were killed in Serbia’s second 
mass shooting in just two days, as 
President Aleksandar Vucic on Fri-
day responded to what he said was 
a “terrorist attack” with proposed 
tough new gun control measures.
The Balkan country was already reel-
ing from a mass shooting on Wednes-
day, when authorities say a 13-year-
old boy shot dead nine and wounded 
seven at a school in Belgrade before 
turning himself in, Reuters reported.
Serbs had just begun three days of 
mourning on Friday for those victims 
as news broke of the second incident, 
which authorities said occurred late 
on Thursday in the village of Dubona, 
42 km south of Belgrade.

State broadcaster RTS said the 
suspect, a young man, had been in-
volved in an altercation in a school 
yard. He left and then returned 
with an assault rifle and a handgun, 
opened fire and continued to shoot 
at people at random from a moving 
car.
“The suspect U.B., born in 2002, has 
been apprehended in the vicinity of 
the city of Kragujevac, he is suspected 
of killing eight people and wounding 
14 overnight,” Serbia’s Interior Minis-
try said in a statement. An investiga-
tion was ongoing.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Nasser Kanaani offered his condo-
lences to Serbia’s government and 
nation over the incident.

Iran’s female swimmer Elham 
Asghari has set a new Guinness 
record, getting her name in the fa-
mous Guinness World Record book 
for the fourth time.
The swimmer set her fourth record 
by pulling a kayak weighing 15 ki-
lograms, with a 40kg weight being 
inside, according to IRNA. It took an 
hour and 58 minutes for Asghari to 
swim 5 kilometers pulling the kayak 
in the Persian Gulf waters.
She broke the record previously set 
by British swimmer Nick Watson. 
He had swum 5 kilometers, pulling 
a kayak while his disabled son sat 
in the kayak, within 2 hours and 42 
minutes in November 2019.

The Iranian athlete swam with one 
hand for four hours and 59 minutes 
to register a new record.
Asghari had also broken a world re-
cord after registering 5,488 meters 
swimming whilst wearing handcuffs 
in 2019. Back in 2017, the 37-year-
old Iranian sportswoman complet-
ed the challenge of swimming hand-
cuffed for more than three hours in 
the Persian Gulf waters.
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A farmer harvests tea leaves on a farm 
in northern Iran on May 5, 2023. 
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