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ISNA - The ‘Lady of
the City,’ directed by
Maryam Bahrololoomi,
won the best fiction film
award from the 7th edi-
tion of the Women Media
Arts and Film Festival
(WMAFF) in Australia.
Iranian filmmaker Narg-
es Abyar was also one
of the three jury mem-
bers of the film festival,
along with Australian
actress and writer Kate
Fitzpatrick and the New
Zealand-born, Austra-
lia-based filmmaker Mar-
got Nash.

Abyar is the director of
several acclaimed mov-
ies including ‘Track 143’,
‘Breath,” and ‘When the
Moon Was Full’.

Two other Iranian films,
namely ‘Kal Fatemeh’ by
Mehdi Zamanpour-Kiasa-
ri and ‘The Sun of that
Moon’ by Setareh Es-
kandari, also took part
in different sections of
the festival but were left
empty-handed.

Lady of the City has par-
ticipated in several pres-
tigious foreign festivals
and won the best feature
film in the women film-
makers section of the
20th Dhaka Internation-
al Film Festival, the best
narrative feature film at
the 13th Sydney World
Film Festival, and the
best actress award at the
8th North Hollywood In-
ternational Film Festival
in the US.
Bahrololoumi and her
movies have repeatedly
been praised at the Fajr
Film Festival in Iran as
well.

Global tourism
on track for
full recovery

-

UNWTO - International
tourism is well on its way
to returning to pre-pan-
demic levels, with twice
as many people traveling
during the first quarter
of 2023 than in the same
period of 2022.

The new data from the
United Nations World
Tourism Organization
(UNWTO) shows that
overall, international
arrivals reached 80%
of pre-pandemic levels
during the period, as an
estimated 235 million
tourists traveled interna-
tionally.

Restoration of Gonbad-e Ravus Tower
takes versatility

Inrecentyears,
two primary
concerns have
arisen regarding
the tower's
conservation:

the deterioration
of the bricks

and vegetation
clearing from the
dome’'s rock.

C Arts & Culture Desk )

The 1,000-year-old Qabus
Tower, also known as the
Gonbad-e Kavus, is an ar-
chitectural marvel in the
city of Gonbad-e Kavus
in northern Iran. Recog-
nized as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 2012,
this remarkable structure
holds immense historical
and cultural significance,
representing an exquisite
example of Islamic archi-
tecture that has captivated
architects and historians
worldwide. However, re-
cent efforts to restore and
preserve this iconic mon-
ument have inadvertently
tarnished its image and
sparked discontent among
the local population.

Historical
significance
Commissioned by Qabus
ibn Voshmgir, a renowned
Ziyarid ruler and literary
figure, over a millennium
ago, the tower was con-
structed to stand tall at a
height of 72 meters. Little
did the ruler anticipate
that his creation would
one day be surrounded by
an extensive network of
scaffolding for an extend-
ed period of time.

Being the tallest brick
tower in the world, the
Qabus Tower serves as a
major tourist attraction
in the Golestan region,
drawing both domestic
and international visitors.
With 100,000 visitors an-
nually, it provides a tre-
mendous opportunity for
the growth of tourism and
economic development of
the province and the sur-
rounding area.
Considering its historical
significance and inter-
national acclaim, pres-
ervation strategies were
formulated to safeguard
the tower’s structural in-
tegrity. In recent years,

two primary concerns
have arisen regarding the
tower’s conservation: the
deterioration of the bricks
and vegetation clearing
from the dome’s rock. To
protect this national trea-
sure, the installation of
metal scaffolding and steel
columns was deemed nec-
essary to facilitate resto-
ration work.

However, the prolonged
presence of metal scaf-
folding has given rise to
mounting dissatisfaction
among the local communi-
ty, demanding immediate
action from the govern-
ment to address their con-
cerns and prioritize the
restoration of the tower.

Restoration
challenges and
actions

Abdolmajid Nourtaqani,
the director of the Gon-
bad Qabus World Heri-
tage Site, acknowledged
the ongoing restoration
project, which has re-
ceived approval from the
Ministry of Tourism. He
revealed that the resto-
ration process had already
commenced, and with
sufficient funding, it is
expected to be completed
within the following year.
As part of the restoration
process, L-shaped bricks
suitable for the tower’s
structure will be produced
and employed. The ex-
act quantity of bricks re-
quired will be determined
during the restoration
process, but preliminary
estimates suggest ap-
proximately 500 bricks
will be needed. To finance
the restoration, a sum of
$120,000 is necessary.
Nourtaqani elaborated
on the production of the
bricks, emphasizing the
importance of ensuring
their compatibility with
the original structure.
While efforts will be

made to closely resemble
the original bricks, some
differences may arise due
to the age disparity be-
tween the thousand-year-
old bricks and the newly
manufactured ones.

He highlighted the need
for brick reinforcement
on the tower’s western
side, which has been
significantly affected by
geological erosion, ren-
dering many of the bricks
cracked or loosely posi-
tioned. An implantation
system will be utilized
to secure these compro-
mised bricks.

Continuous
monitoring and
future prospects
Iran’s Ministry of Tourism
has planned Structural
Health Monitoring (SHM)
for the tower, but the
presence of metal scaf-
folding currently impedes
this plan. Consequently,
SHM will be conducted
in parallel with the res-
toration process. Nour-
taqani emphasized that
$60,000 are required to
implement the SHM pro-
gram.

Additionally, a continu-
ous monitoring process
will be established,
with detailed online
follow-up organized
by the ministry. To fur-
ther enhance the pres-
ervation efforts, the
caretaker of the cul-
tural heritage site aims
to link all the tower
tombs in the country
to the monitoring sys-
tem. Furthermore, the
possibility of utilizing a
flying robot connected
to the monitoring sys-
tem is being explored
to gather data for use
in similar monuments,
enabling the detection
and clearance of vege-
tation growth on the
tower.

Cultural diplomacy atits best
34th edition of TIBF Kicks offin Tehran

MEGHDAD MADADI/TASNIM
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la on Wednesday.

The 34th Tehran International Book
Fair (T1BF) opened in the Iranian cap-
ital at Imam Khomeini’s Grand Mosal-

The motto of this year’s book fair is
“The Future Is Readable,” which was
selected from 40 slogans shortlisted
from a large number of submissions,
Mehr news agency reported.

As Iran’s arguably biggest cultural
event, the book fair has always been
the country’s most effective step to-
ward boosting cultural diplomacy
since it brings together innumerable
writers, readers, and publishers from

alike.

Ali Ramezani.

around the world to engage in a few
hours of bridging the cultural gaps.

A day into the 34th edition, it’s safe to
say that the crowded hallways speak
volumes for the role the fair plays in
the lives of Iranians and non-Iranians

This year, nearly 100 foreign pub-
lishers, 200 booksellers, and 2,700
domestic publishers will be active in
the virtual and in-person sections of
the book fair, according to the Deputy
Director of the 34th edition of TIBF

What is more, as per the book fair’s
tradition, attendants and even the
followers of TIBF should keep their

The next stage is having
a continuous monitoring
process, he said, adding
that the ministry is orga-
nizing an online, detailed
follow-up process.

Thus, three procedures
of restoration, SHM and
monitoring process are
being prioritized.

The caretaker of the cul-
tural heritage site makes
efforts to link all the tow-
er tombs in the country
to this system, because
Qabus Tower is consid-
ered as the mother tower
tomb, based on which oth-
er similar ones are built.
It is also possible to have
a flying robot linked to

the monitoring system
to gather data for use in
other such monuments,
he noted.
The flying robot will de-
tect vegetation growth on
the monument and will
clear them.
Head of Cultural Her-
itage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Department in
Golestan Province Mo-
hammad-Javad Savari
said, “Our problem now
is not the growth of veg-
etation, rather the main
problem is the erosion
of the bricks, which have
become loose, providing
a place for the growth
of the bush, and if the
growing bed is removed,
the bush will not have a
place to grow.”
Since the tower’s regis-
tration on the UNESCO
World Heritage List in
2012, the monument
had the highest number
of visits in 2022-23, re-
cording 100,000 vis-
itors, which renders
it the most visited
heritage building in
northern Iran.
The slow process of
restoration is the
lack of funds, said
Governor of Gon-
bad-e Kavus Mehdi
Dehruyeh, adding
that the installation
of the metal scaf-
folding requires a
lot of money.
The imperative to
restore and safe-
guard the tower’s
historical heritage
is evident to all,
but expediting the
restoration pro-
|  cess necessitates
the infusion of
adequate funds
and prompt de-
cision-making.

ears to the ground to hear the news
of big cultural and political names
visiting Imam Khomeini’s Grand
Mosalla, announcing their future
projects and deals.

So far, it has been revealed that the

directors of Muscat, Doha, and New

Delhi Book Fairs, as well as the min-
isters of Tajikistan and Venezuela
are to be making appearances, es-
pecially considering that Tajikistan
is a guest of honor at this year’s
book fair.

The 34th Tehran International Book

Fair is physically held from May 20 to
30, 2023, at Imam Khomeini Mosalla,
and virtually on its website, ketab.ir.



