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Iranian fencers pose for a photo

after winning the team bronze at the

Men’s Sabre World Cup in Madrid, GETTY IMAGES

Spain, on May 14, 2023.
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Iran will be looking to se-
cure an Olympic berth
and succeed at next year’s
Games in Paris after an im-
pressive run at the Men’s
Sabre World Cup in Madrid,
said Alireza Pour-Salman,
the chairman of the coun-
try’sFencing Federation.

On Sunday, the Iranian
three-man team - compris-
ing Mohammad Rahbari,
Mohammad Fotouhi, and
Ali Pakdaman - defeated It-
aly 45-37 to leave the Span-

ish capital with the team
bronze.

The tournament - featuring
237 fencers and 29 teams
- served as a qualification
event for the 2024 Olym-
pics.

Pour-Salman said Iran was
unlucky not to square off
against European power-
house Hungary in the final
showdown, following a 45-
24 setbackagainst USA.
“The Americans escaped
from us in the semifinals.
The team only had 15 min-
utes of rest after the win

against Georgia in the quar-
terfinals,nottomention our
game against Canada in the
previous round had been
delayed due to a technical
issue. That is why the phys-
ical burden of the last-four
contest was too much for
us,” Pour-Salmantold ISNA.
Irancame outontopagainst
Chile and Canada and then
edged Georgia 45-44 for a
placeinthelastfour.

Pakdaman, meanwhile,
stunned the world fencing
by defeating three-time
Olympicgold medalist Aron

Szilagyi of Hungary, before
suffering a 15-14 loss to
Italian Riccardo Nuccio in
the men'’s individual quar-
terfinals.

Hungary beat USA 45-42
for the team gold, with
Georgia’s Sandro Bazadze
walking away with the ulti-
mate prize of the individual
contests, thanks to a 15-6
triumphagainstNuccio.

“It was a tough tournament
as all countries sent their
full-strength squads to Ma-
drid. Even Hungary labored
to victory over Japan, but I

still believe our team did a
great job,” said the head of
the Iranian fencing body,
adding: “We collected de-
cent Olympic qualification
points but still have a long
way ahead of us before seal-
ingthequotaforthe Games.”
Next for the Iranian fencers
isthe Asian Championships
in Wuxi, China, in June be-
fore the FIE Fencing World
Championships getsunder-
wayinMilanonJuly 22.

“I hope we could emulate
the recent success in the
upcoming Asian and world

events to pave the way for a
place in Paris. Those tour-
naments, though, will also
be demanding as you could
see teams like China, Japan,
and Uzbekistan have really
improved in the continent,”
said Pour-Salman.

“The Iranian team took the
first step firmly but every
match and every tourna-
ment will be a whole differ-
ent challenge and the pres-
sure will continue until we
book the Olympics ticket
and, hopefully, win a medal
inParis.

BBC - Former Leeds Unit-
ed manager Marcelo Biel-
sa has been named head
coach of the Uruguay na-
tional team.

The 67-year-old Argen-
tine has been out of a job
since he was sacked by the
Elland Road club in Febru-
ary 2022.

He held talks with both
Bournemouth and Ever-
ton in recent months over
theirthen-vacantmanage-
rial positions.

Two-time champions Uru-
guay failed to progress out
of their group at the World
CupinQatar.

Bielsa joined Leeds in
2018 and is still revered
by the club’s fans for over-
seeing their return to the
Premier League aftera 16-
yearabsence.

Before moving to the Pre-
mier League, he managed
in France, Italy, Spain and
Argentina, as well as tak-
ing charge of Chile for four
years between 2007 and
2011.

Marcelo Broli has served
as interim head coach
since February. Diego
Alonso, who was appoint-
ed Uruguay boss in 2021,
resigned following the
World Cup.

Uruguay are 16th in FIFA's
world rankings.

De Bruyne seeks Champions League vindication

to sparkling Man City career

AFP - Real Madrid man-
aged to blunt Manchester
City’s goalscoring phen-
om Erling Haaland in the
first leg of their Champi-
ons League semi-final,
buttherewasno stopping
the brilliance of Kevin De
Bruyne.

The Belgian’s thunder-
bolt at the Bernabeu
left the tie delicately
balanced at 1-1 heading
into tonight's second
leg, but with City oozing
confidence thanks to a
100 percent record in 14
homegamesin2023.
Pep Guardiola’s men are
four matches away from
becoming just the second
side to ever win the treble
of Premier League, Cham-
pions League and FA Cup
inthesameseason.

A fifth league ftitle in six
seasons is as good as won
with a maximum of three
points needed from City’s
finalthreegames.
Manchester United will
have their chance to
prevent the Red Devils’
treble in 1998/99 being
matched in the FA Cup
final.

Butwith whoever emerg-
es victorious at the Eti-
had big favourites to
be crowned European
champions against Inter
Milanor ACMilaninIstan-
bul next month, Madrid

South Korean player detained
in China over suspected bribery

are the biggest obstacle
between City and immor-
tality.

Real’s own run to Cham-
pions League glory last
season was fuelled by
goalkeeper Thibaut Cour-
tois’ perceived slightathis
reputationin England.

of the year by his peers
alongside a growing haul
of 10 major trophies un-
derGuardiola.

But City’s failure to get
over the line in the Cham-
pions League and the
Belgian golden genera-
tion’slack of amajor tour-

ofplayers,sawalotofplay-  City’ssuccess.

ers, played against some  Hescoredtwiceasthede- Korean
ofthegreatest.IthinkKev-  fending champions land-
in,hisbrainisthebestI've  ed atelling blow on Arse- rea’s
ever seen,” said Arsenal  nalinthe Premier League

and Barcelona great Thi- titleracelastmonth.

erry Henry, who worked ~ But creativity rather than

with De Bruyne during
two spells as an assistant

° Kevin De Bruyne (C) fires home Manchester City’s equalizer in a 1-1 draw against Real Madrid in
Santiago Bernabeu, Madrid, Spain, on May 9, 2023.
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“Idon’tthink I getenough
respect, especially in En-
gland,” said the former
Chelsea stopper after his
man-of-the-match  per-
formance denied Liver-
poolinthefinal.

For his international
teammate De Bruyne, itis
theopposite.

Widely considered one of
the Premier League’s fin-
est imports, the 31-year-
old has twice been
crowned players’ player

nament victory means
he has not always com-
manded the same level of
respectonthecontinent.
De Bruyne’s third-placed
finish the Ballon d’Or vot-
inglastyear is the highest
ofhiscareer.

That could all change
should he be the one to
make the difference and
put Madrid to the sword,
ashedidinthefirstleg.
“I've come across a lot of
players, played with a lot

coachwithBelgium.
“I'saw him for six years on
and off with Belgium. You
love the man a bit more
because I saw stuffhe did
in training and in games.
He's unbelievable. His
brain, I'm still thinking
aboutsomestuffI'veseen,
he’sonadifferentplanet.”
Despite the attention on
Haaland’s half-century of
goals in his first season in
England, De Bruyne has
continued to be crucial to

goals is the currency in
which De Bruyne’s influ-
enceisbestmeasured.

He has 27 assists in 43
appearances this season,
becomingthefastestplay-
er to 100 Premier League
assistsintheprocess.
“He’s not comfortable
to play with a pause, he
needs to play with speed,”
said Guardiola.

“It is so difficult to find a
player that plays at this
speed and has the ability
to see the passes more
thanwhenismorecalmor
walking.

“The normal players,
when you walk, you see
everything. Butwhen you
run a high speed, you are
not able to see what hap-
pened. He's completely
the opposite. That's why
he is an exceptional play-
er’

Much like hismanager, De
Bruyne’s achievements
at City have always come
with the caveat of never
having won the Champi-
onsLeague.

Win tonight and it is hard
to see how they will be
stopped.

REUTERS - A South
citizen,
whom South Ko-
government
identified as football
player Son Jun-ho, is
suspected of accept-
ing bribes and has
been detained by
the public security
department of Lia-
oning province, Chi-
na’s Foreign Ministry
said on Tuesday.

Son, detained on
Friday, is being held
in police custody in
northeast China in
connection with a
bribery case, a South

Korean diplomatic
source said on Mon-
day.

Reuters was unable
to reach Son for com-
ment.

Son plays for the
South Korean na-
tional team and Chi-
nese Super League
club Shandong Tais-
han, based in the
northeastern prov-
ince of Shandong.
“China is a country
governed by the rule
of law and handles
the relevant cases in
accordance with the
law to protect all the
legitimate rights and
interests of the par-
ties involved,” min-

c South Korea’s Son Jun-ho (L) is seen in action against
Brazil in the World Cup last 16 in Doha, Qatar, on

December 5, 2022.
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istry spokesperson  Sonplayedinthreeof
Wang Wenbin told a  the national team’s
newsbriefing. four games during

South Korea's For-
eign Ministry said its
mission in China was
providing necessary
consular support to
Son, but declined to
comment further, cit-
ingprivacy.

A Korea Football As-
sociation official said
it had reached out to
Shandong Taishan,
seeking an expla-
nation, but has not
heardback.

the World Cup last
year in Qatar, where
South Korea reached
the elimination
round of the tour-
nament for the first
timein12years.

His club has not com-
mented publicly on
Son’s situation, but
uploaded a poster
wishing him happy
birthday on Friday,
the day of his deten-
tion.



