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Seeking a deserved status

Female fishers of Hengam Island 
are yet to be officially acknowledged
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Hengam Island, the hid-
den gem of the Persian 
Gulf, is located on the 
southern coast of Iran. 
It’s a small island that 
has managed to preserve 
its natural beauty and 
charm, which makes it 
an ideal destination for 
people who seek an es-
cape from the hustle and 
bustle of city life. Hengam 
Island has stunning land-
scapes, a rich culture with 
a long history, and above 
all, great natives.
Of those natives,  the 
women of Hengam Is-
land represent the last 
remaining female fishers 
in southern Iran. Though 
their numbers are small, 
with perhaps only 15 in-
dividuals, they remain 
resolute and unwavering 
in their commitment to 
preserving the tradition 
of women’s fishing on 
the island. These women 
have acquired their fish-
ing skills from both their 
fathers and mothers. On 
Hengam Island, men do 
not perceive fishing as 
an exclusively male occu-
pation and harbor no ob-
jections to women fishing 
independently at sea.
Fishing, though, is a chal-
lenging and often gruel-
ing activity that requires 
patience, skill, and deter-

mination. It can be a re-
warding experience, but 
it also comes with its fair 
share of challenges and 
hardships. Even the most 
experienced fishers can 
go home empty-handed if 
the fish aren’t biting the 
hooks. They must con-
stantly adapt their strate-
gies to account for chang-
ing water conditions, 
fish behaviors, and other 
factors that can affect the 
success of their fishing 
trips. All this shows how 
courageous are those fe-
male fishers who keep 
this tradition alive.
Despite their proficiency 
in fishing, however, some 
young women on the is-
land have to temporarily 
abandon their maritime 
pursuits upon becoming 
mothers. The island’s en-
vironment is not entirely 
secure for children who 
frequently play near the 
shoreline as accidents are 
always a possibility.
The female fishers of 
Hengam Island exclusive-
ly employ hooks in their 
trade. They maintain that 
the flavor of fish caught 
with hooks is superior to 
that of fish ensnared in 
nets. Furthermore, they 
contend that nets con-
tribute to the sea’s infer-
tility as non-edible fish 
and marine creatures of-
ten become trapped and 

perish, resulting in a de-
cline in marine fertility. If 
they inadvertently catch 
a non-edible fish with a 
hook, they promptly re-
lease it.
These women do not pos-
sess GPS devices or con-
temporary navigation-
al tools like their male 
counterparts. A signal 
that it is time to embark 
on a fishing expedition 
is the emergence of or-
ange-hued shipwrecks 
that arrived on the island 
centuries ago and sank. 
Although the fate of those 
ancient mariners remains 
unknown, the resurfac-
ing of their shipwrecks 
during high and low tides 
prompts the fishers to set 
sail.
Fishing constitutes the 
primary occupation of 
those female fishers, and 
they procure their suste-
nance from the sea, much 
like the men. However, 
despite working along-
side their male counter-
parts, they do not enjoy 
equal rights within Iran’s 
Fisheries Organization. 
Fishing with hooks does 
not necessitate a license, 
and island inhabitants 
can fish without one. 
However, the conditions 
for fishing, particularly 
when utilizing a motor-
boat, differ significantly 
with a license. A fishing 

license affords them ad-
ditional benefits, such as 
fuel subsidies or access 
to loans. Nevertheless, 
as women, their accep-
tance as fishers by Iran’s 
Fisheries Organization 
remains uncertain, even 
though Soghra, one of 
the female fishers of the 
island, has secured first 
place in a fishing compe-
tition on Kish Island.
Another occupation they 
engage in is the sale of 
handicrafts. The stalls 
on Hengam Island, which 
predominantly offer dec-
orative items crafted from 
shells or locally-produced 
crochet works, have prov-
en to be a lucrative enter-
prise for island residents 
during the tourist season.
Khadijeh, Soghra’s daugh-
ter, who is the youngest 
female fisher of Hengam 
Island,  says,  “On the 
mornings when the sea is 
windy and women cannot 
go to the sea, they come 
to the market. Even on 
the days when they go to 
the sea in the mornings, 
they come to the market 
later on in the day.”
In addition to stalls , 
large tents have been 
erected to serve lunch 
and provide local fish, 
shrimp, and samosas. 
Women oversee all of 
these ventures, bearing 
a substantial portion of 
their families’ economic 
responsibilities. Typical-
ly, men transport pas-
sengers on their boats, 
disembarking them near 
their family’s stall to 
partake in the prepared 
meals.
Khadijeh, a young woman 
with a deep connection to 
the sea, fondly recalls her 
childhood memories. “As 
far as I remember, since 
I was a kid, I went to the 
sea with my mother. Back 
then we had a row boat. 
For a few years now, we 
own a motorboat.” Her 
voice carries a hint of 
nostalgia as she speaks of 
the past.

Now, with a motorboat of 
her own nestled along the 
coast, she continues the 
cherished tradition. “So 
now, I go to the sea with 
my mother once again,” 
she says, a smile gracing 
her lips.
It becomes evident that 
the bond between these 
female fishers extends 
beyond family ties. Their 
camaraderie and mutual 
support are unwavering, 
as they navigate the wa-
ters together. “Whoever’s 
boat is coasted,” Khadijeh 
explains, “she goes to the 
sea on someone else’s 
boat.” Their shared love 
for the sea unites them, 
creating a sisterhood that 
transcends the tides.

86 species 
face extinction 
in Iran
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The director of the Iranian 
Department of Environ-
ment on Monday sounded 
the alarm about the rising 
number of terrestrial ver-
tebrates facing extinction 
in Iran.
On the occasion of the In-
ternational Day for Biolog-
ical Diversity, Ali Salajeqeh 
expressed deep concerns 
about the alarming decline 
in global biodiversity. In 
a message, he said a stag-
gering 25% of animal and 
plant species are now on 
the verge of extinction. This 
distressing figure translates 
to nearly one million spe-
cies teetering on the edge of 
oblivion, while the number 
of endangered terrestrial 
vertebrates in Iran alone 
stands at 86 species.
Salajeqeh underscored 
Iran’s pivotal role as a glob-
al center for genetic re-
sources, boasting an array 
of economically valuable 
flora such as wheat, apple, 
saffron, pistachio, rose, 
pomegranate, and medici-
nal plants. Furthermore, he 
said the country is a biodi-
versity hotspot, harboring 
over 2,000 vertebrate spe-
cies, 20,000 invertebrates, 
and 8,600 plant species. 
However, the preservation 
and safeguarding of these 
invaluable resources are 
not without their challeng-
es.
He highlighted the pro-
found impact of Iran’s bio-
diversity on climate change, 
shedding light on pressing 
issues surrounding water 
resource management, 
mitigation of fine dust par-
ticles, wetland protection, 
and regional impediments.
Salajeqeh stressed the un-
wavering commitment of 
Iran to biodiversity pres-
ervation, notably through 
the adoption of the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework 
that imposes significant re-
sponsibilities, demanding 
concerted efforts to reduce 
species extinction and pro-
tect vital habitats.
The country aims to cap-
italize on its scientific ca-
pabilities and engage with 
international authorities 
to proactively preserve 
its biodiversity reserves, 
building upon previous 
conservation initiatives, 
he added.
To enhance species conser-
vation, Salajeqeh proposed 
expanding protected areas 
that focus on exceptional 
biodiversity.
Presently, Iran boasts 309 
protected areas, covering 
approximately 11.6% of the 
nation’s total area. Howev-
er, the director called for 
comprehensive action plans 
to manage the threatened 
species effectively.

Khadijeh, a young woman with a 
deep connection to the sea, fondly 
recalls her childhood memories.
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December last year, the inaugural phase of the 
sophisticated Kani Sib Dam water conveyance system 
to Lake Urmia was ceremoniously launched by the 
President Raeisi. As per the strategic blueprint, the 
initiation of this intricate mechanism will facilitate the 
annual transfer of 300 million cubic meters of water 
to Lake Urmia, culminating at the conclusion of the 
first phase.
Presently, a mere few weeks subsequent to the water’s 
infusion into the desiccated expanse of the lake, 
its parched peripheries have been rehydrated, and 
aspirations for the resuscitation of this invaluable 
heritage have been reignited. The renaissance of vitality 
within the lake has lured tourists and reawakened 
cherished reminiscences among the denizens of East 
and West Azarbaijan provinces. Furthermore, satellite 
imagery of the lake corroborates the efficacy of the 
water transfer scheme in ameliorating the substantial 
diminution of water influx, resulting in a marked 
elevation of Lake Urmia’s water level.
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These women 
do not possess 
GPS devices or 
contemporary 
navigational tools 
like their male 
counterparts...


