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Elforts needed to pave the way for global
registration of Semnan’s caravanserais

° Shah Abbasi Caravanserai
MEHRNEWS
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The result of Iran’s application
for the global registration of
its caravanserais will be an-
nounced at the 45th session
of UNESCO’s World Heritage
Committee, to be held in Ri-
yadh in September.

The global registration of the
country’s cultural heritage is
of great significance because it
plays a crucial role in reflecting
the identity, culture, and history
of Iran. The old caravanserais,
scattered in various parts of the
country, are a symbol of Iran’s
rich culture and civilization.
When choosing their destina-
tions, foreign visitors attach
great significance to sites reg-
istered on UNESCO’s World
Heritage List. Therefore, the
inclusion of the name of a
province on the list enhances
its chances of attracting for-
eign visitors.

Released figures show that
Semnan Province hosts the
largest number of old caravan-
serais in the country. Howev-
er, acquisition of land, located
within the boundaries of the
caravanserais, from private
owners is a prerequisite for
global registration of monu-
ments.

Hani Rastegaran, an official at
Semnan Province’s Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handi-
crafts Organization, told IRNA
that determining the boundar-
ies of the caravanserai and un-
dertaking measures for reno-
vating and preserving them are
among the main steps which
should be taken in this regard.
The buildings constructed in
the vicinity of the caravanserai
are seen as major obstacles in
the way of the global registra-
tion of the ancient sites.

Shah Abbasi Caravanserai, lo-
cated at the center of the cap-

Over 27 caravanserais in Semnan Province have been registered on Iran’s National Heritage List, proving the historical significance of the province.
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ital city of Semnan, is one of
999 caravanserais built during
the rule of Shah Abbas Safavid.
The 400-year-old monument,
which has been registered on
Iran’s National Heritage List,

was used as a prison for about
40 years, until 2021. A large
number of state officials visit-
ed the caravanserai during the
past two years.

Head of Semnan Province’s

Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization, Amir
Karamzadeh, said certain steps
should be taken to prepare
conditions for the inscription
of the caravanserai on UNESC'’s
List.

He noted that the deed of the
monument is in the name of
the Cultural Heritage Organi-
zation, adding that about $2.4
million in budget are required
for both renovation of the cara-
vanserai and taking possession
of the land around it.

Over 27 caravanserais in Sem-
nan Province have been regis-
tered on Iran’s National Heri-
tage List, proving the historical
significance of the province.

It can be said that the caravan-
serais are similar to modern
rest areas on the side of the
roads, which are equipped
with gas stations, prayer
rooms, restaurants and other
facilities.

A caravan was a large group
of people traveling together
in one long line. People who
carried their cargo with four-
legged animals used to rest in
places called caravanserais be-
tween villages and cities.

The remains of caravansaries
built in various parts of Iran,
especially those dating back
to the Safavid era (1501-1736
CE), show that people were
traveling around the country
in the past.

In some of their scientif-
ic sources, researchers and
historians have mentioned
different social, commercial,
cultural, educational, religious
and educational functions for
caravanserais.

The vast land of Iran and the
existence of the Silk Road as a
commercial highway between
Iran, China and India increased
the necessity of building cara-
vanserais.

Tomb of Sheikh Heydar,
architectural symbol of the IlIkhanid period
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The tomb of Sheikh Heydar,
the father of Shah Ismail Sa-
favi, located in a garden in
Meshginshahr; is an architec-
tural symbol of the Ilkhanid
period.

Fascinating every viewer, the
tomb is situated 92km from
Ardebil, the capital city of the
northwestern province of Ar-
debil, IRNA wrote.

As a valuable historical her-
itage, the tomb, which is the
burial site of a religious and
cultural figure, has always
attracted many Iranian and
foreign tourists.

Sheikh Haydar was a great
Sufi, who showed bravery in
the conquest of Shirvan, and
was Killed in the same war.
His body was taken to Mesh-
ginshahr, where a tomb was
built for him.

The tower has two stories.
The basement holds the tomb
of Sheikh Heydar and con-
nects to the second story via
a narrow flight of stairs. The

door to the basement is locat-
ed on the northern side of the
tower.

Head of the Archeological De-
partment of Arebil Province’s
Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Organization,
Rouhullah Mohmmadj, said
that the tomb, which is among
the most important historical
buildings of the region, was
renovated during the Qajar
and Safavid periods.

He noted that a number of
restoration projects were also
carried out in the monument
since 2001.

He continued that an archo-
logy museum and a handi-
crafts exhibition are under
construction in the vicinity of
the tomb.

Head of Meshginshahr Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Department,
Imanali Mobali, said that the
tomb is open to the public
every day from 8 a.m. to 12
noon.

He added that thanks to in-
vestments made on the tomb,

several sections have been
inaugurated inside the area
including a library for keep-
ing historical documents, a
traditional restaurant, and a
handicrafts workshop.

The cylindrical building of
the tomb, with a height of
18.5 meters, and a diameter
of 10.9 meters, is placed on a
stone foundation and a wall
made of brick, plaster and
lime was constructed around
it.

The entrance door and three
windows of this building
have beautiful plaster deco-
rations.

The brick facade of the tow-
er, which has a domed roof,
is decorated with blue tiles.
Although the tiling does not
cover the entire body;, it has
retained its beauty.

The mausoleum once had a
golden dome, which is be-
lieved to have been destroyed
by Russians in 1878.

Sheikh Heydar Mausoleum
was registered as a National
Heritage Site in 1932.

visitiran.ir




