
The Holy Shrine of Imam 
Reza (PBUH) is a well-
known Islamic pilgrimage 
site in the city of Mashhad, 
northeastern Iran. It is 
considered the holiest site 
in the country, attracting 
millions of pilgrims from 
around the world every 
year. The shrine’s remark-
able architecture and de-
sign are a testament to the 
rich history and tradition 
of Islamic art and culture. 
Exploring the magnificence 
of the Holy Shrine of Imam 
Reza and its strikingly at-
tractive building will re-
fresh every visitor.

Historical background
The Holy Shrine of Imam 
Reza was built about five 
centuries ago during the 
rule of Abbasid Caliphate. 
The shrine was built to 
commemorate the mar-
tyrdom of Imam Reza, the 
eighth Imam of the Shia 
Muslims. Imam Reza was 
poisoned and buried in 
Mashhad in 1415 CE.
The Holy Shrine of Imam 
Reza underwent numerous 
renovations and expan-
sions over the centuries, 
with each Muslim dynasty 
in Iran contributing to its 
growth. The Seljuk Dynas-
ty, Safavid Dynasty, and 
Qajar Dynasty all made 
significant additions to 
the shrine’s structure, in-
cluding the famous gold-
en dome and the Grand 

Mosque.

Architecture of the 
Holy Shrine
The architecture of the 
Holy Shrine of Imam Reza 
is a unique blend of various 
Islamic architectural styles, 
including Seljuk, Safavid, 
and Qajar. The shrine’s de-
sign is a testimony to the 
skill, creativity, and inge-
nuity of Islamic architects 
and engineers.
The entrance to the shrine 
is a beautiful ensemble of 
light and shadow, with or-
nate patterns and designs 
adorning the walls and 
ceiling. The gate leads visi-
tors to the main courtyard, 
where they are greeted by 
an awe-inspiring view of 
the Grand Mosque and the 
golden dome.
The Grand Mosque is the 
main building of the Holy 
Shrine of Imam Reza. It is a 
massive structure that can 

accommodate over 10,000 
worshippers at once. The 
mosque’s interior is a mas-
terpiece of Islamic art and 
architecture, with intricate 
plasterwork, wood carv-
ing, and calligraphic in-
scriptions adorning every 
surface.
The golden dome of the 
Grand Mosque is one of the 
most iconic features of the 
Holy Shrine of Imam Reza. 
It is coated with 22-carat 
gold leaf and is visible from 
miles away. The dome’s 
interior is a breathtaking 
sight, with intricate mosaic 
and stained-glass windows 
that create a kaleidoscope 
of colors and shapes.
The courtyard of the Holy 
Shrine is a spacious area 
that surrounds the Grand 
Mosque. It is an excellent 

place for visitors to re-
lax and contemplate the 
beauty of the shrine. The 
courtyard is surrounded 
by a wall adorned with 
beautiful tilework and cal-
ligraphic inscriptions.
The Holy Shrine’s architec-
ture is a tribute to the glory 
and splendor of Islamic art 
and culture. Its intricate 
patterns, arches, domes, 
and calligraphic inscrip-
tions are evidence of the 
skill, creativity, and inge-
nuity of Islamic architects 
and engineers.

Spiritual significance
The Holy Shrine of Imam 
Reza is a sacred place for 
Muslims, especially the 
Shia community. It is be-
lieved that a visit to the 
shrine can bring blessings 
and spiritual well-being to 
visitors.
The shrine’s design and 
architecture also play a 
vital role in the spiritual 
significance of the site. The 
Grand Mosque’s impres-
sive size and the golden 
dome’s splendor symbol-
ize the majesty and gran-
deur of Allah. The intricate 
patterns and inscriptions 
adorn every surface of the 
mosque, reminding visitors 
of the rich Islamic art and 
culture. 
The Holy Shrine is an archi-

tectural masterpiece that 
continues to awe and in-
spire visitors from around 
the world. Its grandeur, 
beauty, and spiritual signif-
icance make it a must-vis-
it destination for those 
seeking a deeper under-
standing of Islamic culture 
and religion. The shrine’s 
magnificent architecture 
and design are evidence 
of the skill and creativity 
of Islamic architects and 
engineers. It is truly a re-
markable tribute to Islam-
ic architecture and a land-
mark that will continue to 
inspire awe for generations 
to come.

Museum of Astan Quds 
Razavi
The Museum of the Holy 
Shrine of Imam Reza (Mu-

seum of Astan Quds Raza-
vi) is a remarkable institu-
tion located within the holy 
shrine complex. The muse-
um is a must-visit destina-
tion for anyone seeking to 
explore the rich Islamic art, 
culture, and history. 
The museum has an im-
mense collection of valu-
able artifacts, artworks, and 
manuscripts that depict the 
evolution and history of Is-
lam over the centuries. 
The museum was estab-
lished in 1976 as part of the 
shrine’s cultural and edu-
cational center. It houses a 
vast repository of Islamic 
art, including calligraphy, 
pottery, ceramics, manu-
scripts, and textiles, among 
other items. The museum’s 
primary aim is to preserve 
and promote the spiritual 
and cultural heritage of the 
Islamic world.
The museum’s building is a 
beautiful blend of modern 
and Islamic architecture. It 
is a vast, three-story struc-
ture that perfectly com-
plements the grandeur of 
the holy shrine complex. 
The building’s entrance is 
adorned with an intricate 
mix of brick and tilework, 
displaying the beauty of 
Islamic geometric patterns.
The interior of the museum 
is a contemporary space, 
with clean lines and nat-

ural light illuminating the 
artwork on display. The gal-
leries are spacious, well-lit, 
and designed to enhance 
the viewing experience of 
the visitors. The museum’s 
architecture and design 
make it an aesthetically 
pleasing space that is both 
welcoming and engaging.

Museum’s exhibits, 
collections
The museum houses an ex-
tensive collection of Islamic 
art and artifacts that depict 
the evolution and history 
of Islam over the centuries. 
Here are some of the nota-
ble collections and exhibits 
on display in the museum:
1. Manuscripts: The mu-
seum has an extensive 
collection of valuable man-
uscripts and rare books, 
including the Holy Qur’an, 
Hadith, and works by Is-
lamic scholars, poets, and 
philosophers.
2. Calligraphy: Islamic cal-
ligraphy is one of the most 
significant art forms of the 
Islamic world. The mu-
seum has an impressive 
collection of calligraphy, 
displayed in the form of 
manuscripts, inscriptions, 
and artworks.
3. Pottery and Ceramics: 
The museum has a valu-
able collection of pottery 
and ceramics, showcasing 
the varied techniques and 
styles used in Islamic art 
over time.
4. Textiles: The museum 
has a significant collection 
of Islamic textiles, includ-
ing carpets, rugs, and fab-
rics, showcasing the intri-
cate patterns and designs 
of Islamic textiles.
5. Scientific Instruments: 
The museum has a collec-
tion of scientific instru-
ments that were used by 
Islamic scholars and sci-
entists over the centuries. 
These instruments serve 
as a testament to the sig-
nificant contributions of 
Muslim scholars to various 
fields of science, medicine, 
and astronomy.
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Mihrab, formerly situated in 
front of the Zarih of Imam 
Reza in Astan Quds Razavi 
Museum

An iwan in a courtyard of 
Imam Reza

A courtyard of Imam Reza

A soapstone, carved with 
Kufic inscriptions is on 
display in Astan Quds Razavi 
Museum

Old Zarih (outer sarcophagus enclosure of the holy shrine) is on display in Astan Quds Razavi Museum
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