+

IranDaily = Thursday, June 1, 2023 International

Developments

3

Drones attack Russian relineries
near major oil port
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Drones attacked two
oil refineries just 40-50
miles (65-80 km) east of
Russia’s biggest oil export
terminals on Wednesday,
sparking a fire at one and
causing no damage to the
other, according to Rus-
sian officials.

Drone attacks deep inside
Russia have intensified in
recent weeks with strikes
on Moscow, oil pipelines
and even the Kremlin
ahead of a Ukrainian
counter-offensive, Reu-

ters reported.

At around 0100 GMT a
drone struck the Afipsky
oil refinery in Russia’s
Krasnodar region, causing
a fire which was later ex-
tinguished, Governor Ve-
niamin Kondratyev said.
The Afipsky refinery lies
50 miles east of the Black
Sea port of Novorossi-
isk, one of Russia’s most
important oil export
gateways. The plant can
process around 6 million
tonnes (44 million bar-

rels) of oil each year.
Novorossiisk, together
with the Caspian Pipeline
Consortium (CPC) termi-
nal, bring about 1.5% of
global oil to market.

Last year, CPC exported
via the South Ozereyev-
ka terminal 58.7 million
tonnes of oil, mainly from
Kazakhstan, while the
terminal of Sheskharis
at Novorossiisk handled
about 30 million tonnes
of oil.

Another drone crashed

into the Ilsky refinery,
which lies around 40
miles east of Novorossi-
isk, Russian state-owned
news agency RIA report-
ed, citing local officials.

According to the refin-
ery’s web site, its five
processing units have the
combined capacity of 3
million tonnes per year.

There was no immedi-
ate information on who
launched the drones
but Russia has accused
Ukraine of increased at-

REUTERS

tacks on targets inside
the country, including on
Moscow on Tuesday.
Ukraine almost never
publicly claims respon-
sibility for attacks in-
side Russia or on Rus-
sian-controlled territory
in Ukraine.

Refineries across Russia
have been frequently at-
tacked by drones follow-
ing the start of what the
Kremlin casts as the “spe-
cial military operation” in
Ukraine in February 2022.
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UAE withdraws from US-led maritime coalition

The United Arab Emirates
has withdrawn from a US-
led maritime coalition in
the Persian Gulf, it said
Wednesday.

The UAE “withdrew its

participation” in the
38-nation Combined Mar-
itime Forces two months
ago, a Foreign Ministry
statement said, without
giving reasons for the

move.

“As a result of our ongo-
ing evaluation of effective
security cooperation with
all partners, two months
ago, the UAE withdrew its
participation in the Com-
bined Maritime Forces,”
a Foreign Ministry state-
ment said.

The Bahrain-headquar-
tered CMF was estab-
lished in 2001, initially as
a partnership between 12
nations.

A CMF spokesperson said
the UAE remains a part-
ner nation, despite put-
ting its participation on

hold.

“The CMF still includes 38
partner nations, of which
the UAE is one,” Com-
mander Timothy Hawkins
told AFP.

Earlier this month, the
US said it was sending
reinforcements to the
Persian Gulf, which car-
ries at least a third of the
world’s sea-borne oil.
The commander of the
US Navy’s Fifth Fleet,
Vice-Admiral Brad
Cooper, later transit-
ed through the Strait of
Hormuz in a guided-mis-
sile destroyer along with

British and French naval
commanders.

Iran has been adamantly
opposed to the presence
on Western military forc-
es in the region, arguing
Persian Gulf littoral states
are capable of maintain-
ing peace and security in
the body of water.

“The UAE remains com-
mitted to responsibly
ensuring the safety of
navigation in its seas,”
the UAE statement said,
adding that the major oil
exporter is “committed
to peaceful dialogue and
diplomatic engagement”.
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AUCTION SJSCO. 140205

Hereby Sirjan
Complex announces selling and

Jahan Steel

export 5,000 tons of Rebar (sizes
12mm, 14mm, 16mm, 18mm,20mm, 22mm,25mm
& 28mm) on ex-work (With the possibility of
increasing the contract amount to 10,000 tons).
Interested bidders are invited to get documents
with send an email to sjsco sales info@gmail com

All the documents will be sent VIA email.
All bids on conformity to tender instruction should
pe submitted no later than Tuesday, June 11th,

2023 (2023-06-11)

For more information, please contact us at:

Tel: +2186084642
SIRJAN JAHAN STEEL COMPLEX

Azerbaijan stoking Israeli war ...

Presently, Israel finds itself
isolated on multiple fronts.
It confronts
Page1 > unprece-
dented internal protests
and faces widespread in-
ternational condemnation
following its strikes on the
Gaza Strip and the desecra-
tion of the Al-Agsa Mosque.
In order to divert attention
from its domestic and for-
eign policy failures, Israel
employs psychological and
propaganda warfare tactics
against [ran.
Several Arab nations,
which had been pursuing

normalization with Israel,
have now become hesitant,
leaving Azerbaijan as Isra-
el’s sole partner within the
Muslim world.

Consequently, the Islamic
Republic of Iran possess-
es the capability to exert
pressure on Baku through
the Organization of [slamic
Cooperation (0IC) by advo-
cating for the suspension
or even expulsion of Azer-
baijan from the organiza-
tion. This leverage arises
from the fact that the OIC’s
mission explicitly endors-
es opposition to Israel and

support for Palestine.
Simultaneously, as Israel
grapples with regional iso-
lation, Iran garners atten-
tion and favor from regional
states. Tehran’s position is
further fortified by the on-
going de-escalation efforts
in West Asia. These devel-
opments significantly com-
pound Israel’s concerns.

At the same time, the Re-
public of Azerbaijan also
finds itself isolated within
the Caucasus due to its de-
clared intentions to launch
an invasion on Armenia,
which has drawn severe

criticism from the interna-
tional community, including
Russia. Essentially, Baku has
been ostracized from the
regional dynamics of the
Caucasus.

Instead of relying on Israel
as a means of overcoming
its isolation, Azerbaijan
would be wise to mend re-
lations within the Caucasus
region and seek to resolve
disputes with Armenia
while upholding territori-
al integrity and refraining
from border alterations.
Dependence on Israel will
only serve to deepen Baku's
isolation within the region
and the broader Islamic
world.

N Korea
satellite
launch fails

REUTERS

AP - North Korea’s at-
tempt to put its first re-
connaissance satellite into
space failed Wednesday.
After an unusually quick
admission of failure, North
Korea vowed to conduct
a second launch after it
learns what went wrong.
The South Korean mili-
tary said it was salvaging
an object presumed to be
part of the crashed North
Korean rocket in waters
200 kilometers west of the
southwestern island of Eo-
cheongdo.

Qatar PM,
Taliban chief

hold secret
talks

REUTERS - The Qatari
prime minister held se-
cret talks with the leader
of the Taliban this month
on resolving tension with
the international com-
munity, a source briefed
on the meeting said, sig-
naling a new willingness
by Afghanistan’s rulers to
discuss ways to end their
isolation.

The May 12 meeting in the
southern Afghan city of
Kandahar is the first the
reclusive Taliban chief is
known to have held with a
foreign leader.

US President Joe Biden’s
administration was briefed
on the talks and is “coordi-
nating on all issues dis-
cussed” by the pair includ-
ing furthering dialogue
with the Taliban, said the
source.

Republicans
threaten to
oust McCarthy
over debt deal

POLITICO - Conservatives

are threatening to oust
Kevin McCarthy from the
speakership over his re-
cent deal with President
Joe Biden.

Rep. Dan Bishop (r-N.C.) on
Tuesday became the first
House conservative to ex-
plicitly threaten the push.
The procedure would es-
sentially trigger a vote of
no confidence against Mc-
Carthy. It would only take
one House member to
decide to trigger the vote,
which would then require
a simple majority to oust
the speaker.



