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Given such a history of 
relations with the region, 

Iran was 
a m o n g 

the first countries to rec-
ognize the independence 
of Latin American states 
following their anti-colo-
nial struggles in the past 
century. 
Iranians have long been 
fascinated by the cultural, 
artistic, and political of-
ferings of Latin America. 
Their interest is fueled 
in large part by the po-
litical developments that 
emerged during the Cold 
War era.
Many Iranians are en-
amored with the literary 
works of brilliant authors 
from Latin America, in-
cluding the renowned 
Brazilian novelist Paulo 
Coelho, the celebrated 
Colombian writer Gabri-
el Garcia Marquez, the 
esteemed contemporary 
Peruvian novelist Mario 
Vargas Llosa, and revered 
poets like Octavio Paz, a 
Mexican writer, poet and 
diplomat, and Chilean 
poet Pablo Neruda.
In addition to literature, 
Iranian audiences have 
been captivated by cine-
matic works from Latin 
American directors that 
delve into the social and 
political issues unique to 
the region. Through film 
festivals and screenings, 
Iranians have gained in-
sight into the living en-
vironments,  cultures, 
customs, as well as the 
economic and political 
challenges faced by these 
countries.  

The leadership displayed 
by the nations of Latin 
America in their fight 
against colonialism has 
had a far-reaching impact 
on resistance literature 
and world politics as a 
whole. Legends of free-
dom-seeking such as Si-
mon Bolivar, along with 
his companions Antonio 
Jose de Sucre (of Boliv-
ia), Jose de San Martin (of 
Argentina), and Bernar-
do O’Higgins (of Chile), 
were pivotal figures in the 
struggle to end colonial 
rule in this region.
Despite Bolivar’s dream 
of establishing a United 
States of South Amer-
ica falling short, impe-
rialist plots from the 
North caused division 
and ultimately led to the 
creation of 12 indepen-
dent countries in South 
America. However, the 
freedom-seeking spirit 
embodied by Bolivarian-
ism continued to inspire 
social and political move-
ments across the region in 
their ongoing fight against 
Western domination and 
neoliberal policies – a 
struggle which persisted 
throughout the Cold War 
and beyond.
Great freedom-seekers 
such as Salvador Allende 
in Chile, Fidel Castro and 
Ernesto Che Guevara in 
Cuba, and Daniel Ortega 
in Nicaragua, along with 
countless others whose 
names may have been lost 
to history, fought and laid 
down their lives for free-
dom and justice.
Following the end of the 

Cold War, there was a re-
newed sense of optimism 
that Latin America would 
finally escape the clutches 
of neo-colonialism. How-
ever, it soon became ap-
parent that multinational 
corporations and econom-
ic imperialism continued 
to exploit the region’s re-
sources and wealth.
The emergence of a new 
generation of Bolivarian 
fighters, led by the late 
Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez and accom-
panied by Evo Morales of 
Bolivia, Rafael Correa of 
Ecuador, and Brazil’s great 
leader Lula da Silva, was a 
sign of the awareness of 
people who demanded 
Latin America’s powerful, 
effective, and influential 
presence on the regional 
and global stages. 
Despite facing intense 
opposition from Western 
powers who seek to un-
dermine its anti-imperi-
alist posture, the leftist 
movement of the 21st cen-
tury continues to expand 
and deepen throughout 
the region. Even as Ven-
ezuela, Cuba, and Nica-
ragua suffer under illegal 
and unilateral US sanc-
tions, other nations in the 
region are also subject 
to punitive measures for 
their independent behav-
ior. Nonetheless, the fact 
remains that resistance is 
gaining momentum across 
this part of the world.
For the government and 
people of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, historical 
ties, deep cultural and civ-
ilizational bonds, shared 

lofty ideals, and mutual 
economic and commer-
cial interests serve as the 
primary motivations for 
strengthening and ex-
panding relations with 
countries in the Latin 
American region.
Huge economic potential 
across various sectors, 
including agriculture, 
energy, industry, mining, 
new technologies, techni-
cal and engineering ser-
vices, medicine, etc. are 
among the key parts of 
the development of rela-
tions between the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and the 
Latin American countries. 
Under the government of 
President Raeisi, there has 
been a manifold increase 
in Iran’s trade with these 
countries.   
Economic experts believe 
that given the enormous 
economic potential of 
the region, there is am-
ple room for further ex-
pansion of trade between 
Iran and its Latin Amer-
ican partners. With an 
economic logic and focus 
on mutual interests, long-
term goals can be set.
Unilateral US sanctions 
against a number of coun-
tries, including Venezuela, 
Cuba, and Nicaragua, have 
served to bring these na-
tions closer together. The 
Group of Friends in De-
fense of the UN Charter, 
whose most recent meet-
ing took place in Tehran 
last year, has paved the 
way for greater coopera-
tion aimed at mitigating 
the harmful effects of 
these sanctions. In recent 

years, collaboration be-
tween Iran and Venezue-
la has resulted in a more 
mutually beneficial equa-
tion, with the parties pay-
ing close attention to their 
shared interests across 
various levels.
Meanwhile,  relations 
between Iran and Cuba, 
which initially centered 
on joint cooperation in 
health and biotechnolo-
gy sectors, are poised to 
expand into a broader 
scope. Against the back-
drop of the COVID-19 
pandemic and major 
powers’ monopolization 
of vaccine production, the 
joint efforts of these two 
countries in developing a 
coronavirus vaccine have 
opened a new window for 
collaboration and service 
to humanity. Both nations 
offered this accomplish-
ment as a gift to humanity 
at large.
Iran and Nicaragua, two 
nations linked by their 
cognate revolutions in 
1979, are embarking on 
a promising journey of 
collaboration. Coopera-
tion in various sectors in-
cluding energy, export of 
goods and technical and 
engineering services is 
on the agenda to further 
develop economic and 
trade ties.
The emergence of notable 
shifts in the global order 
and the growing influence 
of peripheral powers in 
shaping a new interna-
tional system necessitate 
collaborative efforts, par-
ticularly among regional 
powers. The elevation of 
the Islamic Republic of 
Iran’s position in West 
Asia as a consequential 
regional power has bol-

stered its prominence in 
both regional and global 
political arenas. Simulta-
neously, the substantial 
advancement of several 
significant countries in 
the Latin American region, 
along with the rise of oth-
ers striving to enhance 
their regional and global 
standing, establishes a 
favorable foundation for 
strengthening multilateral 
cooperation between Iran 
and Latin America. 
Symbols of emerging eco-
nomic countries’ deter-
mination to foster change 
and establish order in the 
evolving world, such as 
BRICS or other econom-
ic alliances, play a cru-
cial role. The inclusion of 
Brazil and the expressed 
interest of other Latin 
American nations in join-
ing this group, along with 
Iran’s aspiration to be a 
part of it, could serve as a 
starting point for such co-
operative endeavors.
The upcoming visit of 
President Raeisi of Iran 
to Venezuela, Cuba, and 
Nicaragua is a significant 
development aimed at 
solidifying and fortifying 
mutually advantageous 
cooperation for the col-
lective interests of the 
governments and peo-
ples of Iran and the Latin 
American region. This 
trip opens a new chap-
ter in the longstanding 
relations between Iran 
and Latin America, rein-
forcing mutually benefi-
cial collaboration across 
various sectors, including 
energy, science, technolo-
gy, health, medicine, agri-
culture, and the export of 
goods and technical engi-
neering services.

The head of the Atomic Ener-
gy Organization of Iran (AEOI) 
highlighted Iran’s remarkable 
progress in the nuclear industry, 
saying the achievements in the 
high-tech field have been gained 
under the threats and sanctions 
by the enemies.
Mohammad Eslami made the 
statement before the launch of 
an exhibition showcasing Iran’s 
latest achievements in the nucle-
ar industry in Tehran on Sunday, 

Press TV wrote.
“Achieving complex nuclear 
technologies in such difficult 
conditions has not been easy 
whatsoever, but our country’s 
young scientists achieved them 
without using foreign capaci-
ties,” the official noted. Pointing 
to the AEOI’s goal of manifesting 
the effects of nuclear energy in 
society and people’s lives, Eslami 
said, “Iran’s achievements in the 
fields of health, medicine, food 

security and agriculture, indus-
try, water and soil, and environ-
ment have been introduced in 
the exhibition.”
Iran showed to the world the 
peaceful nature of its nuclear 
program by signing the 2015 nu-
clear agreement with six world 
states, but Washington’s unilat-
eral withdrawal in May 2018 and 
its subsequent re-imposition of 
sanctions against Tehran left the 
future of the deal in limbo.

A new chapter ...

Iran’s nuclear achievements gained 
under threats, sanctions: Official

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist
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IRGC successfully 
tests multirotor 
bomber drone
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) Ground Force conducted a successful 
test flight of its multirotor bomber drone in 
a project known as “Arbaeen”.
The multicopter was designed, developed, 
and produced by experts from the Self-Suf-
ficiency Jihad Organization of the IRGC, ac-
cording to Tasnim news agency.
This lightweight rotorcraft has the capability 
of carrying a seven-kilogram bomb and drop 
it on a target from an altitude of 500 meters.
Moreover, the new IRGC drone can simulta-
neously carry and launch 10 small missiles, 
targeting various objectives.
This vertical takeoff and landing aircraft 
is an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), 

equipped with more than two engines for 
vertical ascent.
Such aircraft are suitable options for special 
operations units due to their ease of use and 
their ability to operate in any terrain.
Terrorist groups operating in the country’s 
northwestern and southeastern borders 
often exploit hard-to-reach areas for their 
activities. Therefore, the deployment of 
such equipment, which is capable of exe-
cuting missions in various geographical 
conditions and is cost-effective compared 
to other methods, is a suitable choice for 
the IRGC Ground Force.
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Mayor of Tehran  
in Brussels
for global 
confab

ISNA – Tehran’s Mayor 
Alireza Zakani departed 
for Brussels, Belgium, on 
Sunday to participate in 
the Metropolis World Con-
gress as head of a munici-
pal delegation.
The Metropolis World Con-
gress is an international 
non-governmental organi-
zation that operates with 
non-profit goals, without 
political affiliations. Man-
agement and major issues 
of large cities and metro-
politan areas are the focus 
of the event. 
Tehran Municipality joined 
the Metropolis World Con-
gress in 1992, and the cit-
ies of Tehran, Mashhad, 
and Tabriz are members 
of this association.

Iran’s 
interests are 
the deciding 
factor in 
negotiations: 
MP

 International Desk

Should the interests of Iran 
be safeguarded, the nucle-
ar negotiations would bear 
fruit, stressed the deputy 
chairman of the Iranian 
Parliament’s National Se-
curity and Foreign Policy 
Commission.
Abbas Moqtadaei said that 
Tehran will not take any 
meaningful step until it 
can be sure that the inter-
ests of Iranians are guar-
anteed, adding that Iran 
will expand its ties to other 
countries in the meantime 
regardless.
He noted that Iran and the 
United States have always 
conveyed messages to each 
other, adding that some 
speculations and rumors 
are not grounded in reality 
and should not be indulged 
until the announcements 
are made.
“Iran will not budge under 
pressure or bullying tactics 
of the American side if it 
insists on violating its com-
mitments and not adhering 
to what it accepted under 
the 2015 nuclear deal,” Es-
lami emphasized.
The Iranian lawmaker 
pointed out that Wash-
ington has concluded that 
sanctions against Iran have 
lost their leverage and it 
can put no more pressure 
on the Islamic Republic.


