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Innocent victims of 
forced labor need rescue

Social Desk

Soudeh Najafi, the head 
of the Health Commit-
tee of the Tehran Islam-
ic Council,  expressed 
growing concern over 
the increasing number of 
working children in Iran, 
particularly in the capital 
city of Tehran, during the 
council’s 153rd session 
on Sunday.
Najafi highlighted the 
plight of street and work-
ing children, who are of-
ten subjected to various 
forms of abuse and suffer 
from physical and mental 
health issues. She also 
noted that their presence 
on the streets poses chal-
lenges for local citizens.
The Health Committee 
head called for a coordi-
nated effort among vari-
ous institutions including 
some of the ministries 
such as Ministry of Educa-
tion to address the issue 
of child labor.
Najafi emphasized the 
lack of a specific, official 
institution dedicated to 
organizing child labor, 
and despite the presence 
of guardians, the number 

of child laborers in Iran, 
particularly in Tehran, 
continues to rise.
The Tehran Islamic Coun-
cil member questioned 
the allowance of foreign 
nationals to enter the 
country as child laborers 
and urged decisive action 
against the entry of for-
eign child laborers and 
child labor gangs operat-
ing in Tehran.
Now, as the world ob-
serves the annual World 
Day against Child Labor, 
experts and organizations 
unite to discuss solutions 
and strategies to combat 
the growing problem.
On World Day against 
Child Labor, observed 
annually on June 12, the 
international commu-
nity comes together to 
raise awareness about 
the plight of millions of 
children engaged in la-
bor across the globe. This 
year, the focus is on find-
ing effective strategies 
to curb the problem and 
protect the rights of chil-
dren.
Child labor remains a 
pressing issue world-
wide, with an estimated 
152 million children be-
tween the ages of 5 and 

17 engaged in work that 
deprives them of their 
childhood, education, 
and future opportunities. 
The International Labor 
Organization has been at 
the forefront of the fight 
against child labor, work-
ing closely with govern-
ments, non-governmental 
organizations, and other 
stakeholders to develop 
and implement policies 
and programs aimed at 
eradicating the problem.
Despite progress in re-
cent years, the COVID-19 
pandemic has exacerbat-
ed the issue, with many 
children forced into labor 
due to economic hard-
ships faced by their fam-
ilies. The pandemic has 
also disrupted education 
systems, leaving millions 
of children out of school 
and at risk of entering the 
workforce.
To address the growing 
problem of child labor, 
experts and organizations 
propose a multi-faceted 
approach that includes:
S t re n g t h e n i n g  l e g a l 
frameworks: Govern-
ments must enforce and 
strengthen laws that pro-
hibit child labor and pro-
tect the rights of children. 

This includes ratifying 
and implementing in-
ternational conventions, 
such as ILO Convention 
No. 182 on the Worst 
Forms of Child Labor and 
Convention No. 138 on 
the Minimum Age for Ad-
mission to Employment.
Improving access to edu-
cation: Ensuring that all 
children have access to 
quality education is cru-
cial in preventing child 
labor. Governments and 
organizations should in-
vest in education infra-
structure, provide finan-
cial support to families, 
and implement policies 
that encourage school at-
tendance.
Addressing poverty and 
economic inequality: 
Tackling the root caus-
es of child labor, such as 
poverty and economic in-
equality, is essential. This 
can be achieved through 
social protection pro-
grams, job creation for 
adults, and income-gen-
erating opportunities for 
families.
Raising awareness and 
advocacy: Public aware-
ness campaigns and ad-
vocacy efforts can help 
change societal attitudes 

towards child labor and 
promote the importance 
of education and chil-
dren’s rights.
Strengthening partner-
ships:  Col laboration 
between governments, 
international organiza-
tions, civil society, and the 
private sector is crucial in 
the fight against child la-

bor. By working together, 
stakeholders can pool 
resources, share knowl-
edge, and develop effec-
tive strategies to combat 
the issue.
As the world marks World 
Day against Child Labor, 
it is essential to recog-
nize the progress made 
in recent years and the 

challenges that lie ahead. 
By implementing com-
prehensive strategies and 
fostering collaboration 
among stakeholders, the 
international communi-
ty can work towards a 
future where all children 
are free from labor and 
have the opportunity to 
reach their full potential.

The “Little Iran” Nation-
al Park, located in the 
Jahanshahr neighborhood 
of Karaj, meticulously rep-
licates and showcases the 
ecosystems of 12 signifi-
cant cultural and tourist 
destinations across the 
country. Spanning a sev-
en-hectare area, this park 
was brought to life by the 
collaborative efforts of 12 
artistic groups. Within its 
boundaries, visitors can 
explore recreated settle-
ments of Iranian tribes 
and various historical and 
touristic sites native to the 
nation.
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Children’s Medical Center Hospital achieves milestone with liver, kidney, and hematopoietic 
stem cell transplants
In  a  groundbreaking 
medical achievement, the 
Children’s Medical Center 
Hospital in Tehran, Iran 
successfully performed 
its first independent liver 
transplant for children, 
alongside kidney and 
hematopoietic stem cell 
transplants. The landmark 
procedures took place on 
Friday, June 2, 2023, mark-
ing a significant advance-
ment in pediatric trans-
plant surgery.

The organs for the liver and 
kidney transplants were 
generously donated by the 
family of a 9-year-old girl 
who tragically suffered 
brain death due to trauma. 
The recipients of the trans-
plants, a 14-year-old girl 
and a 17-year-old boy, are 
currently in stable condition 
and under observation in 
the hospital’s general ward, 
Fars News Agency reported.
This particular case rep-
resents the 47th success-

ful kidney transplant op-
eration at the Children’s 
Medical Center. The ac-
complishment was made 
possible through the col-
laborative efforts of the 
hospital’s anesthesiology, 
nephrology, urology, and 
expert nursing staff.
Dr. Hossein Amirzargar, a 
renowned urologist and 
pediatric urology fellow, 
commented on the com-
plexities of coordinating 
transplants for patients 

with kidney failure. He ex-
plained that certain spe-
cific conditions must be 
met for a successful trans-
plant, such as matching 
the kidney, inflammatory 
markers, and human leu-
kocyte antigen. 
Amirzargar expressed 
gratitude for the successful 
kidney transplant surgeries 
over the past four years, 
which have solidified the 
Children’s Medical Center’s 
reputation as a leading pe-

diatric kidney transplant 
center in the country.
Liver, kidney, and hema-
topoietic stem cell trans-
plants at the Children’s 
Medical Center Hospital 
not only demonstrate the 
institution’s commitment 
to advancing pediatric 
healthcare but also high-
light the importance of 
organ donation in saving 
lives and improving the 
quality of life for countless 
children.

47 successful kidney transplants recorded in Iran
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