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Yazd's magnilicent monuments are
unique in the world

< Iranica Desk >

The city of Yazd, in the
central province of Yazd,
is known as the first adobe
and the second historical
city of the world.

The old houses built in Yazd,
located in a desert region
with hot and dry climate,
have a special architectural
style. So far, 323 historical
houses of Yazd have been
inscribed on Iran’s National
Heritage List.

Khane-ye Taq
Bolandha

Dr. Kazem Mandegari, a
member of the faculty
board of Yazd University’s
School of Arts and Archi-
tecture, said one of the
oldest mansions of the city,
which is locally known as
Khane-ye Bozorg (the Great
House), Khane-ye Taq Bo-
landha (the House of High
Vaults), and Khan-ye Hos-
seinian (Hosseinian House)
is situated in Fahhadan
neighborhood of the city.
He added that its high
porch, as a unique and
special feature, has distin-
guished this house from
other old structures of Yazd.
He noted that various
theories have been pro-
posed about the history of
the monument; however,
regarding the similarity
between the main porch
of the building and that
of the Seyyed Shamsud-
din Tomb, it can be traced
back to 14th century BCE.
The Seyyed Shamsuddin
Tomb, located in Char-
Menar neighborhood, is
the remains of a building
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complex belonging to 14th
century BCE.

Mandegari said, “The
house has several names,
reviewing each of which
can increase our knowl-
edge about the building.”
According to Karim Pir-
nia, a prominent Iranian
architect, author and the-
oretician (1920-1977),

the house belonged to a
person named Sharafud-
din Hossein, who also es-
tablished the Hosseinieh
School in the same alley.

Moreover, the name Hos-
seinian alley is mentioned
in a book entitled, “The
History of Yazd,” which
dates back to the 15th cen-
tury BCE. Thus, most prob-
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ably the ancient house
and school were parts of
a complex established by
Sharafuddin Hossein.

The name Taq Bolandha,
mentioned by Iraj Afshar
(1925-2011), a bibliog-
rapher, historian, scholar,
and an iconic figure in the
field of Persian studies, is
related to the distinctive
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feature of the monument,
i.e, its high vaults.

The house’s proximity to
Hosseinieh School and an
old mosque show its archi-
tectural combination with
urban elements.

Due to its great signifi-
cance, the mansion was
purchased by the Ancient
Monuments Preservation

Organization from its
owners many years ago.
With regard to several
renovation projects im-
plemented in the house, its
original architectural style
was not identified until
1995, when the ceiling of
its main porch, which was
destroyed several decades
ago, was restored.

Lariha House

Lariha House is among the
other popular ancient mon-
uments of Yazd which dates
back to the Qajar era. Estab-
lished in 1869, the house
was registered on Iran’s
National Heritage List. The
owner of the house, which
extends in an area of 1,700
meters, was a famed Iranian
merchant named Moham-
mad Ebrahim Lari.

The monument, with
three courtyards and six
residential sections, has
several porches, halls and
rooms, a sardar (doorway)
and a hashti (entrance
gate). The howz (a central-
ly positioned symmetrical
pool) and high porch of
the courtyard catch the
eye of every viewer.
There is a wooden plat-
form, with lattice deco-
rations above the pool,
which can be reached with
three steps. The owners of
the house once sat on this
platform in the afternoons,
enjoyed dinner and spent
time with the family.

The mansion has 22
rooms, all of which are
decorated with mirror
works and paintings. Sev-
eral baadgirs (wind catch-
ers) were built in various
parts of the building to
keep the heat away from
its interior parts, especial-
ly in the summer.

With the help of wind
catchers above these hous-
es, the basement areas had
natural air conditioning
and remained cool during
the warmer months of the
year, when they were used
as sitting rooms.

Tamisheh Wall in Golestan Province dates back to Sassanid era

< Iranica Desk >

Tamisheh Wall, 12 kilometers
long, dating back to the Sas-
sanid era, starts in the north-
ern slopes of the Alborz Moun-
tains.

The remains of Tamisheh, an
ancient city in Tabarestan,
were discovered near Sar Ka-
lateh-ye Kharab Shahr village
in Kordkuy, Golestan Province,
chtn.ir reported.

Tamisheh, which was a pros-
perous city during the Sassan-
id era, was a place of residence
for Fereydoun, an ancient Per-
sia king.

According to some historical
documents, Tamisheh Wall
was built upon the order of the
Sassanid King, Khosrow I, who
spent some time in the city.
The move was undertaken to
prevent the Turks and eastern
tribesmen from invading the

city.

Tamisheh was the easternmost
city of Tabarestan, located on
the border with Gorgan.
However, some archeologists
believe that Tamisheh Wall, as
a continuation of the histori-
cal Wall of Gorgan, was built
during the Sassanid era to pre-
vent Hephthalites from attack-
ing the land.

Several brick kilns were built
along Tamisheh Wall to pro-

vide construction materials for
the project.

Two castles, which were built
in the east and west of the for-
est heights located in the south
of Tamisheh during the Sassan-
id era, were used until the ear-
ly Islamic era.

Researchers believe that the
city, damaged heavily during
the Mongol attacks, was ru-
ined completely by the inva-
sion of Timur, the founder of

the Timurid Empire.

The northernmost point of the
wall was flooded due to a rise
in the water table of the Caspi-
an Sea.

French archeologist Jacques
de Morgan, director of Dele-
gations Archeologiques Fran-
caises in Iran (1897-1912
CE), recorded parts of the
wall.

An extensive archeological sur-
vey of the wall in 2001, direct-

ed by Jebrael Nokandeh and
Hamid Omrani Rekavandi, led
to the discovery of the wall’s
continuation into the Caspian
Sea and its first exploration by
underwater archaeologists. A
joint expedition from the Ira-
nian Center for Archaeological
Research and the Universities
of Edinburgh and Durham car-
ried out geophysical surveys
and excavations, from 2005 to
2009.
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