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Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal
bin Farhan (L) waves to journalists
as his Iranian counterpart Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian welcomes him in
Tehran on June 17, 2023.
PAYAM SANI/IRNA

C International Desk )

Saudi Arabia’s foreign min-
ister paid a visit to Tehran
on Saturday as a first trip by
a Saudi top diplomat to Iran
in seven years amid a rap-
prochement between the

Iran-KSA thaw to bearpositive outcome forregion

two Middle East powers.
Prince Faisal bin Farhan
was welcomed by his Ira-
nian counterpart Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian at Iran’s
Foreign Ministry ahead of
bilateral talks and a press
conference.

Yazd’s magnificent
monuments are
unique in the world
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During the press confer-
ence, the two sides hailed
the re-establishment of
diplomatic relations, which
they said would be para-
mount to improving securi-
ty across the region.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran has never equated se-
curity with militarism, and
considers security to be a
comprehensive concept,
which includes political,
economic, cultural, trade
and social dimensions be-
tween all the countries of
the region,” Amir-Abdolla-
hian said.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister said he discussed a
wide range of issues with
his counterpart, which
included trade ties, joint
investments, technology,
tourism and transportation.
The Iranian top diplomat
also said they talked about
cooperation on environ-
ment, formation of joint
economic and political
committees and fighting
drug trafficking among the

other issues.

Both sides also discussed
the Palestinian issue, the
ongoing conflict in Sudan
and some other regional
and international issues.
For his part, Bin Farhan
said Iran and Saudi Arabia
are two important coun-
tries in the region, add-
ing that “mutual respect,
non-interference in the
two countries’ internal af-
fairs and commitment to
the United Nations Char-
ter” will be at the center
of bilateral relations going
forward, with an eye on se-
curing the interests of both
nations.

“I would also like to high-
light the two countries’ dis-
cussions on cooperation on
ensuring maritime security
and reducing proliferation
of weapons of mass de-
struction,” he said.

He said that the Saudi Em-
bassy in Tehran will be re-
opened soon.

Bin Farhan expressed hope
that restoration of relations

between Tehran and Ri-
yadh would have positive
effects on the entire re-
gion and the Islamic world,
which will also help the se-
curity and the development
of economic and cultural
cooperation in the region.
Iran and Saudi Arabia
agreed in Beijing on March
10 to resume relations and
reopen diplomatic mis-
sions within two months.
Iran reopened its embassy
in Riyadh on June 6, fol-
lowed by its consulate gen-
eral in Jeddah and its mis-
sion to the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (01C)
a day later.

Tehran has selected Alireza
Enayati, a former envoy to
Kuwait and a Foreign Min-
istry deputy for regional
affairs, as its ambassador
to the kingdom.

Saudi Arabia broke ties
with Iran in 2016 after pro-
testers attacked the Saudi
Embassy in Tehran follow-
ing Riyadh’s execution of a
prominent Shia cleric.

Turkey, main obstacle
to peace in Caucasus

During his recent visit to Azer-
baijan, Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan claimed,
“Our problem with reopening
the Zangezur corridor and
connecting Nakhchivan with
the Republic of Azerbaijan
through this route is not Ar-
menia, but our problem is Iran, and Iran’s approach in this
matter upsets the Republic of Azerbaijan and Turkey.”
Erdogan’s statements regarding the Zangezur corridor and
his stance against Iran are aimed at distracting public opin-
ion from Turkey’s role in prolonging the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh war and closing regional routes.

Erdogan believes that the Zangezur crossing should be an
international corridor, disregarding Armenia’s sovereign-
ty over this route. The crossing called Zangezur is located
within the Syunik Province and, based on the principles of
territorial integrity upheld by international law, Armenia
holds the rightful authority over this passage. Armenia and
Turkey have been at odds for years due to the Armenian
Genocide carried out by the Ottoman Empire and have
no formal diplomatic relations. For this reason, Armenia
strongly opposes Turkey’s utilization of this passageway.
Ankara seeks to nullify this crossing from Yerevan'’s sov-
ereignty and recognize it as an international corridor, so
that it can use it.

Turkey is inciting the Republic of Azerbaijan not to rec-
ognize Armenia’s sovereignty over the corridor, and to
internatiqnalize it. This has .caused the Page2 >
prolongation of the war and, in fact, Tur-

key is the main obstacle to the establishment of peace in
the Caucasus and the opening of transit routes.

By Mohsen
Pakaein

[ran’s ex-envoy
to Azerbaijan

EXCLUSIVE

Iran becomes largest dairy
exporter in Asia: FA0

( Economy Desk ) . T

Iran was the biggest . P s
exporter of dairy prod-

ucts in Asia in 2022,

according to figures
released by the Food
and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Nations (FA0). Iran exported
around 1.6 million metric tons (mt) of milk and dairy
products and imported 86,000 mt of such products in
2022, according to FAO’s report. Iran’s milk and dairy
exports account for 17% of the nine million mt total ex-
ports of such products in Asian countries.

It is expected that exports of Iran’s milk and other dairy
products will increase to 1.59 million mt in 2023.

It also said Iran ranks as the 13th largest producer of
wheat, 13th largest producer of rice, and 11th largest
producer of meat in Asia.

FAO has also predicted that Iran’s production of cereals
and grains will reach 18.8 million tons in 2023.

Iran, Egypt agree to form
committee to restore ties:
Report

Iran and Egypt have reportedly
agreed to form a committee to
resume diplomatic ties and security coordination.
There are signs of rapprochement between the two an-
cient countries, especially after a recent détente between
Iran and Saudi Arabia after a seven-year rift, which has
also encouraged many countries in the region to put
aside their differences and restore their diplomatic re-
lations.

Saudi Arabia’s Al-Arabiya TV, which has released the re-
port, has not given any further details about the agree-
ment. It comes weeks after the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei welcomed Egypt’s
willingness to resume relations with Iran.

“We welcome this position and have no problem in this
regard,” the Leader told Oman’s Sultan Haitham bin Tariq
Al Said in a meeting in Tehran on May 29.

Iran and Egypt cut diplomatic ties in 1980 after Cairo
admitted the former Shah of Iran and recognized Israel.

( National Desk )
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Taliban allow
Iran experts
to visit
Kajaki Dam

IFP - The caretaker of
Iran’s Embassy in Kabul
announced that the Tali-
ban have granted permis-
sion for a team of Iranian
experts to inspect the res-
ervoir of the Kajaki Dam,
amid a water dispute be-
tween Iran and Afghani-
stan.

“Agreements have been
reached so that our ex-
perts can go visit the re-
giOIl [where Kajaki Dam is lo-
cated] and pave the way for
the release of water,” said
Hassan Kazemi Qomi.

Blinken
denies
prisoner
swap deal
with Iran

AP

( International Desk )

U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken rejected re-
ports on Friday that Wash-
ington and Tehran were
close to making a deal on
swapping prisoners or nu-
clear matters.

“We haven’t taken any op-
tion off the table, but there
is no agreement, and re-
ports to the contrary are
simply inaccurate,” he said
in a press conference.

He stressed that Washing-
ton continues to work in-
tensely on a regular basis
on both matters.

Situation at
Afghanistan
border
normal:
Minister

TASNIM - Calm has re-
turned to the common
border between Iran and
Afghanistan after a recent
brief armed clash, Iranian
Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi said, noting that
cross-border travels are
taking place normally.

Vahidi said the rulers of
Afghanistan have been
reminded that they must
inform their forces about
the rules at the border and
take care of their activities,
stressing that the Iranian
border guards are protect-
ing the national interests
vigorously and won'’t al-
low anybody to violate the
territorial integrity of Iran.

Tehran should be more assertive
on northern borders: Iran MP

By Sadeq Dehgan

v Sta iff writer

Referring to recent devel-
opments in the southern
Caucasus region, a member
of the Iranian Parliament
emphasized that the coun-
try’s diplomatic apparatus
should do away with its res-
ervations when it comes to
Iran’s northern borders.

In an exclusive interview
with Iran Daily, Ara Shav-
erdian called on Tehran to
be more vigilant with regard
to any development that lays
the groundwork for changes
in the region’s internation-
ally-recognized borders,
echoing the Leader of the
Islamic Republic’s stress on
the principle of the inviola-
bility of borders.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran has always pursued
a balance in its ties with
neighboring countries, but
if geopolitical changes are to
occur in internationally-rec-
ognized borders, it should
no longer have such con-
siderations,” the lawmaker
stated.

“As the Leader underlined,
the country’s officials must
stay vigilant and not let
Iran’s historical and cultur-
al borders be erased,” he
said, noting that the border
between Iran and Armenia
dates back to long ago.
Alluding to the controversy
surrounding the Zangezur
Corridor, the vice presi-

ICANA

dent of the Iran-Armenia
Parliamentary Friendship
Group added, “We support
the establishment of peace
and security in the region
but also react to any agree-
ment or event that lays the
groundwork for geopolitical
and border changes.”

As Shaverdian pointed out,
the Armenian government
has repeatedly voiced its
objection to border chang-
es that the opening of the
Zangezur Corridor entails,
but the “third-party coun-
tries such as the Zionist re-
gime that are also present
in the region” have put pres-
sure on the Caucasus states
to “restrict Iran’s access”.
The International North-
South Transit Corridor (IN-
STC), he noted, already con-
nects Iran both to the East
through Chabahar port and
India, and to Western Eu-
rope through Armenia, Geor-
gia, and the Black Sea. “But
the opening of the Zangezur
Corridor diminishes our
presence in the southern
Caucasus.”

“We are not to allow the
presence of Western coun-

tries, the Zionist regime,
and NATO in the region to
restrict Iran in such a way,”
Shaverdian warned.

The Zangezur Corridor is
supposedly designed to link
the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic to the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic and,
in a broader sense, to Tur-
key. “It is worth noting,
however, that the three were
always linked through Iran,”
he said.

“Iran has never imposed any
restriction or customs duties

on the transit or vehicular
traffic along the route, and
this corridor is, in a way,
currently open through Iran.
But the Zangezur Corridor
would cut Iran’s link both
to Armenia and the INSTC,
which is essential for us.”

The member of Parliament
who represents the Arme-
nians of Tehran and Iran’s
northern provinces lauded
the incumbent government’s
successful implementation
of its policy of increasing
cooperation and interaction

with regional and, especially,
neighboring countries.

“In line with this policy, our
ties with other Persian Gulf
littoral states including Sau-
di Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), and Bahrain
have been strengthened,”
Shaverdian stated, calling
for further effort to be made
in forging closer ties with
the states of the Caucasus
region.

“The improvement in our
diplomatic relations with
Saudi Arabia, for instance,

iswnews.com
will lead to a rise in the level
of our trade and economic
relations between the two
countries as well, which is
quite instrumental now that
Iran is under cruel sanctions
of the West, particularly the
United States.”
The Iranian lawmaker also
expressed hope that the re-
cent Tehran-Kabul dispute
over Iran’s water rights from
the Hirmand (Helmand) Riv-
er and border clashes would
be solved through dialogue
and diplomacy.

Turkey, main obstacle ...

If this crossing is inter-
nationalized, Armenia
Pagel > wil'l be
stripped
of its sovereignty while
Russian forces, or multi-
national armies, will take
control of it. This situa-
tion means a violation of
Armenia’s territorial in-
tegrity, which is opposed
by Yerevan. Armenia’s
position is logical; it is
supported not only by
Iran, but also by the in-
ternational community
and the UN, because the
territorial integrity of the
countries should not be
violated.
In addition, if Zangezur is

removed from Armenia’s
territorial integrity, in-
ternationally recognized
borders will change, and
the border between Iran
and Armenia will also be
closed. This is another
reason for Iran’s posi-
tion regarding the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict
and access roads of the
Caucasus, which is com-
pletely principled and in
line with international
standards.

Iran welcomes the open-
ing of routes between its
neighbors and consid-
ers it a path to econom-
ic progress for itself and
neighboring countries.

For this reason, Iran has
allowed Azerbaijan to
connect to Nakhchivan
via the Iranian route for
over twenty years. At the
same time, Iran respects
its neighbors’ territorial
integrity, including that
of Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia, and opposes any
change in internationally
recognized borders. That
is why Tehran is against
the internationalization
of the Zangezur passage-
way, which violates the
territorial integrity of
Armenia and changes the
geographical boundaries.
By maintaining its sover-
eignty, Armenia is ready

to open the Zangezur
pass to Azerbaijan, al-
lowing it to enter Na-
khchivan, provided that
Baku respects its terri-
torial integrity. Obvious-
ly, since Armenia does
not have relations with
Turkey, it does not al-
low this country to use
this passage, and this is
Armenia’s right. In this
situation, Turkey is abus-
ing its friendly ties with
Azerbaijan and is urging
President Ilham Aliyev to
push for the internation-
alization of Zangezur, and
even threatens Armenia
with military action to
open the corridor.

In fact, today Ankara
is the main obstacle to
solving the disputes be-
tween Baku and Yerevan,
because Turkey will be
the main loser in the es-
tablishment of peace in
the Caucasus. Ankara’s
differences with Yerevan
are serious and complex,
and the process of resolv-
ing them will be long.

At the same time, if Tur-
key opens its borders
in the north of Armenia
and allows this country
to reach Europe through
Turkey, Armenia will al-
low Turkey to use this
passage, assuming the
resolution of differences

between the two coun-
tries. Currently, Turkey
is against this and has
temporarily opened this
border just to help Arme-
nian earthquake victims.
Armenia is also interest-
ed in being able to enter
Iran via the Nakhchivan
route and connect to
Iran’s transport routes
if the dispute with Azer-
baijan is settled. In any
case, the transit routes
are the prime issue of the
Caucasus and, of course,
if Turkey stops its prov-
ocations, the disagree-
ments between Armenia
and Azerbaijan will be
resolved sooner.

o
o

Cartoonist

Mohammad Ali Rajabi

Kajaki Dam

Azerbaijan to stop issuing visas
to Iranians at airport

The Republic of Azerbaijan plans to stop
issuing visas to Iranian citizens on their
arrival at its airport from June 23.

The Iranian Embassy in Baku said the de-
cision was announced by the Azeri Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, IFP reported.

It added that Iranian nationals who want
to travel to the Republic of Azerbaijan
need to visit the Azeri diplomatic mis-
sions in Iran to get their visas, or apply for
them on ww.mfa.gov.az, which is a website
launched by the Azeri Ministry of Foreign

Affairs for this purpose.

Relations between Tehran and Baku
soured several months ago after a man at-
tacked the Azeri Embassy in Tehran. Iran
arrested the attacker, saying the man did
the attack on a personal motive.

Other developments also increased ten-
sions between Iran and Azerbaijan includ-

ing Baku’s push to carve out a chunk of

land for its Zangezur Corridor that would
obliterate Iran’s border with Armenia.
Tehran objected to this plan, vowing not
to allow any changes in the region’s geo-
political map.
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UN steps up criticism ol

IMF, World Bank

From the ashes of World

War I, three institutions
were created as linchpins
of a new global order. Now,
in an unusual move, the top
official in one - the secre-
tary-general of the United
Nations - is pressing for
major changes in the other
two.

Antonio Guterres says the
International Monetary
Fund has benefited rich
countries instead of poor
ones. And he describes the

IMF and World Bank ’s re-
sponse to the COVID-19
pandemic as a “glaring
failure” that left dozens of
countries deeply indebted,
AP reported.

Guterres’ criticism, in a re-
cent paper, isn’t the first
time he’s called for over-
hauling global financial in-
stitutions. But it is his most
in-depth analysis of their
problems, cast in light of
their response to the pan-
demic, which he called a

“stress test” for the organi-
zations.

His comments were issued
ahead of meetings called by
French President Emmanu-
el Macron in Paris on Thurs-
day and Friday to address
reforms of the multilateral
development banks and
other issues.

Neither the IMF nor the
World Bank would com-
ment directly on the sec-
retary-general’s criticisms
and proposals. But Gu-

terres’ comments echo
those of outside critics,
who see the IMF and World
Bank’s leadership limited
by the powerful nations that
control them - a situation
similar to that of the United
Nations, which has faced its
own calls for reform.

Maurice Kugler, a professor
of public policy at George
Mason University, told The
Associated Press that the in-
stitutions’ failure to help the
neediest countries “reflects

United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres
MANUEL BALCE CENETA/AP

the persistence of a top-
down approach in which
the World Bank president is
a U.S. national appointed by
the U.S. president and the
IMF managing director is
a European Union national
appointed by the European
Commission.”

Richard Gowan, the Inter-
national Crisis Group’s U.N.
director, said there is a lot of
frustration with the U.S. and
its European allies dom-
inating decision-making,
leaving African countries
with only “a sliver of voting
rights.” Developing coun-
tries also complain that the
bank’s lending rules are
weighted against them, he
said.

Guterres said it’s time for
the boards of the IMF and
the World Bank to right
what he called the historic
wrongs and “bias and injus-
tice built into the current
international financial ar-
chitecture.”

That “architecture” was
established when many de-
veloping countries were still
under colonial rule.
Guterres said the institu-
tions haven’t kept pace

with global growth. He said
the World Bank has $22b
in paid capital, the money
used for low-interest loans
and grants for government
development programs. As
a percentage of global GDP,
that’s less than one-fifth of
the 1960 funding level.

At the same time, many de-
veloping countries are in a
deep financial crisis, exacer-
bated by inflation, rising in-
terest rates and a standstill
in debt relief.

The IMF’s rules unfairly
favor wealthy nations, he
said. During the pandemic,
the wealthy Group of Seven
nations, with a population
of 772m, received the equiv-
alent of $280b from the IMF
while the least developed
countries, with a population
of 1.1b, were allocated just
over $8b.

“This was done according
to the rules,” Guterres said.
This is “morally wrong.”

He called for major reforms
that would strengthen the
representation of develop-
ing countries on the boards
of the IMF and World Bank,
help countries restructure
debts, change IMF quotas,
and revamp the use of IMF
funds. He also called for
scaling up financing for
economic development and
tackling the impact of cli-
mate change.

Palestinian resistance leading to
Israel’s downfall: /ran’s SNSC

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council
Ali Akbar Ahmadian said
the proliferation of resis-
tance cells across Palestine
will bring about the col-
lapse of Israel.

In a meeting with Secretary
General of the Islamic Jihad
movement Ziad al-Nakhala,
held in Tehran on Saturday,
Ahmadian applauded the

Palestinian people and re-
sistance groups’ unparal-
leled perseverance in the
struggle against Israel, Tas-
nim news agency reported.
“The cause of the Palestin-
ian nation and the libera-
tion of the holy Al-Quds
from the control of the oc-
cupying Zionist regime will
materialize only through
resistance,” Ahmadian

said.

Reaffirming Tehran’s sup-
port for the Palestinian
people, the Iranian official
described support for the
Palestinian nation and re-
sistance groups as a pillar
of Iran’s policies.

He called on the Palestin-
ian resistance groups to
join hands and remain vig-
ilant to thwart the Zionist

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council Ali Akbar Ahmadian
(R) meets with Secretary General of the
Islamic Jihad movement Ziad
al-Nakhala in Tehran on June 17, 2023.
TASNIM

enemy’s plots, saying that
regional countries must
learn lessons from the de-
velopments of the recent
decades and bear in mind
that normalization of ties
with Israel will result in
the loss of social assets in
the Arab and Islamic world
and harm their national se-
curity.

For his part, Nakhala ex-

pressed gratitude to Iran
for its unwavering and ef-
fective support for Pales-
tine and briefed Ahmadian
on the latest developments

in the Palestinian territo-
ries and the West Bank,
as well as the resistance
groups’ victory against
Israel.

African leaders visit Russia to discuss peace plan with Putin

C International Desk )

South Africa’s president
arrived in Saint Peters-
burg, Russia on Saturday
ahead of talks headed
by an African delegation
pushing for negotiations
between Kyiv and Moscow
even as doubts grow they
will bear fruit.

The African leaders are
attempting to make the
continent’s issues heard
after it has been buffeted
by economic headwinds
caused by the conflict,
AFP reported.

President Cyril Rama-
phosa’s arrival in Saint
Petersburg “follows con-
structive discussions with
(Ukrainian) President
Volodymyr Zelensky,” the
South African presidency
said.

The delegation will “meet
(Russian) President Vlad-
imir Putin to seek a road

to peace to (end) the 16
months-long conflict
(that’s) caused devastat-
ing economic impact, loss
of life and global instabil-
ity”.

The mission includes four
presidents: Ramaphosa,
Senegal’s Macky Sall, Zam-
bia’s Hakainde Hichilema
and Comoros’ Azali Assou-
mani, who also currently
heads the African Union.
The leaders of Uganda,
Egypt and Congo-Braz-
zaville pulled out of the
visit at the last moment
and sent representatives
instead. Efforts to secure
peace appear increasing-
ly perilous, analysts told
AFP, with both Kyiv and
Moscow convinced they
can win on the battle-
field.

“There must be de-esca-
lation on both sides,” Ra-
maphosa said in a press
conference in Kyiv the day

before, calling for “peace
through negotiations”.

Talks with Russia
rejected

But Zelensky ruled out
that possibility during
a joint press conference
with the delegates.

“I clearly said several times
at our meeting that to allow
any negotiations with Rus-
sia, now that the occupier
is on our land, is to freeze...
pain and suffering,” he said.
“In our view it is import-
ant to listen very careful-
ly to what both countries
have to say, and tomorrow
we are now going to listen
to President Putin,” Rama-
phosa said.

More tanks needed

The delegation also comes
as both sides are focussed
on battlefield develop-
ments, as Kyiv presses its
newly-launched counter-

offensive. Putin’s Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu
called for more tanks to
be manufactured “to meet
the needs of Russian forc-
es” in Ukraine.

Kyiv on Friday evening
reported tactical success-
es “practically in all areas
where our units are fight-
ing in the south.” The Rus-
sian president showed little
appetite for talks speaking
Friday at the Saint Peters-
burg Economic Forum.

“I think that Ukraine’s
armed forces stand no
chance (in the south),
as well as in other direc-
tions... I have no doubt
about that,” Putin said.

Warning to West

He also said that his de-
ployment of tactical nu-
clear weapons to Belarus,
something he confirmed
for the first time had al-
ready happened, was a re-

minder to the West that it
could not inflict a strategic
defeat on Russia, Reuters
reported.

Putin said Russian tacti-
cal nuclear warheads had
already been delivered
to close ally Belarus, but
stressed he saw no need
for Russia to resort to nu-
clear weapons for now.
Russia also accuses the
West of blocking its ex-
ports of fertilisers and
threatens to pull out of a
deal - that expires on July
17 - that allowed vital
Ukrainian grain exports to
resume through the Black
Sea. Securing the future
viability of a deal allow-
ing grain from Ukraine to
reach the global market
would be one potential
goal of the delegation.
“This conflict is also af-
fecting African countries
negatively, touching on
the livelihoods of 1.2 or

1.3 billion people on the
African continent,” Ra-
maphosa said in Kyiv.
Analysts told AFP the me-
diating effort could hope
to win some concessions
from the Kremlin ahead
of a Russia-Africa summit
next month.

Prisoner swaps and fer-
tiliser exports will also
likely be on the agenda in
Moscow, other analysts
have suggested.

Zelensky pressed the Af-
rican leaders on the issue,
asking them to “please, let
them release our political
prisoners. | think this will
be an important result of
your mission”.

African countries have
been divided over their
response to the fighting,
with some siding with
Ukraine, while others
have remained neutral
or gravitated towards
Moscow.

Over 40 dead
inUganda
attack

AP - Ugandan authorities
recovered the bodies of 41
people, including 38 stu-
dents, who were burned,
shot or hacked to death after
suspected rebels attacked a
secondary school near the
border with Congo, the local
mayor said Saturday. At least
six people were abducted by
the rebels, who fled across
the porous border into Con-
go after the raid on Friday
night.

Mpondwe-Lhubiriha Mayor
Selevest Mapoze said that
some of the students suf-
fered fatal burns when the
rebels set fire to a dormito-
ry and others were shot or
hacked with machetes.

Ukraine won't
have ‘easy’
pathtojoin
NATO: Biden

AFP - The United States
won’t make special ar-
rangements for Ukraine to
join the NATO military al-
liance, President Joe Biden
said Saturday.

“They’ve got to meet the
same standards. So, we're
not going to make it easy,”
the US president told re-
porters near Washington.

Mali calls for
end of UN
mission

AFP - Mali’s foreign minister
called Friday for the UN Se-
curity Council to withdraw
the peacekeeping mission
in his country “without de-
lay,” denouncing its “failure”
to respond to security chal-
lenges. The country’s mili-
tary rulers have increasingly
imposed operational restric-
tions on peacekeepers and
also broke Mali’s longstand-
ing alliance with former co-
lonial power France.

Khartoum air
strikes kills 17

. o =
REUTERS - Air strikes killed
civilians and pummeled
multiple parts of the Suda-
nese capital on Saturday,
residents said, as mediators
pushed the warring factions
towards a new ceasefire.
The Khartoum Health Minis-
try confirmed a report by local
volunteers on Saturday that
17 people including five chil-
dren were killed in the Mayo
area of southern Khartoum
and 25 homes destroyed.
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Yazd's magnilicent monuments are
unique in the world

< Iranica Desk >

The city of Yazd, in the
central province of Yazd,
is known as the first adobe
and the second historical
city of the world.

The old houses built in Yazd,
located in a desert region
with hot and dry climate,
have a special architectural
style. So far, 323 historical
houses of Yazd have been
inscribed on Iran’s National
Heritage List.

Khane-ye Taq
Bolandha

Dr. Kazem Mandegari, a
member of the faculty
board of Yazd University’s
School of Arts and Archi-
tecture, said one of the
oldest mansions of the city,
which is locally known as
Khane-ye Bozorg (the Great
House), Khane-ye Taq Bo-
landha (the House of High
Vaults), and Khan-ye Hos-
seinian (Hosseinian House)
is situated in Fahhadan
neighborhood of the city.
He added that its high
porch, as a unique and
special feature, has distin-
guished this house from
other old structures of Yazd.
He noted that various
theories have been pro-
posed about the history of
the monument; however,
regarding the similarity
between the main porch
of the building and that
of the Seyyed Shamsud-
din Tomb, it can be traced
back to 14th century BCE.
The Seyyed Shamsuddin
Tomb, located in Char-
Menar neighborhood, is
the remains of a building

G Khane-ye Taq Bolandha
archome.ir

Lariha House
karnaval.ir

complex belonging to 14th
century BCE.

Mandegari said, “The
house has several names,
reviewing each of which
can increase our knowl-
edge about the building.”
According to Karim Pir-
nia, a prominent Iranian
architect, author and the-
oretician (1920-1977),

the house belonged to a
person named Sharafud-
din Hossein, who also es-
tablished the Hosseinieh
School in the same alley.

Moreover, the name Hos-
seinian alley is mentioned
in a book entitled, “The
History of Yazd,” which
dates back to the 15th cen-
tury BCE. Thus, most prob-

Lariha House
karnaval.ir

ably the ancient house
and school were parts of
a complex established by
Sharafuddin Hossein.

The name Taq Bolandha,
mentioned by Iraj Afshar
(1925-2011), a bibliog-
rapher, historian, scholar,
and an iconic figure in the
field of Persian studies, is
related to the distinctive

° Khane-ye Taq Bolandha
balad.ir

feature of the monument,
i.e, its high vaults.

The house’s proximity to
Hosseinieh School and an
old mosque show its archi-
tectural combination with
urban elements.

Due to its great signifi-
cance, the mansion was
purchased by the Ancient
Monuments Preservation

Organization from its
owners many years ago.
With regard to several
renovation projects im-
plemented in the house, its
original architectural style
was not identified until
1995, when the ceiling of
its main porch, which was
destroyed several decades
ago, was restored.

Lariha House

Lariha House is among the
other popular ancient mon-
uments of Yazd which dates
back to the Qajar era. Estab-
lished in 1869, the house
was registered on Iran’s
National Heritage List. The
owner of the house, which
extends in an area of 1,700
meters, was a famed Iranian
merchant named Moham-
mad Ebrahim Lari.

The monument, with
three courtyards and six
residential sections, has
several porches, halls and
rooms, a sardar (doorway)
and a hashti (entrance
gate). The howz (a central-
ly positioned symmetrical
pool) and high porch of
the courtyard catch the
eye of every viewer.
There is a wooden plat-
form, with lattice deco-
rations above the pool,
which can be reached with
three steps. The owners of
the house once sat on this
platform in the afternoons,
enjoyed dinner and spent
time with the family.

The mansion has 22
rooms, all of which are
decorated with mirror
works and paintings. Sev-
eral baadgirs (wind catch-
ers) were built in various
parts of the building to
keep the heat away from
its interior parts, especial-
ly in the summer.

With the help of wind
catchers above these hous-
es, the basement areas had
natural air conditioning
and remained cool during
the warmer months of the
year, when they were used
as sitting rooms.

Tamisheh Wall in Golestan Province dates back to Sassanid era

< Iranica Desk >

Tamisheh Wall, 12 kilometers
long, dating back to the Sas-
sanid era, starts in the north-
ern slopes of the Alborz Moun-
tains.

The remains of Tamisheh, an
ancient city in Tabarestan,
were discovered near Sar Ka-
lateh-ye Kharab Shahr village
in Kordkuy, Golestan Province,
chtn.ir reported.

Tamisheh, which was a pros-
perous city during the Sassan-
id era, was a place of residence
for Fereydoun, an ancient Per-
sia king.

According to some historical
documents, Tamisheh Wall
was built upon the order of the
Sassanid King, Khosrow I, who
spent some time in the city.
The move was undertaken to
prevent the Turks and eastern
tribesmen from invading the

city.

Tamisheh was the easternmost
city of Tabarestan, located on
the border with Gorgan.
However, some archeologists
believe that Tamisheh Wall, as
a continuation of the histori-
cal Wall of Gorgan, was built
during the Sassanid era to pre-
vent Hephthalites from attack-
ing the land.

Several brick kilns were built
along Tamisheh Wall to pro-

vide construction materials for
the project.

Two castles, which were built
in the east and west of the for-
est heights located in the south
of Tamisheh during the Sassan-
id era, were used until the ear-
ly Islamic era.

Researchers believe that the
city, damaged heavily during
the Mongol attacks, was ru-
ined completely by the inva-
sion of Timur, the founder of

the Timurid Empire.

The northernmost point of the
wall was flooded due to a rise
in the water table of the Caspi-
an Sea.

French archeologist Jacques
de Morgan, director of Dele-
gations Archeologiques Fran-
caises in Iran (1897-1912
CE), recorded parts of the
wall.

An extensive archeological sur-
vey of the wall in 2001, direct-

ed by Jebrael Nokandeh and
Hamid Omrani Rekavandi, led
to the discovery of the wall’s
continuation into the Caspian
Sea and its first exploration by
underwater archaeologists. A
joint expedition from the Ira-
nian Center for Archaeological
Research and the Universities
of Edinburgh and Durham car-
ried out geophysical surveys
and excavations, from 2005 to
2009.

dehgardiir
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Head coach Qalenoeilooking to change
Iran’s ‘decade-long approach’

( Sports Desk >

Iran head coach Amir Qa-
lenoei said he has been
seeking to change his
team’s 10-year approach
ever since he replaced Car-
los Queirozin March.
Qalenoei made the re-
marks after his team rout-
ed cohostKyrgyzstan 5-1in
in Bishkek to win Group B
in the CAFA Nations Cup on
Friday.

Porto talisman Mehdi Ta-
remi scored a hat-trick
before Leverkusen striker
Sardar Azmoun bagged a
brace in the space of three
minutesinthesecondhalf-
with Mirlan Murzayev net-
ting a consolation for the
home side - as Iran booked
a place in the final show-
down against Uzbekistan
at Tashkent’s Milliy Stadi-
umon Tuesday.

The victory was a second
one in the Central Asian
tournament for Qalenoei’s
men, who had thrashed
Afghanistan 6-1 in their
opener.

“Some may say that Kyr-
gyzstan is a weak team but
that’s not the case, as they
came close to a 1-1 draw
against Russia until the

CAFA

closing stages [ofafriendly] a
fewmonthsagobefore con-
cedingalategoal,” Qalenoei
said in a post-match press
conference, while he was
full of praise for his players
who played “with such a
high determination.”

“Iranusedto playwithadif-

ferentstylefor10yearsand  attack-minded

coach

tohelpusachieve ourgoal,”

Iranian after his team was
knocked out by South Ko-
rea in the shootout in the
2007 AFC Asian Cup quar-
terfinals.

The 59-year-old’s com-
ments was a veiled swipe
at his Portuguese prede-
cessor Queiroz, who, de-
spite Iran’s decent World
Cup performances against
football powerhouses Ar-
gentina, Spain, and Portu-
gal, was often criticized for
adoptingadefensive game-
planintheteam.

Queiroz’s tactics did little
to help Iran against En-
gland and USAinlastyear’s
World Cup in Qatar as two
defeats either side of a vic-
tory over Wales saw Iran
fail to progress beyond the
group stage - bringing an
end to the Portuguese’s
second stintin charge.
Qalenoei will be tasked
with steering his side in
next January’s Asian Cup
in Qatar, where Iran will be
looking for a first continen-

I've been trying to change
the team’s approach over
the past three months,
added the most decorated
manager in the history of
the Iranian top-flight with
fivetitles.

throughout my career and
a free-flowing football is
what I want to instill in the
national team. We'll be
looking to improve game
bygameandtherearesome
top-notch players in the

added the former Esteghlal
and Sepahan manager,who
left his role on Golgohar
bench midway through the
recently-finished Persian
Gulf Pro League season to
take the Iran job - a second

tal silverware since lifting
the trophy on home soil in
1976.

Iranis drawn alongside the
UAE, Hong Kong, and Pal-
estine in Group C of the 24-

“I've always been an

squad, who give their best

international spell for the

teamtournament.

NBA suspends Morant

L. a 7 A
JUSTIN FORD/GETTY IMAGES

BBC - Memphis Grizzlies
guardJaMoranthasbeen sus-
pended for 25 games without
pay for “conduct detrimental
tothe NBA”.

Morant, 23, was “suspended
from all team activities” in
May after appearing to hold
a gun in a social media video
for the second time in two
months.

His return is subject to com-
pleting an NBA programme
that “directly addresses the
circumstances that led him
to repeat this destructive be-
haviour”.

Morant was suspended for
eight games after the initial
incidentin March.

On that occasion, a video

showed the All-Star guard,
who was the second overall
draft pick in 2019, holding a
gun in a Colorado nightclub,
afterwhichheapologisedand
said hewould “gethelp”.

“I take full responsibility for
my actions last night,” he add-
edinastatement.

Morant said he is “committed
to continuing to work on my-
self” after the latest incident,
when during a live broadcast
on Instagram he posed with a
guninacarwithseveral other
individuals as they left a so-
cial gatheringin Memphis.

“I know I've disappointed a
lot of people who have sup-
ported me,” Morantsaid.
“This is a journey and I rec-

ognise there is more work to
do. My words may not mean
much right now, but I take
full accountability for my ac-
tions.”

The 2023-24 NBA season
begins in October, with each
team playing 82 regular-sea-
son games.

The National Basketball Play-
ers Association, the league’s
players union, criticised the
length oftheban.

“We believe it is excessive and
inappropriate for anumber of
reasons,” NBPA executive di-
rector Tamika Tremaglio said.
“It is not fair and consistent
with past discipline in our
league. We will explore with
Jaall optionsand nextsteps.”

Crisis deepens for Euro 2024 hosts Germany with Poland loss

REUTERS - Euro

pointing first round

second half perfor-

gen who gota hand to
the ball but could not

2024 hosts Germany
stumbled to a 1-0 loss
againstPolandintheir
international friendly
on Friday to continue
their disappointing
run less than a year
before they host the
continental tourna-
ment.

Jakub Kiwior’s bounc-
ing header snatched
only the second victo-
ry for the hosts over
the Germans in 90
years. Germany have
now won only three of
their last 10 interna-
tional matches.
Four-time world
champions Germany,
who play Colombia
next week in their last
international before
the summer break,
now have less than
a year to build a bat-
tle-worthy team for
theirhome Euros.
Following their disap-

World Cup exit in Qa-
tar lastyear, they have
so far failed to show
clear signs of recov-
ery even though their
second half perfor-
mance on Friday was
improved from their
opening 45 minutes.
They have managed
just one win - over
Peru - in their four
matches since the
World Cup.

“It is still a long way
and there is enough
time,” said Germany
coach Hansi Flick. “I
am very confident in
relation to the pathwe
have totake.”

“We will have a func-
tioning team by next
June.Itisaprocess we
will go together. The
teamisreadytodoit.
“We are in a phase
which is not that easy.
We will come out of it.
We can build on our

mance even though
theresultis, of course,
notenough forus.”
The Germans, who
needed two late goals
to rescue a 3-3 draw
against Ukraine on
Monday, were almost
caught out when
Jakub Blaszczykowski
chased down a deep
cross but Malick Thi-
aw’s well-timed tack-
le denied the 37-year-
old at the edge of the
box.

The hosts kept break-
ing through the shaky
German backline
with Jakub Kamins-
ki’s shot form a tight
angle saved by keeper
Marc-Andre ter Ste-
gen.

He was beaten in
the 31st when Ki-
wior’s glancing head-
er bounced off the
ground first and then
floated past Ter Ste-

pushitwide.

The Germans looked
sharper in the second
half and piled on the
pressure right after
the restart, threaten-
ing with Robin Gosens
before Joshua Kim-
mich saw his effort
bounce off the cross-
bar four minutes after
therestart.

Thiaw, making his
Germany debut, got
close to an equaliser
with a fine turn and
shot in the box but
keeper Wojciech Szc-
zesny produced his
best moment of the
nighttoblockit.
Germany had a string
of late chances but
could not find an
equaliser that would
alleviate some of the
pressure they and
Flick will now face on
theirreturn.

N

“I'had hoped we could
celebrate a success
in order to change
the mood and get the
country behind us,’
said Gosens, whose
paceonthewinginthe
second half did Ger-

many well.

“We all know that can
only happen with re-
sults and wins. We
played a good second
half but it is time we
start getting reward-
edforit”

Germany’s Kai Havertz (7) is seen
in action with Poland’s Jakub
Kiwior (14) in a friendly match

at Stadion Narodowy, Warsaw,
Poland, on June 16, 2023.
KACPER PEMPEL/REUTERS

AFCU17 Asian Cup:
Abdi hails

Iran’s patience in
Afghanistan rout

Iran head coach Hossein Abdi looks

on as his team plays Afghanistan in

Group B of the AFC U17 Asian Cup in

Bangkok, Thailand, on June 16, 2023.
the-afc.com

< Sports Desk >

Iran head coach Hossein
Abdi was delighted to see
hisyoungguns overcomea
nervy start to their opener
in the AFC U17 Asian Cup
and walk away with an
emphatic 6-1 victory over
Afghanistan.

Despite dominating pos-
session in the Group B
opener in Bangkok, Thai-
land, Abdi’s boys had to
wait 28 minutes to get off
the mark, when Hesam
Nafari headed home a first
goal at the event for the
country.

Esmaeil Qolizadeh dou-
bled Iran’s lead from the
spot four minutes later
but Hakim Khan Niazi’s
deflected free-kick pulled
onebackfor Afghanistan.
Kasra Taheri scored twice
either side of the interval
and Qolizadeh netted his
second in the 51st minute
with Reza Qandipour add-
ing the sixth with one min-
uteleftfrom normal time.
The victory saw Iran go
joint-top of the group ta-
ble alongside South Korea,
which also thrashed Qatar
6-1onFriday.

“The first game in every
tournament is always a
tough one and we were
lucky to score after miss-
ing so many chances ear-
ly on,” Abdi said after the
match.

“These playersareabunch
of 16-year-olds who often
perform with stress or
want to do more than they
are capable of.

“The big challenge for a
footballer at this age is to
remain confident and pa-
tient, while following the
team’s gameplan and phi-
losophy. We stayed patient
until we broke the dead-
lockand goalskeptcoming
forusafterthat,” added the
56-year-old manager.

“We took our foot off the
gasafterwe had acomfort-
ablelead in the second half
as the players’ fitness is
also of high priority for us.
That's why we made the
substitutions.

“It was important to win
the first game as the play-
ers will have a better re-
covery and concentration
for the future matches,”
Abdiadded.

Next for Iran is a game
against Qatar on Monday
before Abdi’s side squares
off against South Korea
three dayslater.

The top two of the four
groups will advance to the
quarterfinals of the tour-
nament, with the winners
ofthe fourlast-eightround
qualifying for the FIFA
U-17 World Cup later this
year.
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Two-month
aluminum
production
tops 112k tons

IRNA - Four Iranian com-

panies produced 112,767
tons of aluminum ingots
in the first two months of
the current Iranian year
(started on March 21, 2023).

The corresponding figure
for preceding year which
was 114,850 tons shows
a near two percent de-
crease, according to a Sat-
urday report by Iranian
Mine and Mining Indus-
tries Development and
Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO).

INSTC, safe
alternative to
Suez Canal

IRNA - Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Andrey
Belousov said that the In-
ternational North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC)
passing through Iran can
be a safe alternative to the
Suez Canal.

The current transporta-
tion infrastructure, which
was historically created
to move goods between
East and West, can no lon-
ger meet the needs of the
world, the Russian official
stated.

Tehran,
Moscow
to sign FTA

N
~ T
N HEN

IRNA - The free trade
agreement (FTA) between
Tehran and Moscow is in
the final stages and will
be signed soon, said Vlad-
imir Ilichev, the deputy
minister of economic de-
velopment of the Russian
Federation.

He said that Russia is cur-
rently negotiating similar
FTAs with the United Arab
Emirates, Egypt and Indo-
nesia, as it is expected that
these agreements will be
implemented in the next
two to three years.

After the imposition of US
sanctions, the dollar and
the euro have lost their
dominance in the settle-
ment of Russian accounts,
the official noted.

Iran-Uzbekistan annual trade

to hit S1b

Uzbek president to visit Tehran today

Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mine
and Trade Abbas Aliabadi (L)
speaks to media after holding
talks with his Uzbek counterpart
Laziz Kudratov (r) in Tehran on
June 17, 2023.

IRNA

( Economy Desk )

Iran and Uzbekistan are
planning to increase their
bilateral trade to $1 billion
per annum, according to a
report by IRNA.

Iran’s Minister of Industry,
Mine and Trade Abbas Alia-
badi discussed boosting eco-
nomic ties with his Uzbek
counterpart Laziz Kudratov
on Saturday ahead of the
visit of the president of Uz-
bekistan to Tehran.
Heading a high-ranking po-
litico-economic delegation,
President Shavkat Mirziyo-
yev of Uzbekistan will visit
Iran today.

Mirziyoyev is to hold talks
with his Iranian counterpart
Ebrahim Raeisi, and co-chair
a high-ranking delegations
meeting.

The two sides are also to
sign cooperation documents

ference.

Speaking at the meeting of
the Iran-Uzbekistan Joint
Economic Cooperation Com-
mission on Saturday, Aliaba-
di announced that talks are
underway between Iran and
Uzbekistan on a preferential
trade agreement (PTA), de-
tails of which will be final-
ized in the coming weeks.
He said a list of items has
been provided within the
framework of the PTA, and
officials of the two countries
are going to agree on the
provision of the agreement.
The industry minister also
said documents on the de-
velopment of bilateral trade
ties will be signed in the
presence of the presidents
of the two countries.

In the field of customs co-
operation, infrastructural
rules should be provided, so
that the two countries would

tivities, Aliabadi emphasized.
Accelerating the provision
of these infrastructures can
help promote bilateral trade
between Iran and Uzbeki-
stan, he concluded.

In the 15th Iran-Uzbekistan

Commission, which was
held recently in Uzbekistan,
Kudratov said very good
agreements were reached
between the two countries,
as one of the most im-
portant agreements is the

to reach a trade of $1 billion.
A mechanism is being de-
signed so that we can sig-
nificantly increase the vol-
ume of trade between the
two countries in the next
one or two years, the Uzbek

and attend a joint press con-  establish more joint tradeac-  Joint Economic Cooperation =~ preparation of aroad map  minister noted.
Foreign investmentin Fist Announcement " s
et

Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) in Iran has
grown by 83%, to reach
$6.51 billion, since
President Ebrahim Rai-
si took office in August
2021 until late April
this year, compared to
the same period the
previous year.

According to figures
published on Saturday
by the Organization for
Investment and Eco-
nomic and Technical
Assistance of Iran, a
total of 401 foreign in-
vestment projects, with
avalue of $10.76 billion
had been approved by
the organization since
August 2021, IRNA re-

ported.

However, it said some
45 projects had been
dismissed due to the
failure of foreign inves-
tors to make an initial
investment required by
Iranian law.

The figures indicate
that some 356 foreign
investment projects,
with a total value of
$6.05 billion, have been
approved under the
Raeisi administration.
Investors from Russia,
the UAE, Afghanistan,
Turkey, Iraq and China
have accounted for the
bulk of FDI recorded in
Iran, over the period Au-
gust 2021 to April 2023.

AUCTION SJ5CO0.140206

Hereby Sirjan Jahan Steel
Complex announces selling
and export 30,000 STEEL

BILLET (Size 150 x 150 mm ) on basis

of FOB, Interested bidders are invited

to get documents with send an email to

sjsco.sales.info@gmail.com

All the documents will be sent VIA email.
All bids on conformity to tender
instruction should be submitted no later
than Tuesday, June 27", 2023{2023-06-27)

For more information, please contact us at:

Tel: +2186084642
SIRJAN JAHAN STEEL COMPLEX

National Iranian Copper Industries Company

Commuodity: Copper cathodes LME grade "A” produced in Sarcheshmeh and Khatoon Abad, Kerman Province, 1. R, IRAN.
Quality: Copper cathodes LME grade "&" as per following typical analysis;

Cu 99,994 % Min As <1 PPM Sb <1 PPM
Fe <2 PPM Pb <5 " Zn <3 "
Mn < 0.5 i Co <2 » Ni 1 s
S <15 " Ccd =0.2 " Te <12 "

< 50 n Se < 0.4 I Sn <1 i
Bi <1 N 5l <1 . P <1 b
Cr <1 " Ag <10 »

Standard: ASTM-B115
Packing: In bundies.
Quantity: 5000 MT (Five Thousand) +/- 2% (seller’s option). The less quantity is also negotiable.
Shipment: Partial shipment during year 2023, The exact shipment schedule shall be mutually agreed between buyer & seller at
the time of contract settlement.
Delivery: FOB Bandar Abbas, Iran or FCA Sarcheshmeh, Kerman, Iran based on Incoterms 2020,
Price: The price per metric ton of the material shall be the official LME cash settlement price for copper grade 'A’ in USD as
published in the London Metal Bulletin, during the quotational period plus premium.
The premium could be either flat or plus per ton for delivery term FCA Sarcheshmeh, Kerman, Tran and for FOB term, please
advise your premium offér to be able to check and discuss accordingly.
alﬁaﬁnna't‘ pﬁo&?@.ﬂatiﬂml perigdﬁfﬂr any unknown pnc?fé_n%nﬁable.
Payment Procedure;
« Buyer shall pay 100% (one hundred percent) of proforma/provisional invoice value amount in Eura (other currencies of
payment are also negaotiable), prompt net cash payable by telegraphic transfer to a bank which is nominated by sefler, Seller will
introduce its non-Tranian trustee company and all documents will be issued in the name of that company and the money will be
deposited into the its account.
* ProformafProvisional invoice amount shall be calculated based on provisional price which is average of five consecutive working
days prior date of Provisional/ Proforma invoice,
All calculation of Provisional/Proformay/Final invoices is based on USD, then converted to Euro for payment.
* The exact payment procedure shall be mutually agreed between buyer & seller at the time of contract settiement.,
* The final balance, if amy, between the provisicnal payment made by buyer and the final value of the material shall be paid by
the owing party by telegraphic transfer against seller's presentation of final invoice within five working days from the date of the
final invoice.
Important Notes:
» Offers must be presented to NICICo Sales Dept. only through email sent to sales-tender@nicico.com till end of Tuesday
27 June 2023 |ocal time. It is very important that offers shall be definitely sent to the sales-tender@nicico.com and the
ones sent to any other email addresses won't be acceptable.
» [n case your offer is accepted by NICICO, it will be advised to you via Email.
P.5. Offers must be include per following items, otherwise won't be acceptable:
o Quantity
0 Price; price offer shall include premium according to our stated condition,
o Quotational Period
o Payment Procedure
o Delivery Terms
MNational Iranian Copper Industries Co.
Sales & Marketing department
Tel: +98 21 82138099
+98 21 82138060
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Unregulated weight loss drugs
are a growing threat (o public health

Social Desk
EXCLUSIVE

In an era marked by rapid
technological advance-
ment and lifestyle shifts,
the Director General of
the Food and Drug Or-
ganization’s reference
laboratories, Mehdi An-
sari Dogahe, has issued a
stern warning about the
dangers of unregulated
weight loss drugs flooding
the market.

Ansari underscored
that the procurement of
all medicinal products
should be strictly through
approved pharmacies.
He noted the burgeoning
diversity of weight loss
drugs available, and the
concomitant rise in fraud-
ulent practices associated
with them, according to
IRNA.

“Human life has evolved
significantly over the
years,” Ansari stated.
“Technological progress,
lifestyle changes, and
sedentary habits have
contributed to an increase
in weight gain among the
populace. This, in turn,
has led to a surge in
non-communicable dis-
eases, placing a substan-
tial burden on our health
system.”

Weight loss has become
a pressing concern for
many, and the high de-
mand has led to a prolifer-
ation of weight loss drugs
and methodologies. An-
sari explained that these
drugs vary widely in their
mechanisms of action.
Some induce weight loss
by suppressing appetite,
others by accelerating
metabolic processes, and
yet others by inhibiting
the absorption of sugars
and fats.

“Each of these drugs
should be prescribed and
consumed based on the
patient’s specific needs
and under the guidance
of a medical professional,”
he emphasized.

The official further clari-
fied that many weight loss
drugs are sold with the

approval of the Food and
Drug Organization and
are available exclusively
in pharmacies. Howev-
er, he cautioned against
the sale of unauthorized
weight loss drugs, which
are often marketed ag-
gressively on satellite
networks and online plat-
forms.

“Unscrupulous indi-
viduals are capitalizing
on this demand, selling
counterfeit weight loss
drugs, primarily amphet-
amines, which are used
to boost metabolism and
directly impact the cen-
tral nervous system,” An-
sari warned. “These sub-
stances are often found
in free-market products,
primarily in perfumeries
and online spaces, posing
significant health risks to
consumers.”

Ansari urged the public
to disregard sensational
advertisements promis-
ing rapid weight loss and
to be wary of drugs mar-
keted on social networks
and online platforms.
He stressed that the
only reliable source for
health-oriented products
is a licensed pharmacy.
He also recommended the
use of TiTEK application
and system for verifying
the authenticity of various
products.

In light of the official’s
warning, it’s better to
know that in the digital
age, where information
is as accessible as it is
abundant, discerning fact
from fiction has become
an increasingly complex
task. This is particularly
true in the realm of health
and wellness, where so-
cial media platforms are
awash with advertise-
ments for unlicensed me-
dicinal products. These
products, often presented
as miracle cures or rev-
olutionary treatments,
pose significant risks to
public health.

The allure of these prod-
ucts is understandable.
They promise quick fixes
to complex health issues,
often at a fraction of the

cost of conventional treat-
ments. However, the dan-
gers they pose are mani-
fold and severe.

First, unlicensed me-
dicinal products are not
subject to the rigorous
testing and regulatory
oversight that licensed
medicines are. The Food
and Drug Administration
in the U.S and similar
bodies worldwide en-
force strict standards to
ensure the safety and ef-
ficacy of medicinal prod-
ucts. Unlicensed prod-
ucts, however, operate
outside this regulatory
framework. As a result,
they may contain harmful
ingredients, or at best, in-
effective ones.
Secondly, these prod-
ucts often lack accurate
labeling and dosage in-
structions. This can lead

to misuse, overdosing, or
underdosing, all of which
can have serious health
consequences.

Thirdly, the use of un-
licensed medicinal
products can delay the
seeking of appropriate
medical advice and treat-
ment. This is particularly
dangerous for serious or
chronic conditions, where
early intervention is cru-
cial.

The role of social me-
dia in propagating these
products cannot be un-
derstated. Platforms like
Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter have become
fertile ground for unscru-
pulous vendors to peddle
their wares. The use of
sophisticated algorithms
allows these vendors to
target vulnerable individ-
uals, often those desper-

ate for a cure.

Moreover, the rise of in-
fluencer culture has add-
ed another layer of com-
plexity. Influencers, often
with large followings,
can lend an air of legiti-
macy to these products.
However, it's important
to remember that these
endorsements are often
paid for, and the influenc-
er may have no medical
expertise or understand-
ing of the product they’re
promoting.

So, how can consumers
protect themselves?
Education is key. Under-
standing the importance
of licensed medicinal
products and the dangers
of their unlicensed coun-
terparts is the first step.
Consumers should also
be wary of products that
promise quick fixes or

use language like ‘mira-
cle cure’ or ‘revolutionary

treatment’.

Second, always consult
with a healthcare profes-
sional before starting any
new treatment. They can
provide accurate infor-
mation and guide you to-
wards safe and effective

treatments.

And last, report any sus-
picious products to the

relevant authorities.

While the digital age has
brought many benefits,
it has also brought new
challenges. The prolifera-
tion of unlicensed medici-
nal products on social me-
dia is one such challenge.
However, with education,
vigilance, and the contin-
ued efforts of regulatory
bodies, we can navigate
this digital landscape

safely and healthily.

Unlicensed products operate outside
the regulatory framework.

IRNA
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Iran ranks among the world’s top
10 pharmaceutical producers

C Social Desk

D

Amin-Reza Khaleghian,
the Director General of
Communications and
International Affairs at
Pardis Technology Park
(PTP), announced that
Iran has joined the top
ten global pharmaceutical
producers, distinguished
by its diverse portfolio of
drugs.

Khaleghian highlighted
Iran’s position as the sixth
leading producer of mul-
tiple sclerosis (Ms) medi-
cations worldwide and its
breakthrough in treating

cutaneous leishmaniasis.
He emphasized that Iran
has pioneered a novel
treatment for migraines,
thanks to the collaborative
efforts of both public and
private sectors that led to
the establishment of PTP.
PTP, a hub for innovation,
hosts 400 technology and
knowledge-based compa-
nies that have engaged in
product and technology ex-
changes with 40 countries.
PTP’s primary roles in-
clude assisting companies
in sourcing raw materials
and marketing their prod-
ucts internationally.

The Vice Presidency of
Science and Technology
Affairs has established
technology offices in sev-
eral countries, including
Kenya, Venezuela, Tur-
key, and Georgia, further
expanding PTP’s global
footprint. Khaleghian also
mentioned PTP’s member-
ship in the International
Association of Science
Parks and Areas of Inno-
vation (1AsSP), where he
serves as the chairman of
the West Asia and North
Africa (wANA) division.

Despite sanctions, PTP has
made significant strides,

including the domestic
production and export of
broadcast transmitters
and the successful use of
Iranian-made ventilators
for four years without any
issues.

Khaleghian expressed op-
timism for increased coop-
eration with Saudi Arabia,
Iraqg, and Indonesia in the
near future and affirmed
Iran’s commitment to
developing cooperation
with Russia in the health,
pharmaceutical, and Fin-
tech sectors, despite the
sanctions imposed on both
countries.

Despite sanctions,
PIP has made
significant

strides, including
(he domeslic
production and
exportofbroadcast

transmitters and
the successfuluse
ofIranian-made
ventilators for four
years without

any issues.



Ayatollah
Khamenei’s
books
showcased
at Doha Int’l
Book Fair

( Arts & Culture Desk )

During the Doha Interna-
tional Book Fair, approxi-
mately 30 books authored
by Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, or related to
him, were translated into
Arabic and made available
to attendees. The Leader’s
literary works received a
warm reception from Shia
communities in Qatar, Ye-
men, Lebanon, and Irani-
ans residing in Qatar.

The Doha International
Book Fair, which holds a
distinguished reputation
in the region, is one of
the oldest and largest in-
ternational book fairs. It
has garnered significant
interest from Arab and
foreign countries since its
inception in 1972 under
the supervision of Dar Al
Kutub Al Qatariya. Orig-
inally scheduled every
two years, the fair transi-
tioned to an annual event
in 2002.

Alongside the book fair,
numerous cultural events
such as seminars, lec-
tures, and workshops
take place, adding further
enrichment to the overall
experience. The Shia com-
munities in Qatar, Yemen,
Lebanon, and Iranian Ar-
abic speakers residing in
Qatar expressed great en-
thusiasm for the present-
ed books.

Iran’s House of Books
and Literature, making
its seventh appearance
at the exhibition, show-
cased the country’s pub-
lishing industry through
a 36-square-meter booth.
The booth featured an ex-
tensive collection of 800
titles from 60 publishers,
covering diverse subjects
including children and
young adult literature,
rare books, Persian lan-
guage instruction, Qur'an-
ic themes, interfaith dia-
logue, and more.

The 32nd edition of the
book fair commenced on
June 12 and welcomed
the participation of Iran,
extending a warm invita-
tion to book enthusiasts
until June 21.
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Iranians awarded

in Shanghai Intl Film Festival

° INSTAGRAM

C Arts & Culture Desk )

Two Iranian films gar-
nered recognition at the
25th Shanghai Interna-
tional Film Festival (SIFF),
which took place from
June 9 to 18.

Iranian actress Sorour Pey-
rovani was honored with
the Best Actress Award in
the Asian New Talent sec-
tion of the Golden Goblet
Awards for her exceptional
performance in ‘1.5 Horse-
power’”. Directed by Rasoul
Kahani, ‘1.5 Horsepower’
also received nominations
for Best Director and Best
Screenplay at the 25th SIFE.
Davood Malek-Hosseini
secured the Best Cin-
ematographer Award
for ‘Cause of Death: Un-
known’, directed by Ali
Zarnegar. The film awards
were part of the esteemed
Golden Goblet Awards,
comprising five catego-

ries: the main competi-
tion for feature-length
films, as well as competi-
tions for Asian new talent,
documentaries, anima-
tions, and short films, as
detailed on the festival’s
official website.

Among the Iranian films
showcased in various
categories at the festival
were ‘The Annoyed’, ‘1.5
Horsepower’, ‘Cause of
Death: Unknown’, ‘Dolphin
Boy’, and ‘The Passion of
Mahmoud’.

Additionally, ‘Sunday’, di-
rected by Shokir Kholikov
from Uzbekistan, was rec-
ognized as the best film
in the Asian New Talent
section.

It is worth noting that the
Asian New Talent Awards,
known as the Golden
Goblet Awards, exist in-
dependently from the
festival’s official compe-
tition section, emphasiz-

ing the promotion of new
and emerging talents. The
winners of the festival’s
main competition, which
includes the Golden Gob-
let Awards, will be an-
nounced on Sunday.

In the Asian New Talent
section, the Best Director
Award was jointly be-
stowed upon Luo Dong
from China for his film
‘May’ and Aisultan Seit
from Kazakhstan for

Wiriter & Director: All Zomegar
Prijdusan Bariugar

‘Qash’. Notably, Luo had
previously participated
in the Shanghai festival’s
project market a decade
ago and has since success-
fully completed another
film.

Five Chinese symphonic orchestras
invite Iran’s musician Rahbari

C Arts & Culture Desk )

Five orchestras from dif-
ferent Chinese cities have
extended invitations to
composer and orchestra
conductor Ali Rahbari to
serve as a guest conductor
in their ensembles.

The Nanchang Sympho-
ny Orchestra, Hangzhou
Philharmonic Orchestra,
Shenzhen Symphony Or-
chestra, Kunming Sympho-
ny Orchestra, and Wuhan
Philharmonic Orchestra
are among the orchestras
that have sought Rahbari’s
leadership, as reported by
Mehr.

Currently, Rahbari is fulfill-
ing the role of a guest con-
ductor at the Mariinsky
Theatre in St. Petersburg,
alongside the renowned
Valery Gergiev. Alongside
several international so-
loists, Rahbari has been
invited to conduct these
orchestras, with their con-

certs set to commence in

late September.

In 2015, this internation-
ally acclaimed Iranian
composer and conductor
received an invitation to
conduct the China Philhar-
monic Orchestra in Bei-

jing. Following the success

of that concert, Rahbari
extended an invitation to
the orchestra to perform
in Tehran. Collaborating
with the Tehran Sym-
phony Orchestra under
his guidance, they held a
concert at the prestigious
Vahdat Hall.

Iran’s musical ‘War and Peace’

on stage

C Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran’s musical ‘War and
Peace, directed by Mey-
sam Yousefi, offers a
unique adaptation of
William Shakespeare’s
‘Romeo and Juliet’ with
no dialogue.

Yousefi believes that this
performance has the po-
tential to be a powerful
representative of Iran on
the international stage.
Yousefi shared the back-
ground of the produc-
tion, stating, “Around
two years ago, we col-
laborated with Marzieh
Boroumand and Banaf-
sheh Badeei to produce
the musical ‘War and
Peace’ with the partici-
pation of children from
Yazd for the Tehran Pup-
pet Theater Festival. In
the spring of 2021, we
staged the public perfor-
mance at the City The-
ater, but due to the surg-

ing COVID-19 pandemic,
it was forced to halt on
multiple occasions”.
Highlighting the unique-
ness of the musical show,
Yousefi explained, “This
performance breaks
away from traditional
norms as it solely relies
on the language of mu-
sic, presenting a dialogue
that transcends cultural
boundaries.”

Describing the essence
of the play, Yousefi ex-
pressed, “The essence of
‘War and Peace’ lies in its
interpretation of William
Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo
and Juliet,” employing
classical and traditional
instruments to portray
the fictional characters.
The romantic tale of Ro-
meo and Juliet unfolds
through a symphony of
classical and traditional
sounds”.

Emphasizing the signifi-
cance of the production,

Yousefi stated, “War and
Peace’ is a 40-minute me-
lodic drama that stands
in stark contrast to Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s tragic
masterpiece. It conveys a
profound musical mes-
sage and has the poten-
tial to effectively repre-
sent Iran on the global
stage.

The performance com-
menced on June 11 and
will captivate audiences
until July 7.

Archaeologists discover 3,000-year-old mummy
under 15,000 pounds of garbage

Archaeologists in Lima,
Peru, made an astonish-
ing discovery under thou-
sands of pounds of trash -
a 3,000-year-old mummy
that was likely a sacrifice.

The specimen was uncov-
ered this week by archae-
ologists and San Marcos
University students, ac-
cording to Reuters. They

first spotted it thanks to
its exposed hair and skull.
But before examining the
ancient mummy, over
15,000 pounds of trash had
to be removed from the
site, BBC News reported.

From there, other items
buried at the site - such
as corn, coca leaves, and
seeds - were also recov-

ered, Reuters reported.
Archaeologist Miguel Agu-
ilar told BBC News the
mummy was likely from
the Manchay culture, a
group of people who lived
around modern-day Lima
from 1,500 BCE to 1,000
BCE.

The Manchay people typ-
ically built U-shaped tem-

ples pointed towards the
rising sun, BBC reported.
Other characteristics, such
as the mummy’s position-
ing and where it was locat-
ed in the U-shaped temple,
suggested it was from the
Manchay culture, BBC re-
ported.

Aguilar said that the
person “had been left or

offered [as a sacrifice]
during the last phase of

construction of this tem-
ple,” BBC said.




