Russia says regional
free trade pactwith Iran
possiblebyyearend ©O°

East Azarbaijan Province
to tap into permanent
handicrafts markets ©>

Daily

I 5 irandaity.ir

newspaper.irandaily.ir

‘ Vol. 7319 = Tuesday, June 20, 2023 = Khordad 30, 1402 = Dhu al-Hajjah 1, 1444 = Price 40,000 Rials

8 Pages

(BI: Iran’'s annual economic

growth at 4%

g T L

b1

° An explosive charge left by Palestinians detonates before an Israeli armored vehicle during an Israeli army raid in Jenin in the occupied West Bank on June 19, 2023.

JAAFAR ASHTIYEH/AFP

Raeisi: Palestinians’ resistance brings them closer
tovictory‘daybyday’

( International Desk )

The leaders of Palestinian
resistance groups held
talks on Monday with top
Iranian officials in Teh-
ran as new Israeli vio-
lence against Palestinians
claimed the lives of five
Palestinians.

Iranian President Ebrahim
Raeisi met with Islamic Ji-
had chief Ziyad al-Nakha-
lah while Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh held talks
with Ali Akbar Ahmadi-

an, the newly-appointed
secretary of the Supreme
National Security Council
(SNSC).

“The most effective way to
end the more than 75 years
of occupation of Palestine
is resistance,” Ahmadian
told Haniyeh, who arrived
in Iran on Monday at the
head of a large delegation.
Nakhalah has been in Iran
since last week and has
met top Iranian officials,
including the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatol-

lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
and President Raeisi.

On Monday, Raeisi told
Nakhalah that Israel was
seeking to normalize ties
with more Arab and Mus-
lim countries “to discour-
age young Palestinians
from [seeking to] liberate the
occupied territories,” the
president’s office said in
a statement, as he hailed
Palestinian “resistance”
against Israel.

In 2020, Israel established
diplomatic ties with the

United Arab Emirates, Mo-
rocco and Bahrain under
the Abraham Accords, bro-
kered by the United States.
Saudi Arabia has declined
to recognize Israel.

Raeisi insists that acts of
resistance by brave Pales-
tinians have brought them
ever closer to triumph over
the occupying Israeli regime.
“With Jihad and resistance,
we will approach victory
day by day,” Raeisi said.
The president reiterated
the Islamic Republic’s sup-

port for the oppressed Pal-
estinian nation and their
“just cause,” which he said
“remains the cause of all
Muslims.”

The Iran-Palestinian talks
coincided with Israeli
forces launching a raid on
Jenin in the West Bank on
Monday. The raid left five
Palestinians dead and saw
five Israeli border police
and two soldiers injured.
Iran is a staunch support-
er of the Palestinians and
does not recognize Israel.

Raeisi’s possible visit to
Saudi Arabia a game changer

Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minis-
ter Faisal bin Farhan became
the first high-ranking official
from his country to travel
to Iran in seven years. The
visit garnered attention not
only from the regional media

but also from international °

analysts and governments
at regional and global lev-
els. In order to gain deeper
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insights into the various di-
mensions of the landmark visit, [ran Daily spoke with Reza
Sadrolhosseini, an expert in regional affairs.

IRAN DAILY: Farhan'’s visit to [ran has received diverse and ex-
tensive coverage in both the regional and international media.
How do you interpret such media reporting?
SADROLHOSSEINI: Considering the significant power and
influence held by Iran and Saudi Arabia, two prominent
countries on either side of the Persian Gulf, the renewal of
diplomatic relations and the Saudi foreign minister’s visit
to Iran were bound to attract massive coverage. However,
the media attention to this news has varied between region-
al and international outlets. Israeli and Western outlets,
known for their opposition toward Iran, openly expressed
their concerns regarding this visit. These P
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concerns stem from several factors includ-
ing a potential reduction in arms sales to Middle Eastern
countries as Tehran and Riyadh further develop ties.

Iran’s economic diplomacy
in full force

Iran’s current government
has prioritized internation-
al negotiations to drive economic development and im-
prove conditions. In the past two years, they have signed
over 370 agreements, particularly in the economic sector,
with nations worldwide. Upon assuming power in 2021,
the government focused on invigorating the country’s
economic diplomacy, with a crucial strategy being the ex-
pansion of commercial and economic relations. Previous
shortcomings, such as neglecting neighboring and allied
nations’ export potential and failing to explore market
growth, were acknowledged as hindrances to progress in
export development.
To address these issues, the Iranian government has for-
mulated a comprehensive roadmap, aligning with the
president’s electoral promises, aiming to double non-oil
exports by 2025, targeting $75 billion in exports. The
Ministry of Industry, Mines, and Trade attached great
importance to signing the Free Trade Agreement with
Eurasia and gaining official membership in the Shang-
hai Cooperation Agreement as measures to enhance the
nation’s economy. The government delegation has taken
multiple steps to achieve these objectives. They convened
23 joint economic commissions, both in P
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Tehran and the target countries’ capitals,
and dispatched 149 economic delegations abroad, while
hosting 41 foreign economic delegations.

( Economy Desk )
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Australia launches constitutional referendum on indigenous recognition

Australia’s Senate voted
Monday to hold a referen-
dum this year on creating
an Indigenous Voice to
Parliament, an advocate
aiming to give the nation’s
most disadvantaged ethnic
minority more say on gov-
ernment policy.

Dozens of mainly Indige-
nous people stood up the
public galleries and ap-
plauded when senators
passed the referendum bill
52 votes to 19, according
to AP.

The Senate vote means the
referendum must be held
on a Saturday in a two-to-

six-month window.
Minister for Indigenous
Australians Linda Burney,
the first Indigenous woman
to hold the job, described
the Senate vote as the “final
hurdle” toward the referen-
dum.

“Today the political debate
ends. Today we can start
a national conversation
at the community level
about what a Voice is, why
it's needed and how it will
make a practical differ-
ence,” Burney told report-
ers.

While the Voice would ad-
vocate for Indigenous in-

terests, it would not have
a vote on laws, and debate
for and against the elected
body has become increas-
ingly heated and divisive.
Proponents hope the Voice
will improve living stan-
dards for Indigenous Aus-
tralians, who account for
3.2% of Australia’s popu-
lation and are the most na-
tion’s most disadvantaged
ethnic group.

If the referendum is passed,
it would be Australia’s first
successful referendum
since 1977 and the first
ever to pass without bipar-
tisan support.

Australian Senator Dorinda Cox and Indigenous Australians Minister Linda
Burney rejoice after a legislation enabling a Voice referendum passed the
Senate.
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