
A pilgrimage begins 

Leader:
Hajj can 
foil plots of 
arrogant 
powers against 
humanity
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Hajj can annul and render 
ineffectual all the plans 

of the ar-
r o g a n t 

powers and Zionism for 
the moral downfall of hu-
manity – today and in the 
future.
That which is a neces-
sary condition for the 
occurrence of this uni-
versal impact is that as 
a first measure Muslims 
themselves should prop-
erly hear the life-giving 
message of Hajj and do 
their utmost to imple-
ment it.
The two main founda-
tions of this message are 
“unity” and “spirituality.” 
Unity and spirituality are 
what guarantee the ma-
terial and spiritual ad-
vancement of the Islamic 
world and its enlighten-
ing the entire world. 
The US and other cen-
ters of arrogance are 
strongly opposed to the 
unity of Muslims, to the 
understanding between 
nations, countries, and 
Islamic governments, 
and to the religiosity 
and commitment to reli-
gion of the younger gen-
eration in these nations. 
They are intensely op-
posed to these and they 
will fight these with any 
means they can. It is the 
duty of all of us, the duty 
of all nations, and the 
duty of our governments 
to stand against this evil 
scheme of the US and Zi-
onist regime.
Millions of Muslim wor-
shipers from across the 
world have started the 
annual Hajj pilgrimage 
in the holy city of Mecca 
in Saudi Arabia, with the 
rituals taking place over 
a period of several days 
and culminating in Eid 
al-Adha (Feast of Sacri-
fice).
Saudi authorities have 
described this year’s 
event as the “biggest” 
Hajj pilgrimage in years, 
as more than two mil-
lion people from over 
160 countries are said to 
have attended the annual 
religious gathering.
This year,  the maxi-
mum age limit has been 
scrapped, meaning thou-
sands of elderly people 
will  be among those 
braving Saudi Arabia’s 
scorching heat that is 
projected to reach 44° 
Celsius.
The Hajj pilgrimage is 
one of the pillars of Is-
lam; Muslims who enjoy 
financial self-sufficiency 
are religiously obliged to 
perform the Hajj at least 
once in their lifetime.
T h i s  ye a r,  t h e  f i r s t 
groups of Hajj pilgrims 
left Iran for Saudi Arabia 
on May 24.
A total of 87,550 Irani-
an pilgrims from 21 air-
ports across the country 
have reportedly taken 
part in this year’s Hajj.
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Millions of Muslims flock to Saudi Arabia to take part in annual Hajj rituals.
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