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Iranian MMA fighter Aliakbari eyein
a shot at ONE heavyweight title

onefc.com

( Sports Desk )

Iranian mixed martial arts
fighter Amir Aliakbari will
be chasing a third succes-
sive victory in ONE Cham-
pionship when he takes on
Canadian Dustin Joynson
at Fight Night 12 event in
Bangkokon Friday.

After going undefeated in
2022,the 35-year-old Irani-
an hopes a win will put him
in pole position for a shot
at the ONE heavyweight ti-
tle against reigning world

champion Anatoly Malykh-
in.

Malykhin took out Arjan
Bhullarinaunification bout
atONE Friday Fights 22 this
past June and now is look-
ing for a challenger for his
heavyweightcrown.
Having joined ONE Cham-
pionship in 2020, Aliakbari
gotoffto ashaky startto life
in the organization, suffer-
ing back-to-back defeats
against South Korean Kang
JiWon and Russian Malykh-
in.

The Iranian, who is on a
12-3record-includingnine
knockouts - bounced back
lastyear to come out on top
against Italy’s Mauro Cerilli
before outmuscling former
ONE heavyweight world
champion Brandon Vera in
December.

In an article on the ONE
Championships  website,
combat sports writer Ben
Coate recently described
Aliakbarias “one of the divi-
sion’s mostintriguing — and
dangerous-contenders.”

“The former Greco-Roman
wrestling world champion
isasuffocatingand powerful
grappler of the highest de-
gree,capableofputtingprac-
tically any opponent on the
canvaswheneverhewants.
“The Tehran native is com-
peting notjust with the goal
of winning a ONE world ti-
tle - butalso to prove he’s a
better fighter than what he
showed againstMalykhinin
theirfirstbout.”
Alakbari’sFriday opponent,
meanwhile, steps into the

fight on the back of a victo-
ry via split decision over
then-unbeaten  Brazilian
Hugo Cunha in February
last year, which saw him el-
evatehisrecordto7-1.

Like Aliakbari, Joynson
didn’t have an ideal start to
his tenure in the organas he
was beaten by former ONE
world title challenger Kirill
GrishenkoinOctober2021.
“Yeah, he’s a good wres-
tler. Everyone seems to be
a wrestler in ONE. I think
if I can just tag him and put

Alter going
undefeated
in2022,the
35-year-old
Iranian hopes
awin against
Joynson will

puthimin pole
position for a
shotatthe ONE
heavyweighttitle
againstreigning
world champion
Anatoly Malykhin.

pressure on him, make sure
he doesn’t grab me, I think
I can probably drop him,”
Joynson said of Aliakbari
recently.

“Best-case scenario, he
walksrightinto my rightfist
ortomyheadkick”

With Malykhin now living
in Phuket, Thailand, per-
haps he will make the short
trip to Bangkok’s Lumpinee
Boxing Stadium to closely
watch Friday’s bout and
find out who his next oppo-
nentwill probablybe.

Murray unsure of Wimbledon return after Tsitsipas loss

THE GUARDIAN-AndyMur-
ray was unable to hide his
crushing disappointment af-
ter his painful second-round
loss to Stefanos Tsitsipas at
Wimbledon and could not
guarantee he will play again
inthetournament.

After leading by two sets to
oneinamatchpostponedon
Thursday night due to Wim-
bledon’s 11pm curfew, Mur-
ray conceded the final two
sets on Friday to Tsitsipas,
the fifth seed, losing 7-6 (3),
6-7(2),4-6,7-6(3),6-4.
“Ultimately this was an op-
portunity for me,” said Mur-
ray. “I had a good chance of
having a proper run for the
first time in a long time at a
slam. I didn’t take it. Regard-
less of the atmosphere and
those things, it's still very,
very disappointing to be sit-
tinghererightnow”

Murray said he had no im-
mediate plans to retire but
could not be certain about
his future. Asked how confi-
dentheis thathe will return
next year, Murray said: “I
don’t know. Motivation is
obviously a big thing. Con-
tinuing having early losses
in tournaments like this
doesn't necessarily help
with that. Yeah, it's similar to

I guess lastyear. | had along
think about things, spoke to
my family, decided to keep
on going. I don’t plan to stop
rightnow. But, yeah, this one
will take a little while to get
over. Hopefully I find the mo-
tivation again to keep train-
ing, keep pushing, try and
keepgettingbetter.
“Obviously, you never know
how many opportunities
you're going to get to play
here. The defeats maybe feel
abittougher”

Duringhis post-match press
conference, which was
conducted minutes after
his defeat, the 36-year-old
appeared close to tears as
he digested another bitter,
close defeat in a major tour-
nament.

“I certainly can [beat top play-
ers],’ said Murray. “It's clear
based on how the match
went. | mean, there’s only a
fewpointsinittoday. Like, it's
not just about winning the
odd match againstthemreal-
ly. Tohavearunatthese tour-
naments, you need multiple,
multiple wins in a row. Yeah,
I'veobviouslynotdonethat”

Djoko through
Elsewhere, reigning cham-
pion Novak Djokovic defeat-

ed old rival Stan Wawrinka

toreachthelast16and move
closertoaneighthmen’ssin-
glesWimbledontitle.
Djokovic won 6-3 6-1 7-6
(7-5) ina match that finished
14 minutes before the 23:00
BST cut-off on Friday night,
BBCreported.

Wawrinka, 38, is a three-
time Grand Slam winner,
beating Djokovic in two
of those finals - the 2015
French Open and 2016

US Open - but had said he
had zero hopes of winning
the tournament and “no
chance” of beating 36-year-
old Djokovic.

The Serb dominated the
opening two sets, winning
theminatotal of 67 minutes,
dropping only four games
while doing so, but War-
wrinka produced a better
performanceinthethirdset.
But Djokovic, who is aiming
to equal Roger Federer’s

men’s record of eight titles,
ensured his match would
not go into extra time as he
fought back from 5-3 down
in the tie-break to advance
intothelast16.

“We are two old guys fighting
with the young guns,” said
Djokovic. “Wehave had some
amazing battles on the big-
gestcourts.Irespecthimasa
player and he is a really nice
guy so [ wish him all the best
fortherestoftheseason.”

Andy Murray leaves the court after
a Wimbledon second-round defeat
against Stefanos Tsitsipas in London,
Britain, on July 7, 2023.
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Mes Rafsanjan
signs Iraqi
international
Adnan

< Sports Desk >

Iraqi international full-
back Ali Adnan joined Per-
sian Gulf Pro League club
Mes Rafsanjan as a free
agent.

Adnan, 29, spent last sea-
son at Russian top-flight
club Rubin Kazan, where
he made eight appearanc-
es.

The former Vancouver
Whitecaps and Vejle BK
player has eight goals in
85 international outings
under belt.

He was an integral part of
the Iraqi under-20 team
which made it to the 2013
FIFA U-20 World Cup in
Turkey, before suffering
a shootout defeat against
Uruguay.

Having started his over-
seas career with Turkish
club Caykur Rizespor in
2013, Adnan joined Serie
A club Udinese in 2015,
wherehescoredoncein 65
games either side of aloan
spell at Atalanta.

The Iraqi will join up with
his new teammates in a
training camp in Armenia.
Mes enjoyed an impres-
sive run under ex-manag-
er Mohammad Rabiei last
season - finishing fifth in
the Iranian league - but
will have Saket Elhami as
the new head coach for the
startofthe upcoming cam-

paign.

Sheikh Talal
elected head of
0OCA

0CA

REUTERS - Sheikh Talal
Fahad Al Ahmad Al-Sabah
of Kuwaitbecame the third
member of his influential
family to become the Pres-
ident of the Olympic Coun-
cil of Asia (0CA), edging
out Husain Al-Musallam
in Saturday’s General As-
sembly in Bangkok.

The 54-year-old, son ofthe
first OCA president Sheikh
Fahad Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, beat OCA Direc-
tor General Al-Musallam
24-20, the OCA said in a
statement.

Sheikh Talal succeeds his
brother Sheikh Ahmad Fa-
had Al-Sabah, who led the
organisation from 1991
to 2021 before stepping
down following a guilty
verdict against him in a
Swiss forgery trial.

Former secretary general
Randhir Singh of India had
led the OCA as its acting
presidentsince 2021.



