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Loneliness is 
everywhere

Iran’s jobless rate 
drops 1% to 8.2% in Q1

76

US to supply Ukraine 
with cluster bombs  
for first time

Iranian MMA fighter 
Aliakbari eyeing  
a shot at ONE  
heavyweight title 5
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Iran’s most  
popular breads
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Iran’s Regional  
Music Festival underway 

 Sports Desk

Iran’s men’s sitting volleyball 
team emerged victorious in a com-
manding performance against Ka-
zakhstan, securing the gold medal 
at the 2023 WPV Sitting Volleyball 
Asian Zone Championship. 
In a series of three consecutive 
sets, Iran triumphed over the 
host nation with scores of 25-21, 
25-14, and 25-17, as reported by 
IRNA.
Having already secured their 
qualification for the upcoming 
Paralympic Games, Iran’s win 

ensures that Kazakhstan, as the 
highest placed non-qualified team 
in the Asian Zonal Championship, 
has now solidified their ticket to 
Paris 2024.
This showdown between Iran 
and Kazakhstan mirrored their 
encounter in the 2017 Asian Zone 
finale held in Hangzhou, Chi-
na, where Iran showcased their 
prowess once again, posting a re-
sounding 3-0 victory and ascend-
ing to the top of the podium. In the 
battle for the bronze medal, China 
defeated Iraq with a score of 3-1 
(16-25, 25-15, 25-22, and 25-13). 

Former Iranian 
ambassador to 
European countries

By Aliakbar Farazi 

E X C L U S I V E
O P I N I O N

During the recent United Nations 
Security Council meeting, which 
convened to assess the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
and Resolution 2231, representa-
tives from European nations and 
the United States adopted a firm 
stance against Iran. They made 
unfounded allegations, claiming 

that Iran fails to comply with the 
JCPOA and deviates from Resolu-
tion 2231, which was passed to 
endorse the multilateral nuclear 
deal in 2015. Echoing these as-
sertions, the European Troika 
(consisting of Britain, France, and Germany) 
issued a joint statement reiterat-
ing the same claims. They further 
demanded the extension of missile 
sanctions against Iran, which are 
set to expire in October, as stipu-
lated by Resolution 2231.
In recent months there has been 
a notable shift in Europe’s ap-
proach. Previously, Europe sought 
to mediate between Iran and the 
United States; however, their cur-
rent positions 
h a v e  b e c o m e 
even more confrontational than 
those of the Americans. 

E3 on a lose-lose 
path with Iran

Iran wins gold medal in  
2023 Sitting Volleyball Asian Zone
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Iranian musicians perform during the 16th Iran’s Regional Music Festival  
in northwestern city of Tabriz, East Azarbaijan Province, on July 6, 2023. 
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