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Iran moving towards
international hockey heights,
federation chief says
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Iran aims to bolster its
health diplomacy

Firststop: Tajikistan

Iran’s Minister of Health,
Treatment, and Medical
Education underscored the importance of leveraging
Iran’s domestic capacity in the production of medi-
cine and medical equipment on Sunday and high-
lighted the potential for strengthened health diplo-
macy and tourism, as well as the creation of a
pharmaceutical market in Tajikistan.
Bahram Einollahi hailed the cultural and linguis-
tic ties between Iran and Tajikistan, stating that
his ongoing visit to the central Asian nation is
driven by several key health-related objectives,
according to IRNA. Thg establish- Page7 >
ment of a pharmaceutical market
for Iran in Tajikistan is one of the key objectives.

President stresses transforming security borders

into safe, economic ones

Pakistan's Army praises Iran's neighborly policy

Iranian President Ebra-
him Raeisi emphasized
his country’s strategy to transform security bor-
ders into safe and economically viable ones, fos-
ter the development of border markets, and en-
hance energy cooperation with Pakistan.
During his meeting with Pakistan’s Army com-
mander, Raeisi underscored the importance of
expediting the realization of these mutual goals,
according to president.ir.
Highlighting that strengthening ties with neigh-
boring, aligned, and Muslim countries remains a
top priority for Tehran’s foreign policy, President
Raeisi pointed to the sincere determination of
both Iran and Pakistan to enhance their relations.

In response, Pakistan’s Chief of the Army Staff

General Syed Asim Munir laud-
ed Iran’s policy of bolstering re-
lations with its neighbors, particularly Pakistan.

Page2 >
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Gov'tapproves
plan to support
Iranian expats

IRNA - Iran’s government
has approved a plan to fa-
cilitate the return of Irani-
an expatriates to the coun-
try to encourage them to
invest in Iran and use their
scientific capabilities.

The plan aims to help the
country’s development
and progress. However, it
needs to be approved by
Iran’s Parliament too.

Sandstorm
send 1,047 to
hospitals in
southeast

IRNA - Nearly 1,050 peo-
ple have been admitted to
medical centers in Iran’s
Sistan and Baluchestan
Province after a sand-
storm hit the southeastern
province’s five cities.
Head of the province’s
Crisis Management Head-
quarters Majid Mohebbi
said that at least 90 peo-
ple have been hospitalized
due to respiratory compli-
cations and other medical
issues.

Affected by the Asian mon-
soon, the northern parts
of Iran’s largest province
are slapped by strong
winds and dust storms for
120 days during the hot
months of the year.

Envoy:
Denmark
continues to
investinIran

IRNA - Denmark’s Am-

bassador to Iran Jesper
Vahr said his country has
continued to invest in Iran
despite the US withdrawal
from the 2015 nuclear deal
and re-imposition of sanc-
tions against Iran.

The Danish envoy made
the comments during a
visit to the central city of
Isfahan on Sunday.

He added that Iran and
Denmark are concluding
several memorandums of
understanding in different
fields and expressed hope

for good cooperation with
Iran on energy resources.

Iran VP hails French court’s
rejection of US anti-Iran verdict

Iran’s vice president for
legal affairs hailed the
French Supreme Court’s
decision to reject a US re-
quest to confiscate $247
million in Iranian assets
and said that it marked an
important achievement for
the Islamic Republic.

On June 28, the French
Court of Cassation upheld
a March 2021 verdict by
a court of appeal that re-
fused the US call for con-
fiscating Iranian assets as
per a US federal court ver-
dict in 1998.

“This decision marks
a very important legal
achievement for the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and
the [Raeisi] administration
because it cemented the
failure of the US pressures
to have their rulings rec-
ognized and implemented
in Europe,” Mohammad
Dehqan said on Saturday.
Dehqgan argued that the
verdict will have an im-
portant reverberation on
European countries’ judi-
cial procedure and their
courage to dismiss US
bids to impose its baseless
and unfounded rulings on
them.

Back in 1998, a US court
ordered Iran to pay $247
million to the family of Al-

=,

isa Flatow, a 20-year-old
US citizen killed in a bomb
explosion in Gaza in April
1995, claiming that Iran
was responsible for her
death since Iran allegedly

supported the Palestin-
ian Islamic Jihad, which
claimed responsibility for
the act.

The family of Alisa has
been seeking to imple-

ment the ruling in a Euro-
pean country.

However, back in March
2021, the Paris Court of
Appeals turned down the
verdict issued by the US

court. The US court then
appealed against the Paris
court’s ruling.

Flatow’s verdict had been
rejected before by Italian
courts in 2013 and 2015.

Tehran to Moscow: Iran serious about its territorial integrity
Parliament strongly rejects GCC-Russia statement on Iran's isles’

( International Desk )

Iranian Parliament speak-
er reacted to a recent joint
statement by the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council
(Gce) and Russia on Iran’s
three islands in the Per-
sian Gulf, saying that Iran

—f=.

is serious about its territo-
rial integrity and will not
compromise on it.

“Our Russian neighbor
should know that the
path of cooperation goes
through respecting the red
lines of the Iranian people
including the territorial in-

tegrity and continuation of
Iran’s sovereignty over the
three islands of Abu Musa,
the Greater Tunb, and the
Lesser Tunb,” Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf said.

He said Iran’s Parliament
“strongly rejects” the
GCC-Russia joint state-
ment, emphasizing that
Iran is very serious about
its territorial integrity,
which has been preserved
with the blood of hun-
dreds of thousands of its
youths.

“Russia, which is itself a
victim of the geopolitical
expansionism of the West
and NATO and is fight-
ing against it, should not
assist the West with its
geopolitical scheme to de-

stabilize the Persian Gulf,”
he said.

“As the sole guarantor of
stability in the Persian
Gulf, Iran is neutralizing
the West’s dangerous plots
in this critical region.”
Qalibaf also noted that
regional stability and
economic development
are possible only through
honoring the principles of
good neighborliness and
respecting Iran’s territori-
al integrity.

“Authentic historical doc-
uments prove that these
islands belong to Iran and
that political statements
cannot distort historical
facts... Iran’s authority
over these islands is the
guarantor of the Persian

Gulf stability in the face of
the US hegemony.”

The Iranian nation, he
said, expects Moscow to
demonstrate its economic
and strategic partnership
with Tehran in its political
and media positions to en-
hance mutual trust.

On Wednesday, Iran’s For-
eign Ministry summoned
Russia’s Ambassador to
Tehran, Alexey Dedov, and
voiced the Islamic Repub-
lic’s objection to the joint
statement.

The Foreign Ministry re-
affirmed that the three
islands are an integral
part of Iran and called on
Russia to revise its stance
vis-a-vis the issue.

The three Persian Gulf
islands of Abu Musa, the
Greater and Lesser Tunbs
have historically been part
of Iran, proof of which can
be found and corroborated
by countless historical, le-
gal, and geographical doc-
uments in Iran and other
parts of the world.
However, the United Arab
Emirates has repeatedly
laid claim to the islands.
The islands fell under Brit-
ish control in 1921 but on
November 30, 1971, a day
after British forces left
the region and just two
days before the UAE was
to become an official fed-
eration, Iran’s sovereignty
over the islands was re-
stored.

= Mohammad Ali Rajabi

iﬁ, Cartoonist
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Pakistan’s Army praises ..

He regarded this approach
as a highly valuable oppor-
tunity for
Page1 > the Mus-
lim world. Acknowledging
the extensive common
border between the two
countries and the poten-
tial for increased border
exchanges, Gen. Munir
emphasized that bolster-
ing economic, trade, and
border interactions would
lead to improved security
conditions.
He also said that both sides
have successfully reached
agreements aimed at en-
hancing security along
their shared borders, and

they are diligently work-
ing towards implementing
these measures to estab-
lish sustainable security.

Pakistan’s Army chief has
also held talks with his
Iranian counterpart, Major
General Mohammad Hos-
sein Bageri, during which
both sides emphasized the

significance of bilateral re-
lations in the region.

The Pakistani official has
also met with Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian as well
as the commander of the
Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps, Major General Hos-
sein Salami.



+

IranDaily = Monday, July 17, 2023

International
Developments

3

Russia has sulficient
stockpile of cluster
bombs, Putin warns

EVGENIY MALOLETKA/AP

In his first comments on the delivery of cluster mu-
nitions to Ukraine from the US, Putin said that Rus-
sia has not used cluster bombs in its war in Ukraine
so far. The use of cluster bombs by both Russia and
Ukraine has been widely documented, including
by The Associated Press and international human-
itarian organizations, and cluster rounds have been
found in the aftermath of Russian strikes, AP report-

ed.

“Until now, we have not done this, we have not used
it, and we have not had such a need,” he said.
Rossiya TV reporter Pavel Zarubin published ex-
cerpts of the interview to his Telegram channel Sun-
day ahead of a scheduled broadcast Sunday night.
The Pentagon said Thursday that cluster munitions
provided by the US had arrived in Ukraine.

The munitions, which are bombs that open in the air
and release scores of smaller bomblets, are seen by
the US as a way to get Kyiv critically needed ammu-
nition to help bolster its offensive and push through
Russian front lines. US leaders debated the thorny
issue for months, before President Joe Biden made

the final decision last week.

Cluster bombs have long been criticized by human-
itarian groups, and some US allies, because those
used in previous conflicts have had a high “dud rate,”
meaning that they often leave behind unexploded
bomblets that can harm civilians long after a battle

has ended.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin said
in an interview pub-
lished Sunday that
Russia has a “suffi-
cient stockpile” of
cluster munitions,
and warned that
Russia “reserves
the right to take
reciprocal action”
if Ukraine uses the
controversial weap-
ons.

Iraqi PM, Syria’s Assad M&EHEIEES
hold talks on securily,
waler in Damascus

Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia
Al-Sudani held talks
with Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-As-
sad in Damascus on
Sunday in the first
such visit by an Iraqi
premier since the
outbreak of the Syr-
fanwarin 2011.

Assad and Sudani
discussed securing
their shared 600km
border from secu-
rity threats, includ-
ing Daesh terrorist

group, and agreed to enhance cooperation to reduce drug
smuggling, they said during a joint news conference, Reuters re-
ported. Sudani said they also discussed ways to combat drought
conditions in both countries caused by a reduction in rainfall,
climate change and upstream damming by Turkey.

“We need to cooperate to get our fair share of water,” Sudani

said.

Sudani said Iraq supported the lifting of sanctions on Syria, put
in place and expanded by the US and European countries since

2011.

Iraq and Syria, which have close economic, military and po-
litical ties to regional heavyweight Iran, maintained relations
throughout Syria’s war even as other Arab states withdrew
their ambassadors and closed their embassies in Syria.
Baghdad and Damascus, along with Shia armed groups, co-
operated in the fight against Daesh, which spread from Iraq
into Syria and at one point controlled more than a third of

both countries.

Farhad Alaaldin, foreign affairs adviser to the prime min-
ister, said before the meeting that Sudani was set to dis-
cuss combatting the flow of the amphetamine Captagon
and possibilities for reopening a Mediterranean oil export
pipeline, which could help Iraq diversify its export routes.
Sudani’s visit comes as other countries, including Saudi
Arabia, rebuild relations with Damascus after years of

tensions.

SYRIAN PRESIDENCY/
HANDOUT VIA REUTERS

‘Heat storm’ stretches
into southern Europe,
health alertsissued

Italy issued hot weather
red alerts for 16 cities on
Sunday, with meteorolo-
gists warning that tem-
peratures will hit record
highs across southern Eu-
rope in the coming days.

On the Spanish island of
La Parma, meanwhile, at
least 4,000 people had to
be evacuated as a forest
fire burned out of control,
authorities said, Reuters

reported.

Spain, Italy and Greece
have been experiencing
scorching temperatures
for several days already,
damaging agriculture and
leaving tourists scurrying
for shade.

But a new anticyclone
dubbed Charon, who in
Greek mythology was
the ferryman of the dead,
pushed into the region

CANARIAS VIA TWITTER/
HANDOUT VIA REUTERS

from north Africa on Sun-
day and could lift tem-
peratures above 45 Cel-
Sius (113 Fahrenheit) in parts
of Italy early this week.
“We need to prepare for
a severe heat storm that,
day after day, will blanket
the whole country,” Italian
weather news service Me-
teo.it warned on Sunday.
“In some places ancient
heat records will be bro-
ken.”

Greece closed the ancient
Acropolis during the hot-
test part of the day on Fri-
day to protect tourists.
Italy’s Health Minister
Orazio Schillaci said au-
thorities were keeping

a close eye on Rome and
urged people to take care.
“Going to the Colosseum
when it is 43C (109.4F) is
not advisable, especially
for an elderly person,” he
told Il Messaggero news-
paper on Sunday, saying
people should stay in-
doors during the hottest
part of the day, between
11 am. and 6 p.m.
Besides the Italian cap-
ital, health alerts were
in place from the central
city of Florence to Paler-
mo in Sicily and Bari, in
the southeast of the pen-
insula.

In Spain, forecasters
warned of the risk of

forest fires and said that
it would not be easy to
sleep during the night,
with temperatures unlike-
ly to fall below 25C (77F)
across the country.

The heatwave will inten-
sify from today, with tem-
peratures reaching 44C
(111.2F) in the Guadalqui-
vir valley near Seville in
the south of the country,
forecasters predicted.
Europe’s highest record-
ed temperature of 48.8C
(119.8F), registered in Sic-
ily two years ago, could
be exceeded in the com-
ing days, notably on the
Italian island of Sardinia,
meteorologists have said.

China, Russia
to startjoint
air and sea
drill

REUTERS - A Chinese na-

val flotilla set off on Sun-
day to join Russian naval
and air forces in the Sea of
Japan in an exercise aimed
at “safeguarding the se-
curity of strategic water-
ways”, according to China’s
Defence Ministry.
Codenamed “Northern/
Interaction-2023”, the
drill marks enhanced mil-
itary cooperation between
China and Russia since the
war began in Ukraine.

Heavy rains,
flooding leave
37 dead in

S.Korea

AFP - Rescuers battled on
Sunday to reach people
trapped in a flooded tun-
nel in South Korea, where
at least 37 people have
died and nine are missing
after heavy rains caused
flooding and landslides.
South Korea is at the peak
of its summer monsoon
season, and there has been
heavy rainfall for the last
four days, causing a major
dam to overflow.

The Interior Ministry re-
ported that 37 people
were killed and another
nine were missing nation-
wide in the heavy down-
pours, mostly buried by
landslides or after falling
into a flooded reservoir.

Israeli plot against Iran-US talks

By Abdolreza
Farajirad
; “llm’/‘n(m'ona/

affairs expert

OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

The recent removal of Rob-
ert Malley from his posi-
tion as the US special rep-
resentative in Iran affairs
has prompted a range of
analyses and discussions.
This decision garnered sig-
nificant attention due to
reports of talks between
Iran and the United States
taking place in Oman, Qatar,
and even New York, leading
to the development of a po-
tential framework for a tem-
porary or short-term deal.

Over the past two years,
Iran’s negotiations with the
United States regarding the
revival of the 2015 nuclear
agreement (JCPOA) or the
lifting of sanctions have un-
folded in three distinct stag-
es. The first stage occurred
during the final months of
Iran’s previous government
and the initial months of
successor, with chief nego-
tiator Abbas Araqchi at the
helm.

The second stage, which
took place last year, was led
by Ali Bageri Kani, the dep-
uty foreign minister for po-
litical affairs, and involved
discussions with West-
ern parties to the JCPOA,
culminating in reaching
the threshold of signing
an agreement. However,

due to the outbreak of the
Ukrainian war, the agree-
ment was not finalized.
The third stage encom-
passed recent dialogue be-
tween the Iranian side and
the United States in Oman,
Qatar, and New York. As
per media reports, during
this phase, the two parties
had come to a conclusion to
sign a political understand-
ing, rather than a long-term
agreement, which also in-
cluded prisoner exchange.
However, it appears that
these negotiations have en-
countered opposition and
faced obstacles at this par-
ticular stage.

From my perspective, each
of the three negotiation
stages, which were on the
brink of reaching an agree-

ment, ultimately failed due
to an external conspiracy.
The responsibility for lead-
ing this opposition move-
ment also falls on the Is-
raelis. The Russians might
had also come to assist the
Israelis in disrupting the
talks between Iran and the
United States.

Recent media reports stated
that Israel intended to pro-
vide its anti-aircraft system,
known as the Iron Dome, to
Ukraine. However, following
discussions between Israe-
li and Russian officials, the
transfer of the Iron Dome
to Ukraine was canceled.
Additionally, the delivery of
Russian Su-35 fighter jets,
which were supposed to
be provided to Iran by the
Russians despite Israeli ob-

jections, has not yet taken
place.

Simultaneously, opponents
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran based overseas exert-
ed considerable pressure
on Malley, questioning his
motives for engaging in ne-
gotiations with Iranian rep-
resentatives and attempting
to reach an agreement.
There appears to be a for-
eign conspiracy orches-
trated by those who do not
wish to see a reduction in
tensions between Iran and
America, aiming to prevent
the negotiations from reach-
ing a conclusive outcome.

It is important to note that
managing or reducing ten-
sions is distinct from estab-
lishing a full-fledged rela-
tionship between the two

countries. The current fo-
cus lies in the management
and control of tensions to
prevent their further esca-
lation.

The political understand-
ing sought by Malley was
meant to serve this pur-
pose, and it had the poten-
tial to lay the groundwork
for negotiations for a lasting
agreement following the US
presidential election, par-
ticularly if the Democrats
were to emerge victorious
once again.

Nevertheless, Malley has
faced domestic pressure,
potentially due to his ac-
tions, including consul-
tations held with Iranian
expatriates, which may be
deemed as a violation of
American domestic law. His

case is currently under in-
vestigation.

However, there is still opti-
mism as his deputy, Abram
Paley, has assumed Mali’s
position, and the United
States has affirmed its in-
tention to resume working
with Iran in a similar fash-
ion as before.

I remain hopeful that talks
between Iran and Ameri-
ca, whether conducted in
Oman, Qatar, New York,
or elsewhere, will recom-
mence soon and reach a
conclusion within the next
month or two. Prolonging
the negotiations until the
eve of the US presidential
election presents challenges
due to increased pressure
and tensions from the op-
position and Republicans.
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The western Ilam Prov-
ince, with an old civiliza-
tion, rich culture and nu-
merous natural, religious
and ancient sites can turn
into a tourism hub of the
country.

The provincial capital city
of Ilam, 710 kilometers
from Tehran, surround-
ed by heights covered
with forests, enjoys mild
mountainous climate with
a pleasant spring.

Ilam is one of the most
important provinces of
the country, capable of
attracting investments
in various fields includ-
ing tourism, agriculture,
oil and gas, according to
IRNA.

Today, tourism is known
as one of the world’s most
profitable industries in a

m nuo

R

way that some countries
earn a significant income
from it.

The improvement of the
tourism industry not only
helps generate jobs, but
transfers the culture and
tradition of one land to
the other.

Due to its special geo-
graphic location, Ilam
Province, known as the
Bride of Zagros, is a land
of four seasons, which can
host travelers throughout
the year.

The Mehran border cross-
ing, located in Ilam Prov-
ince, is a one of the most
important commercial
highways linking Iran to
the markets of Iraq and
other regional Arab coun-
tries.

Instead of focusing on
making investments in
the oil and gas industries,

provincial officials are ad-
vised to develop the tour-
ism sector and prepare
suitable conditions for
traveling businesspeople.
Local officials believe that
[lam Province is ready to
absorb investments for
expanding its medical,
rural, sports, cultural, no-
madic and natural tour-
ism. Undoubtedly, mak-
ing investments in these
sectors will produce huge
benefits for investors.
Thousands of Iraqi people
arrive in Iran through the
Mehran border crossing
to receive medical treat-
ments in other provinces
of the country, thus devel-
opment of the health sec-
tor in the province and es-
tablishment of specialized
hospitals and clinics is
considered a profit-mak-
ing investment.

Fortunately, there is a
great deal of potential
for medical tourism in
the province, so more in-
vestment could lead to a
boom in the industry.
However, the tourism in-
frastructure of the prov-
ince needs to be further
developed.

Moreover, the province
has 14 exemplary nat-
ural tourism sites and
numerous lakes, caves,
valleys, canyons, water-
falls, mountains and riv-
ers which help create a
relaxing environment for
nature lovers.

Due to its geographic lo-
cation, natural conditions,
and the diversity of its
habitats, I[lam Province is
home to 32 mammals and
183 species of birds. The
mountainous areas host
many mammals.

In addition to having roar-
ing rivers, artificial and
natural lakes, Ilam Prov-
ince is a desirable desti-
nation for those interest-
ed in mountain climbing,
desert hiking and caving,
biking and horseback rid-
ing.

On the other hand, Ilam
Province hosts numer-
ous remains of the eight-
year Iran-Iraq war. This
can not only help boost
the tourism sector in the
province, but also pro-
mote the culture of sacri-
fice and martyrdom.
Various types of tradition-
al handicrafts are present-
ly being manufactured in
[lam Province. Production
of traditional floor cover-
ings such as kilim, is an
economic activity which
can be attractive to pri-
vate sector investors.

Interaction between

Roman and Sassanid kings

A strange occurrence at
a routine diplomatic re-
ception provides an in-
triguing starting point for
considering the basis of
Roman and Sassanid king-
ship and their interaction.
It illustrates both the rit-
ually charged nature of
environments that grew
up around the two sover-
eigns and the often quite
unexpected possibilities
that arose from them:
When [Sebuxt, the Sassan-
id envoy] came, Justin [11]
proved not amenable to
him especially since, when
he entered to make the
customary obeisance to
the emperor, as he threw
himself on the ground
the cap which he wore on
his head after the Persian
manner happened to fall
to the floor. The high offi-
cials and the rest, taking
this as a good omen, flat-
tered the emperor and
excited him to think that
Persia would soon submit
to him.

As this quote from
Menander, a Greek dra-

matist and the best-
known representative of
Athenian New Comedy,
illustrates, in order to un-
derstand their full power,
Roman and Sassanid art
and architecture of pow-
er cannot be studied in
isolation but must be ap-
proached in the context
provided by the web of
visual, spatial, and ritual
correspondences in which
they participated.

In marked contrast to the
present status of surviv-
ing ancient art objects,
which subsist now in
sterile gallery or museum
environments, Roman and
Sassanid artistic materi-
al (including art objects,
clothing, and architectural
and urban elements) was
originally related to and
inextricable from the lush
fabric of ritual practice
that both cultures created
and enacted over the cen-
turies.

Art objects and urban
spaces served alongside a
shifting host of other inde-
pendent, yet ritually linked

elements, which involved
participants and onlook-
ers alike aurally (with the
blast of an organ or a roar
of acclamation), olfacto-
rily (the smell of burning
frankincense and myrrh
in braziers or sacred fires),
gustatorily (the tastes of
delicacies apportioned to
a privileged guest from the
imperial table), ludically
(the excitement of hippo-
drome or polo), haptically
(the tactile sensation of a
silk garment given in an
investiture), or somatical-
ly (the physical sensation
of lowering one’s body in
obeisance). Quite apart
from its previous history,
physical qualities, origi-
nal intended function, or
origin, an object, image,
structure, or urban space,
once linked to imperial
ritual, performed work in
that ritual and became a
necessary element in it.

Through art and ritual, Ro-
man and Sassanid sover-
eigns could communicate
complex, multivalent, even
contradictory, messages

T A S

° The triumph of Shapur I over the Roman Emperor Valerian, and Philip the Arab, Nagsh-e Rostam, Fars Province

about their identity. Im-
perial art and architecture
developed reciprocally
and interdependently with
imperial art, as well as
serving alongside it. Sov-
ereigns created architec-
tural and visual environ-
ments with the knowledge
that they would provide a
focus for ritual activities.
These ritual activities,
in turn, commented on
and shaped further addi-

tions and interventions.
As the ritual and artistic
elements of imperial cer-
emony were interwoven,
it is not surprising that an
alteration in the fabric of
one had implications for
that of the other. A change
in ritual practice could im-
ply a new meaning for a
structure, and new struc-
tures or images within a
ritual environment could
modify the performance

and significance of a ritual.
The accessions of Roman
and Sassanid sovereigns
provide illuminating ex-
amples of how differen-
tially they used expres-
sive events to mold their
realm’s urban or even pro-
vincial topography around
their particular vision of
kingship and appropriated
the significance of import-
ant spaces by tying them
into large-scale expressive

events.

In the fifth and early sixth
centuries, as successions
in the later Roman Em-
pire became more stable
and the emperors left the
new capital of Constanti-
nople less frequently, the
city, its history and insti-
tutions, and the spaces
that represented them
became increasingly im-
portant components of
imperial ritual.

The above is a lightly edited version of part of a chapter entitled, ‘The Art and Ritual of Kingship Within and Between Rome and Sassanid Iran, from a book entitled,

‘The Two Eyes of the Earth, written by Matthew P. Canepa, published by UniversSity of California Press.
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Iran moving towards international hockey heights,
federation chiel says

IRNA
lf. ® By Sadeq
) Dehgan

y . Staff writer
il

EXCLUSIVE

Bahram Qadimi, the chair-
man of the Iranian Hockey
Federation, says the recent
achievements in the inter-
national events have laid
the groundwork for the
country to cement its status
as a global powerhouse of
thesport.

Iran has won the Men'’s In-
door Hockey Asia Cup on
a record eight occasions,
while it defeated USA in the
shootout to win the bronze
medal in February’s FIH
Men'’s Indoor Hockey World
CupinSouth Africa.

Qadimi believes the scale of
investment on hockey is the
differencebetweenIranand
international opponents,
describing the rivalry as
an “asymmetric warfare’,
though he remains positive
that the combination of the
Iranian young talents and
top-notch foreign coaches
will see the country keep

\-r’:.

flourishing on the global
stage.

The following is what Qad-
imi had to say about all as-
pects of hockey in Iran in an
exclusivewith Iran Daily.

Would you please tell us
where hockey stands in
the Iranian sport, and
elaborate on the key fac-
tors behind the recent
success in international
events?

As you know hockey is
among the top three pop-
ular sports in the world,
bringing large number of
crowds to the venues all
around the globe. That is
whyhockeyhasbeenacon-
stant feature of the Olym-
pic Games.

On the other hand, hockey
is deeply rooted in the Ira-
nian culture and history. In
fact, hockey first emerged
from polo, which is an
authentic Iranian sport
dating back thousands of
years.

For all the popularity in
the world, hockey was iso-
lated in Iran for years, be-
ing thoroughly neglected

within the national sport-
ingsetup.

However, the federation
has adopted a comprehen-
sive plan in recent years to
develop hockey all around
the country. All those mea-
sures, coupled with the
Iranian teams’ efforts, have
led to significant achieve-
ments in the international
events, as Iran beat USA
for the third place in the In-
door Hockey World Cup in
February, while the wom-
en’s team enjoyed a decent
run at last year’s Asia Cup
before finishingfifth.

Why is it that we haven’t
heard much about the
Iranian hockey over the
years?

Well, as I said, hockey had
been abandoned by the
Iranian sport hierarchy
for decades. There were
several hockey pitches
in Tehran when the 1974
Asian Games took place in
the capital but they were
all allocated to football and
other sports through the
years.

Hockey includes the field

hockey and the one that is
played indoor. The previ-
ous Iranian federations
had been solely focused on
the men’s indoor catego-
ry but when we took over,
through a step-by-step
process, the national hock-
ey body decided to equally
develop the sport in the
men’s and women’s divi-
sions in both indoor and
field hockey.

The Asian Hockey Fed-
eration, meanwhile, has
provided us with free
equipment and classes for
hockey enthusiasts. We've
also been in full collabo-
ration with the Ministry of
Education and other ma-
jor academic institutes to
grow hockey among lower
age groups.

The vast expansion of
hockey in Iran has led to
the country winning major
international seats in the
Asian governing body of
thesport.

Whatisthedifferencebe-
tweenlIrananditsrivals?
Unfortunately, we are on
a limited budget and the
Sports Ministry and the Na-
tional Olympic Academy
need to dedicate more funds
tohockey -withbonusesand
prize money for triumphant
national teamsforinstance.
The federation’s annual
budget is in six figures and
wehad tobank on the char-
ities’ support to the send
theteamto the tournament
in South Africa, while Ja-
pan, South Koreaand China
spend around $50 million
on hockey each year. The
rivalry with those coun-
tries is like an asymmetric
warfare.

However, what keeps us
firm on our pathis the Irani-
anplayers’ pure dedication.

Tell us about the federa-
tion’s efforts to identify
and cultivate the hockey
talentsinIran.

The provincial hockey or-
ganizations have been do-
ing a great in that respect.
A Pakistani coach has been
hired by the federation to
visit all provinces to iden-
tify the talented youths
while the recruitment of a
Chinese coach for the na-
tional women'’s team and
an American for the men’s
teamisalsoonouragenda.
I believe high-profile for-
eign coaches are a necessi-
ty for Iranian hockey, most
significantly in the wom-
en’s field category, which
was only introduced two
yearsago.

Iranian coaches will re-
ceive the required instruc-
tions in the federation’s
classes - which will be-
gin later this month run
through February next
year - before being sent on
a mission to different pro-
vincial departments.

As you mentioned hock-
ey is among the popular
sports throughout the
world, but that is not the
case in Iran. What have
you done to create a fan-
base for the sport in the
country?

Different types of media
platforms have been a
greathelpinpromotingthe
sport as the Hockey World
Cup was broadcast live by
IRIB TV for the first time in
February.Meanwhile, eigh-

etemadonline.com

teenteamsfromall overthe
country have signed up for
anew women'’s field hock-
ey league which will be
heldintwotiers.

What are the future in-
ternational eventsforthe
Iranian national teams?
A field hockey tourna-
ment will be held in Oman
in September which will
serve as the Asian qualifi-
ers for the next World Cup
and we expectboth Iranian
men’s and women'’s teams
to finish on the podium in
that event. I am optimistic
thatthe women'’s team will
soon be among the top 10
teamsinthe world.

Do you see Iran win the
men’s world title any-
timein the future?

Many countries have been
majorly investing on hock-
ey. The United States, for
instance, has allocated $5
million to its scouting sys-
tem. Australia, Belgium,
the Netherlands, France,
Germany, Argentina, and
USA are currently the top
teams in the world and
way ahead of us in terms of
funds and infrastructures.
We first need to make sure
to hold on to the third-spot
finish in the recent World
Cup, but I'm sure even big-
ger achievements will be
well within ourreachin the
comingyears.

Vondrousova writes her own happy ending at Wimbledon to leave Jabeur in tears

Marketa Vondrousova celebrates with the Wimbledon trophy after winning the women'’s singles final against Ons
Jabeur in London, Britain, on July 15, 2023.

AP

REUTERS - When Marketa
Vondrousova punched away
avolley and fell to the ground
after completing one of the
most unexpected runs to the
Wimbledon title, a jumble
of thoughts must have been
runningthroughherhead.
Afterall, Saturday was meant
to be the day when Tunisian
sixth seed Ons Jabeur would
finally become the first Arab
and first African woman to
winaGrand Slamtitle.
Instead, a distraught Jabeur
was leftwith tears streaming
down her face as her Wim-
bledon dream was wrecked
inthefinalforthesecondyear
running with a 6-4 6-4 drub-
bing.

Instark contrast, Vondrouso-
va knelt down on the grass
in her moment of triumph
- staring at the turf that
until this fortnight had not
broughthermuchjoy.

The Czech left-hander had
wononlyonematchatthe All
England Clubbeforethisyear
and 12 months ago she had
come to London as a tennis
tourist with her arm and el-
bowinaplastercastasshere-
covered from a second bout
ofwristsurgery.

Her time out from the sport
meant that she fell so far off
the tennis radar that she no
longer even had a clothing
sponsor.

But the 42nd-ranked Czech
put those problems behind
her to become the first un-
seeded woman to lift the Ve-
nus Rosewater Dish as she
completedherownphenom-
enal comebackstory.
“Idon’tknowwhat’shappen-
ing right now,” Vondrousova
said during the presentation
ceremony as she was giv-
en a standing ovation by a
15,000-strong capacity Cen-

tre Courtcrowdthatincluded
tennis greats Billie Jean King
and MartinaNavratilova.
“Ons,youaresuchaninspira-
tionforallofusandThopeyou
will win this one day; you are
anamazingperson.

“This time last year I had a
cast on so it's amazing that I
can now stand here and hold
this (trophy), it’s crazy,” added
the Czech, whose husband
Stepan Simek had flown in
from Prague especially forthe
final after beingrelieved ofhis
cat-sittingdutiesathome.
“It's amazing as tomorrow is
the first anniversary of our
wedding. I am exhausted
but [ am so proud,” said Von-
drousova.

While the clearly elated
Czechbeganhervictorylapto
show off the Rosewater Dish
toall corners of Centre Court,
Britain’s Princess of Wales
was left to console a sobbing

Jabeurwho could notfathom
how she had messed up her
chance of holding aloft the
mostfamous trophy in wom-
en’stennis.

The truth of the matter was
that she was the architect of
her own downfall, with the
31 unforced errors she pro-
ducedtellingtheirownstory.
“This is very, very, tough.
I am going to look ugly for
those photos,” the 28-year-
old Jabeur told the crowd
throughtears.

After the hollering fans gave
the crowd favourite a pro-
longed ovation, she added:
“This is the most painful loss
ofmycareer.

“Today is going to be a tough
day for me but I'm not going
to give up and I am going to
come back stronger. It's been
atoughjourneybutlpromise
I will come back and one day
winthistournament.”
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Firstin water,
electricity
technology,
engineering
services

TASNIM - The Iranian ener-
gy minister said the country
ranks first in the export of
technical and engineering
services in the water and
electricity sector as this
shows the high potential of
experts in the country.
Talking about the signif-
icance of water-supply
infrastructures in Tehran,
Ali Akbar Mehrabian said
on Sunday that Tehran is
home to diversified water
systems.

Commerce
ministry

to be
established

IRNA - Iranian Parliament

on Sunday passed a bill to
establish the Ministry of
Commerce.

A sum of 129 votes was
cast in favor, 101 against,
and four abstentions, out
of the total of 238 lawmak-
ers present in the Sunday
session of the parliament.

India, UAE
agree to
trade in local
currencies

o

By Sadeq
Dehqan

Staff writer

By producing 90 percent
of the world'’s saffron, Iran
is still the largest producer
of saffron in the world, said
the head of the Saffron Ex-

porters Association.
Talking to Iran Daily, Ghol-
amreza Miri added that the

country’s saffron exports in
the first quarter of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year
have increased by 63% in
weight compared to the
same period last year.

Referring to the growing
trend of Iran’s saffron ex-

ports in the current Iranian
year thus far, which hit 239
tons, he added that if the
trend continues, the figure
will exceed 325 tons by the
end of the current Iranian
year (March 20, 2024).
“We had reached an annual
export of 325 tons of saf-
fron three years ago, but
due to some problems in-
cluding the COVID-19 and
its impact on exports, Iran’s
saffron exports decreased,”
Miri said.

Although Iran is the larg-
est producer of saffron in
the world, our share of the
global saffron market is
less than some other com-
petitors, he criticized.
Many factors are effective
in Iran’s low share of the
international saffron sales
market, some of which are
related to marketing and
production, and some oth-
ers are related to sanctions
and political relations, the
official explained.

In addition to traditional

competitors such as Spain
and Italy, some other coun-
tries including Afghanistan
have joined our competi-
tors in recent years, Miri
said.

“Due to sanctions, Iran
cannot export saffron to
the US, and Saudi Ara-
bia had previously em-
bargoed many of our
products due to political
problems. Meanwhile,
countries such as India
and China had imposed
high tariffs for import-
ing saffron from Iran, but
these tariffs did not exist
for Afghan traders. So, we
had to sell a part of our
saffron through Afghan
dealers,” he explained.
What is more, Afghanistan
is taking advantage of the
markets that have been cre-
ated for its saffron products
by increasing its saffron
cultivation and production
day by day and exporting its
own saffron product in ad-
dition to the Iranian saffron

Iran still largest producer of sallron:
Association head

it imports, Miri continued.
Pointing to the improve-
ment in relations between
Tehran and Riyadh, he said:
“Fortunately, Saudi Arabia
has once more become a
target market for Iran, but
we are still facing problems
of the past in many other
markets such as India and
China”

“Due to tariffs and high
costs of exporting to some
countries, part of Iranian
saffron is being smuggled
and sold at 20-30% cheap-
er price.”

Available estimates show
that 90 tons of Iranian saf-
fron products were smug-
gled out to international
markets, he said.

Talking about the price of
Iranian saffron in interna-
tional markets, Miri said
the 500-gram packages of
Iranian saffron is between
$650 and $1,000, but the
figure goes up to $2000 for
500 grams of the product in
smaller packages.

C Economy Desk >

China has agreed to invest
in major projects in Iran,
Iranian Finance Minister
Ehsan Khandouzi said Sun-
day, after attending the first
Joint Economic Develop-
ment Commission of Iran
and China held in Beijing
following a hiatus of four
and a half years.

Khandouzi said the invest-
ment projects focused on
the sectors of energy, in-
dustry, mining, agriculture,
and healthcare, IRIB NEWS
reported.

China stands as Iran’s pri-
mary trading partner, with
a significant share of Iran’s
trade, including imports and

exports, amounting to 24%
of the total trade volume.
Khandouzi said opportu-
nities for trade with China
hold promising potential,
although Iranian business-
people have faced certain
administrative hurdles that
require approval from the
Chinese authorities.
“During the commission
meeting, it was agreed to
streamline the issuance of
these permits, and both
countries reached a consen-
sus on facilitating foreign
investment,” he added.
Iran’s preferred collabora-
tive plans were presented to
the Chinese side at the joint
commission meeting, which
was attended by represen-

tatives from various Iranian
ministries and organizations
such as the Oil Ministry,
Agriculture Ministry, Min-
istry of Roads and Urban
Development, Ministry of
Industries, Mine and Trade,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Central Bank, Customs Ad-
ministration, Trade Devel-

opment Organization, and
Tax Affairs Organization.

The Chamber of Commerce
of Iran and China also con-
vened a joint meeting in
Beijing, where prominent
Chinese companies that are
party to contracts with Iran
were present. According
to the Iranian minister, the

China to invest in key industrial projects:
Iranian minister

TWITTER
Chinese side expressed their
commitment to address the
obstacles hindering Iranian
trade.
Khandouzi said “tangible
outcomes” are expected
to unfold in the coming
months after the visit of the
Iranian trade delegation to
China.

2" annual creative cities of Iran held in Rasht

Announcement

Gohar Zamin Iron Ore
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BLOOMBERG -India and
the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) agreed to use
their local currencies for
cross-border transactions,
amid attempts by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
increase the rupee’s role on
the global stage.

The Reserve Bank of India
said in a statement on Sat-
urday that Modi and the
central bank’s Governor
Shaktikanta Das inked the
agreement with the UAE’s
President Sheikh Moham-
med Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
in Abu Dhabi.

The deal will facilitate
seamless cross-border
transactions and payments,
and foster greater econom-
ic cooperation between the
two countries.

The second annual event showcasing the
“creative ciies” of Iran ook place in Rashi
located in nodihem lran, as repoded by the
Bandar Abbas Municipality's Public Relations
and Intemational Affars Department. The
event, known as the Rashi Food Creative City,
was held al Rasht's Central Hall from June 22
fo 23. Motable creative ciies such as Isfahan,
Sanandsy, Bandar Abbas, and Kermanshah
pamicipaled in the avent

The mayor of Bandar Abbas expressed his
remarks regarding the eveni which was
organzed by the Rasht Mumicipahty and its
Isfamic Council, stating that the first nahonal
secretanat of lran's creative cifies, which would
be run on a rofating basis, was opened on the
first day of the festival

According d0 Mehdi Nobani, several other
achvibes look place ncluding an exhibition
featuring the creatve cibes of Iran and the
Chess Cup of Iran's creative citbes

In his speech, Nobani highlighted the Bandar
Abbas’ celebraton of s 400th annmiversary.
He emphasized the national and international
recogniticn of Bandar Abbas’ arlisans and
hendscrafts, attnbuting their successtothe city's
dverse siyles, races, colors, backgrounds, and
histonical significance. The mayor called for

supporting these craftsmen and expanding
thveir reach

Furthermore, the even! featured a specialized
scientific workshop on the co-creation of lran's
crealive abies, which was hailed as a significant
achievernent by the mayor Mobani said that
craftamen and artists could enhance ther
knowledge and ideas through the exchange of
thoughts and sharing of skills

He added that Bandar Abbas had been
designated as a creative cify for handicrafis
and local arls in Janvary 2020 The Bandar
Abbas creatly center dibigently pursued the
goals of a creative city by supporing artists and
craftsmen through a well-structured strategic
program

MNobani alse highlighted the city's nodable
accomphishment in wliliang urban spaces and
beaultying the city by incorporating indgenous
alements

The Bandar Abbas Municipality sagned
memorandurms  of  understanding  with
universities 1o promote sceentific and academic
education in handcrafis, Preliminary measures
were also fgken fo improve the economic
condifions and livelihoods of arisans” he
added

The mayor expressed his satisfaction with
the participabon in lran’s creative ofies and
stressed the importance of penodic exhdbalions
and the exchangs of ideas.

“The chain of create cibes mn lran should
showcase  their unique differences  and
capacibes, makmg them an atiacive
destinabon for tounsts.”

Drawing attention to the histoncal significance of
Bandar Abbas, formerdy known as Gumbrown
Nebani emphasized the cdose relabonship
between handicralts and the everyday life and
cloghing of the people n the southem region. He
peanted out that handicrafts played a prominent
rode in vanous aspects of people’s fwes, from
fishang and hunting tocts to idestyle, clothing
colors, and patbems

As a symbaolic gesture aligned with the goals of
the Riasht Food Creative City, a groundbreaking
ceremony for the construction of a food sireet
{nok place on the sdelines of the evant

Company (Public Joint Stuck)

Gohar Lamin Iron Ore Company intends 1o identify all
commercial compamies that are able to purchase won ore
pellets with the average FE 63% as FAS (INCOTERMS
to the customer’s warehouse in
Fandar Abbas to sell this product in foreign markets such as
China, Turkey, India, Oman, ete. Therefore, all the capable
compantes which have exported more than 500 thousand
metric wons of mineral products in the last two years are
invited to submit the original letter of representative from
the foreign producer company (End user), m sddition
o all mecessary inancial and. commeraaal documents of
their Iranian and foreign companies, through the official
email of the mother company (0 the clecironic address 1o
read as commercial-depi@goharzamin.com until 22 July
2023, Also, that company should make the necessary
arrangements W0 hold a meeung with the presence of the
semior managers of the mother company (end user) and

2020Mas  deliver 1t

visiting the relevant plants.

It 15 obvious that the presentation of these documents
does not create any rights for the paricipants i this
announcement, and Gohar Zaman Iron Ore Company 1s
ihorzed i her mvestgation and responding

completely
1o the participants.

For more information, you are asked to call D21-5762.3
Ext. 1673 and Cellphone number (124604691, )
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Educational inequality on the rise

Data revealing how badly students from lower-income groups fare
in university entrance exams showcase the widening gap between Iran’s rich and poor.

( Social Desk >

Only two percent of the
ranks below 3,000 in uni-
versity entrance exams in
2021-22 belong to the first,
second, and third income
groups, i.e,, the less well-off
strata.

The data was announced
by Mansour Kobaganian, a
member of Iran’s Supreme
Council of the Cultural
Revolution. It serves as an
indicator of the role money
plays in education.
According to the statistics
provided by Kabaganian,
86 percent of the entrants
to the fields of medicine
and dentistry are from the
eighth, ninth, and tenth in-
come groups, i.e., the well-
to-do and wealthy strata.
The statistic means that in
the future, 86 percent of
doctors will be members of
rich and prosperous fam-
ilies. In contrast, only 1.3
percent of medical and den-
tal students are from fami-
lies belonging to low-in-
come strata.
Nevertheless, this infor-
mation is not new. Despite
annual fluctuations in the

statistics and numerical
data regarding participant
counts, one consistent fac-
tor remains unchanged from
previous years: The per-
sistent academic challenges
faced by students from low-
er-income backgrounds.
The statistics should sound
the alarm for authorities on
the increasing educational
inequality in the country.
Most education analysts
attribute government poli-
cies as the primary source
of inequality and class-
based education, particu-
larly through the adoption
of contractionary policies
aligned with the principles
of the free market. This
alarming trend highlights
the marginalization of
public schools, leading to a
disruption in the implemen-
tation of the 30th Article of
the Constitution of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran.
According to this article, the
government is obligated to
ensure free education for
the entire nation until the
completion of secondary
education, and to provide
affordable options for high-
er education. However, the

core essence of this prin-
ciple has been neglected,
clearly reflecting the gov-
ernment’s increasing dis-
regard for education. As a
consequence, the financial
burden of the education
sector has been shifted onto
parents.

It’s been many years that
the national university en-
trance exams in our country
have not served as a battle-
ground where weaker and
stronger candidates com-
pete; instead, it has turned
into a platform upon which
schools compete, and in this
competition, public schools
are consistently overshad-
owed by private ones, with
their portion of top rank-
ings in the entrance exam-
ination gradually dwindling
year after year.

All this happens despite the
consistent emphasis of the
Leader of the Revolution on
the necessity of reinforcing
the caliber of public schools.
The Leader advocates for
an elevation in the level
and quality of education
provided in these schools,
ensuring that students do
not perceive studying there
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as diminishing their chanc-
es of success in the entrance
exam. Families, too, should
be reassured that sending
their children to these in-
stitutions is not akin to con-
signing them to a destitute
environment.

Iran’s turmoil within the
realm of public education
is unparalleled on a global
scale. Extensive research
conducted on 12 prominent

and pioneering countries in
the education sector reveals
a striking reality: Disadvan-
taged families receive ed-
ucational, economic, and
social support. However, in
our country, this situation
runs counter to both the
30th Article of the Constitu-
tion and the policies estab-
lished at the outset of the
Islamic Revolution.

Mohammadreza Niknejad,

teacher and researcher,
maintains that “reverting
to the law can pave the way
and alleviate educational in-
equity. Today, Scandinavian
countries are implementing
Article 30 of our Constitu-
tion, whereas in our own
nation, policies and laws
designed to uphold social
and educational justice
have been inexplicably dis-
regarded.”
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Festival records oral history of retirees

Iran aims to bolster

for future benefits

( Social Desk )

The first-ever festival of ‘Last-
ing Experience’ concluded
with an emphasis on using the
valuable experiences of retired
individuals.

Mohammad Chakkoshian, the
cultural and social deputy of
the Ministry of Cooperatives,
Labor, and Social Welfare,
highlighted the festival’s ob-
jective of collecting and pre-
serving the oral accounts of
retirees as a guiding light for
the future, Fars News Agency
reported.

“The festival of ‘Lasting Expe-
rience’ is held with the aim of
recording the oral history of
retirees so that we can benefit
from this experiential knowl-
edge as a beacon for the fu-
ture,” Chakkoshian stated.
Recognizing the vital contri-
butions of retirees and elders

in the realms of service, work,
and production, the official ac-
centuated the significance of
incorporating their experienc-
es into societal accolades.
“Using the experiences of
retirees and elders is one of
the components of honoring
these worthy individuals,” he
asserted.

The festival’s underlying phi-
losophy rests on the convic-
tion that understanding the
past correctly is essential for
progress.

“Knowledge is an accumula-
tion of experience that is pre-
sented in a systematic way,
and there are many instances
showing that we don’t use
the existing tacit knowledge,”
Chakkoshian explained.
Moreover, he elucidated the
pivotal aspects of the Second
Step of Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion, emphasizing the impor-

tance of drawing upon the
experiences of elders while
nurturing the creativity and
initiative of the younger gen-
eration. “The Second Step
of Iran’s Islamic Revolution,
by the order of the Leader,
should be followed by rely-
ing on the experiences of the
elders and the creativity and
initiative of the youth,” Chak-
koshian elaborated.
Chakkoshian further high-
lighted the perils of neglecting
experiences and opting for a
trial-and-error approach. “Ig-
noring experiences makes us
move forward with trial and
error;” he stressed.

its health ...

“Iran has met more than 98 percent of its
pharmaceutical needs by utilizing its do-
mestic capacity,” the min-

Page1 > ister said, adding, “This

capacity can create a favorable market for

Iran’s pharmaceutical industry in the coun-

tries of the region.”

Einollahi described his two-day trip to

Tajikistan as a strategic move to bolster

health diplomacy. The visit will focus on

exporting medical and pharmaceutical

equipment, which, in turn, strengthens the

capacity of knowledge-based companies

active in the production and development

of medical equipment in Iran’s market. Do- IRNA

ing a tour of Tajikistan’s medical and academic centers

is another goal of this trip.

The health official also emphasized the potential that

the shared language between Iran and Tajikistan holds

for expanding health tourism. “Plans are underway

to select and send Iranian health advisors to friendly

countries as soon as possible,” he said.

“Tajikistan will be one of the first countries where we

will establish the post of health advisor with the aim of

developing the market for health-oriented products as

well as health tourism.”

Iran’s police set on curbing the problem of ‘shutis’

< Social Desk >

Emphasizing the necessi-
ty of addressing the issue
of ‘shutis’ seriously, the
deputy police chief of Iran
stated, “The utilization of
these vehicles is increas-
ingly becoming a prevalent
means of transporting con-
traband.”

Shutis are customized cars
that are used in Iran to
transport smuggled goods
and in some cases people.
In response to the rising
number of such vehicles
on the roads and in cities,
Commander Qassem Re-
zaei asserted, “Shutis are
unquestionably illegal, and
it is the duty of the police to
confront any unlawful prac-

tice,” IRNA reported.

He further elaborated on
the criminal and perilous
behavior associated with
these cars, stating, “At
times, their actions result
in further criminal activities
and even human casualties,
and on several occasions,
they have resulted in the
martyrdom of police offi-
cers.”

The deputy police chief re-
marked, “What is evident
is that this issue is unorth-
odox and spreading across
various provinces. However,
police officers working on
multiple checkpoints and
roads, as well as special-
ized operational teams, are
working towards address-
ing the phenomenon.”

Rezaei said the country’s
police force has placed sig-
nificant emphasis on deal-
ing with the shutis, stress-
ing that the reckless actions
of these illicit vehicles will
be curbed.

In recent years, there has
been a noticeable increase
in the number of so-called
‘shuti’ cars carrying smug-
gled goods, particularly in
Tehran, which is the eco-
nomic hub of the country.
In addition to the disruptive
nature of smuggling activi-
ties, the reckless behavior
of the drivers of these cars
on the roads contributes
to a significant number of
traffic accidents. These be-
haviors are primarily used
as an attempt to escape the

police.
Shuti cars — predomi-
nantly of the Peugeot 405,
Peugeot Pars, and Samand
models — primarily focus
on smuggling goods from
the country’s entry points,
such as port areas in the
south and the north, as well
as border regions in the
east and the west. In cer-
tain cases, the illicit trade
involves the transportation
of individuals as well.
The anti-trafficking
police recently
characterized
the issue of
shutis as a
secondary
problem
and at-
tributed the

prevalence of this hazard-
ous mode of transporta-
tion to its profitability and

the less-than-satisfactory

management at the
country’s entry
points.




Iran cinema
awarded
in Armenia
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ISNA - Iranian films have
achieved recognition at
the 20th edition of the
Golden Apricot Interna-
tional Film Festival in Ye-
revan, Armenia. The fes-
tival honored two Iranian
productions with awards.
The Iranian feature film
‘Endless Borders, direct-
ed by Abbas Amini and
produced jointly by Iran,
Germany, and the Czech
Republic, received the es-
teemed Best Film Award
in the Panorama section.
The thought-provoking
film explores themes of
identity and personal
struggle.

In addition, the FIPRESCI
award, presented by the
International Federation
of Film Critics, was be-
stowed upon ‘My Worst
Enemy, directed by Meh-
ran Tamadon. This film
delves into complex social
dynamics and interper-
sonal relationships.
Among the other winners,
the coveted “Golden Apri-
cot” prize was awarded
to the Greek film ‘Black
Stone, directed by Spiros
Jacovides.

The 20th edition of the
Golden Apricot Interna-
tional Film Festival took
place from July 9 to July
16 in Yerevan, Armenia.
The festival provided a
platform for filmmakers
from around the world to
showcase their creative
works and foster cultural
exchange.
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‘Narration of the Murder ol

Nassereddin Shah’ exhibition opens
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( Arts & Culture Desk )

An exhibition, titled ‘Nar-

ration of the Murder of

Nassereddin Shah, made
its debut at Golestan Pal-
ace, marking the first time
that inscriptions from the
mausoleum of the Qajar
king have been showcased
to the public.

The golden inscriptions
from Nassereddin Shah'’s
mausoleum were loaned
from the Museum of As-
tan-e Abdolazim Hassani
and are currently on dis-
play at the Chador Khaneh
of Golestan Palace, which

once served as the seat of

Nassereddin Shah’s rule,
according to ISNA.

The exhibition will be open
to visitors from July 16 to
July 31.

In addition to the remark-
able inscriptions, the ex-
hibition features various
artifacts associated with
Nassereddin Shah. These
include his final diary, the
blood-stained handker-
chief used during his as-
sassination, the chair upon
which he sat following the
attack until his death, and
copies of the Qur’an from
his mausoleum.

During the opening cere-
mony, Alireza Behzadj, the
executive director of the
exhibition, revealed an in-
triguing discovery.

He explained, “Last year,

we found several paintings
at the Museum of Astan-e
Abdolazim Hassani that
depict the final days of
Nassereddin Shah. Some
of these paintings are cur-
rently displayed on the
second floor, while the rest
are kept in storage. With
the assistance of the Muse-
um of Astan-e Abdolazim
Hassani, the inscriptions
were safely transported to
Golestan Palace.”

Regarding the inscriptions,
the researcher explained
that they were meticulous-
ly crafted on copper sheets
and adorned with gold
plating. These inscriptions
were installed around
Nassereddin Shah’s mau-

soleum four years after
his burial in 1317 Hijri
year. Notably, the body
of Nassereddin Shah had
been temporarily housed
at the Takiyeh Dowlat for a
year following his assassi-
nation until the completion
of the mausoleum.
Speaking about the style of
the inscriptions, Behzadi
remarked, “The design of
these inscriptions bears
resemblance to Safavid-era
inscriptions. We have ex-
tracted the complete text
and will present it during
a scholarly session on July
317

Alireza Oudran, the head of
the Museum of Astan-e Ab-
dolazim Hassani, described

the exhibition as a momen-
tous occasion, particularly
considering its timing af-
ter the Islamic Revolution
in 1979.

He revealed that around 46
inscriptions, which provide
a narrative of Nassereddin
Shah’s murder, are housed
in the museum’s treasury.
The decorative elements
surrounding these inscrip-
tions including mirror
work, gypsum work, and
brickwork underwent al-
terations during the revo-
lution. Consequently, the
inscriptions were relocated
to the Museum of Astan-e
Abdolazim Hassani.
Afarin Emami, the direc-
tor of the Golestan Palace

World Heritage Site, drew
an analogy between his-
torical cultural objects and
words, emphasizing their
collective significance. She
stated, “Historical objects
are similar to words in
that they possess individ-
ual meanings. However,
when they come together
to form sentences, their
meanings become richer.
When these sentences are
arranged side by side, they
create a book. Historical
objects operate in a similar
manner as their collective
presence conveys an ac-
curate narrative and story,
surpassing the impact of
observing scattered ob-
jects”

Persian language, literature
‘increase Iran’s soft power’

( Arts & Culture Desk )

The president of the Uni-
versity of Isfahan (un) em-
phasized the importance
of promoting the Persian
language and literature as
vital components in en-
hancing the soft power and
strengthening the scientific
and cultural diplomacy ca-
pabilities of the country:.
Hossein Harsij stated that
language and literature
play significant roles in
cultural discussions and
are important indicators of
soft power in every nation.
During the opening cer-
emony of a branch of the
Society for the Promotion
of Persian Language and
Literature at the Universi-
ty of Isfahan, Harsij high-
lighted the significance of
networking in promoting
the Persian language and
literature, especially in the
modern virtual era.

He emphasized the need
for universities to update
the Persian language and
literature books and col-
laborate through network-
ing to realize the directives
of the Leader of Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolution in trans-
forming Persian into the
language of science.

Harsij believed that this
approach would revive the
culture and civilization of
Islamic Iran.

The university profes-
sor acknowledged that
non-Iranian students in

Iranian universities are in-
terested in the culture and
civilization of Islamic Iran,
adding that their intellec-
tual and spiritual develop-
ment would have a positive
political impact.

Harsij outlined the im-
portant and necessary
missions of the society’s
office at the U], stating that
its primary focus is com-
munity-centric. He main-
tained that the office aims
to contribute to the de-
velopment of civilization,
which in turn enhances the
country’s power in various
dimensions.

Therefore, Harsij empha-
sized utilizing the Univer-
sity of Isfahan’s capacity to

support the government’s
efforts in promoting the
Persian language and liter-
ature internationally.
Highlighting the interna-
tionalization of universi-
ties, Harsij underscored
the need to strengthen the
Persian language and liter-
ature centers, particularly
in regional countries. He
suggested training quali-
fied individuals who can
collaborate with the Min-
istry of Science, Research,
and Technology and un-
dertake this responsibility.
Harsij identified publica-
tions as another key player
in promoting the Persian
language and literature at
national and international
levels.

He noted that many coun-
tries in the region ask for
access to Iran’s rich cultur-
al resources, thereby sig-
nificantly enhancing Iran’s
soft power.

Ali-Asghar Mirbagerifard,
the president of the Irani-
an Society for the Promo-
tion of Persian Language
and Literature, mentioned
that the society, both in
terms of its membership
and activities, is one of the
largest scientific societies
in the country.

Mirbagqerifard highlighted
the society’s establish-
ment in 1971 and some of
its contributions including
publishing valuable works,
organizing sessions and
conferences, and send-
ing professors to foreign
chairs.

He further explained that
the society revised its con-
stitution in 2004, adopting
two approaches focused
on scientific innovation
and practical application
in promoting the Persian
language and literature.
Mirbagerifard highlight-
ed the organization’s in-
ternational section and
mentioned its branch in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, outlining the
plans to establish 10 more
branches in Turkey, the
Middle East, Africa, and
Europe.

Mirbagerifard described
the provincial missions of
the Society for the Promo-
tion of Persian Language
and Literature, which in-
volve assisting in scientific
research, responding to
societal needs, preserving
and revitalizing native lit-
erature in each province,
and identifying literary
talents.

PIC OF THE DAY

Kharanagh Castle, a magnificent historical fortress spanning over 10,000 square meters,
proudly stands in the village of Kharanagh, neighboring the iconic Shah Abbasi Caravanserai.
With a rich history dating back an impressive 4,500 years, this architectural gem has been
officially recognized as a national heritage site in Iran since 2005.

Nestled in the heart of Yazd, the village of Kharanagh, locally known as “Khoranagh,” carries a
poetic meaning as “the birthplace of the sun.” Its ancient origins are intertwined with tales of
resilience, as the village faced relentless attacks from bandits and thieves in times long past. In
response to these threats, the resourceful locals constructed the formidable Kharanagh Castle,
seeking refuge within its fortified walls for generations.
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