Iranian
children shine
in French
competition

ILNA - Eight members of
the cultural and artistic
centers affiliated with
Iran’s Institute for In-
tellectual Development
of Children and Young
Adults (11DcYA) were
awarded in the Interna-
tional Visual Arts Compe-
tition, “Louis Frangois” “
Three members from the
IIDCYA received honor-
ary plaques, while five
others from the IIDCYA’s
children and adolescent
centers achieved the
honorary diplomas of the
event.

The International Visual
Arts Competition, “Louis
Francois”, held in France
in 2022, had the theme
of “The Landscape I Love,
Nature I Must Preserve
and Protect.”
Seven-year-old Reyhaneh
Salehian from Darab,
Fars Province, Yeganeh
Kan’aani, aged 10, from
Ardebil Province, and
18-year-old Frank Poura-
li from Lar, Fars Province,
were among those hon-
ored with the honorary
plaques.

16 provinces
to host 1st
Nat'l Iranian
Ethnic Film
Festival

IRNA - The 1st National
Iranian Ethnic Film Festi-
val will be held simulta-

neously in 16 provinces,
according to the festival’s
president Mehdi Heidari.

The festival is scheduled
to take place from Octo-
ber 31 to November 5 in
the northwestern city of
Tabriz, Iran. It aims to
showcase a diverse range
of films that highlight the
ethnic diversity and cul-
tural heritage of the coun-
try.

Heidari emphasized that
the festival belongs to Iran
as a whole, rather than be-
ing tied to a specific indi-
vidual or city.

As the first edition of the
festival, Heidari acknowl-
edged that there may be
certain shortcomings, but
the goal is to create a cel-
ebration that represents
the Iranian ethnic com-
munities.

He further added that
filmmakers interested in
participating in the festi-
val can submit their works
to the festival’s secretariat
until October 2. Films pro-
duced from 2017 onwards
that explore the themes of
ethnic diversity are eligi-
ble for participation in the
festival.
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Iranian Muslims preparing
for mourning season of Muharram

Among the most notable  of the lunar month of
expressions of mourning  Muharram, which begins
are the religious playsand  today.
ta'ziehs, which are central ~ One notable group, the
to the commemoration of  Haj Saqqa Mosaffa Ta'zieh
Muharram in Iran. Ta'’zieh ~ Group, under the direction
performances serve as a  of Seyyedeh Mitra Hassani,
powerful medium to de-  will recount stories from
pict religious events, his-  the martyrdom of Imam
torical narratives, mythical ~ Hussein and his devoted
stories, and folk tales. The  companions during the
art form incorporates the  events of Ashura. Their
elements of poetry, music, performances aim to
song, and motion, capti-  evoke deep emotions and
vating audiences with its  bring alive the sacrifice
profound emotional im-  and heroism exhibited on
pact. that fateful day.
Rooted in the Ashura cul-  In the days to come, the
ture and the courageous  City Theater will also fea-
struggle and martyrdom  ture two other special per-
of Imam Hussein, ta’zieh  formances titled, ‘Jaryan’
originated during the 9th  and ‘Personal Cell, adding
century, in the time of to the diverse array of ar-
the Abbasids and Buyids. tistic expressions during
However, it flourished and  this significant period.
gained prominence during ~ While the circumstances
the Safavid era (1501-  of this year’s Muharram
1736) and further blos-  may have necessitated ad-
somed during the Qajar  justments and adaptations
era. These performances to traditional observances,
have become an integral  the unwavering spirit and
part of the Muharram tra-  reverence for Imam Hus-
dition. sein continue to resonate
C Arts & Culture Desk ) sary of Imam Hussein  days of Muharram, Mus-  This year, the Tehran City ~ within the hearts of the
(PBUH), the third Shia lims don black attire, set Theater commenced its Iranian people. Through
Every year, as the lunar  Imam, and his loyal com- up mourning tents, and ta’zieh performances on their steadfast devotion
month of Muharram ap-  panions. It was during participate in collective July 11, opening with  and creative adaptations,
proaches, the people of those days, some 1,400 processions to honor the  ‘Love to the Horizon of they ensure that the mem-
Iran and millions of Shia  ago, that they valiantly memory of Imam Hus- the Sun’ by Zahra Jarban.  ory of Imam Hussein’s
Muslims worldwide em-  sacrificed their lives in the ~ sein’s martyrdom. Even af- Meanwhile, the Simorgh  sacrifice and the timeless
bark on a solemn journey city of Karbala, in pres-  ter centuries have passed, = Hall of the Bidel Dehlavi  message of justice, brav-

of grief and reverence. ent-day Iraq, facing the the legacy of Imam Hus-  Foundation in Tehran will  ery, and selflessness re-
This sacred month holds  forces of the 2nd Umayyid  sein continues to resonate  host a series of ta’zieh  mains alive and cherished
significance as it marks caliph, Yazid. deeply in the hearts and  performances through-  during the holy month of
the martyrdom anniver- Through the first 10  minds of Muslims. out the initial ten days  Muharram.
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Iranian poet s LT
Abdolmalekian receives
Italian Roddi Prize i |

Iranian poet Garous Ab-  cluding his recent nom- | A e e
dolmalekian was honored  ination for the Pen Prize - 5

with the prestigious Rod-  for his anthology of trans-
di Prize at a ceremony lated poems, Lean on at
held in Turin, according this late hour (2020).

to reports from Italian  The closing ceremony of
media outlets. this cultural event took
The event featured a sec-  place on July 17, 2023.
tion titled ‘Witness of  Bornin 1980, Abdolmale-
Beauty 2023, in which  kian currently serves as a
Abdolmalekian was rec-  poetry editor at Chesh-
ognized, as reported by = meh Publication in Teh-
the Italian media cited by  ran.

IRNA on Tuesday. Translation of the state-
Abdolmalekian, known ment by the jury regard-  ue the grand tradition of  outcry of his poetry in  The book ‘War, Love, Sol-
for his minimalist style ing Abdolmalekian’s Persian poetry spanning Italian. Therefore, in rec- itude’ is a collection of
and concise language, is  selection is as follows: thousands of years, re-  ognition of his poeticin- = Abdolmalekian’s work
highly regarded as anau-  “Garous Abdolmalekian flect the life, suffering, fluence and the depth of in Italian, comprising
thor in Iran today, stated  is one of the most prom- dreams, and destiny of a  his works, as well as his selections from three of
the source. His poems inent voices of contem-  people who have always  social, civic, and human  his collections: ‘Cavities,
have been translated porary Persian poetry fought for peace, free- commitment, we present ‘Middle Eastern Trilogy,
and published in French, = worldwide. His poems dom, and equality. The the ‘Witness of Beauty’ and ‘Acceptance. It was

{ Auwre, guerea

German, English, Arabic, and verses have notonly = book ‘War, Love, Soli- award to Abdolmaleki- translated into I[talian
Kurdish, and Turkish. circulated within Iran but ~ tude’ (a selection of Ab-  an. We hope that poetry by Faezeh Mardani and
The poet has achieved have also made animpact  dolmalekian’s poems in  will once again lead us  Francesco Occhetto and
numerous national and  in various languages. Italian) offers an oppor-  towards a more beautiful  published by Caraba in
international awards, in-  His works, which contin-  tunity to hear the human  world” 2022.



