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Who is Mark Dubowitz?
Mark Dubowitz is the Jewish CEO 
of the Foundation for Defense 
of Democracies. He is an expert 
on Iran’s nuclear program and is 
known as one of the key influenc-
ers in shaping policies to counter 
Iran. He also participates in the 
China program due to his work ex-
perience in the Indo-Pacific and his 
academic background. He is one of 
the most important commanders 
of the economic war against Iran. 
During the Trump administration, 
many of his ideas in line with max-
imum economic pressure on the 
Islamic Republic of Iran were im-
plemented by Donald Trump. In 
2015, he and his colleagues made 
more than 20 trips to European 
countries, the Middle East and the 
Persian Gulf to talk with govern-
ment officials, banks, economic ac-
tivists and businessmen about the 
risks of restarting trade with Iran. 
In 2019, the Iranian government 
sanctioned him and the Founda-

tion for the Defense of Democracy, 
calling them “the designing and 
implementing arm of the US gov-
ernment” regarding Iranian policy. 
According to the joint statement of 
the Ministry of Intelligence and the 
Intelligence Organization of the Ira-
nian Revolutionary Guard Corps, in 
2022, he and the foundation under 
his management played a key role 
in organizing the rebellions against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Foundation's main actions 
against Iran
The activities of the Foundation 
for the Defense of Democracy have 
a special focus on Iran, which op-
erates under the title “Iran Pro-
gram”. The Defense of Democracy 
Foundation says at the beginning 
of the “Iran Program” that it start-
ed this work to educate political 
and public associations of people 
abroad about the activities of Ira-
nian branches.
The Foundation for the Defense of 

Democracies is one of the import-
ant think tanks that played a key 
role in the field of international 
politics during Trump’s presiden-
cy. It can be said that part of the 
intensification of economic sanc-
tions and the application of crip-
pling economic sanctions during 
the Trump era was the result of the 
decision-making of this think tank.
To carry out a campaign of maxi-
mum pressure against the author-
ities, the Trump administration cut 
off the access of all Iranian banks 
to the world banking system, which 
includes access to SWIFT, and es-
pecially to transactions in the euro, 
the European currency, by imple-
menting this foundation’s plan. 
The Foundation for the Defense of 
Democracies, led by Dubowitz, has 
been announced as one of the ar-
chitects of sanctions and the with-
drawal of the United States from 
the JCPOA during Trump’s era.
In 2011, they planned to sanction 
the Central Bank and Iran’s oil 

sector, in 2012, they tried to cre-
ate problems for the movement 
of money in Iran. In recent years, 
there have been anti-Iranian re-
search and actions regarding the 
JCPOA defects and the consequenc-
es of Iran’s connection to SWIFT.
Apart from the role of the di-
rector of this foundation, Mark 
Dubowitz, “Richard Goldberg”, 
the senior advisor, in coopera-
tion with the US Department of 
State, has played an influential 
role in the Iran oil embargo pro-
cess. Based on this performance, 
Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
put the American Foundation for 

the Defense of Democracies on 
its sanctions list. The important 
members of this foundation were 
among the most important senior 
advisers of [the US ex-president] 
Obama and Trump’s policies and 
also during the presidency of 
Biden regarding Iran. One of the 
interesting points that can be 
seen in the recommendation of 
the foundation’s solutions to the 
United States is the pressure on 
the European Union by the US to 
implement the package proposed 
by this foundation, and this shows 
the pressure level of Zionism in 
European policies.

Dubowitz syndrome!
What plans does FDD's Jewish CEO have against Iran?


