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AFP – A West African delega-
tion has failed to secure the 
return to power of Niger’s 
elected government despite 
proposals to resolve the crisis 
as the junta curtailed military 
cooperation with former colo-
nial power France.
The ECOWAS regional bloc’s 
team arrived Thursday in the 
capital Niamey “but did not 
spend the night” as scheduled, 
nor meet with coup leader 
Abdourahamane Tiani or de-
tained President Mohamed 
Bazoum, a delegation member 

said Friday.
At the same time, the junta an-
nounced that it was scrapping 
military pacts between Niger 
and France, citing the former 
ruler’s “careless attitude and 
its reaction to the situation”.
Niger has had a key role in 
Western strategies to combat 
an insurgency that has plagued 
the Sahel since 2012, with 
France and the United States 
stationing around 1,500 and 
1,000 troops in the country, 
respectively.
Regional powerhouse Nigeria 
holds the rotating presidency 
of Economic Community of 

West African States (ECOWAS), 
which imposed sanctions and 
on Sunday gave the putschists 
a week to restore Bazoum to 
power or risk possible armed 
intervention.

The foreign minister of Iran is currently on a four-day 
trip to Pakistan at the invitation of his Pakistani coun-
terpart. Hossein Amir-Abdollahian’s visit to Pakistan 
has two main objectives. 
His first objective is to enhance border security be-
tween the two countries and his second objective is 
to discuss bilateral trade and pending energy proj-
ects. The top Iranian and Pakistani diplomats have 
exchanged views in line with these 
two objectives and even signed a 
five-year strategic plan for commercial cooperation 
on Thursday.
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