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ecutor general of Iran on
Sunday.

He has replaced Mohammad
Jafar Montazeri as the prose-
cutor general under a decree
issued by Judiciary Chief
Gholamhossein Mohseni
Ejei. The former prosecutor
general has been promoted
the chairman of the Supreme
Court of Iran.

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei lauded the
Navy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran for the suc-
cessful completion of its
groundbreaking mission of
traveling around the world,
saying the unprecedented
move enhanced the coun-
try’s international standing,
contributed to security, and
reminded superpowers that
the high seas belong to all
nations.

and “courage and perse-
verance in the face of hard-
ships”, leader.ir reported.
During the meeting with the
commander, crew, and fam-
ilies of the 86th flotilla on
Sunday, he highlighted that
this great achievement once
again demonstrated that
successes, advancements,
and fulfilled hopes stem
from relentless efforts and
perseverance.
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that has used nuclear weap-
ons to massacre hundreds
of thousands in Japan and
is also the key supporter of
the nuke-armed Israeli re-
gime while still purporting

Albania police seize control of terrorist MKO camp: Report

to advocate global nuclear
disarmament. In a post on
X — formerly Twitter — on
Sunday, Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Nasser Ka-
naani seriously questioned
Washington’s competence
for leading calls for the elim-
ination of weapons of mass,
marking the 78th anniversa-
ry of the US atomic bombing
of the Japanese city of Hi-
roshima that killed nearly
140,000 people.

Albanian police have re-
portedly taken control
of the camp that accom-
modates members of the
anti-Iran terrorist cult
Mujahedeen Khalq Orga-
nization (MKO) near the
capital Tirana, imposing
a strict curfew over the
entire area.

The police in the south-
eastern European coun-
try do not allow either
entry into or exit from

Iran won’t give up rights to Arash gas field

By Ebrahim Beheshti

In a contentious develop-
ment, Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia have jointly announced
that Iran holds no claim to
the Arash gas field, also
known as “Al-Durra”. The
discovery of the gas field
dates back to the 1960s, but
it has remained untapped
due to several factors, in-
cluding disputes between
Iran and Kuwait concerning
the delimitation of their
maritime boundaries.
Iran’s Oil Minister, Javad
Owji, responded to the
stance taken by Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia, expressing
his concern over their lack
of cooperation and under-
standing. He warned that
if there is no willingness to
engage in dialogue and co-
operation, [ran would assert
its rights to the resources,
both in terms of benefits
and exploitation, and would
not tolerate any violation of
those rights.

To gain deeper insights into
the ongoing disputes and
explore potential solutions
that could benefit all three
countries, Iran Daily con-
ducted an interview with
Mohammad-Ali Khatibi,
Iran’s former representa-
tive in OPEC. The interview
aimed to shed light on ways
to resolve the tensions sur-
rounding the gas field and

enable the three nations
to mutually tap into its re-
sources.

Iran Daily: Could you
provide insight into the
primary contention that
arose between Iran and
Kuwait pertaining to the
Arash gas field?

Khatibi: The central issue,
which stretches back over
a considerable period, re-
volves around the absence
of clearly defined maritime
boundaries between the
two nations. The matter at
hand is essentially a dis-
agreement over these mari-
time borders. Consequently,
until a consensus on these
borders is reached, both
sides are left with room for
conjecture. The primary
objective lies in definitively
establishing these maritime
boundaries. Subsequent to
this crucial step, the focus
will shift toward the ex-
ploitation and investment
in the oil and gas reserves
within the shared Arash
gas field. This endeavor
cannot thrive amidst an en-
vironment marked by ten-
sions and threats; instead,
it necessitates resolution
through negotiations.
Nonetheless, borders
did exist between the
two countries. The Ku-
waitis, however, assert
new borders based on
seismic findings by oil
major Shell, a study that

denies Iran’s entitlement
to the Arash field. Iran
contests this delineation
of borders.

Indeed, the chronicle of
Iran-Kuwait disputes trac-
es its origins back to the
discovery of the gas field
in 1960s. What remains of
paramount importance is
bringing these disagree-
ments to a close and finding
a resolution. As such, nei-
ther party should proceed
to exploit the resources
inherent to the shared field
until these disputes are sat-
isfactorily addressed and
the delineation of borders
is established. Engaging
in unilateral actions only
serves to incite reactions
from the opposing side,
potentially intensifying the
existing conflicts.

The Kuwaiti authorities
have consistently en-
gaged in negotiations
with Iranian represen-
tatives and have never
explicitly denied Iran’s
stake in the Arash gas
field. Even in 2022, Ku-
wait’s foreign minister
declared that Arash con-
stitutes a tripartite gas
field shared among Iran,
Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia.
What prompted this sud-
den shift to deny Iran’s
participation?

Kuwait’s surprising shift in
stance has raised eyebrows,
particularly considering the
ongoing push for reduced

tensions and peaceful coex-
istence in the regional polit-
ical landscape. Attempting
to forge agreements with
other nations or interna-
tional corporations for
the exploitation of Arash’s
resources without Iran’s
concurrence would prove
futile, given Iran’s non-ac-
ceptance of such endeavors.
Notably, Iran is the sole par-
ty that Kuwait deals with in
this case. While the delin-
eation of maritime bound-
aries carries inherent com-
plexities, it is conceivable
that this has contributed to
the prolonged negotiations
without yielding a definitive
outcome.

Nonetheless, my proposed
resolution calls for a height-
ened commitment to nego-
tiations characterized by
increased gravity. Perhaps
prior to this juncture, when
the resource potential of
the Arash field wasn’t as
crucial, the urgency for co-
operation was diminished.
Presently, however, all three
nations find themselves
in need of the oil and gas
reserves within this field.
Consequently, in the inter-
est of safeguarding their
respective rights, a more
earnest approach to negoti-
ations becomes imperative.

Could the Kuwaiti and
Saudi governments be
under the impression
that Iran, due to external

the Ashraf-3 camp in
the country’s western
town of Manéz, Tasnim
news agency reported
on Sunday.

Earlier this week, Al-
bania’s Special Court
on Corruption and Or-
ganized Crime ordered
state authorities to pre-
vent MKO ringleader
Maryam Rajavi from en-
tering the country.
Informed sources,

speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the ver-
dict came after Albanian
officials examined avail-
able pieces of evidence
and concluded that
the MKO was using the
country to organize an-
ti-Iran terrorist attacks.
Rajavi reportedly fled
the Ashraf-3 camp to
France after Albanian
police forces raided the
site on June 20 due to

its engagement in “ter-
ror and cyberattacks”
against foreign institu-
tions. Authorities seized
150 computer devices
linked to MKO'’s terror-
ist activities. More than
a week later, the police
entered the camp again,
deploying security
forces at the entrance
to the camp to control
all vehicles leaving the
site.

pressure from Western
nations, is in a vulnera-
ble position? Might they
be attempting to ramp
up pressure or legal ma-
neuvers to compel Iran to
yield?

The notion is fundamental-
ly flawed. True weakness
manifests when a nation
unilaterally gives conces-
sions to superior powers.
While Iran may engage
in negotiations and make
calculated concessions to
secure its interests and
achieve larger gains - as
evidenced in the context
of the nuclear deal - it has
never capitulated unilat-
erally to any party. Teh-
ran’s steadfastness in
safeguarding its principles
and interests against for-
midable players like Saudi
Arabia, the United States,
and Europe has remained
resolute. The Kuwaiti au-
thorities themselves are
aware of Iran’s unwavering
commitment to its national
interests and understand
that Tehran does not waver
from its position.

In the event that Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia uni-
laterally tap into the re-
sources of the gas field,
while no agreement is
reached with Iran, does
Iran possess the technical
capacity to reciprocally
exploit the shared re-
sources within the field?

Indeed, Iran possesses the
requisite capability to un-
dertake such efforts. De-
spite facing sanctions, Iran
successfully operational-
ized the most challenging
phase of its South Pars gas
field, utilizing entirely do-
mestic technical expertise
and even surpassing pro-
jected timelines. Iranian
corporations have even
been actively engaged in
substantial projects abroad.
It stands to reason that if
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
choose to capitalize on the
resources of the Arash field,
Iran holds the legitimate
right to take countermea-
sures. However, it's import-
ant to emphasize that Iran’s
preferred stance is rooted
in pursuing negotiations to
settle disputes.

You previously advocated
for the involvement of an
impartial entity to devel-
op the gas field, requiring
consensus from all three
nations for equitable re-
source allocation. Do you
believe this proposal re-
mains viable prior to the
resolution of maritime
boundaries?

No, my proposition pertains
to the phase of demarcating
maritime boundaries. Typ-
ically, in the case of shared
fields, two methods of ex-
ploitation exist: each coun-
try independently invests in
and develops its respective
sector, or, to bring down
costs, the nations opt to
collaborate through a single
entity responsible for field
development, subsequently
distributing the yielded re-
sources in accordance with
prior agreements.

Iran, Kuwait, and Saudi
Arabia have yet to reach
this stage, as they must
promptly resolve the mari-
time border dispute before
advancing to the exploita-
tion phase. The paramount
consideration for all three
nations is that operating
within an ambiguous and
tense environment is in no
one’s interests. We expect
Kuwaiti officials to contin-
ue to exhibit wise policies,
as in the past, recognizing
that failing to address this
dispute could not only de-
prive each country of eco-
nomic gains but also poten-
tially strain their diplomatic
relations.



