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The Good Doctor
D r.  B a h ra m  Ra z i n ,  a 
78-year-old specialist in in-
fectious diseases, has been 
providing free treatment 
to patients for the past 40 
years at his office located 
in the Safa’iye neighbor-
hood of Shahr-e Rey. Razin 
resides in the Mirdamad 
neighborhood of Tehran 
and drives his trusty 2011 
Pride car model to work ev-
ery day, arriving promptly 
at six in the morning.
Razin’s philosophy is one 
devoid of material attach-
ments; he even named his 
apartment after his wife. At 
the age of 60, he purchased 
this house and now lives 
amongst neighbors who 
don’t even know his name 
and are unaware of his 
medical endeavors. Howev-
er, within Shahr-e Rey, Raz-
in is well-known and sees 
a minimum of 50 patients 
daily during two shifts — 
one in the morning and one 
in the evening.
The esteemed doctor has 
three daughters; two are 
married while one remains 
a college student. Surpris-
ingly, none have followed 
their father’s footsteps into 
medicine. His wife is also re-
tired from her profession as 
a teacher. Alongside practic-
ing medicine, Razin serves 
as a professor at Shahid 
Beheshti University where 
students recognize him for 
teaching “love and ethics”.
Expressing great satisfac-
tion with the people resid-
ing in Shahr-e Rey, whom he 
holds dear, Dr. Razin states 
that “infectious diseases 
tend to affect those living 
underprivileged lifestyles” 
more frequently than heart 
disease or other ailments 
do — a primary reason why 
he established his practice 
specifically within this com-
munity to provide aid and 
assistance to those most in 
need including Afghan na-
tionals residing there.
Razin’s office is housed 
within an unassuming sin-
gle-story building covered 
by foliage that conceals its 
sign from view intention-
ally — an indication of 
his modest nature.
Upon entering the 
building, visitors 
find themselves 
greeted by a 
s m a l l  t h re e -
room hall filled 
with numerous 
individuals seat-
ed on chairs — with 
additional people 
w a i t i n g 
outside.

Stairs lead from the doc-
tor’s room down to the 
basement where three 
more rooms are located: 
one for outpatient surger-
ies, another serving as a 
resting area for the doctor, 
and a third room filled with 
shoes and clothes — an in-
triguing sight that captures 
attention.

A charity center
When asked about the pur-
pose of collecting shoes and 
clothes, Razin explained 
that they are gathered to 
be given to needy patients 
who visit his clinic. It is not 
just a medical facility but 
also functions as a charity 
center. The doctor stated 
that they have established 
a fund specifically dedi-
cated to covering the costs 
of medication and treat-
ment for underprivileged 
patients, supporting them 
throughout their entire re-
covery process.
Razin emphasized the fi-
nancial struggles faced by 
patients who cannot afford 
medical expenses such 
as consultations, medica-
tions, laboratory tests, and 
imaging procedures. This 
led him to initiate the fund 
— with a designated bank 
account — where benefac-
tors and ordinary individu-
als gradually joined forces 
to help cover these costs. 
Astonishingly, even people 
from economically disad-
vantaged areas in the south 
of the city have contributed 
up to one million tomans 
($20,000) despite their own 
financial hardships.
When questioned about his 
modest lifestyle and philan-
thropy, Razin attributes it 
to his religious beliefs and 
his father’s wishes. Before 
departing for England on a 
scholarship opportunity for 
further specialization in in-
fectious diseases, his father 
advised him with profound 
words that would hopefully 
help him find prosperity in 
this world and the hereaf-
ter.
His father also entrusted 
him with a small property 
located in one of Tehran’s 
deprived neighborhoods 
upon graduating from uni-

versity: “Serve the 
people residing 

there,” were his 
father’s instruc-
tions.

Upon return-
ing from En-
gland, Razin 

honored this 
wish by estab-

lishing his 
clin-

ic for the underprivileged, 
all the while visiting impov-
erished villages and settle-
ments. Driven by a person-
al sense of satisfaction, he 
treated individuals afflicted 
with infectious diseases 
during times when such 
ailments were widespread.
He would prepare medi-
cines at his own expense 
with assistance from other 
doctors. During the 1960s 
era alone, he managed to 
save numerous lives oth-
erwise doomed by these 
illnesses.
During the Iraqi-imposed 
war on Iran, he courageous-
ly served at field hospitals 
situated near active battle 
zones before eventually 
returning to Tehran, where 
fulfilling his father’s lega-
cy brought him immense 
joy. Presently, Razin’s focus 
extends beyond imparting 
scientific knowledge to stu-
dents. He places equal im-
portance on teaching them 
morals and ethics.

Patients are no source 
of income
In his view, the most sig-
nificant threat to the med-
ical community lies in the 
financial relationship be-
tween patients and doctors 
— a concern he actively 
addresses by offering free 
treatment and establishing 
a system that eliminates 
any monetary transaction 
between him and those 
seeking care.
“I hope for a future where 
doctors no longer perceive 
their patients as mere 
sources of income,” Razin 
expressed with sincerity.
The doctor-patient rela-
tionship he fosters extends 
beyond the conventional 
boundaries of a medical of-
fice — it is characterized by 
friendship and support.
“Sometimes, my clients vis-
it me not because they are 
sick, but to seek advice and 
assistance with loans or 
job opportunities. I try 
to engage in conversa-
tions with my patients 
during treatment, pro-

viding them an opportunity 
to discuss any problems 
they may have. These in-
teractions cultivate friend-
ships, and over the course 
of 40 years, I have formed 
connections with all my pa-
tients and residents within 
the neighborhood.”
It might be hard to believe, 
but through his guidance 
and counsel, Razin has 
managed to prevent several 
couples from parting ways 
— some even found them-
selves getting married as a 
result.
The doctor firmly believes 
in the positive outcomes 
generated by his acts of 
kindness. He attributes this 
success to what he calls “the 
collective prayers” offered 
on his behalf by countless 
individuals. His sole capi-
tal consists of good health 
and a contented heart — a 
reflection of a lifetime ded-
icated to serving his pa-
tients.
“At 78 years old, I am grate-
ful that I remain free from 
disease. Having loving chil-
dren and good sons-in-law 
is more than enough for 
me.”
Razin’s patient base extends 
far beyond urban dwellers. 
People from various cities 
across Iran such as Ahvaz, 
Dezful, Nahavand, Qom, 
Tehran, and Karaj also seek 
out his expertise for exam-
inations.
In contrast to some doc-
tors who negotiate higher 
fees for home visits, Razin 
willingly visits sick and vul-
nerable individuals in their 
homes without seeking any 
compensation. During the 
challenging days brought 
about by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, since he cared deep-
ly about public welfare, he 
devotedly provided home-
based care, attending pri-
marily to those who were 
severely ill.

Financial challenges
In addition to his clinic, Raz-
in earns an income through 
a teaching position at Sha-
hid Beheshti University. Al-

though not substantial, he 
believes that it is sufficient 
for him to lead a modest 
and healthy life. 
“My sense of abundance 
stems from the grace and 
mercy bestowed upon me 
by God — not from the bank 
accounts of sick and needy 
individuals who have trav-
eled from near and far in 
hopes of finding treatment 
within my office. Here, not 
only are needy patients 
exempt from examination 
fees, but also their entire 
treatment expenses are cov-
ered by a fund established 
within this very office.”
Every day, Dr. Razin’s office 
experiences a recurring 
cycle of expenses related 
to medication preparation, 
diagnostic tests, hospital 
admissions, and more. Ma-
soumeh, the doctor’s sec-
retary, affirms his unwav-
ering dedication to serving 
underprivileged and needy 
individuals.
“There are times when the 
expenses of the office ex-
ceed the income generated 
for that day due to treat-
ment costs for patients. 
When I share this with 
the doctor, he smiles and 
reminds me of how many 
people are praying for both 
of us,” she says.
Despite any financial chal-
lenges faced by the clinic, 
Masoumeh expresses con-
tentment with her salary 
and describes working with 
the doctor as a source of 
tranquility.
“Razin’s office serves as a 
beacon of hope for citizens 
from Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. Around 60 percent of 
his clientele comprises in-
dividuals from these coun-
tries. Even those struggling 
with addiction find support 
here; at times they receive 
financial assistance from 
Dr. Razin himself,” she says, 
adding, “The doctor has 
personally funded several 
rehabilitation programs for 
addicts.”

Strong testimonies
Hakimeh, one of Razin’s 

patients who hails from Af-
ghanistan but resides in the 
same neighborhood testi-
fies: “The doctor is an angel; 
I don’t recover anywhere 
else except in his office.” 
Hakimeh also shares that 
even her father received ef-
fective treatment from him 
despite suffering from men-
tal illness.
Elaheh echoes Hakimeh’s 
sentiments: “My sister-in-
law is undergoing surgery 
today. She had an abdom-
inal rupture that no other 
doctor was able to diagnose 
except Dr. Razin. During 
the days of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, the doctor 
reached out to every resi-
dent within our community 
— truly becoming our sav-
ior. He is just and considers 
only God.”
Habibeh, responsible for ad-
ministering injections at the 
clinic enters with a smile on 
her face. She perceives this 
clinic as a university where 
she can learn ethics directly 
from Dr. Razin while gaining 
valuable work experience 
alongside him. 
“I found my life’s path in 
this office. My major was 
psychology, but now I come 
here with love and am 
studying to obtain a nursing 
degree again. The genuine 
relationship between the 
doctor and his patients has 
been truly inspiring for me,” 
Habibeh says.
During our conversation 
with Razin, a fifty-some-
thing-year-old foreign 
woman entered his room. 
She described her pain 
while he listened atten-
tively. He then proceeded 
to write a prescription for 
her and asked her to wait 
momentarily inside the 
room. Razin descended 
the stairs of his office only 
to return holding a pack-
age of frozen meat and 
gave it to her. 
“It is the votive of Imam 
Hussein (PBUH),” he said. 
He then provided her with 
some money from the fund 
specifically designated for 
purchasing medication.
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Iran’s Ministry of Roads 
and Urban Development 
hosted a press conference 
regarding Arbaeen trips 
attended by ministry depu-
ties, members of the media, 
and various national news 
agencies.
During the press confer-
ence held on Monday, Au-
gust 7, Reza Nakhjavani, 
head of Iran Airports Com-
pany, shared updates about 
the company’s prepara-
tions for Arbaeen air travel. 
He stated that out of the 53 
airports under their pur-
view, nine are operational 
for international flights. 
“There are 35 airports at 
air borders equipped to 
handle international calls,” 
he said. 
Additionally, he highlighted 
that 25 airports across the 
country have confirmed 
their readiness to facilitate 
Arbaeen trips.
Nakhjavani further re-
vealed that this year Ar-
baeen flights will be op-
erated from a total of 25 
airports. 
“Last year, there were a 
combined total of 291 de-
partures and return flights 
transporting approximately 
42,000 pilgrims each way,” 
he said.
Assuring attendees about 
infrastructure improve-
ments at these airports, Na-
khjavani also emphasized 
his company’s commitment 
to serving pilgrims who 
choose to travel partway 
by plane and continue their 
journey via other modes of 
transportation. 
Furthermore, the presence 
of dedicated processions 
at border airports was 
mentioned as an effort to 
enhance services offered 
during this period. Nakh-
javani expressed determi-
nation in providing even 
better services compared 
to last year through coor-
dinated efforts with other 
relevant organizations.
Continuing with updates 
from the meeting, the head 
of Civil Aviation Organi-
zation of the country dis-
closed that prices for flights 
between Tehran-Najaf and 
Tehran-Baghdad stood at 
$280, while Mashhad-Na-
jaf and Mashhad-Baghdad 
routes were priced at $330.
Additionally, the director 
general representing Road 
Traffic and Transportation 
Organization announced 
that around 7,000 buses 
would be operating during 
Arbaeen days. He further 
detailed plans devised by 
his organization aimed to-
wards bridging any gaps in 
bus availability for Arbaeen. 
These arrangements in-
cluded collaborations with 
organizations, institutions, 
and neighboring countries 
to procure additional buses 
on a rental basis.
In another announcement, 
the CEO of the national rail-
way company, stated that a 
direct rail line from Khor-
ramshahr to Shalamcheh 
will be introduced specif-
ically catering to Arbaeen 
pilgrims. He emphasized 
that transfers would be 
available round-the-clock 
and free of charge.

All is set for 
Arbaeen 
pilgrimage
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