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Following a recent 
agreement be-
tween Iran and 
the United States 
on the exchange 
of prisoners and 

the release of Iran’s frozen assets in South Korea, 
some media, mostly foreign ones, have made false 
claims and analyses about this agreement. Citing Israeli officials, the media claimed that the 
prisoner swap was part of a larger deal between 
Tehran and Washington, and other media said that 
there was an unwritten agreement between Iran 
and the US, of which the prisoner exchange was 
part of it. They reported that the 
deal also contained Iran’s nuclear 
activities, including the reduction of uranium en-
richment, etc.

Saudi Arabia on Saturday named a non-resident 
ambassador for the Palestinian Territories who will 
also serve as consul general in Al-Quds.The role will be filled by Nayef al-Sudairi, the cur-
rent ambassador to Jordan, according to a social media post from the embassy in Amman confirmed by a Saudi Foreign Ministry official. The appoint-
ment represents “an important step” underscoring 
the desire of King Salman and Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman “to strengthen relations with 
the brothers of the State of Palestine and give it a 
formal boost in all areas”, Sudairi said in a video broadcast by the Saudi state-affiliated Al-Ekhbari-
ya channel.
Saudi Arabia does not recognize Israel and did not join the 2020 US-brokered Abraham Accords that saw Israel establish ties with two of the kingdom’s neighbors, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.

Economy Desk The head of the Agricultural Bio-
technology Research Institute of 

Iran announced on Saturday that nearly 200 new technol-ogy-based firms (NTBFs) are active in the country’s agri-
cultural biotechnology sector. Gholamreza Salehi-Jozani put the value of products of the said NTBFs at about $500 million, adding that the figure is expected to hit $2 billion in the near future, IRNA reported. “The annual turnover of the technology market is close to $1 trillion in the world, and by 2030 it will rise to about $3 trillion, of which cur-rently, $200 billion, equal to 20 percent, is related to the 
agricultural sector.” Salehi-Jozani said, “Certainly, the de-
velopment of technology-based agricul-
ture dealing with modern technologies (biotechnology and nanotechnology) is necessary to solve 
the challenges of the agricultural sector.”
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These technologies include genome-based modifica-
t i o n  a n d 
gene edit-

ing, genetic engineering, 
bioinformatics and meta-
data, indoor agriculture 

(vertical agriculture, dis-

posable bioreactors, hy-

droponics, aeroponics and 

aquaponics), seawater agri-
culture, desert agriculture , artificial meat, 3D printing, 
microalgae, blockchain 

platform (digital currency), 
smart agriculture, drones, biological products, artifi-
cial intelligence and the In-ternet of Things, the official 
explained.
“By 2050, Iran’s population 
will increase to about 100 
million and the country’s 
need for agricultural prod-
ucts will be about 200 mil-
lion tons, while now Iran’s 
need for agricultural prod-
ucts stands at 150 million 
tons.”
Salehi-Jozani noted that 
until 2050, the average 
temperature of the Earth 
will increase by at least one 
degree and the available 
water resources will de-crease by 30 percent as the 
current 100 billion cubic 

meters of renewable water 
in the country will decrease 
to 70 billion cubic meters.
“The seven million hectares 
of saline land, the penetra-
tion rate of technology in 
the agricultural sector of the country is below five 
percent, the import of about $3 billion of various 
types of agricultural tech-
nological factors of produc-
tion (hybrid seeds, some chemical 

fertilizers, chemical pesticides, 

vaccines and animal medicines, ad-

vanced machines, food industry ad-

ditives and starters) are among 
the other challenges of this 
sector.”
Some of the technologies introduced into the field of 
agriculture have been used 
on about 205,000 hectares 

of land across the country 
which have saved more 
than $175 million annual-
ly by increasing the added 
value of the country’s agri-
culture.
Technology transfer and 
industrial production of 
livestock, poultry and 
aquatic probiotics, tech-
nology transfer and com-
mercial production of 
bio-fertilizers are based on 
the Trichoderma method, 
which is commercial and quick-yielding, the official 
said.
Implementation of a pro-
gram-oriented approach 
and effectiveness instead 
of a process-oriented ap-
proach are the new strat-
egies of the research insti-

tute, he noted.
Our plan is based on up-
stream documents, in 
which the goal is to dou-
ble the effectiveness of 
the research institute over 
a four-year period, Sale-
hi-Jozani said, adding that 
increase in production and 
reduction of waste are in-
cluded.
He listed the formation 
of a network of research 
centers, to cooperate with 
the private sector and ex-
ecutive assistants through 
holding innovation and 
technology events as well 
as creating innovation cen-
ters with the management 
of the private sector are 
among other strategies of 
his research institute.

Staff writer

By Sadeq 
Dehqan

Around four years ago, 
Iran held its position as 
a leading global produc-
er of pistachios. Howev-
er, the United States has 
overtaken Iran in this re-
gard through expanding 
the acreage of pistachio 
cultivation, securing its 
status as the top producer 
of this commodity world-wide. Despite Iran’s slip 
to second place in global 
pistachio production, it 
continues to excel in pista-
chio exports and maintain 
a reputation for quality.Driven by the enlarge-
ment of pistachio or-
chards, the United States 
has increased its annual 
pistachio output to ap-
proximately 700,000 
tons this year. A mere 
few years ago, its maxi-
mum production stood 
at 240,000 tons, when it 
held the top spot in pis-
tachio production global-ly. The US benefits from 
favorable land and water 
resources, facilitating its 
expansion of pistachio 
cultivation. In contrast, 
Iran grapples with con-
straints in terms of water 
availability and suitable 
cultivable lands.
Iran’s pistachio yield for 
the current year stands 
at around 200,000 tons, with an additional 30,000 
tons carried over from the 
preceding year, summing up to a total of 230,000 
tons for the ongoing year. 

Globally, the collective an-
nual pistachio production 
hovers over 1.2 million 
tons. In this context, Iran 
accounts for roughly 20%, 
while the US commands 
about 58% of global pis-
tachio production.
Mohammad Salehi, the 
head of the Iranian Pista-
chio Association, told Iran Daily that while the US 
consistently ranks among 
the world’s top pistachio 
producers, a considerable 
proportion of its output is 
consumed domestically. 
“In the previous year 
alone, around 270,000 
tons of pistachios were 
consumed within the 
United States. This dy-
namic maintains a close 
contest between Iran and 
the US in terms of pista-
chio exports to interna-
tional markets,” he said. 
Salehi delineated the des-
tinations for Iran’s pis-
tachio exports, pointing 
to the European Union 
nations, India, the Arab 
states of the Persian Gulf, 
Russia, Central Asian na-
tions, and particularly 
China as major customers. 
Emphasizing the un-matched quality and fla-
vor of Iranian pistachios, 
he asserted that “they 
still captivate traditional 
and exclusive clientele in 
global markets”. 
Unfavorable conditions 
including frost during 
certain months and water 
scarcity have impacted 
pistachio production in 
Iran. These challenges not 
only inhibited production 
growth in previous years 
but also contributed to a 

decline in output levels.
Salehi,  however, com-
mended the robust pis-
tachio production per-
formance in the current 
year, saying that last year 
yielded up to 115,000 
tons, whereas the ongoing 
year is projected to yield 230,000 tons, signifying a 
remarkable 100% growth 
rate.
Assessing Iran’s pistachio 
export situation, Salehi 
pointed to the issue of for-

eign exchange obligations 
imposed by the govern-
ment on exporters. 
“These obligations have 
created obstacles for pis-
tachio exporters. If the 
government fails to ad-
dress this matter, it will significantly impact both 
exports and potentially 
lead to unwarranted re-
ductions in pistachio pric-
es within the country,” he 
warned.The fulfilment of foreign 

exchange obligations 
came to existence 2018 
when the government 
began to issue executive 
instructions about it. The 
government’s aim with 
this initiative is to ensure 
that all entrepreneurs and 
businesses engaged in ex-
porting bring back their 
foreign currency earnings 
into the country.
According to Salehi, re-
patriating foreign cur-
rency as the government 

intends proves challeng-
ing due to Iran’s banking 
sanctions in certain coun-
tries.  “This has emerged 
as a hindrance for export-
ers,” he complains.
Salehi also believes that 
the government’s practice 
of setting a pistachio price 
for farmers lower than 
the prevailing market 
rate discourages export-
ers from purchasing and 
subsequently exporting 
the product.
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Iran, 18th natural gas exporter in the world in 2022: OPEC

Nearly 200 NTBFs active in Iran’s agricultural biotech sector: Official

Iran ranked 18th among 
the world’s exporters of 
natural gas in 2022, the 
Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) said in its 
latest report, noting 
that natural gas pro-
ducers exported 1.407 
trillion cubic meters of 
this strategic product 
last year.
Iran’s natural gas ex-
ports in 2022 registered 

a two-percent decline 
compared to the same 
period last year, OPEC 
added, according to Tas-
nim news agency.
Iran exported 18.8 bil-
lion cubic meters of this 
product in 2022, while 
the country had export-
ed over 18.4 billion cu-
bic meters of natural gas 
in 2021.
With the export of 195 
billion cubic meters of 

gas, the United States 
was the largest export-
er of natural gas in the 
world in 2022 due to 
the Ukraine war.
Before the start of the 
war in Ukraine, the Rus-
sian Federation was the 
largest exporter of natu-
ral gas in the world, but 
Moscow’s export of gas 
decreased 24 percent in 
2022, reaching 184 bil-
lion cubic meters.
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 TASNIM

Iran invests 
$1m on 
renovation of 
maritime fleet

First ship 
carrying LPG 
berths at 
Abadan

Sepehr, Jofeir 
oil production 
to start soon

IRNA – Iran invested $1 
million on the construc-
tion or purchase of ships in 
two years since President Ebrahim Raisi took office 
in August 2021, according 
to the director of the coun-
try’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization (PMO).
Noting that many ships 
have been bought to com-
mute either in the Caspian 
Sea in northern Iran or in 
the southern Iranian wa-
ters, Ali Akbar Safaei said 
that some of the purchased 
vessels have already been 
delivered to Iran and some 
others are being trans-
ferred to the country.

TASNIM – With the fail-
ure of cruel US sanctions 
against Iran and the coun-
try’s success in boost-ing gas exports, the first consignment of liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) was 
loaded at Abadan Oil Re-finery.
There are plans for sell-
ing the surplus products of the refinery at the 
international markets 
along with meeting the 
demands of the country, CEO of Abadan Oil Refin-
ery Hakim Qayem said.

SHANA – The Petroleum Engineering and Devel-
opment Company (PEDEC) 
managing director said oil 
production at Sepehr and Jofeir fields in southwest-ern Iran could officially 
start during the Govern-
ment Week (August 24-30).Abouzar Sharifi added a 
comprehensive plan has 
been outlined for the de-
velopment and production of Sepehr and Jofeir fields 
in three phases.
According to him, a major part of the first phase of the two fields’ develop-
ment plan has been im-
plemented and their crude 
oil production – around 
20,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) – could start during 
the last week of August.

 IRNA
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Kuhpayeh, a city located east 
of Isfahan Province, with a 
3,000-year-old history, has 
high potential for tourism. 
The residents of the city are 
hard-working, innovative and 
artistic people who are in need 
of more attention.
With a population of 27,000, 
Kuhpayeh is 60 kilometers 
from the provincial capital city 
of Isfahan, IRNA wrote. 
The city is neighbor to Ardes-
tan and Borkhar in the north, 
Isfahan in the west, Harand 
and Varzaneh in the south, and 
Naein and Yazd Province in the 
east.
Three industrial townships, 
with 10,000 workers and engi-
neers, are operating in the city, 
the expansion of which, espe-cially in the field of new tech-
nologies, would lead to further 

development of the province.
A three-story underground 
city, dating back to the Sassan-
id era, was found in Kuhpayeh, 
which can be turned into a 
large tourism complex. The 
realization of this objective would help generate a fixed 
source of income for the city. 
A research project is present-
ly being implemented in the 
underground city by the city’s 
municipality. 
Head of Kuhpayeh’s Islamic 
City Council Mohammad Ali 
Momenian told IRNA that ef-
forts are made by various or-
ganizations to prepare condi-
tions for further development 
of the city.
He added that the private 
sector supports production 
of handicrafts including no-
qreh-kari (silver-working), qa-
lam-zani (engraving) and mi-
na-kari (enameling). 

“A trade center is being con-
structed next to the main 
square of the city, which can be 
a suitable place for selling the 
handicrafts produced by the 
local craftspeople,” he added.
Referring to the importance of 
the city’s ancient castles as the 
places drawing tourists to the 
city from across the country, 
Momenian said that the Abba-
si Caravanserai of Kuhpayeh is 
presently being used as a ho-
tel hosting a large number of 
guests throughout the year.
He said that the city has four 
ab-anbars (cisterns), the most 
popular of which is called Haj 
Mohammad Jafar. 
He continued that Kuhpayeh 
has abundant land resources 
which are favorable for the es-
tablishment of various infra-
structures, pointing out that 
the vast lands surrounding the 
city can be turned into solar 

and wind energy farms.
“It not only helps produce 
clean energy in the city but also 
generates revenues for the lo-
cal people,” he noted. 
Appreciating the efforts made 
by those involved in the activ-
ities related to the city’s farm-
ing sector, he said that jujube, 
saffron, wheat and barley are 
among the main agricultural 
crops of Kuhpayeh. 
He said that fruitful coopera-
tion made between the city’s 
mayor and some urban organi-
zations of the city helped many projects make significant 
progress.
Momenian stated that the im-plementation of five projects 
are on the Kuhpayeh Munici-
pality’s agenda, including the 
construction of an entrance 
square, a women-only park, a cultural complex, and an artifi-cial grass field. 

The history of metallurgy be-
gins with copper. It is in large 
parts a random outcome, al-
though the proximity to mining 
sources played a decisive role, 
as its three pioneering regions 
Anatolia, Iran and Palestine 
demonstrate. However, the 
road from the exploitation of a 
material to the understanding 
of its properties can be quite 
long.
If native copper was used in 
Anatolia since the 8th millenni-
um BCE to manufacture about 
forty various small objects, 
and later, in the 7th millennium 
BCE, for rolled beads, such as 
the bead from Ali Kosh (Iran), 
or the bracelet of eight beads 
from Mehrgahr in Pakistan, it was first due to its beautiful co-
lour and metallic sparkle, and 
copper was certainly consid-
ered before all as a stone.
From the 5th millennium on, 
the use of copper increased 
markedly and the spectrum 
of objects broadened. In Sialk, 
pins, awls and spirals, probably 

cold-hammered, were found in 
the two layers that precede the 
establishment of Susa. 
Real metallurgy, which uses 
casting in addition to ham-

mering to shape objects, and 
which also transforms the cop-
per mineral to metal through 
smelting, only developed in the 
second half of the 5th millenni-

um BCE, and its impulse seems 
to have come from the Iranian 
Plateau. Here in the highlands, 
Tal-e Iblis and especially Tap-
peh Ghabrestan provide our 
main sources of information as 
to the treatment of the raw ma-
terial. For typological variety 
and the manufacturing tech-
niques of objects, Susa in the 
lowlands is our reference.
It should be mentioned that 
numerous metals exist in two 
forms: A native form, when 
they are already metallic in 
their natural state – as is the 
case for gold, electrum, copper, 
platinum, silver, and native and 
meteoric iron – and an oxidized 
form, when they are in a miner-
al state from which the metal 
has to be extracted by smelting.

Typology of production 
Right from the foundation of 
the city, the inhabitants of Susa 
displayed a great talent for met-
alworking, far superior in num-
ber and quality of manufac-
tured objects to the production 

at other contemporary sites. The most prolific area is the 
Susa I Necropolis, contempo-
rary to layers 27-25 of Acropole 
I: Flat axes, awls, needles and 
mirrors, all made of copper, 
had been deposited in 70 of the 
2000 graves that J. de Morgan 
excavated. 
The ductility of copper was 
cleverly exploited to draw the metal into needles, its reflect-
ing properties were displayed 
by the mirrors, its melting point 
at around 1100°C allowed the 
casting of solid objects, and its 
malleability permitted their re-
working after they were taken 
from the mould.

The Processing of raw 
materials
Ancient metallurgy at Susa 
is only known through its finished products, since no 
workshops have been discov-
ered at the site, or any mate-
rial proof of their existence, 
such as hearths, crucibles or 
moulds.
The analyses carried out by the 
Laboratoire de Recherche des 
Muséees de France show that 
two thirds of the objects from 
the Necropolis consist of very 

pure copper, the only notable 
impurities being arsenic and 
nickel. 
Finding out whether this alloy 
from the Susa I period was in-
tended or not, is not easy, since 
analysis cannot distinguish 
between the casting of native 
copper and the casting of cop-
per obtained through smelting. 
Information about the compo-
sition of available sources and 
contemporary metallurgical 
practices at the sites on the 
Iranian Plateau, however, can 
shed more light on the manner 
in which the metallurgists of 
the 5th and 4th millennia dealt 
with raw materials.

Deposits
Two copper deposits in Iran, 
Talmessi and Meskani, have 
most probably been exploited 
from the Neolithic to the Ear-
ly Bronze Age. They are in the 
Anarak district, in the north of 
the Lut Desert and 200km east 
of Tappeh Sialk. The copper 
from Anarak also contains co-
balt and nickel impurities. At 
present, Talmessi is considered 
the probable supplier of Sialk, 
Susa and Mesopotamia during 
their earliest periods.

Kuhpayeh city has high potential  
for tourism development

Development of metallurgy 

 IRNA

The above is a lightly edited version of part of a chapter entitled, ‘Susa’, from a book entitled, ‘Persian Antiques Splendor’,
edited by T. Stollner, R. Slotta, and A. Vatandoust,  published by German Mining Museum. The photo was taken from the book.

Cross shaped pendant dating back to late 4th millennium BCE



These claims, in the most 
optimistic scenario, are 

the beliefs 
o f  t h e s e 

media. In fact, no agree-
ment has been reached 
between  Tehran  and 
Washington other than 
the prisoner swap and the 
release of Iran’s funds.
After the latest round of 
nuclear negotiations in 
September, the nuclear 
talks have stalled due to 
the US excessive demands.
The Americans were try-
ing to implement the issue 
of prisoner exchange in 
the framework of the nu-
clear negotiations, but Iran 
insisted that these are two 
separate issues. 
Washington’s policy was to exert financial pressure 
on Iran in order to force 
Tehran to give more con-
cessions or withdraw from 
some of its legal privileges.
In this regard, they be-
gan a hybrid war against 
Iran, especially during last 
year’s unrest, when they 
hoped that internal prob-
lems along with external 
pressures would force 
Tehran to retreat from its 
stances.
However, by adopting the 
resistance strategy, Teh-
ran has stood up against 
US pressure. Over the past 
years, Iran’s regional and 
international status has 
improved, and the region’s 
Arab countries, especial-
ly Saudi Arabia, have re-
stored their relations with 
Tehran.
Therefore ,  when the Americans did not find 
any achievements in their 
hybrid war against Iran, 
they retreated from their 
positions and accepted 
that the issue of a prisoner 
exchange should be pur-
sued separately.
The US acquiescence to the 
agreement ahead of the first anniversary of the ri-
ots, which was sparked by 
the death of a girl in police 
custody in Tehran, con-
veys the message that the 
Americans are disappoint-
ed with the effectiveness 
of the opposition move-
ments active in foreign 
countries and the policy of 
creating chaos inside Iran. 
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A checkpoint set up outside MKO’s camp in Tirana, Albania

 TASNIM

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 

Ali Bagheri Kani (R) bumps fist 
with his South Korean counterpart, 

Choi Jong-kun, on the sidelines of 

the nuclear negotiations in Vienna, 

Austria, in January 2022.
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Iran-US deal ...

 International Desk

Iran’s nearly $7 billion 
that was frozen in South 
Korea is reportedly re-
leased and to be soon 
transferred via a dedicat-
ed banking channel.
Mohammad Reza Farzin, 
the governor of the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran (CBI), 
tweeted on Saturday 
that all of Iran’s assets 
blocked in South Korea 
were released and will be 
used in the form of bank-
ing payment to purchase 
non-sanctioned goods 
and commodities, accord-
ing to Fars news agency.
“I take this opportunity to 

thank the currency diplo-
macy team of the coun-
try for their success in 
unfreezing Iran’s assets. 
Undoubtedly, what has 
been obtained is beyond 
the estimations and, of 
course, this trend will 
continue,” the CBI gover-
nor wrote.
Farzin reiterated that 
Iran’s frozen assets had 
been deposited in South 
Korean banks in the form 
of won (the national cur-

rency of South Korea) 
during the late 1990s, 
and the total sum has ac-
crued no interest since 
then. “Nearly $1 billion of 
the asset faced a decrease 

in parity value due to the 
decrease in the parity 
of won to the dollar,” he 
added.
The CBI governor an-
nounced that the released 
assets will soon be depos-
ited into the accounts of 
six Iranian banks in Qatar.
A statement issued by the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry 
on Friday stressed that 
Iran has received the nec-
essary guarantees from 
the US that it will honor 
its commitment under 
the deal on frozen funds.
It also said that Iran will 
determine how to use 
these assets to meet var-
ious needs of the country.

New banking 
channel
Qatari Minister of State 
Mohammed al-Khulai-fi stated on Friday that 
the ongoing negotiations 
between the US and Iran 
regarding a prisoner ex-
change and the release of 
frozen Iranian funds in-
clude the establishment of 
a banking channel.Al-Khulaifi added that 
the  banking channel 
would address sever-
al agreed-upon matters 
among the parties, with-
out specifying the nature 
of these issues, Asharq 
Al-Awsat reported.Iranian officials have stip-
ulated that the transfer 
of frozen Iranian assets 
in South Korea to foreign 
bank accounts is a prereq-
uisite for the release of the five American detainees.
In  press  statements , al-Khulaifi clarified that 
the agreement was pre-
ceded by intensive visits by Qatari officials to both 
Washington and Tehran.
He emphasized that Doha 
has played a “central and 
fundamental role” in facil-
itating negotiations and 
dialogue between the two 
parties.Furthermore, Al Khulaifi 
expressed optimism that 
this move would be fol-
lowed by further steps 
towards reconciliation, affirming that his coun-
try will spare no effort in 
making additional endeav-
ors to bridge the perspec-
tives between the parties.The Qatari official stated 
his hope that the Wash-

ington-Tehran agreement 
would lead to broader 
understandings, including 
a return to the “nuclear 
deal”.

Tehran never left
talks
Highlighting Iran’s unin-
terrupted efforts to nul-
lify the illegal sanctions, 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahi-
an stressed that Tehran 
has not backed out of ne-
gotiations and diplomacy.
In a post on his account 
on X — the social media 
site formerly known as 
Twitter — Amir-Abdol-
lahian said the incum-
bent administration has 
focused on dynamic di-plomacy to fulfill Iran’s 
national interests since it took office in August 
2021, Tasnim news agen-
cy wrote.
The foreign minister un-
derlined that Iran has 
never abandoned the 
course of negotiations 
and diplomacy, but it has 
simultaneously proceed-
ed with efforts to neutral-
ize the illegal sanctions.
“The efforts will go on 
until the achievement of 
ultimate results and the complete fulfillment of 
Iran’s rights,” he stated.
The ministry emphasized 
that releasing the funds 
has consistently been on 
its agenda, noting that 
these funds were “illegal-
ly blocked” under the pre-
text of “overseas banks’ 
concerns about the op-
pressive sanctions of the 
United States”.

Iran’s frozen funds released, 
to be transferred via banking channel

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist
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Iranian MPs meet Hezbollah chief, 
Palestinian parties
A delegation of senior 
members of the Iranian 
Parliament met and held 
talks with the head of the 
Lebanese resistance move-
ment, Hezbollah, as well as 
Palestinian parties in Beirut 
on Saturday.
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, 
secretary general of Hez-
bollah, met with the Iranian 
parliamentary delegation 
led by the Chairman of 
the National Security and 
Foreign Policy Committee 
of the Iranian Parliament 
Vahid Jalalzadeh, IRNA re-
ported on Saturday, citing 

a report by Alahad News 
Network.
The two sides discussed a 
range of issues concerning 
the region and the latest de-
velopments in Lebanon and 
Palestine.
The Iranian delegation had 
also visited the Syrian cap-
ital Damascus.

MKO terrorists planning relocation to Canada: Report
The leaders of the ter-
rorist Mujahedeen Khalq 
Organization (MKO) are 
making arrangements to 
relocate their members 
from Albania to Canada.
The MKO ringleaders have 
reportedly decided to re-
locate their base to Cana-
da following the Albanian 
government’s pressure 
and after the failure of 
their negotiations with 
the Paris government 
over relocation to France.

An informed security 
source told Tasnim news 
agency that the MKO 
terrorists have come 
up with the relocation 
plan after the govern-
ment of Albania and its 
counter-terrorism court 
imposed restrictions on 
the terrorist group fol-
lowing the discovery of 
incriminating evidence 
from their Ashraf-3 camp 
near Albania’s capital 
Tirana.

“The MKO heads are mak-
ing preparations for the 
gradual pullout of their 
members [from Albania],” 
the source said.
The source noted that the 
MKO terrorists have failed 
to obtain France’s consent 
for the relocation of a 
number of their elements 
to a camp in Auvers-sur-
Oise on the northwestern 
outskirts of Paris.
The MKO terrorists have 
employed their lobbies in 

the Canadian government, 
the source noted, adding 
that arrangements have 
been made to relocate the 
MKO elements with tem-
porary Canadian pass-
ports or temporary resi-
dent permits in Canada in the first step.
Last week, the govern-
ment of Albania banned 
Maryam Rajavi, the ring-
leader of the terrorist 
MKO group, from entering 
the country.

Welcome to the 

safe haven of 

embezzlers and 

terrorists.

Albania

FARS – Iranian security forc-
es captured two terrorists 
involved in the martyrdom 
and injury of several mem-
bers of volunteer Basij forc-
es in the Southeastern city of 
Qasr-e Qand on Friday.
Provincial Police Chief 
Doostali Jalilian said on 
Saturday that the detain-
ees were members of the 
so-called Ansar Al-Furqan terror outfit and were ar-
rested hours later in the 
border province of Sistan 
and Baluchestan.

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah (Third-R) 

meets with Iranian parliamentary 

delegation in Beirut, Lebanon, on 

August 12, 2023.

 IRNA

Iran arrests 
terrorists 
involved in 
Friday attack
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Russia thwarted an attack 
by 20 Ukrainian drones 
targeting Crimea overnight, 
the Russian Defense Minis-
try said Saturday.
Fourteen drones were 
shot down by Russian air 
defenses and a further six 
were jammed electroni-
cally, the ministry said in a 
Telegram post, AP report-
ed. No casualties or dam-
age were reported. Kyiv officials neither confirmed nor denied 
Ukraine’s involvement in 
the attacks. Crimea was re-
united with Russia in 2014.
As videos circulated on 
Russian social media Sat-
urday appearing to show 
smoke rising above a 
bridge linking Russia to 
Crimea, the peninsula’s 

Moscow-appointed gov-
ernor, Sergei Aksyonov, 
reported that Russian air 
defense had also prevented 
an attack there by shooting 

down two Ukrainian mis-
siles.
The bridge was not dam-
aged, he said, although traffic was briefly halted. 

An adviser to Aksyonov, 
Oleg Kryuchkov, claimed 
that “a smoke screen was 
put up by special services.”In Moscow, officials said 
Friday they had destroyed 
a drone aimed at the capi-
tal, the latest in a string of 
attacks on the city in recent 
days.
A Ukrainian drone was de-
stroyed over the western 
outskirts of Moscow, De-
fence Ministry said, adding 
there were no casualties or 
damage as a result of the 
incident. In July, Ukrainian 
drone strikes on Crimea 
blew up an ammunition 
depot and damaged the 
bridge across the Kerch 
Strait linking the peninsula 
to Russia’s mainland.
In Ukraine, Russian attacks 

on Saturday killed a police-
man and injured 12 other 
people in the southern 
Zaporizhzhia region.
A man was also killed in 
the Kharkiv region, accord-
ing to local authorities.
Three drones were de-
stroyed over Zaporizhzhia, 
and a missile attack target-
ed Kryvyi Rig, the home-
town of Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky, 
according to Governor 
Sergiy Lysak.
Also Friday, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy announced the firing of all the heads of 
regional conscription cen-
ters, part of his crackdown 
on corruption since the 
outbreak of Russia’s war 
in Ukraine more than 17 

months ago.
The step was taken after 
Ukrainian security services 
presented details of 112 
criminal cases against draft board officials suspected of 
taking bribes and engaging 
in corrupt practices.
Zelenskyy said in a Tele-
gram post that the jobs 
should instead go to war 
veterans, including those 
with injuries.Zelenskyy previously fired senior officials suspected 
of corruption. That has 
sent a signal to Western 
allies providing Kyiv with 
tens of billions of dollars 
in military aid that Ukraine 
is serious about clamping 
down on graft, which has 
long plagued the country’s 
military.

Russia downs 20 drones over Crimea 
following spate of attacks on Moscow

Police and emergency vehicles parked at the side of the wreckage of 

the drone fell near the Karamyshevskaya embankment to the after a 

reported drone attack in Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 11, 2023.

 AP

A bridge and a checkpoint are seen 

on a road towards the region of 

Nagorno-Karabakh, in Armenia,

on July 28, 2023.

 HAYK MANUKIAN/PHOTOLURE
    VIA AP

Niger’s junta supporters take part in 

a demonstration in front of a French 

army base in Niamey, Niger, August 

11, 2023. 

 MAHAMADOU HAMIDOU/
    REUTERS

Armenia calls
for UN help on 
Nagorno-Karabakh

W African regional group 
weighs next steps 
on Niger

Armenia on Saturday 
urged the UN Security 
Council to hold a crisis 
meeting on Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, citing a “deteri-
orating humanitarian 
situation” after accusing 
Azerbaijan of blocking 
supplies to the disputed 
region.
The Caucasus neighbours 
have been locked in a dis-
pute over the enclave – in-
ternationally recognised 
as part of Azerbaijan – 
since the 1980s and fought 

two wars over the territory, AFP reported.
The second, in 2020, saw the defeat of Armenian forces and significant territorial gains for Azerbaijan.
“The Armenian government demands the intervention of 
the UN Security Council as the main organ for safeguard-
ing global security,” Mher Margaryan, Armenia’s perma-
nent representative to the UN, said in a letter to the body.For months, Yerevan has accused Baku of stopping traffic 
through the Lachin corridor – a short, mountainous road 
linking Armenia to Armenian-populated settlements in 
the breakaway region of Nagorno-Karabakh.
In his letter, Margaryan referred to “serious shortages” of 
food, medicine and fuel in the majority Armenian-popu-
lated region of Azerbaijan and cuts in electricity and gas 
supplies. “This situation has led to rising mortality due to 
several illnesses,” said Margaryan, citing patients suffer-
ing from conditions including diabetes and cardiovascular 
diseases.
“The population of Nagorno-Karabakh today stands on 
the edge of a veritable humanitarian catastrophe,” he 
warned, accusing Azerbaijan of “deliberately creating 
unbearable living conditions for the population.”
That, he wrote, amounted to an “atrocity” designed to 
force them from their homes.
Armenia and international aid groups have meanwhile 
been warning that the humanitarian situation in Na-
gorno-Karabakh is dire and deteriorating, with shortages 
of food, medicines and energy.
The two neighbours have been unable to reach a lasting 
peace settlement despite mediation efforts by the Euro-
pean Union, United States and Russia.

West African leaders were 
weighing their next moves 
on Saturday as they seek to 
overturn a military coup in 
Niger that has rocked the 
region but also triggered a 
groundswell of support in 
the country.
Niger’s military last month 
imprisoned President Mo-
hamed Bazoum and as-
sumed power,  drawing 
condemnation from inter-
national powers and rais-
ing the spectre of further conflict in the impoverished 
Sahel region of West Africa which is already overrun by a 
deadly insurgency, Reuters reported.
The regional bloc ECOWAS on Thursday decided to acti-
vate a task force drawing on troops from across the region 
for a possible military intervention to undo what was the 
seventh coup in West and Central Africa in three years.
At stake is not just the fate of Niger – a major uranium producer and key Western ally in the fight against the Is-
lamists – but also the concerns of global powers with key 
strategic interests in the semi-desert zone.
Thousands of people gathered in Niger’s capital on Friday 
to demonstrate in favour of the coup. The rally began at a 
French military base in the capital Niamey, then protest-ers with signs and flags spread onto surrounding streets.
“Long live Russia,” one protester’s sign read. “Down with 
France.... Down with ECOWAS,” referring to the Economic 
Community of West African States.
Regional army chiefs were set to meet in the coming days. 
It was not yet clear how long the ECOWAS force would 
take to assemble, how big it would be and if it would ac-
tually invade. The organisation stressed that all options 
were on the table and it hoped for a peaceful resolution.
Security analysts said the force could take weeks to set up, 
potentially leaving room for negotiations.
Meanwhile, the African Union, the EU, the US and the UN 
all said they were increasingly worried about Bazoum’s 
detention conditions.
The UN Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk on 
Friday said the conditions were “rapidly deteriorating” 
and could amount to a violation of international human 
rights law.

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Pakistan picks 
caretaker PM

Biden’s 
remark on 
China
downplayed

Hawaii fire 
death toll 
hits 80

AFP –  Anwaar-ul-Haq 
Kakar, a little-known 
senator from Pakistan’s 
least-populous province, 
will be caretaker prime 
minister to see the coun-
try through to the next 
election, the leader of the 
opposition said Saturday.“We first agreed that 
whoever should be prime 
minister, he should be 
from a smaller province 
so smaller provinces’ 
grievances should be ad-
dressed,” said Raja Riaz 
Ahmad after a meeting 
with outgoing premier 
Shehbaz Sharif.
Pakistan’s parliament was 
dissolved on Wednesday 
and by law an election 
should be held within 90 
days, but the results of the 
latest census released last 
week means more time 
will likely be needed to 
redraw constituencies.

BLOOMBERG – The White 
House pushed back on 
suggestions that President 
Joe Biden is toughening 
his rhetoric on China, a day 
after he called the world’s 
second-largest economy a 
“ticking time bomb,” saying 
the remarks were consis-
tent with US criticisms of 
Beijing.
“The president is referring 
to the domestic challeng-
es that China has at home, 
and some of those are on 
the economic front. And 
some of those are on the so-
cial and cultural front,” US 
National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby told 
reporters. Kirby said he 
wanted to counter the idea 
that the US had “sharpened 
our language.”

AFP – The death toll from wildfires that destroyed 
swathes of Hawaii this 
week has risen to 80, Maui county officials said Friday.
“The number of fatalities 
is at 80,” the county said 
in a regular update, add-
ing that 1,418 people were 
at emergency evacuation 
shelters.

Australia’s Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese on Satur-
day attacked an opposition 
“scare campaign” against 
his plan to give Indigenous 
people a constitutional right 
to be consulted on laws that 
impact them.
Opinion polls show falter-
ing support for the reform, 
which was proposed by In-
digenous communities to 

give them a so-called Voice 
on policymaking as well as 
recognition in the constitu-tion for the first time, AFP 
reported.
Australians will vote on it in 
a referendum expected in 
mid-October.
An Essential survey of 1,150 
voters released last week 
put the “no” camp ahead for the first time with 47 per-

cent against, 43 percent in 
favour and 10 percent un-
decided.
Other recent surveys in-
dicated the “yes” side was 
slightly ahead despite a 
gradual decline over the 
past year.
To pass, the constitutional 
amendment needs a ma-
jority of votes in favour, 
both nationally and in most 

states.
Albanese said the conserva-
tive opposition Liberal Party 
had been “running a scare 
campaign about the Voice”.
Opposition leader Peter 
Dutton has warned that 
putting the Voice in the 
constitution would “change 
our whole system of govern-
ment”.
But he has vowed to simply 

recognise Indigenous peo-
ple in the constitution if he 
wins government.
Supporters say the consti-
tutional reform enshrining 
a Voice would help address 
the colonial legacy and 
inequalities faced by Ab-
original Australians, whose 
ancestors have lived on the 
continent for at least 60,000 
years.

More than 200 years since 
British settlement and the 
ensuing persecution of In-
digenous Australians, they 
are more likely to be poor, 
undereducated, sick or 
jailed.
But opponents say the pro-
posal is divisive, lacks detail, 
adds unnecessary bureau-
cracy and risks clogging up 
the courts.

 REUTERS

Australia PM condemns ‘scare’ tactics on Indigenous reform



BBC – England captain 
Harry Kane has joined 
German champions Bay-
ern Munich on a four-
year deal, ending his re-
cord-breaking career at 
Tottenham.
The 30-year-old striker, 
who has signed a deal 
worth more than 110m eu-
ros (£95m), leaves Premier 
League Spurs as their all-
time top scorer with 280 
goals in 435 appearances.
In a social media post he 
said he “felt this was the 
time to leave” Spurs.
Kane’s future had been 
uncertain all summer 
because he only had one 
year left on his contract at 
Spurs.
He has won the Premier 
League Golden Boot three 
times – in 2015-16, 2016-
17 and 2020-21 – and 
with 213 goals from 320 
games in the English top flight, needed just 48 more 

to break Alan Shearer’s 
Premier League scoring 
record.
Kane, who is England’s all-
time leading scorer with 
58 international goals, has 
never won a major trophy 
with club or country.
“I’m very happy to be a part 
of FC Bayern now. Bayern is 
one of the biggest clubs in 
the world, and I’ve always 
said that I want to com-
pete and prove myself at 
the highest level during my 
career,” said Kane, who will 
wear the number nine shirt 
at Bayern.“This club is defined by its 
winning mentality – it feels 
very good to be here.”
Bayern Munich claimed 
their 33rd Bundesliga ti-
tle last season – and 11th 
in a row – and have won 
the Champions League six 
times and German Cup on 
20 occasions.
Bayern chief executive 

Jan-Christian Dreesen said 
their pursuit had been 
“a long process” but that 
Kane was their “absolute 
dream player right from 
the start”.“He is a perfect fit for us 
and the club’s DNA in 
terms of both football and 
character,” he added.
“World-class centre for-
wards have always been 
an important factor when 
FC Bayern has celebrated 
its greatest triumphs, and 
we’re convinced that Har-
ry Kane will continue this 
success story.
“Our fans can look forward 
to one of the best goal 
scorers of our time.”
Club president Herbert 
Hainer said the transfer 
required “tenacity, bite 
and perseverance”, add-
ing: “Kane will not only 
strengthen FC Bayern, but 
also be a real asset to the 
entire Bundesliga.”

FIVB U19 World Championship:
Iran left heartbroken by France in the final 
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The Iranian Wrestling 
Federation has picked the 
Greco-Roman team for the 
upcoming Asian Games in 
Hangzhou, China, ISNA re-
ported.
For four members of the 
team the wrestling event in 
the Far East – starting Oc-
tober 4 – will come 10 days 
after their campaigns at the 
World Championships con-
clude in Belgrade, Serbia, 
but the Iranian federation 
has still decided to take a 
full-strength squad to the 
Games.
The Tokyo Olympic cham-
pion, Mohammadreza Ger-
aei, who will be chasing 
a third successive world 
medal in the Serbian cap-
ital, is willing to represent 
the country in the 67kg 
weight class in Hangzhou, 
ISNA wrote, though he 
could be replaced by Saeed 
Esmaeili due to the tough 
weight loss process in the 
buildup to the Games.
Superheavyweight wrestler 
Amin Mirzazadeh, looking 
to improve on last year’s world final defeat, will be 
the favorite to walk away 
with the ultimate prize 
in the 130kg contests in 
Hangzhou, while Moham-
mad-Hadi Saravi, the Ira-
nian 97kg contestant in the 
Wrestling Worlds, will hope 
to add the Games gold to 
his impressive medal haul, 
which includes the Tokyo 
Olympic bronze and the 
2021 world gold in Oslo.
Also an Iranian represen-
tative in Belgrade, Nasser 
Alizadeh will take part in 
the 87kg competitions on 
the back of three successive 
gold-winning campaigns at 
the Asian Championships 
– the last of which came in 
April.
Meysam Dalkhani – a world 
gold medalist in 2021 – 
made his return from a 
long-time injury to win the 
gold in February’s Ranking 
Series event in Alexandria, 
Egypt, and despite missing 
out on a place in the Irani-
an team in Belgrade, will 
be eyeing the coveted 60kg 
gold in October.
Two-time world junior 
champion and a double 
Asian gold medalist Amin 
Kavianinejad (77kg) will 
complete the country’s 
Greco-Roman lineup for the 
Asian Games.

Sport Desk

Iran’s brave run at the FIVB 
Boys’ U19 World Champion-
ship came to a disappoint-ing finish after a 3-1 defeat against France in the final 
showdown in San Juan, Ar-
gentina.
Mohammad Vakili’s boys re-covered from a first-set 25-
22 loss to win the second 
25-16 before France took 
the next two sets 25-18 and 
25-21 for a maiden world 
youth crown.
For the two-time champion 
Iran, meanwhile, it was a 
third silver medal in the his-
tory of the competition and still an improved finish on 
the previous edition, where 
the Asian side settled for a 

third bronze on home soil 
two years ago.
The runner-up spot also 
capped a glittering display 
in the international age-
group events for Iran in 
2023, following a second 
world under-21 crown, 
coupled with the top spot 
at the inaugural Asian U16 
Championship, in July.
Outside-hitter Mathis Hen-
no, who went on to pick 
up the tournament’s Most 
Valuable Player award, con-
tributed with a game-high 
18 points for France, with 
his teammates Joris Seddik 
and Adrien Roure scoring 
16 and 15 points respec-
tively.
Mohammadreza Alejalil 

chipped in 14 points for 
Iran, while Armin Qelichni-
azi (13), Mahan Barzkar 
(11), and Taha Behboudnia 
(10) also finished in double figures.
The French blockers made 
the difference throughout 
the contest as the Europe-
an team registered 18 kill 
blocks against eight for Iran. 
France also outserved Iran 
with six aces – all into Hen-
no’s name –against Iran’s five, though Vakili’s side did 
slightly better in offence 
with 47 successful spikes 
against 46, and in precision 
with 21 unforced errors 
against 26 for France.
Iranian head coach Vaki-
li, for whom it was a sixth 

participation in the world 
youth event, hailed the 
tournament as a “top-notch 
competition”, adding: “The final showpiece against 
France was one of the best 
games that I’ve ever been a 
part of. The fans’ presence 
added to the excitement of 
the match.”
“We dominated our oppo-nents en route to the final 
and gave it our best shot to-
day but I have to say France 
was the superior team,” ad-
mitted the Iranian.
“They did much better than 
us with blocking and that’s 
what ultimately cost us the 
title. I’m still glad we have introduced a group of fine 
players for the future of the 

Iranian volleyball,” Vakili 
added.
There was a bit of consola-
tion for the Iranian boys in 
the awarding ceremony as 
Qelichniazi was named the 
joint Best Middle Blocker 
of the tournament – along-
side France’s Seddik – while 
Morteza Tabatabaei was re-
warded with the Best Libe-
ro prize.
Henno, who shared the Best 
Outside-Hitter award with 
South Korean Lee Woo-jin, 
and Seddik were joined in 
the Dream Team by French 
teammates Thomas Pujol 
(Best Opposite) and Amir 
Tizi-Oualou (France).
Earlier on Friday, South Ko-
rea defeated USA 3-1 (25-

18, 25-19, 21-25, 25-23) in 
the bronze medal contest, 
while Bulgaria – runner-up 
to Poland in 2021 – also 
came out on top in four sets against Belgium for the fifth 
place.
Three successive victories 
over South Korea, Puerto 
Rico, and Colombia had 
seen Iran win Pool C with-
out conceding a single set.
The Iranians then had to 
come from behind twice to beat Serbia in a five-set 
thriller in the knockout 
phase, before a straight-set 
victory over Belgium sent 
Iran into the last-four game 
against South Korea, which finished with a 3-1 win for 
Vakili’s team.

Kane seals Bayern move to end  

record-breaking Tottenham career

Harry Kane poses with Bayern 
Munich’s No. 9 shirt after signing 
for the German club in Munich, 
Germany, on August 12, 2023.

 fcbayern.com

France’s Amir Tizi-Oualou (3) 
sets up his teammate during a 
3-1 victory over Iran in the final 
at the FIVB Boys’ U19 World 
Championship in San Juan, 
Argentina, on August 11, 2023.

 FIVB

The final setback 
still capped 
a glittering 
display in the 
international 
age-group 
events for Iran in 
2023, following 
a second world 
under-21 
crown, coupled 
with the top spot 
at the inaugural 
Asian U16 
Championship, 
in July.

Mohammadreza Geraei is 
expected to be part of the Iranian 
Greco-Roman squad at the 
Hangzhou Asian Games.

 iwf.ir

Iran to go  
all out for  
GR glory in  
Asian Games: 
Report
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Iran to implement ‘Family Health’ 
plan in 59 cities: Minister

Social Desk

The Iranian Minister of 
Health has announced 
the implementation of the 
“Family Health” plan in 59 
cities across the country. 
Under this initiative, in-
dividuals are assigned a unique file based on their 
national code. Family doc-tors maintain these files 
and record patients’ med-
ical conditions, referring 
them to specialized care if 
necessary. Notably, if someone is 
hospitalized through this 
system, their treatment expenses are covered by 
insurance at an impres-
sive rate of 95 percent, as reported by Tasnim News 
Agency.
Minister Einollahi ex-
pressed appreciation for the efforts made by health 
journalists in enhancing 
society’s level of health 
literacy. Journalists play 
a crucial role in address-
ing lifestyle issues and raising awareness about 
topics like increased con-
sumption of high-calorie fast foods influenced by 
Western dietary patterns – contributing to a rise 
in infectious diseases. 

By fostering hope within 
communities, journalists 
strengthen social capital while countering attempts by foreign media outlets to 
erode trust in government 
institutions.
Einollahi emphasized jour-nalism as both an art and 
a mission, highlighting its significance within health reporting specifically. Rec-
ognizing its challenges and often limited profitabili-
ty, he called for improved welfare packages for jour-
nalists including service benefits and supplemen-
tary insurance coverage 
for themselves and their 
families. The minister also acknowledged the role played by journalists as 
storytellers of hope, vital-
ity, and resilience during 
the COVID-19 pandemic while making valuable con-tributions to public health.Reflecting on Iran’s re-
sponse to COVID-19, Einol-
lahi stated that despite 
challenging sanctions sit-
uations, the country suc-
cessfully administered 
1.6 million vaccine doses 
daily. He highlighted the 
achievements made un-
der the current adminis-
tration in controlling the 

pandemic with vaccination 
rates positively impacting 
decreased COVID-19 re-
lated deaths. While Iran 
experienced approximate-
ly 122,000 deaths until December 2021 due to COVID-19, that number reduced significantly to 22,000 since the beginning 
of this year.
Expressing gratitude for healthcare workers’ sacri-fices during these difficult times, Einollahi acknowl-
edged that around 350 
individuals from various 
medical professions, in-
cluding doctors, nurses, 
and service personnel, lost their lives while serv-
ing on the frontline of the 
pandemic.Proudly sharing a notable 
accomplishment, Einol-
lahi revealed that Iran is 
the only country in the region capable of produc-
ing six different types of 
COVID-19 vaccines using 
various platforms. This 
achievement has posi-
tioned Iran ahead of neigh-boring nations in terms of 
health indicators – recog-
nition received from the 
World Health Organization.
Furthermore, the Minister 
highlighted that not only 

does Iran meet its own 
population’s healthcare needs but it has also be-
come a sought-after desti-nation for treatment by in-dividuals from neighboring 
countries. This marks a sig-

nificant shift from pre-Rev-olution times when Irani-ans often traveled abroad 
for medical care.
Einollahi also emphasized cultural factors’ signifi-cance regarding childbirth. 

Despite stable financial 
situations, many individ-
uals choose not to have 
children – a trend that re-
quires attention. The Min-
ister expressed concerns about population decline 

within the country and 
stressed that if this issue is not addressed within the next six years, Iran will 
face severe challenges and move towards becoming 
an aging society.

Maximum heat limit 

for human body identified

Maisa, Eram 

Zoo’s calf, 

doing fine

Scientists have identified 
the maximum mix of heat and humidity a human body 
can survive. 
Even a healthy young per-son will die after endur-
ing six hours of 35-degree 
Celsius (95 Fahrenheit) warmth when coupled with 100 percent humidity, but new research shows that threshold could be signifi-cantly lower, according to 
Science Alert.At this point sweat – the 

body’s main tool for bring-ing down its core tempera-
ture – no longer evaporates 
off the skin, eventually lead-
ing to heatstroke, organ fail-
ure and death.This critical limit, which oc-curs at 35 degrees of what is known as “wet bulb tem-perature,” has only been breached around a dozen 
times, mostly in South Asia 
and the Persian Gulf, as per Colin Raymond of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

None of those instances lasted more than two hours, 
meaning there have never been any “mass mortality 
events” linked to this lim-
it of human survival, said Raymond, who led a major study on the subject.
But extreme heat does not need to be anywhere near 
that level to kill people, and 
everyone has a different 
threshold depending on 
their age, health and other 
social and economic factors, 

experts say. For example, 
more than 61,000 people 
are estimated to have died 
due to the heat last summer in Europe, where there is 
rarely enough humidity to create dangerous wet bulb 
temperatures.But as global temperatures rise – last month was con-firmed on Tuesday as the 
hottest in recorded history – scientists warn that dan-gerous wet bulb events will also become more common.

Social DeskWorld Elephant Day, which is celebrated every year 
on August 12, is named with the aim of spreading awareness about the dan-
ger of extinction of these 

valuable, useful animals in the wild.
Maisa, the offspring of two Sri Lankan elephants, which transferred to Iran a few years ago, now is two 
years old and is under nec-
essary veterinary care and 
regular round-the-clock 
monitoring, according to 
ISNA.
Zoo elephants usually con-sume 60-80 kg of a combi-nation of fruits, vegetables 
and fodder daily and since 
Maisa’s consumption of 

milk is greatly reduced, she eats between 20 and 30 kg of vegetables and fruits daily, as per Mehdi 
Sa’adat, director of Eram 
Zoo.

Autopsy reveals 

Tara’s cause of death
Social Desk

The results of the au-
topsy conducted on a 
4-year-old male cheetah 
in the Turan region have been released, revealing that anemia was the pri-
mary cause of death.
The young male chee-
tah, named Tara, trag-ical ly  passed away 
recently. Tara, son of Talkhab, died due to 
severe anemia caused by leeches. During the 
examination, approxi-mately 30 leeches were 
found attached to the roof of his mouth, with a significant number discovered at the back of his throat, Fars News 
Agency reported.
In Tehran’s autopsy report, it was revealed 
that necrosis had affect-
ed part of Tara’s heart and extensive bleeding 
occurred in 
his cere-bellum 
- lead-

ing to loss of balance. 
Ascites or emphysema 
in the lungs indicated 
heart failure and severe 
ultra-acute anemia re-sulting from weakness likely caused by multi-
ple leeches present in 
his mouth and esopha-
gus.This specific male chee-tah was born in 2019 and initially identified within Turan Nation-
al Park area through 
camera traps operated by Semnan Province’s 
General Environment 
Department.
While there is no avail-able information about Talkhab’s mother and 
her presence has not been captured on cam-
era traps, Faraz, her brother, still resides within Turan National 
Park. The fate and gen-
der status of another sibling named 

Turang remain un-known.The identification pro-cess for Talkhab and her 
family has sparked cu-riosity among wildlife 
enthusiasts and Iran’s 
environmental com-
munity regarding name attribution accuracy. Ini-
tially assigned as Khor-shid in 2016, when she was recognized as an immature cub, along-
side her mother Parieh and brother Faraz, sub-
sequent events led to proper re-identification as Talkhab.
As investigations into 
this unfortunate inci-
dent continue, conserva-
tionists are determined to gain a better under-
standing of circumstanc-
es surrounding Tara’s death while shedding 
light on potential threats faced by cheetahs within Turan 

r e g i o n ’ s 
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tem.
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AP – Italy celebrated the 
return of 266 antiquities 
from the United States, 
including Etruscan vases 
and ancient Roman coins 
and mosaics worth tens of 
millions of euros (dollars), 
that were looted and sold 
to US museums and pri-
vate collectors.
The returned items in-
clude artifacts recently 
seized in New York from 
a storage unit belong-
ing to British antiquities 
dealer Robin Symes, of-ficials said. In addition, 
the haul that arrived in 
Rome included 65 objects 
that had been offered by 
a collector to Houston’s 
Menil Collection, but were 
declined.
The art unit of Italy’s Car-
abinieri paramilitary po-
lice said the owner of the 
collection “spontaneously” 
gave back the items after 
investigators determined 
they had come from clan-
destine excavations of 
archaeological sites, ac-
cording to a carabinieri 
statement.
While the carabinieri said 
the works had been part of 
the Menil Collection, the 
museum said they never 
were. 

Italy gets back 
266 antiquities 
from New York 
seizures 

Iranian film 
wins at Russian 
festival

irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir

 Arts & Culture Desk

Celebrated Iranian con-
ductor and composer 
Ali Rahbari received an 
invitation to lead sym-
phony orchestras during 
the upcoming Shenzhen 
International Festival in 
China, scheduled for lat-
er this year.
Rahbari is set to conduct 
two masterpieces by 

Czech composer Antoní�n Leopold Dvořák and 
Russian composer Pyo-
tr Ilyich Tchaikovsky on 
October 12, 2023, in the 
vibrant city of Shenzhen, 
according to a report 
from IRNA on Saturday.
The China Shenzhen 
Symphony Orchestra, 
through this festival, 
aims to bridge cultural 
divides among nations 

across the globe, as high-
lighted by the festival’s 
directors.
Ali Rahbari, also known 
as Alexander Rahbari, 
extended an invitation to 
the China Philharmonic 
Orchestra to perform in 
Iran approximately six 
years ago. He has previ-
ously led the China Phil-
harmonic Orchestra in a 
remarkable performance 

held in Beijing.
With a history of par-
ticipating in major in-
ternational festivals in 
cities including Vienna, 
Pretoria, Brussels, Ge-
neva, Hong Kong, and 
Caracas, among others, 
the Iranian conductor 
has garnered recognition 
and acclaim on the global 
stage.
The Shenzhen Interna-

tional Festival has be-come a significant event 
in China’s musical land-
scape, attracting numer-
ous artists from diverse 
countries .  Rahbari ’s 
participation is expected 
to add another layer of 
cultural exchange to the 
event, enhancing the fes-
tival’s mission of foster-
ing international under-
standing through music.

 Arts & Culture Desk

ILNA –  The cinematic 
work, ‘Kan Pamenar,’ di-
rected and produced by 
Ashkan Darvishi, was 
awarded the Special Jury Prize at the fifth edition 
of the Patriki Film Festi-
val in Moscow, Russia.
‘Kan Pamenar,’ based on 
a concept by Ashkan Dar-
vishi, sheds light on the 
lives of child laborers in 
the impoverished neigh-
borhoods of Tehran’s ur-
ban outskirts, as well as 
the support for margin-
alized Afghan girls. The film’s closing credits fea-
ture the iconic ‘Sharh-e 
Rozegar’ track with Salar 
Aqili’s vocals. 
Having premiered in the 
Art & Experience Cinema 
chain in March 2023, the film received a warm re-
ception from audiences. 
‘Kan Pamenar’ became 
exclusively available on 
the Iranian streaming 
platform Filimo, starting 
May 22, while providing 
access to viewers.The film boasts perfor-
mances by Siyamak Sa-
fari, Babak Nouri, Alireza 
Ostadi, Neda Hosseini, 
Cyrus Hemati, and Meh-
di Tarokh, with a special 
appearance by Fariba 
Kowsari. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

 Arts & Culture DeskThe animated films ‘Prin-
cess of Rome’ and ‘The 

Elephant King’ are set for 
being adapted into novels, recent reports confirm. 
Hamed Ja’fari, the produc-

er behind these anima-
tions, announced the de-cision to adapt the films’ 
screenplays into literary 

works, IRNA wrote.
Although originating from 
Honar Pooya Animation 
Studio in previous years, these films have main-
tained their captivating 
allure for audiences, sus-taining significant popu-
larity across various plat-
forms.Derived from these films 
and featuring characters 
from the original anima-
tions, secondary prod-
ucts continue to hold ap-
peal among children and 
teenagers. The decision 
to craft novels based on 
these works aims to en-
rich the value chain, en-
hance merchandise, and 
maintain strong connec-
tions with the audience. 
Furthermore, develop-
ments for both ‘Princess 
of Rome’ and ‘The Ele-

phant King’ are underway, 
with gradual updates an-
ticipated.
Ja’fari noted that the ad-aptation of film scripts 
into respective novels will 
be carried out as part of 
the novelization process. 
He also discussed recent 

sessions organized by the 
Institute for Intellectual 
Development of Children 
and Young Adults (IID-

CYA) for the animated film ‘Smart Kid,’ highlight-
ing discussions centered 
on crafting and publishing 
storybooks related to it.
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Iran’s Rahbari to 
conduct Chinese 
orchestras

Two Iranian animations to be adapted into novels

Authors including Zadie 
Smith, Ali Smith and Kath-
erine Rundell have called 
on the Edinburgh Interna-
tional book festival to drop 
any sponsor that invests in 
fossil fuels.
The lead sponsor of the lit-
erary festival, which started 
on 12 August, is investment firm Baillie Gifford. Based 
on calculations by me-
dia outlet The Ferret, the 
company has up to £5bn 
invested in corporations that profit from fossil fuels. 
An open letter signed by a 
group of more than 50 au-
thors and event chairs stat-
ed that these corporations are “making huge profits 
from global disaster, and 

hide behind esteemed cul-
tural institutions, like the 
Edinburgh book festival, as 
sanction for its continued 
operations”.
The letter, which has also 
been signed by journalist 
and author Gary Younge 
and novelist Jessie Burton, 
asks that Baillie Gifford 
stops investing in fossil fuel companies. If the firm does 
not do so, it calls on the festival to find alternative 
sponsors for 2024. If these 
demands are not met, the 
letter asks all authors to 
boycott the festival next 
year, the Guardian report-
ed.
This comes after climate 
activist Greta Thunberg 

pulled out of her scheduled 
appearance at the festival 
earlier this month, accus-
ing Baillie Gifford of “gre-
enwashing”.
G i f f o r d  i s  a n  E d i n -
burgh-based independent 
investment partnership 
founded in 1908. The 

firm supports a number 
of initiatives in the liter-
ary world, including the 
sponsorship of some of 
the UK’s largest book fes-
tivals, including Hay and 
Cheltenham as well as Ed-
inburgh. It also sponsors 
the UK’s most prestigious 

nonfiction prize, the Baillie 
Gifford prize, the most re-
cent winner of which was 
Rundell.
In response to the letter, 
Nick Barley, festival direc-
tor, thanked the authors 
for their letter. “We fully ac-
knowledge your concerns 
about the devastating im-
pact of fossil fuel exploita-
tion on the climate: as indi-
viduals and as a charity we firmly agree. For these rea-
sons we promise to think 
about your letter carefully. 
The last thing we want is to 
let anyone give the impres-
sion we are on opposite 
sides.”
Barley proposed that the 
festival organisers and the 
signatories “talk at the fes-
tival – with each other and 
with audience members 
who share the same con-
cerns.”
A representative from Bail-

lie Gifford told the Guardian that the firm “has nothing 
further to add” to the state-
ment it issued last week 
in response to Thunberg’s 
withdrawal, in which Bail-
lie Gifford partner Nick 
Thomas said the company is “not a significant fossil 
fuel investor”.
However, the representa-
tive went on to say that the firm would like to draw 
attention to the notes at 
the end of the statement, specifically a section that 
reads: “Baillie Gifford de-
scribes its investment style 
as ‘long-term growth’. That 
means they look for com-
panies with the potential to grow significantly over 
a decade or more. These 
companies tend to be using 
technology to provide soci-
ety with progressive prod-
ucts, services, healthcare 
and materials.”

Authors threaten boycott of Edinburgh book 

festival over sponsors’ fossil fuel links


