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Bahr Ghan village of Sepidan

fascinates nature lovers
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( Iranica Desk )

High peaks, beautiful na-
ture, spectacular water-
falls, numerous rivers and
springs have distinguished
Sepidanfrom othercities of
the southwestern province
of Fars.

Bahr Ghan village, located
ontheroadlinking Sepidan
to the provincial capital
city of Shiraz, is a popular
attraction. Its flowing riv-
er, green trees and cool air
absorbvisitors fromacross
the country, especially in
thesummer.

The river flowing in the
village, originating from
the mountains of Sepidan,
is surrounded by walnuts,
plantain and white poplar
trees. With sweetand clear
water, the river caused the
village’s agriculture and
livestock breeding sectors
toprosper.

The average annual tem-
perature of Sepidan, which
receivesmorethan700mm
of rainfall in wet years, is
about15°Celsius.

The pleasure of resting
on the banks of the river
under the shade of green

trees and breathing fresh
air has made Bahr Ghan
village a destination for
naturelovers of Farsandits
neighboring provinces, es-
pecially during the spring
and summer.

The mausoleum of
Imamzadeh Malek, locat-
ed in the village, also hosts
many visitors from various
parts of the country every
year.

The roaring river and
pleasant climate of the
village can help boost its
economyand generatejobs
forthevillagers.

In order to realize the ob-
jective, efforts should be
made to enhance the tour-
ism infrastructures of the
village, situated near the
center of Sepidan, and cre-
ate a comfortable environ-
mentfortourists.

Ali Qasseminejad, a ru-
ral manager living in the
village, which has 1,090
households, told IRNA that
presently the villagers host
tourists from across the
country.

Referring to the large num-
ber of people traveling to
the village, especially in

the spring and summer, he
said thatthe establishment
of some eco lodges is a ne-
cessity.

He added that according to
an ancient document, the
history of the village dates
back 580 years.

“Anumber ofancientadobe
houses remain in the vil-
lage, which, if refurbished,
can host tourists and na-
ture lovers traveling to the
village,” he said.

Fars is among Iranian
provinces that enjoy vari-
ous tourist and historical
attractions. The develop-

ment of tourism has been
proposed as one of the
practical solutions to help
the province diversify its
sources of income. Plan-
ners and policymakers
in Fars Province have at-
tached greatsignificance to
efforts aimed at promoting
thetourismindustry.

The city of Sepidanislocat-
ed in northwestern Fars
Province and has consider-
able potentials in tourism.
It is situated in the heart
of the Zagros Mountains,
which has cold winters
and cool summers. Sepi-

dan’sskiresortis one ofthe
largest ski resorts in Iran,
which coversanareaof500
hectares. The city also has
many tourist attractions
including waterfalls and
museums.

With regard to Sepidan’s
great potentials, provincial
officials have placed plans
on the agenda to intro-
duce it as a special tourism
zone. The officials of Fars
Province have repeatedly
stressed thatthe potentials
of the province should be
exploited to create reve-
nuesandjobs.

Tehran's oldest tower

in awful condition

( Iranica Desk )

The 900-year-old Toghrol Tower
in Shahr-e Rey, which is the oldest
tower in Tehran, is being renovated
forthe third time.

Based on what experts have said,
the shape of this historical site has
been massively changed, given the
fact that the southern gate of the
monument has been wrongly re-
paired, asaresult of which flaws are
obviousinitsappearance.

An official from the Cultural Her-
itage Department of Shahr-e Rey
gave assurance that the renovation
would be undertaken by profes-
sionalartisans.

However, field researchers report-
ed that manual workers are on this
projectwhile underno supervision.
Apparently,thejobhasbeenhanded
to the same contractor who had al-
ready received severe criticism for
its poor handling of the 2,300-year-
old Rashkan Castle in Shahr-e Rey.
Therestorationistakingplacewhile
dampness had seeped through the
interior of the monument, causing
thetowertolean.

However, the construction workers
are only concerned with the materi-

alsnecessarytorenovate the exteri-
or design, while being oblivious to
theinterior ofthe building.

Since the refurbishment is not be-
ing done properly, it has raised sev-
eral questions.

Chairman of the National Commit-
tee of Iranian Museums (ICOM) Ah-
mad Mohit Tabatabaei said that this
renovation must be done under the
control ofthe committee.

He suggested that if the Cultural
Heritage Organization finds any
problems, it should solve it through
legal means.

He highlighted that this tomb be-
longs to Tughril, the Seljuk ruler
whodiedin Shahr-eReyin 1653 CE.
Thisisthefirsttimethatrestoration
ofahistorical workisrecorded.
Moreover, there are photos avail-
able from pre- and post-renovation
ofthismonument.

“It is better to shift this responsi-
bility to the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts,
because of their fixed budget” he
continued.

Henoted, “Thistoweristhe only dis-
covered artwork that dates back to
900 years ago, being the oldest one
foundin Tehranso far”.
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