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Russia’'s Luna-25 probe

crashes on Moon

The Luna-25 probe, Russia’s first
Moon mission in almost 50 years,
has crashed on the Moon after an
incident during pre-landing ma-
noeuvres, Russian space agency
Roscosmos said on Sunday.
Communication with Luna-25 was
lost at 2:57 pm (1157 GMT) on
Saturday, Roscosmos said, AFP re-
ported.

According to preliminary findings,
the lander “has ceased to exist fol-
lowing a collision with the Moon’s
surface”.

“Measures taken on August 19 and
20 to locate the craft and make con-
tact with it were unsuccessful,” the
space agency added.

It said a ministerial investigation
would be launched into the causes
of the crash, without giving any in-
dication of what technical problems
might have occurred.

With Luna-25, Moscow had hoped
to build on the legacy of its Sovi-
et-era Luna programme, marking a
return to independent lunar explo-
ration in the face of financial trou-
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bles and corruption scandals at the
programme and growing isolation
from the West.

The 800-kilogram Luna-25 probe
was to have made a soft landing on
Monday on the lunar south pole -
the first in history.

Russia has not attempted to land on
a celestial body since 1989, when
the Soviet Union'’s ill-fated Phobos
2 probe to explore the moons of
Mars failed due to an onboard com-
puter malfunction.

Roscosmos boss Yuri Borisov had
said the venture would be “risky”,
telling President Vladimir Putin in
June that the probability of it suc-
ceeding was “around 70 percent”.
Luna-25 had been successful-
ly placed in the Moon’s orbit on
Wednesday after being launched
from the Vostochny cosmodrome
in the Russian Far East.

But on Saturday, Roscosmos said
an “emergency” had been detected
during a manoeuvre by the probe
prior to its Moon landing, prevent-
ing the operation from being car-
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ried out.

Luna-25 had been expected to stay
on the Moon for a year, collecting
soil samples and looking for water
- an ingredient enthusiasts hope
could be used to make rocket fuel
for future launches and support po-
tential colonies living there.
Cameras installed on the lander
have already taken shots of the lu-
nar surface.

Doubts have overshadowed Rus-
sia’s long-running space coopera-
tion with the West over its military
campaign in Ukraine.

While Russia has said it intends to
use the International Space Station
until 2028, the European Space
Agency (ESA) has dropped plans to
co-operate with Moscow on Moon
and Mars missions.

Moscow last landed a probe -
Luna-24 - on the Moon in 1976
and then shifted away from lunar
exploration in favour of missions
to Venus and building the Mir space
station.

Landing Luna-25 successfully
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would have paved the way for fur-
ther Russian missions to the Moon,
at a time when India and China are
launching their own probes and the
US returns to manned missions.
India’s competing space probe,
Chandrayaan-3, entered the Moon’s
orbit earlier in August and also
hopes to land on the south pole.
Only Russia, the US and China have
previously achieved a controlled
landing on the Moon.

d the lunar landing spacecraft Luna-25 blasts off
from a launchpad at the Vostochny Cosmodrome in the far eastern Amur region, Russia, on August 11, 2023.
@ ROSCOSMOS/REUTERS

Pakistan’s losses two years after Kabul's fall

’ ‘ By Syed Ali
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Under the patronage of
the US, the Ghani govern-
ment in Afghanistan, along
with the US-trained Afghan
forces, stood as a fragile
barrier against the Taliban.
Ultimately, Ghani fled to the
UAE, taking all his equip-
ment, while the Afghan
Army retreated, finding it-
self confined to Kabul.

The Doha talks were widely
seen as a US defeat, causing
a loss of morale among the
various forces active in Af-

ghanistan under the influ-
ence of the US Army.
Fearing the Taliban’s grow-
ing power, even figures like
the sons of Ahmad Shah
Masood and Dari-speak-
ing commanders of Ma-
zar-i-Sharif excluded Paki-
stan from the Doha talks.
Despite Pakistan’s role
in convincing US former
president Donald Trump
to initiate direct talks with
the Taliban, the Taliban en-
gaged in negotiations with
China, Pakistan, and Iran.
The rapid fall of Kabul
showcased the Taliban’s
effective governance plan
and their ability to inde-
pendently manage their

homeland.

Pakistan’s failure to recover
Afghanistan’s frozen assets
led the Taliban to shift their
hopes away from Pakistan,
turning their focus toward
direct talks with the United
States.

Consequently, Pakistan
found itself distanced from
Afghan affairs, marking a
significant failure in its for-
eign policy. This shift was
partly due to entrusting key
responsibilities to Bilawal
Bhutto, who was perhaps
not the ideal candidate. In
contrast, Federal Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs,
Hina Rabbani Khar, has
played her role effectively.

Chief of the Pakistan Army
General Bajwa initially be-
lieved that it might take a
year or more for the Afghan
Taliban to regain power in
Kabul following the Amer-
ican withdrawal. He also
anticipated strong resis-
tance from the Afghan Na-
tional Army as the Taliban
attempted to capture Kabul.
General Bajwa expected
the international commu-
nity to use this time to form
a comprehensive govern-
ment involving all groups.
This perspective echoed the
emotions displayed by Gen-
eral Aslam Baig during the
US’s first war against Iraq
when he made emotional

and unreasonable state-
ments, considering Saddam
a symbol of resistance.
When President Biden an-
nounced the withdrawal
date for US troops from Af-
ghanistan, US intelligence
claimed that it might take
nine months for the Tali-
ban to seize control of Ka-
bul. However, this assess-
ment was revised in light
of evolving circumstanc-
es, predicting Kabul’s fall
within three months of the
US Army’s withdrawal. The
speed at which Kabul suc-
cumbed to the Taliban ex-
posed flaws in intelligence
analyses by both the US and
Pakistani agencies.

Islamabad couldn’t have
predicted the Afghan Tal-
iban’s return to power
and the resulting security
threat. Pakistan’s prima-
ry expectation from the
Afghan Taliban was assis-
tance in neutralizing the
outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). Yet, despite
the passing of two years,
TTP’s cross-border attacks
have escalated, and the Af-
ghan Taliban has not taken
action against them. The
situation persists as long as
Mullah Haibatullah leads
the Afghan Taliban, keeping
the Kabul government tied
to the Pakistani Taliban’s
support.
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Bomb attackKkills 11
in Pakistan

Eleven labourers were killed in a bomb blast in north-
western Pakistan near the border with Afghanistan, a
local government official said Sunday.

The device exploded after being attached to the vehicle
they were travelling in on Saturday evening, Rehman
Gul Khattak, senior government official for North Wa-
ziristan, said in a statement, AFP reported.

“The labourers were working at an under construction
post for the Pakistan army,” Khattack said.

Amir Muhammad Khan, a senior police official in the
area, confirmed the bomb blast and the number of ca-

“Heartbreaking to know about the terrorist attack in
North Waziristan which claimed the lives of 11 inno-
cent laborers. Strongly condemn this senseless act of

violence and stand in solidarity with the families af-
fected,” caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
posted on X, formerly known as Twitter.

Pakistan has seen a sharp rise in militant attacks since
the Afghan Taliban surged back to power in neighbour-
ing Afghanistan in 2021.

The militant assaults have been focused in regions
abutting Afghanistan, and Islamabad alleges some are
being planned on Afghan soil - a charge Kabul denies.
Pakistan’s home-grown Taliban group, Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP), has waged a growing campaign
against security officials, including police officers.

US, Japan,
Australia plan
jointdrills

The US, Japan and Aus-

tralia are planning a joint
navy drill in the South China
Sea off the western Philip-
pines this week to under-
score their commitment to
the rule of law in the region
after a recent show of Chi-
nese activities in the disput-
ed waters, Filipino security
officials said Sunday.
On Aug. 5, Chinese coast
guard ships used water
cannons against Philippine
vessels in the contested wa-
terway where disputes have
long been regarded as a po-
tential flashpoint and have
become a fault line in the
rivalry between the US and
China in the region.

UKrainian
drones attack
four regions:
Moscow

Russia said
Ukrainian drones had at-
tacked four separate regions
in a flurry of attempted
strikes on Sunday, injuring
five people and forcing two
of Moscow’s airports to
briefly divert flights.
Russia’s Kursk, Rostov and
Belgorod regions, all of
which border Ukraine, re-
ported attempted drone
strikes, while Russia’s de-
fence ministry said it had
jammed a Ukrainian drone
in the Moscow region, forc-
ing it to crash in an unpopu-
lated area.

BC wildfires
intensify,
doubling
evacuations to
over 35k

Forest fires in

Canada’s western province
of British Columbia inten-
sified on Saturday, with the
number of people under
evacuation orders doubling
from a day earlier - a fur-
ther 30,000, as authorities
warned of difficult days
ahead.

The province declared a
state of emergency on Fri-
day to access temporary au-
thoritative powers to tackle
fire-related risks, as out-of-
control fires ripped through
interior British Columbia,
partially shutting some sec-
tions of a key highway be-
tween the Pacific coast and
the rest of western Canada,
and destroying many prop-
erties.



