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Museum of Contemporary Art
hosts impressive collection

As the capital and largest city
of Iran, Tehran is a vibrant and
culturally rich destination that
offersawiderange ofattractions
and activities for visitors. One
of the city’s top destinations for
artlovers is the Tehran Museum
of Contemporary Art, a world-
class museum that features a
vast collection of modern and
contemporary art from Iran and
around the world.

Located in the heart of the city,
the Tehran Museum of Contem-
porary Art is housed in a beau-
tiful building that was once the
palace of the Qajar dynasty. The
museum'’s collection includes
more than 3,000 works of art by
Iranian and international art-
ists, including paintings, sculp-
tures, photographs, and multi-
media installations, apochi.com
wrote.

One of the highlights of the
museum is its collection of
works by famous European
and American artists, includ-
ing Pablo Picasso, Salvador
Dali, and Andy Warhol. The
museum also has a significant
collection of works by Iranian
artists, including Faramarz
Pilaram, Sohrab Sepehri, and
Abbas Kiarostami. The muse-
um’s diverse collection offers a
fascinating insight into the art
ofIranand the world.

In addition to its permanent
collection, the Tehran Museum
of Contemporary Art also hosts
temporary exhibitions featuring
the work of emerging and estab-
lished artists from around the
world. These exhibitions pro-
vide a unique opportunity to see
the latest trends in modern and
contemporary art and discover
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Persian polymath Razi’s legacy in medicine

Complied by
Sahba Saffary

Guest contributor

Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn

Zakariya al-Razi, a ver-
satile Persian physician,
philosopher and alche-
mist, was born in 865 CE
in the ancient city of Rey,
a provincial capital of the
Samanid Empire. He died
there in 925 CE. He is best
known for his contribu-
tions to alchemy, medicine
and philosophy, ethics in

medicine and metaphys-
ics, and authored 184
books and treatises on
these subjects. Razi was
well-versed in the Greek
language and was an ad-
mirer and critic of Galen,
the Roman Greek physi-
cian, surgeon and philos-
opher.

There is little information
regarding Razi’s early life,
but it is written that he
played thelute in his youth
and wrote an encyclope-
dia of music. Unable to
make a comfortable living

withmusic, he changed his
interesttoalchemy.
Asareal chemistand phys-
icist, he performed a great
deal of research and laid
the foundation for scien-
tific chemistry to replace
alchemy, having written
several books and treatis-
es in the field. He discov-
ered and purified alcohol
(ethanol) and pioneered
its use in medicine. The
discovery of ammonium
chloride and other acids is
alsoattributed to Razi.

His achievements are par-

ticularly important in the
history of chemistryforhis
systematic classification
of chemical substances,
chemical reactions, and
the apparatus used in his
laboratory.

In two important books,
Kitab al-Asrar (the Book of
Secrets) and Sirr al-Asrar
(Secret of the Secrets), he
classified matterinto three
categories plant, animal,
and mineral origin. When
asked if he had obtained
the knowledge of turning
iron and copper into gold,
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new artists.

The Tehran Museum of Contem-
porary Art is more than just a
museum; it’s a cultural hub that
offers a range of amenities and
services to its visitors. The mu-
seum has a library with a wide
selection ofbooksonartand cul-
ture, as well as a café where vis-
itors can relax and enjoy a meal
or a cup of coffee. The museum
also has a gift shop where visi-
tors can purchase souvenirs and
gifts.

If you're planning a trip to Teh-
ran and are interested in mod-
ern and contemporary art, you
must visit the Tehran Museum
of Contemporary Art. With its
impressive collection and con-
stantly changing exhibitions,
the museum offers something
for art lovers of all interests.
Whether you're a seasoned art
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enthusiast, or simply looking
for a unique and educational
experience, the Tehran Museum
of Contemporary Art has some-
thingto offer.

To make the most of your visit,
it'sagoodideatoplanaheadand
purchase tickets in advance, as
the museum can get quite busy.
The museum is open every day
except Mondays, and tickets can
be purchased online or at the
museum'’s ticket office.

Overall, the Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art is a unique
and exciting destination that
offers a variety of art and cul-
tural experiences for visitors.
If you're interested in modern
and contemporary art, be sure
to add the Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art to your itin-
erary during your trip to Teh-

ran.

he replied with heretofore
notdescribed appreciation
of the limits of scientific
chemistry: “I understand
alchemy and I have been
working on the character-
istic properties of metals
foran extended time. How-
ever, it still has not turned
out to be evident to me,
how one can transmute
gold fromcopper”

Twenty books and trea-
tises in chemistry, written
in the Persian language
are known to be the work
of Razi. But he stopped
his studies in alchemy be-
cause the chemical exper-
iments caused him an eye
disease.

At age 30, Razi, the great
Persian polymath, be-
gan his medical and phil-
osophical studies and
gained practical experi-
ence as the director of the
Royal Hospital of Rey.
Later; at the invitation of
Baghdad’sruler, he moved
to the city to head its fa-
mous Muqtadari Hospital
for a long time. The same
caliphasked Razitobuilda
hospital, but before doing
so, Razi put fresh pieces of
meat in various places in
the city. Some later time he
checked each piece to find
the least spoiled one and
chose that place as the site
ofthehospital.

Because of his high rep-
utation as a physician,
philosopher and teacher,
students flocked to him
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from all over the Islamic
territories. He was a tire-
less and prolific author in
medicine. About 40 of his
medical books and trea-
tises are still extant in the
libraries and museums of
Iran, Britain, France and
the library of the United

States Congress.
George Sarton, a Bel-
gian-American  chemist

and historian, in his ‘Intro-
duction to the History of
Science’wrotethatRaziwas
the greatest physician of Is-
lamandtheMiddle Ages.

Raziwasapioneerinmany
areas of medicine particu-
larly in the fields of pediat-
rics and infectious diseas-
es. He wrote an immense
medical encyclopedia, a
comprehensive book on
medicine called Hawi or
Kitab al-Hawi Fi al-Tibb
(the Comprehensive Book
on Medicine) consisting
of 23 volumes, containing
many extracts from Greek

and Hindu authors and
clinical observations ofhis

own.
Razi was the first to note
the pupillary reaction to
light. He wrote in the mid-
dle of the iris appears a
hole that contracts when
the light is strong but di-
lates in obscurity. He also
described the operation
forthe cataractand stated:
“I'have split the lower part
of the pupil and have led
the cataractoutward.”

He did animal experi-
ments with new drugs,
noting their effects and
toxicity before adminis-
teringthemto his patients.
A volume of Hawi is dedi-
cated to pharmacology. In-
deed, pharmacy can trace
much ofits historical foun-
dations to the singular
achievements of Razi.

His birthday on August 27
has been adopted as the
Pharmacology and Phar-
macy DayinlIran.



