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‘Wipe Iran, Armenia Off Map’

IRAN DAILY: Armenian-Ira-
nian relations have stood
the test of time, and a new
chapter unfolded after the
2020 Nagorno-Karabakh
(Artsakh) war. What cur-
rent challenges confront
both parties and where do
theirinterestsalign?

VOSKANYAN: The relations
between Armenia and Iran
go back to thousands of
years ago. It should be not-
ed that these relations fit
into the concept of “one civ-
ilization, two nations,” “one
civilization, two states,” and
“one civilization, two reli-
gions,” forging a distinctive
bond. The Armenian-Ira-
nian border stands as one
of the oldest worldwide,
emblematic of friendship,
brotherhood, and peace,
particularly following the
dissolution of the Soviet
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ArmeniaandIran,boundtogetherbythreads
of civilization and history, find themselves
facing fresh challenges in the evolving
regional landscape. Effectively tackling

these challenges demands concerted
collaboration. Qur interview with Professor Vardan Voskanyan, the
head of the Chairof Iranian Studiesat Yerevan State University's Faculty
of Oriental Studies, sheds light on these pressing concerns, exploring
strategies to address them and envisaging the potential horizons for
theadvancementof Armenian-Iranianrelations.

Union. Nonetheless, the af-
termath of the 2020 Azer-
baijani aggression has in-
troduced fresh challenges
for both Armenia and Iran.
Foremost among these is
Turkey’s expanding foot-
printin the South Caucasus,
marked by political, mili-
tary, and economic entan-
glements with Azerbaijan.
This Turkishinfluence pres-
ents formidable obstacles
for both the Republic of Ar-
menia and the Islamic Re-
publicofIran.

Moreover, Turkey’s involve-
ment within the bounds of
Azerbaijan has introduced
supplementary challenges
across various domains. It is
evident that the present-day
Erdogan  administration
pursues a policy aimed at
establishing the “Great Tur-
an,” a two-phase initiative

involving, first, the estab-
lishment of a presence in the
territory of Azerbaijan, then,
theincrease of Turkish influ-
ence in the Turkic republics
of Central Asia beyond the
Caspian Sea. In this sense,
the so-called “Turanian Cor-
ridor” has become one of the
components ofthis plan. The
Turkish presence not only
has the context of promot-
ing the Turkish expansionist
policy but also significantly
refers to Turkey’s member-
ship in NATO. Therefore,
these Pan-Turan aspirations
alsohaveaNATO component
at their core. Consequently,
these Pan-Turan aspirations
evoke apprehension in both
ArmeniaandIran.

Another important circum-
stance should be taken into
account. It is obvious that al-
though Baku and Ankara are
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now actually afraid to speak
about Atrpatakan (north-
western provinces ofIran),in
theirlong-term plansthereis
a clear policy aimed at mak-
ing this ancient Iranian ter-
ritory a part of their expan-
sionist plans as well. Equally
noteworthy is the notion of
“Azerbaijani expansionism”
encompassing  aggressive
policies and military actions
aimed at compromising Ar-
menia’s territorial integrity,
alongside the comprehen-
siveannexation ofthe Repub-
licof Artsakh.

In addition to these chal-
lenges, it is pertinent to
highlight that Baku often
does not hide the support
andassistanceitprovidesto
various terrorist entities in-
side Iran with the objective
of destabilizing Iran’s inter-
nal security. This backing

Professor Vardan
Voskanyan, Head of
the Chair of Iranian
Studies at Yerevan
State University's
Faculty of Oriental
Studies

extends to terrorist entities
in Atrpatakan and other re-
gions. In this regard should
be mentioned the 2022
terrorist attack on the Shah
Cheragh shrine in Shiraz
withitslinks tracingback to
Baku.

Consequently, the current
landscape has necessitated
a recalibration of Arme-
nian-Iranian relations. Be-
yond their historical cama-
raderie, this recalibration
primarily centers on the
shared threats thathave the
potential to undermine the
security of both nations.

In particular, whatare the
areas that Yerevan and
Tehran should give prior-
ity todeepening?
As | previously mentioned,
security should serve

as the fore-
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most axis around which

they should shape a qual-
itatively new phase of Ar-
menian-Iranian relations.
Naturally, these relations
should encompass mili-
tary-political and security
facets. In my perspective,
the establishment of a col-
laborative Armenian-Irani-
anmilitary force holds great
potential for effectiveness.
This joint force could take
the form of a synchronized
and coordinated unit, com-
prising elements from both
the Iranian and Armenian
militaries.

Secondly, it is extremely im-
portant for the
military-po-

litical com-

ponent of Armenian-Iranian
relations to have an anti-ter-
rorist character as well. It is
noteworthy that during the
2020 Azerbaijani aggression
inArtsakh, terroristelements
were introduced to our re-
gion, with Ankara’s involve-
ment being transparent.
Hence, the military-political
sphere of Armenian-Iranian
relations should encompass
the planning and execution
of concerted anti-terrorist
operations. These operations
can be carried out under the
supervision and guidance of
ajointly established anti-ter-




