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Dalahu, a hidden gem nes-
tled 90 kilometers west of 
Kermanshah, the capital 
city of the western province 
of Kermanshah, is capti-
vating tourists with its ex-
traordinary blend of natural 
wonders, rich history, and 
hospitable locals. Currently, 
the town is bustling with vis-
itors as it graciously accom-
modates a significant influx 
of Arbaeen pilgrims.
The Arbaeen pilgrimage, 
also known as Arbaeen 
Walk, is an important reli-
gious gathering observed by 
Shia Muslims. It commem-
orates the martyrdom of 
Imam Hussein (PBUH), the 

third Imam of Shia Muslims. 
The pilgrimage takes place 
annually on the 40th day af-
ter the day of Ashura, which 
marks Imam Hussein’s 
martyrdom. Millions of Shia 
Muslims from around the 
world travel to the holy city 
of Karbala in Iraq to pay their 
respects to Imam Hussein 
(PBUH) and his loyal com-
panions.
According to Farshad 
Mahtabi, the head of the Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts Department of 
Dalahu, it is the sixth town 
that visitors pass through, 
after entering Kermanshah 
to reach the Khosravi bor-
der. It is an important route 
for religious pilgrims travel-

ing to Iraq.
He said that due to the sub-
stantial influx of visitors, the 
town has decided to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity 
to showcase its tourist at-
tractions. As a result, specific 
plans have been developed 
to achieve this objective, 
ISNA wrote.
Dalahu, a vibrant city with 
a rich cultural heritage, 
has earned the prestigious 
title of ‘The National City 
of Tambourine’ due to its 
deep-rooted history and the 
extraordinary skills of its 
people in playing and craft-
ing this timeless instrument.
Referring to the abundant 
natural and historical sites 
of Dalahu, Mahtabi said that 

Piran waterfall, one of the 
tallest in Iran, is a beautiful 
natural attraction drawing 
tourists from all over the 
country to the region every 
year. 
Additionally, he mentioned 
that the roaring Rijab wa-
terfall offers a refreshing 
and picturesque view, mak-
ing it a worthwhile stop for 
pilgrims on their way back 
from their journey.
Yazdgerd Castle, located in 
Zardeh village, is a signifi-
cant historical monument 
in the region. It dates back 
to the Parthian and Sassanid 
eras, making it an important 
site with a rich heritage. The 
castle is renowned for its age 
and robust fortifications, 

making it one of the oldest 
and most fortified castles in 
Iran. The castle holds great 
cultural and historical val-
ues, attracting visitors from 
all around the country.
He said that according to 
local legends, this ancient 
castle was believed to have 
served as a refuge for Yazdg-
erd III, the last Sassanid king, 
during the Arab invasion of 
the region.
The Aboudjaneh Mausole-
um is a prominent tourist 
site in the city, known for its 
distinctive architecture and 
cone-shaped domes. It con-
sists of eight tomb buildings, 
each with its own unique 
design. The mausoleum is 
situated in a vast ancient 

cemetery that spans three 
hectares. According to ar-
chaeologists, these build-
ings have a long history, dat-
ing back to the middle of the 
Islamic period.
The Abdullah ibn Omar 
Mosque of Dalahu is also one 
of the historical mosques in 
the country, dating back to 
the early Islamic period.
“Dalahu is a land of heav-
enly fruits. The orchards 
of figs, olives, and grapes in 
Rijab are known for their 
abundance and high qual-
ity. The town of Gahvareh 
is renowned for its apple 
orchards, which produce 
a wide variety of apples 
known for their exceptional 
taste and quality.

Our human cognition is so 
overwhelmed by “culture” 
that it is almost impossible 
to divest our philosophy 
on culture of cultural influ-
ences. It is difficult for us 
to come up with a precise 
definition of culture, the 
way we cannot figure out 
the genuine boundary of 
the universe surrounding 
us. Human nature gave 
way to culture that grad-
ually became omnipres-
ent in every aspect of our 
notions and actions. Our 
ancestors invented cul-
ture that set them apart 
from other mammals, by 
flouting the laws of na-
ture. Culture is the fruit of 
human self-awareness, 
which was reflected for the 
first time in the prehistoric 
cave drawings, human or 
animal figurines, beads or 
other ornaments. Those 
humans with such cogni-
tive skills could not only 
mastermind a set of elabo-
rate tools and group activi-
ties, but could also express 
their fears, imaginations, 
hopes and admirations for 
their place in the intrica-
cies of nature.
Culture enhanced our 
ancestors’ capability of 
adapting to environmen-
tal change. When humans 
stepped out of the natural 
boundaries of space and 
time, they entered a dy-

namic territory called cul-
ture. Every mammal lives 
in a standard ecological 
niche, whereas humans 
are spread out almost ev-
erywhere on this planet, 
from the North Pole to Ant-
arctica. They have gained 
the capability to break 
free from space and time 
through their culture. Inuit 
gave a new identity to their 
space by inventing a myriad 
of tools and techniques, in 
fact through their cultural 
adaptation to such a frigid 
environment that naturally 
did not favor human exis-
tence at all. The same story 

unfolded on the Iranian 
Plateau where the desert’s 
water scarcity and harsh 
environment do not fit in 
with the humans’ physical 
capabilities bestowed on 
them by their biological 
evolution.
They had to step out of their 
arid space in order to sur-
vive their thirst and hun-
ger. Thus, they developed 
a dynamic water culture 
that established a new bal-
ance between their com-
munities and their natural 
environment. In the heart 
of the desert, thousands of 
water streams sprang up 

and a myriad of green gar-
dens appeared all over the 
landscape, which defied all 
spatial and temporal lim-
itations. Hence, water be-
came part of an inherently 
shared, cross-cultural ex-
perience.
Altogether water is the 
most abundant element 
on the earth and is also the 
most serious problem that 
humans have ever faced in 
the course of their history, a 
problem that used to over-
whelm humans because 
of whether its influx or its 
scarcity. We set foot in the 
world with plenty of water 

that makes up about 80% 
of our body as infant. Some-
where between 70 and 
75% of the earth’s surface is 
covered with water. Hence, 
we are surrounded all the 
way by water in our envi-
ronment and we are also 
awash with water inside 
our own bodies.
For both purposes — pres-
ervation of water for hu-
mans and protection of hu-
mans against water hazards 
— the ancient people came 
to invent a variety of tech-
nologies and systems, each 
of which left a deep histor-
ical impact on human cul-

ture. Hence, water is the only 
chemical substance whose 
footprint is visible through-
out our culture. Almost ev-
ery culture used to worship 
a water deity whose duty 
was to protect water sup-
plies for humans or to safe-
guard the humans against 
water hazards or both.
Water has been engraved 
on Iranian culture so deeply 
that it can be traced back to 
the mysterious seclusion of 
the Sufi monks. For exam-
ple, Ibn Arabi (1165-1240 
CE) gave a metaphorical 
meaning to “water” in order 
to clarify his cosmological 

teachings that had a great 
influence on the Iranian Su-
fism for centuries. He used 
this metaphor to character-
ize the notion of multiplic-
ity in the face of the “Unity 
of Existence”. According to 
his school of thought, water 
exemplifies the pure exis-
tence that is intrinsically 
united but at the same time 
manifested in such multiple 
forms as drops, sea, wave, 
river, moisture, rain, cloud, 
dew, hail, snow and ice. And 
multiple manifestations of 
water — as a metaphor for 
the pure existence — lead 
to the creation of various 
characteristics like purity, 
fluidity, necessity, omni-
presence, freshness, shape-
lessness, transparency, and 
so on. Many Persian poets 
and philosophers later 
echoed this notion that be-
came the cornerstone of 
their mystical interpreta-
tion. 
Water leaked into the philo-
sophical minds attempting 
to find an explanation for 
the existence of universe, 
as described in a Zoroastri-
an philosophy according 
to which water is one of the 
four fundamental elements 
of the creation.
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The above is a lightly edited version of a part of the first chapter of a book entitled “Cultural Dynamics of Water in Iranian Civilization”, written by Majid Labbaf Khaneiki, published by Springer. 
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