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France's sphere of influence
on Alrica waning
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France’s presence in Africa
is “dwindling.” This is what
Iran’s former ambassador
to France believes. The for-
mer Iranian envoy to Libya
has argued that France is
unable to resort to mili-
tary action to quell recent
coups within its sphere of
influence on Africa.

On August 30, just over a
month following a military
coup in Niger, Gabon’s top
military brass orchestrat-
ed a putsch, bringing down
the sitting government. Al
Jazeera reports that eight
coups have taken place in

West and Central Africa
since 2020, affecting na-
tions such as Malj, Guinea,
Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger,
and Gabon.

Gabon’s coup was staged
just a day after the pres-
idential election results
were released, confirming
the victory of Ali Bongo
who secured his third con-
secutive term. But opposi-
tion factions rejected the
outcome as rigged, claim-
ing widespread irregu-
larities. Bongo has been
in power since 2009, suc-
ceeding his father, Omar
Bongo, who presided over
the nation’s vast oil and
mineral resources for 42
years.

The majority of the Central

and West African countries
experiencing coups were
formerly French colonies,
and following their inde-
pendence, they continued
to be tethered to Paris’s in-
fluence in security, politics,
and economy. Despite their
resource-rich status, many
of these nations, includ-
ing Gabon, grapple with
glaring wealth disparities
and inadequate resource
allocation, resulting in a
significant yawning gap
between the ruling elite
and a substantial portion
of the public. In the case of
Gabon, it is estimated that
one-third of its 1.7 million
strong population lives un-
der the poverty line.

Abolqgassem Delfi, former

Iranian ambassador to
France, has told Iran Dai-
ly that while coups have
become a recurring theme
in Africa, the majority of
them in French-influenced
nations before 2000 had
been engineered in line
with France’s interests.
“These coups were either
directly fomented by Par-
is or launched by militias
backed by the French gov-
ernment. However, the re-
cent coups largely diverge
from France’s interests in
these nations.”

Ja’afar Qannadbashi, an
expert on African affairs
and former Iranian am-
bassador to Libya, echoed
a similar stance to Iran
Daily, highlighting the

Thousands of protesters gather in
support of the putschist soldiers in
the capital Niamey, Niger, on August
3,2023. The sign reads “Goodbye
France”
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prevalence of coups as a
“rampant means of regime
change and power trans-
fer” due to the “fragility
of political structures” in
most African countries.
According to Qannadbashi,
apparently legitimate gov-
ernments elected through
democratic processes of-
ten struggle to address on-
going issues, despite abun-
dant resources at their
disposal. Furthermore,
the geopolitical competi-
tion among major powers
in Africa exerts little influ-
ence on these coups.
Drawing upon his visit
to Libreville, the capital
of Gabon, Qannadbashi
explained the gross dis-
parities in wealth and re-
source monopolies among
the ruling elite and their
associates. “Within the
city, there is a dichotomy,
with one part exhibiting
a modernity akin to Eu-
ropean nations, while an-
other segment languishes
in poverty, bereft of basic
needs for a humble life.
While pointing to the
people’s economic dis-
contentment with the
inefficiencies of the Gab-
onese government, Qa-
nnadbashi said that the
primary source of anger
stems from the govern-
ment’s heavy reliance on
France and the latter’s
control over the country’s
decision-making and ex-

ecutive bodies. Therefore,
the military intervened
in response to the peo-
ple’s protests, topping the
government and assum-
ing power. Qannadbashi
asserted that the era of
French post-colonial influ-
ence over African nations
is now dwindling, after
the end of the old colonial
epoch.

Delfi highlighted the per-
sistence of coups in Afri-
can nations, despite inter-
national condemnation,
citing a series of factors
that fuel these recurring
incidents. He pointed to
the coup in Gabon and its
anti-French undertones,
saying: “France had been
in the process of disen-
gaging from Africa in re-
cent years but sought a
face-saving withdrawal
that could protect some of
its traditional interests.”
He noted that France had
realized that maintaining
control over Africa as it
did in the past was no lon-
ger feasible, primarily due
to the financial burdens
imposed and the emer-
gence of new influential
players on the continent,
including China, the Unit-
ed States, and Russia.

In examining the rivalry
among major powers in
Africa, Delfi referred to
the outright confrontation
between Europe, includ-
ing France, and Russia,
the Ukraine war. He hint-
ed that this rivalry might
have extended to Africa,
noting instances where
Russian flags appeared in
the hands of opposition
forces in Niger and Burki-
na Faso before coups and

the noticeable presence of
the Moscow-linked Wag-
ner militia group in Africa.
The fact that the Gabo-
nese coup came hot on
the heels of the putsch in
Niger, raises the question
of whether France or oth-
er African nations would
resort to military inter-
vention to crush the coup
plotters.

Qannadbashi suggested
that even if France har-
bored such intentions, it
did not have the ability to
do so. “Because there are
concerns that military in-
tervention could embroil
the French in protracted
conflicts akin to the quag-
mire of Afghanistan where
the Americans bogged
down. Furthermore,
French authorities worry
that instead of receiving
a warm reception, their
intervention might trigger
resistance from the affect-
ed people.

Delfi also noted that
prevailing international
conditions and domestic
circumstances in France
were not conducive to the
utilization of old methods
of flexing muscles and mil-
itary intervention. He un-
derscored that within an
unspoken and unwritten
reality, France had come to
terms with the notion that,
in the medium and long
term, it could not guaran-
tee a sustained presence
in the nations within its
sphere of influence on Af-
rica. “While Paris strives
to safeguard its interests
in the short term, it is
aware that the era of its
dominance is drawing to
aclose.”
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78 years ago, in the autumn
of 1945, under the leader-
ship of President Ho Chi
Minh, the people all over
the country of Vietnam si-
multaneously rose up and
conducted a general upris-
ing to seize power. By mak-
ing good use of situational
factors and revolutionary
opportunities with careful
preparation, the general
uprising took place very
quickly, with almost no
bloodshed but a huge vic-
tory. Within just 15 days at
the end of August 1945, the
general uprising won com-
pletely, and the government
belonged to the people of
Vietnam.

On September 2, 1945, at
Ba Dinh Square, President
Ho Chi Minh read the his-
toric “Declaration of Inde-

pendence” and solemnly
declared to the whole world
the birth of a new state:
the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam (now the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam).

More than two-thirds of the
century has passed. Many
details of the contents of
the “Declaration of Inde-
pendence” have been stud-
ied and clarified in many
fields. It is a legal document
laying the basis for affirm-
ing the establishment of a
state based on the rule of
law, with the goals of Inde-
pendence, Freedom, and
Happiness. Moreover, the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence also contributed to
the path of human libera-
tion and opened the era of
independence and freedom
for oppressed peoples all
over the world.

The thoughts of President
Ho Chi Minh in the Declara-
tion of Independence have
become motivations for the
entire Vietnamese nation to
overcome all difficulties and
challenges to build up the
country. Vietnam has never

had the opportunity, poten-
tial, position, and interna-
tional prestige like today.

Economically, Vietnam has
been a development suc-
cess story and now is one of
the most dynamic emerging
countries in the East Asia
region. In recent years, its
average growth has been
about 7% per year. Vietnam
has left the group of low-in-
come countries since 2008.
After basically controlling
the COVID-19 pandemic,
from the fourth quarter of
2021, Vietnam’s economy
has reopened and has taken
steps to recover and grow
strongly. In 2022, its GDP
was about $409 billion,
its GDP growth reached
8.02%, and its GDP per
capita was about $4,110.
Its export turnover reached
$371.85 billion, an increase
of 10.6% compared to
the previous year, and its
import turnover reached
$360.65 billion, an increase
of 8.4% over the previous
year. The trade balance sur-
plus was $11.2 billion. For-
eign direct investment in

Vietnam reached $22.4 bil-
lion, an increase of 13.5%
over the previous year.
Vietnam now has trade re-
lations with more than 230
markets and has engaged in
more than 500 bilateral and
multilateral agreements in
various fields, including 17
FTAs.

In the international arena,
Vietnam is a good friend, a
reliable partner, and a re-
sponsible member of the
international community.
From the status of being
isolated and embargoed,
Vietnam has created and
enhanced the foreign policy
of openness, multilateraliza-
tion, diversification, and cre-
ating favourable conditions
for the country’s renovation
and development. Vietnam
has expanded and elevated
its diplomatic relations with
all neighboring countries,
major powers, important
partners, and traditional
friends. On the multilateral
scale, Vietnam is an active
and responsible member of
over 70 important interna-
tional organizations and fo-

rums such as the United Na-
tions, ASEAN, APEC, ASEM,
and WTO.

The high-level foreign ac-
tivities of the Party and
State leaders remain active.
Vietnam Communist Party
has established ties with
247 political parties in 111
countries. Vietnam National
Assembly has relations with
the national assemblies and
parliaments of over 140
countries. Its private orga-
nizations and agencies have

ties with thousands of pri-
vate and non-governmental
organizations from foreign
countries.

Vietnam’s international
status and prestige in the
region and the world re-
main enhanced as it active-
ly and responsibly contrib-
utes to the maintaining of
peace, cooperation, devel-
opment, and progress in
the world. During the past
years, Vietnam has suc-
cessfully organized major
international conferences
and completed many inter-
national tasks as a non-per-
manent member of the UN
Security Council (two terms:
2008-2009 and 2020-2021), the
ASEAN Rotating Chair-

man, and the Host of ASEM
high-level meeting, APEC
Summit, World Economic
Forum on ASEAN, etc. It
has dispatched hundreds
of officers and soldiers to
join the Peacekeeping Or-
ganization of the UN in Af-
rica. Recently, the new de-
velopment of the situation,
especially the COVID-19
pandemic, has impacted all
aspects including politics
and socio-economy. Viet-
nam has timely sent medi-
cal and financial support to
over 50 countries and in-
ternational organizations,
clearly displaying the mot-
to “a responsible member”
in the international com-
munity.




