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Five-month exports
of agro-products rise 19%

The head of the Depart-
ment of Monitoring and
Foreign Trade of the Cen-
tral Organization for Ru-
ral Cooperatives (CORC)
announced a 19% growth
in the export of livestock,

fisheries, agricultural and
food products in the first
five months of the current
[ranian year.

Iran’s export of agricul-
tural and food products
from March 21 to August

22 registered a 3% rise
in weight, and 19% rise
in value, compared to the
same period of last year,
said Rouhollah Latifi, ac-
cording to IRNA.

Of the total volume of

products exported in this
period, 2.86 million tons,
valued at $1.68 billion,
were exported to 15 neigh-
boring states, he said.

The neighboring countries’
share of Iran’s exports

of agricultural and food
products stood at 90% in
weight, and 80% in value,
in the first five months of
the previous Iranian year
(March 21 to August 22, 2022),
Latifi highlighted.
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Iran exported 1.319 million
tons of agricultural and
food products to neighbor-
ing Iraq, valued at $729.6
million, meaning that Iraq
was Iran’s first export mar-
ket in the period.

Shalamcheh-Basra railroad to
connect Iran to Mediterranean:

Minister

Iran and Iraq are de-
termined to complete
the construction of the
Shalamcheh-Basra rail-
road, said Iran’s minister
of roads and urban devel-
opment adding that this
giant project is ‘import-
ant’ for the two countries.
Once the Shalamcheh-Bas-
ra Railroad project is com-
pleted, Iran will be con-
nected to West Asia and
the Mediterranean, which
is promising news, Mehr-
dad Bazrpash emphasized,
Tasnim news agency re-
ported on Sunday.

Iran had previously de-
cided to complete the
construction operation
of the Shalamcheh-Basra
railroad with its own in-
vestment, but since this
giant project was very
important and strategic
for Iraq, the Iraqi gov-
ernment approved about
$200 million for launch-
ing this railroad project

as a joint venture.
Accordingly, it was agreed
that the construction of
the railroad will be car-
ried out by Iraqi inves-
tors, while Iran will carry
out demining 16 kilome-
ters of the rail line, Iran’s
minister of roads noted.
Bazrpash pointed to the
International North-
South Transport Corri-
dor (INSTC) and said that
Iran has taken serious
steps to contribute to the
launch of this strategic
corridor.

After an agreement
reached with Russia on
the construction of the
Rasht-Astara Road, Iran
agreed to complete the
construction operation of
the North-South Corridor
with neighboring Iraq,
the minister added.

Khaf-Herat railroad
Meanwhile, the head of
Afghanistan’s railroad

department visited the
northeastern Iranian city
of Mashhad to coordi-
nate efforts to complete
the final section of the
Khaf-Herat railroad proj-
ect.

Speaking to reporters on
Sunday, Bakht-ur-Rah-
man Sharafat said the
railroad project is pivotal
for both Afghanistan and
Iran as it provide a vital
connection to Europe and
the Indian Ocean.

Iran and Afghanistan
inaugurated their first
joint railroad network in
December 2020 to link
Khaf in northeastern Iran
with the Afghan town of
Rozanak. However, plans
for extending the project
to reach Herat, Afghani-
stan’s third-largest city,
were stalled following
the collapse of the former
US-backed government in
Kabul.

Sharafat said the prima-

ry goal of his visit to Iran
was to form a consor-
tium aimed at complet-
ing the final section of
the crucial railroad line.
The Herat-Khaf railroad,
spanning 226 kilometers,
connects Afghanistan to
Iran’s extensive railroad
network.

The railroad line from
Khaf to Rozanak in Herat
Province has been suc-
cessfully completed, with
the remaining segment
from Rozanak to Herat
city currently being un-
der construction.

The Khaf-Herat railroad
is also a key part of a
2,000-kilometer-long rail
network that spans from
China, passing through
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan,
Turkey, and ultimate-

ly connecting A
with Eu- :
rope.

MP: Crude sales not
tied to JCPOA revival,
sanctions removal

Iran’s incumbent administration has never tied oil sales to

revival of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (jcpPoa)
and removal of sanctions imposed on the country, said a
member of Parliament on Saturday.

Talking to Shana, Hossein Hosseinzadeh added, “Although
sanctions have their own impacts, the current govern-
ment has managed to carry out acceptable measures
through great efforts and determination.”

The country’s oil sales stood at less than 0.5 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) when the current administration took
over,” recalled the lawmaker, “but now we have witnessed
an increase in oil and condensate exports thanks to the
0Oil Ministry’s positive approach and firm decision on pro-

moting energy diplomacy”.

A member of Parliament’s Energy Committee, Hosseinza-
deh continued, “As the oil minister announced, the coun-
try’s oil exports doubled through strong diplomacy under
the harshest conditions possible during the 13th admin-

istration.”

The parliamentarian pointed to expansion of relations
and commercial cooperation with regional and Latin
American countries as other factors behind the hike in
oil production and exports under the incumbent admin-

istration.

The legislator also referred to exports of technical and
engineering services in the energy sector and concluded,
“We should not be ignorant of domestic capacities for de-
veloping, supplying, maintaining, renovating, and rebuild-
ing the oil, gas, and petrochemical fleet.”
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Conference
held on
dryland
agriculture
productivity

IRNA - The Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the
United Nations held the
first national conference
on enhancing productiv-
ity in dryland projects in
Tehran to discuss achieve-
ments within the project
titled “boosting produc-
tivity and unlocking the
potential of dryland agri-
culture.”

The two-day conference
which ended on Sunday
was held in cooperation
with Iranian Ministry of
Agriculture.

China to widen
market access
for service
industry: Xi

REUTERS - Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping said that
China would widen market
access in the service indus-
try and promote cross-bor-
der services trade.
Speaking via video at the
China International Fair
for Trade in Services (CIF-
TIS) in Beijing, Xi said
China would focus on ex-
panding the domestic mar-
ket, increasing imports of
high-quality services and
reforming the country’s
basic data system. Xi said
China will promote the inte-
grated development of high-
end manufacturing and
modern service industries.

Barriers

to export

of Iranian
agricultural
goods to India
lifted
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Obstacles for exporting
Iranian agricultural prod-
ucts to India have been
eliminated, announced the
deputy agriculture minis-
ter on Sunday:.

Alireza Peymanpak added
that thorough the agree-
ments made with the
minister of agriculture of
India, the ground has been
paved for the imports of a
larger amount of the basic
goods for Iran from the
country, according to ISNA.
India is one of the main
food and agriculture ex-
port destinations for Iran
since it is the fifth destina-
tion for Iranian agro-prod-
ucts.

India has bought $33.7
million of agricultural and
livestock products from
Iran during March 2022 to
July 2022.



