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Hydropolitic Security

among states, as well as in international courts and 
arbitration tribunals. Current international rules, 
such as the 1992 European Water Convention, the 
1997 United Nations Water Convention, and the 
2004 Berlin Rules, are based on this theory.
In summary, large-scale dam projects like GAP 
and DAP have far-reaching environmental and 
geopolitical consequences for the region, affect-
ing water rights, food security, environmental 
stability, and migration patterns. The shift from 
the outdated concept of “absolute territorial sov-
ereignty” to the more balanced and cooperative 
notion of “limited territorial sovereignty” is es-
sential in addressing these complex and inter-
connected challenges.

Findings and Effective 
Recommendations
The findings of this report indicate that the im-
plementation of the GAP and DAP projects con-
tradicts customary rules of international envi-
ronmental law and the “Convention on the Law 
of Non-Navigational Uses of International Water-
courses,” as well as conventions such as Ramsar, 
combating desertification, Espoo, and the Stock-
holm Declaration.
Furthermore, due to violations of the “right to ac-
cess clean water” and the destruction of cultural 
heritage, it severely infringes upon international 
human rights rules and the cultural rights of mi-
norities. The international media can counteract 
the media policy of censorship and distortion of 
the consequences of these projects by explain-
ing the dimensions of human rights and environ-
mental rights violations in the GAP and DAP proj-
ects. Simultaneously, by raising awareness and 
advocacy among the public and environmental 
groups, they can hinder foreign investments in 
these projects’ development, implementation, 
and cessation.
Kazemi’s report not only highlights the problems, 
obstacles, and legal violations associated with the 
GAP and DAP projects but also provides important 

recommendations for media programs. Accord-
ing to him, media outlets should consider the fol-
lowing points in their media programs:

1 Clarify the dimensions of human rights vio-
lations, including the violation of the right 

to access clean air and water, resulting from the 
implementation of the GAP and DAP projects.

2 Explain the reasons for Turkey’s non-mem-
bership in the 1997 United Nations Conven-

tion (the New York Convention) from a legal perspec-
tive.

3 Produce documentaries on TV regarding 
the environmental and human rights impli-

cations of GAP and DAP projects, with the partici-
pation of prominent domestic and international 
experts.

4 Elaborate on the dimensions of cultural 
rights violations of the Kurdish minority 

within the framework of the Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage.

5 Analyze negative media coverage regarding 
the drying of Lake Urmia and their silence 

regarding the consequences of the DAP project 
on drought in northwest Iran.

6 Collaborate with Iranian, Iraqi, and Syrian 
television networks to produce joint docu-

mentaries about the GAP project and with Arme-
nia regarding the DAP project.

7 Explain the role of the GAP and DAP projects 
in Turkey’s hydro hegemony and its pros-

pects.
8 Describe how uncontrolled dam construc-

tion on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers 
leads to drought in Iraq and Syria and violates the 
human right to “access to clean air and water,” 
emphasized in the International Bill of Human 
Rights, which is a customary rule, and is manda-
tory for all countries.
This issue is crucial because among the 23 mil-
lion people residing in the Euphrates River Ba-
sin, only 31% live in Turkey, while the remaining 
44% are in Iraq, and 25% are in Syria.

Based on the findings of a study, the 
implementation of the ambitious GAP 
project (constructing dams on southern 
rivers) by Turkey has resulted in signif-
icant unfavorable environmental con-
sequences in some regional countries 
such as Iraq and Syria.
Three countries, namely Turkey, Syria, 
and Iraq, which share the drainage ba-
sins and catchment areas of the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers, have been com-
pelled to construct dams and control 
water flows within their territories due 
to their increasing dependence on the 
water from these rivers. Among these, 
Turkey, positioned upstream compared 
to its southern neighbors, requires a 
significant amount of water from the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers for the de-
velopment of agriculture and industry 
in its southeastern Anatolian region 
through the Southeastern Anatolia 
Project (GAP). This has led to a consid-
erable reduction in the water outflow to 
Syria and Iraq by constructing numer-
ous dams on these two rivers within 
Turkey’s borders.
The reduction of water in the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers since the implementa-
tion of this plan has caused substantial 
harm to the environmental security 
of Iraq and Syria. These damages have 
resulted in unfavorable political, eco-
nomic, and social consequences for 
both countries. Furthermore, this issue 
has given rise to doubts about Turkey’s 
political objectives in recent decades, 
leading to tensions and conflicts among 
the three nations. The consequences, 
whether intended or unintended, have 
also affected Iran’s environmental is-
sues, including the influx of dust parti-
cles.
Based on this context, “Yashar Zaki” and 
“Seyed Soroush Asadollahi” have con-
ducted research using a descriptive-an-
alytical approach and library resourc-
es. They seek to answer the question: 
“What impact did the hydropolitics of 
the GAP project have on the environ-
mental security of Iraq and Syria, and 
what are Turkey’s objectives in imple-
menting this plan?”
The phased implementation of the GAP 
project in recent decades has resulted in 
various environmental consequences, 
including water pollution, the extinc-
tion of rare flora and fauna species, in-
creased desertification, soil salinity, the 
drying of wetlands and ponds, and the 
production of dust particles in Iraq and 
Syria. It appears that Turkey, relying on 
this project, aims to establish hydro he-
gemony in the region.

Water Instead of Oil in the 
Modern Era
One of the primary concerns of any 
political entity about large-scale land 
management is environmental man-
agement, especially of non-renewable 
environmental resources. Nowadays, 
water resources have transformed into 
one of the most fundamental sources of 
conflicts in the 21st century, capable of 
being the source of many global trans-
formations. In this context, the obsta-
cles to water supply and the intensity 
of demand have become crisis-prone 
issues.
This vital resource, referred to as a tool 
of competition between nations, can po-
tentially lead to tensions and conflicts, 
particularly among countries facing 
water scarcity. The importance of this 
matter is such that some theorists and 
experts in the field of political geogra-
phy refer to the current era as the era of 
hydropolitics (policies based on water).
They believe that water resources are 
among the foundational factors of geo-
political crises, as competition between 
countries for shared water resources 
and access to freshwater sources can 
lead to efforts by nations to achieve 

national security and reduce regional 
conflicts. Adequate water resources for 
a country imply development in agricul-
ture, sufficient food, economic growth, 
and public welfare.
Water security is particularly relevant 
in arid and semi-arid regions, and it’s 
closely related to national security. Wa-
ter is one of the most significant indica-
tors of security in Western Asian coun-
tries. Nowadays, it is being positioned 
as an essential resource, gradually re-
placing oil, and it is both a factor of ten-
sion and division as well as cooperation 
and collaboration in the Western Asian 
region.
For this reason, one of the most import-
ant issues concerning international 
relations and defining the borders of a 
country relates to rivers that flow be-
tween one or two countries as the pri-
mary sources of freshwater. There are 
more than 200 international rivers in 
the world. The range of interactions be-
tween nations regarding the exploita-
tion of these shared water resources 
encompasses a wide spectrum from 
harmony and complete cooperation to 
discord and conflict.

Objectives of the GAP Project
The utilization of the phases of the 
Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP) 
in the past decades has had significant 
impacts on Turkey’s economic, politi-
cal, social, and environmental domains, 
as well as on downstream countries. In 
this study, using the theoretical frame-
work of the regional security complex 
“Barry Buzan,” the authors have exam-
ined Turkey’s objectives. In this study, 
using the theoretical framework of the 
regional security complex “Barry Bu-
zan,” the authors have examined Tur-
key’s objectives in implementing the 
Southeastern Anatolia Project on the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, along with 
its political, economic, and social impli-
cations.
The results of this research indicate that 
Turkey, Iraq, and Syria, as major actors 
in the Tigris and Euphrates river ba-
sins, which are situated within the same 
geographical region, have formed a hy-
dro-political security complex. Changes 
in the hydro-political pattern of the up-
stream country have led to alterations 
and consequences in downstream 
countries. The evaluation of environ-
mental effects reveals that the GAP proj-
ect’s implementation is not confined to 
the internal governance of individual 
countries; it holds transboundary re-
percussions.
Therefore, linking water security to 
water resources outside a country is, 
in essence, tying a part of national se-
curity to the region. The absence of col-
laborative management structures and 
governance of surface and groundwater 
resources can transform the utilization 
of these resources into a source of crisis 
between nations.
In the execution of this project, nation-
al water needs are met, but it appears 
that the project’s political goals are 
more pronounced, or at the very least, 
it can be inferred that this project has 
the potential to be used as a coercive 
tool against downstream countries 
(Iraq and Syria). It can be employed 
to leverage water against their oil re-
sources, establishing a winning card.
It seems Turkey aims to solidify its 
power over neighboring countries as a 
“hydro-power” by gaining control over 
water arteries. Given that the Western 
Asian region lies within the belt of aridi-
ty, experiencing recurrent droughts and 
reduced rainfall in recent years, the fi-
nal utilization of the GAP project’s dams 
has led to Iraq and Syria, as downstream 
countries of the Tigris and Euphrates 
river basin, being devoid of the environ-
mental consequences’ protection.

Environmental Consequences 
For Regional Countries

Iran Daily  Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023


