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US dollar to
be removed
from regional
tourism
exchanges

The governor of
the Central Bank of Iran
(cBI) announced that the
dollar will be removed
from tourism exchanges
between the countries of
the region.

Currently, Iran’s trade
transactions with other
countries are generally
carried out in the euro,
dirham, yuan, ruble, ru-
pee, and dinar currencies,
CBI Governor Moham-
madreza Farzin said on
Saturday.

Tourism and non-com-
mercial transactions are
made with the dominant
currencies of the euro and
the US dollar.

He further added that
removing the US dollar
from non-commercial
and tourist transactions
occurred for the first time
in the country during the
Arbaeen March this year.

Iran attends
first SCO
official meet

Following the ap-

proval of Iran’s full mem-
bership in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(Sco), a delegation from
the country participated
in the 40th session of the
Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS) Council
of the organization in As-
tana on Friday.
The participants appreci-
ated the efforts of region-
al countries in combating
terrorism and extremism,
and paid tribute to the
victims, forces, and mili-
tary commanders includ-
ing the martyred General
Qassem Soleimani.

UN, Iran rally forces
against sandstorms

C International Desk )

Countries in the Middle
East, Africa, and Asia must
work together to combat
sand and dust storms made
increasingly severe by cli-
mate change, the United Na-
tions and Iran said Saturday.
“Cooperation is key. I urge
you to use your time in Teh-
ran to build partnerships,
increase cooperation, and
commit to practical action,”
UN chief Antonio Guterres
said in a video broadcast to
representatives of around
50 states and 15 organiza-
tions, according to AFP.
Opening the International
Conference on Combat-
ing Sand and Dust Storms,
Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raeisi called on countries
in the region to create “a
fund” to pursue common
solutions.

Raeisi expressed dissat-
isfaction that developed
countries favor industrial
development and the de-
velopment of their military
tools, which is “cruelty to
humanity and the environ-
ment”.

He further said that the
implementation of UN res-
olutions on environmental
issues must be guaranteed
in some way, IRNA wrote.
Environmental preservation
must not be influenced by

political issues, he noted be-
cause, otherwise, it would
not bear any fruit.

Not stopping at
agreements

Also speaking at the first
International Conference
on Combating Sand and
Dust Storms in Tehran on
Saturday, the head of Iran’s
Department of the Environ-
ment said the incumbent
Iranian government will not
stop at signing agreements
on combating sand and dust
storms, and will take action
in this regard.

Ali Salajegheh noted that
July 12 was named last year
as the International Day of
Combating Sand and Dust
Storms upon Iran’s propos-
al, IRNA reported.
“Considering that we saw
55 countries directly ex-
posed [to sand and dust
storms (SDS)], we invited
all of them [to participate
in this meeting], and today,
their representatives are
present,” said Salajegheh
during his opening remarks
at the conference. He point-
ed out that 15 international
institutions were also pres-
ent at the summit.

“Based on the latest data, it
has been determined that
Turkmenistan, Armenia,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Azer-
baijan, and Iran are more
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exposed to [sDs] than other
countries,” he said, express-
ing hope that the final state-
ment of the meeting would
lead the way forward.

He also criticized the Unit-
ed Nations for allowing the
“cruel sanctions” imposed
unilaterally by the Unit-
ed States against Iran to
damage cooperation with
Iran on SDS and called on
the UN to fulfill its respon-
sibilities in protecting the
environment and combat-
ing SDS.

More cooperation
needed

According to meteorolo-
gists, sand and dust storms
are expected to increase in
countries most vulnerable
to climate change.

“About two billion tons of
dust enters the atmosphere
each year, affecting more
than 350 million people,”
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization Assistant Direc-
tor-General AbdulHakim
Elwaer told the meeting.
The people most affected are

“farmers and those whose
income depends directly on
natural resources,” he said.

Iran, co-organizer of the
two-day gathering, is one
country where such storms
are increasingly numerous,
particularly in the southeast
desert region of Sistan and
Baluchestan, where rare
wetlands are drying up at
an alarming rate. This has
caused diplomatic tensions
with neighboring Afghani-
stan, which Tehran accuses
of considerably reducing the

volume of water in the Hel-
mand (Hirmand) River, which
flows through both countries.
To its west, Iran is also co-
operating with neighboring
Iraq to combat the effects of
sand and dust storms.
“Fortunately, we have
reached some very good op-
erational stages with Iraq,”
Ali Salajegheh said at the
conference.

He added that “ground and
field operations” were due to
start in six provinces in both
countries.

Any geographic change in region ared line
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C International Desk )

Assuring Armenia of Iran’s
opposition to any alteration
to regional boundaries,
President Ebrahim Raei-
si said Iran is prepared to
play “an effective role” as
a “powerful neighbor” to
prevent regional clashes or
geopolitical changes.

After being briefed by Ar-
menian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan about the
latest developments in the
Caucasus, Raeisi reaffirmed
Iran’s support for the terri-
torial integrity of all region-
al states, according to Tas-
nim news agency.

In particular, reference was
made to the deepening
humanitarian crisis in Na-
gorno-Karabakh as a result
of the blocking of the La-
chin Corridor, the accumu-
lation of Azerbaijani troops
around Nagorno-Karabakh,
the tendencies of increas-
ing tension on the Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan state bor-
der, the Prime Minister’s
Office said in a readout.

The Iranian president
stated, “We believe that
regional issues need to be
resolved through dialogue
among regional countries.
We are seriously opposed
to foreign countries gaining

a foothold in the Caucasus
region.”

The president also ex-
pressed Iran’s readiness to
contribute to the settlement
of disputes via diplomatic
negotiations.

He further hailed the
growing economic coop-
eration between Tehran
and Yerevan, saying Iran is
prepared to broaden eco-
nomic and trade ties with
Armenia and expedite the
implementation of bilateral
agreements.

For his part, Pashinyan
praised Iran for its effective
and constructive role in
establishing, maintaining,

and strengthening regional
peace, stability, and securi-
ty.

He expressed his willing-
ness to hold urgent discus-
sions with the president of
Azerbaijan, aimed at reduc-
ing tensions, the readout
said.

Pashinyan also expressed
appreciation for Iran’s
stances on the Caucasus
and briefed the Iranian
president on the economic
cooperation between the
two neighbors and efforts
to speed up the implemen-
tation of bilateral deals con-
cluded during his visit to
Tehran in November 2022.

Military to improve long-range missiles

( National Desk )

Iran is pursuing the en-
hancement of its 2,000-km-
range missiles, according
to a senior official from the
Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC).

“Today, we are pursuing
to improve the quality and
capabilities of our mis-
siles within the range of
2,000 kilometers, like the
recently-unveiled “Fat-
tah” hypersonic missile,”
IRGC’s Deputy Command-
er for Operations Abbas
Nilforoushan said in an in-
terview with Tasnim news
agency.

The IRGC’s Aerospace Force
in June unveiled the Fattah

hypersonic missile, which
boasts an impressive range
of 1,400 kilometers, attains
speeds of Mach 13-15, and
possesses the ability to
penetrate and neutralize
anti-missile defenses.

“The Fattah missile is no-
table for its high speed,
reaching Mach 13-15, and
its maneuverable warhead,
which allows it to adjust its
trajectory towards the tar-
get, Nilforoushan said.
Iran has long defined a
2,000-kilometer range as a
benchmark for its missiles.
The official emphasized
that Iran has the technolog-
ical capability to increase
missile range, but such
advancements are deter-

mined based on operational
doctrines and threats. As of
now, the directive is setata
2,000-kilometer range.
The commander explained
that the country categoriz-
es its missile systems into
three speed classes: sub-
sonic (below the speed of
sound), supersonic (with
speeds ranging from 1.2 to
5 Mach), and hypersonic
(exceeding 5 Mach).

It is clear that the Fattah
missile and potential fu-
ture models are designed
to counter the Israeli an-
ti-missile systems, which
Iran possesses detailed
knowledge of their capabil-
ities, Nilforoushan said.
“Certainly, the Fattah mis-

sile and the forthcoming
models under development
are poised to impose sub-
stantial financial burdens
on the Israeli regime,” he
added.

The official emphasized
that the existing missile de-
fense systems of the Israeli
regime are ill-equipped to
counter this new threat,
despite their claims of hav-
ing hypersonic defense ca-
pabilities.

[ranian military experts and
engineers have in recent
years made remarkable
breakthroughs in manu-
facturing a broad range
of indigenous equipment,
making the Armed Forces
self-sufficient. Iranian offi-

cials have made clear that
the country will not hesi-
tate to strengthen its mili-
tary capabilities, including
its missile power, which are
entirely meant for defense.

Iran’s deadline to Iraq
Elsewhere in his interview
with Tasnim, Nilforoushan
talked about Iran’s poten-
tial response if Iraq fails
to fulfill its commitments
to address the presence
of separatist groups in the
Kurdistan Region, saying
his country expects coop-
eration from its brotherly
country.

“We expect brotherhood
from our brothers in the
Kurdistan Region. Shelter-

ing terrorists in the region,
who have become a source
of operations against our
country, is neither in line
with the logic of brother-
hood, nor the principles of
good neighborliness,” the
commander said.

“After several rounds of
negotiations, Iran finally
signed an agreement with
both the central Iraqi gov-
ernment and the Kurdis-
tan Region, which has a
set timeframe ending on
September 19. Iran re-
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mains committed to every
aspect of the agreement,
adhering strictly to its
terms without deviation.
The expectation is that the
other party would similar-
ly abide by the terms of the
agreement, just as the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has
upheld its commitments.
Failure to do so would re-
sult in a return to the pre-
vious state of affairs, and
Iran is compelled to safe-
guard the interests of its
nation,” he concluded.



