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A seemingly A seemingly 
impossible impossible scenarioscenario

Azerbaijan to Iran as  
Ukraine to Russia

In recent days, the Republic of Azer-
baijan has significantly intensified 
its political and military pressures. 
In the political arena, the Azerbai-
jani Minister of Foreign Affairs has 
repeatedly threatened Armenia, 
stating, “If Armenia continues its un-
cooperative approach to the Zange-
zur Corridor project, Baku will pur-

sue its Plan B to open this corridor. Azerbaijan will continue its 
activities in this route through Plan B, and even if Armenia does 
not participate, it will still be implemented. However, in that case, 
Armenia would simply be excluded from the list of beneficiaries.”
In the military domain, there is ample evidence that the Republic 
of Azerbaijan is intensifying its military readiness in the region. In 
recent days, numerous videos have surfaced depicting the move-
ment of military units, equipment, and weaponry of the Azerbaijani 
army and the mobilization of their forces, showcasing their combat 
readiness.
Most reports indicate intense activity by the Baku Air Force in re-
locating equipment and ground forces along the Armenian border. 
Furthermore, the observation of cargo planes departing from oc-
cupied areas suggests the movement of weapons to various points 
within the Republic of Azerbaijan.
In the span of three weeks, four transport flights, operated by Silk 
Road Airlines, using the Ilyushin IL-76TD aircraft with registration 
4K-AZ40, have been conducted from the Republic of Azerbaijan to 
Israel. During the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War, Silk Road Air-
lines also served as the primary aerial logistics route for Baku to pro-
cure weapons from Israel.
Two flights took place on the 15th and 29th of August, and two more 
flights on the 1st and 2nd of September (just a few days ago and coinciding 
with the start of the Azerbaijani army’s movements). The destination for all 
four flights was the Ayouda Airbase in Israel, located approximately 
60 kilometers from the city of Eilat.
Amidst the tensions in the Azerbaijani region, the visit of Turkey’s 
new Foreign Minister to Iran and his meetings with Iranian officials 
contained significant points that should not be overlooked. While 
Iran’s stance and red lines regarding regional developments have 
previously been transparently articulated by the esteemed lead-
ership and the honorable President, it’s essential to acknowledge 
that the issues raised by Foreign Minister Fidan are part of a broad-
er discussion. Erdogan had explicitly stated at the beginning of the 
current summer during his meeting with Aliyev that “the opening of 
the Zangezur Corridor is an issue with Iran, not Armenia, and Iran’s 
approach in this regard is a source of discomfort for both Azerbaijan 
and Turkey.”
It seems that Aliyev has fallen into a cognitive error regarding the 
Islamic Republic of Iran’s role in the developments in the north-
ern Aras region. Turkey, NATO, and the Zionist regime, which have 
placed him in this position, are pursuing a repetitive scenario: trans-
forming Azerbaijan into a speed bump and a dirty wound for Iran, 
similar to Ukraine’s role for Russia. However, what these actors 
have overlooked is Iran’s regional influence and its spiritual pene-
tration among the people of Azerbaijan. Although, in recent years, 
the authorities in Baku have attempted to downplay this influence 
through coercion and force, it remains an undeniable reality. If Baku 
continues on its erroneous path, it may lead to significant social and 
political transformations in the country in the near future.

there also hinges on separate 
negotiations involving Art-
sakh, Azerbaijan, and Russia. 
Regarding Armenia, partic-
ularly in the Syunik region, 
Azerbaijan must consider the 
stances of Iran and other glob-
al players. This multifaceted 
geopolitical landscape adds to 
the complexity of the situation, 
making it quite precarious. 
Simultaneously, there is the 
possibility of initiating new 
military operations in both 
directions, but at the moment, 
behind-the-scenes diploma-
cy appears to be more active. 
It’s important to note that the 
war, in whichever direction it 
starts, naturally also creates an 
opportunity to open a second 
front in the other direction”, 
-says expert. He also under-
scores that Azerbaijan has re-
ceived steadfast support, both 
in the past and presently, from 
Turkey, further exacerbating 
the situation.
Regarding how Armenia can 
prevent a war, Petrosyan 
highlights the limited tools 
at Armenia’s disposal. “The 
primary and most reliable 
means is Armenia’s military 
potential, which could deter 
Azerbaijan from initiating a 
new war. However, the military 
balance has not yet been fully 
restored. Another avenue cur-
rently being pursued involves 
active political steps on the 
diplomatic front, including 
intensified negotiations. In 
recent days, there has been a 
notable increase in diplomatic 
efforts, especially on the part 
of the Republic of Armenia. 
The Armenian Prime Minister 
has initiated several telephone 
conversations, including with 

the President of Iran, and mes-
sages have been dispatched to 
international organizations 
and UN Security Council mem-
ber states. It’s worth noting 
that there haven’t been active 
contacts with Russia in this 
regard, possibly due to recent 
tensions between the two 
countries, at least at the propa-
ganda level. However, this sit-
uation may also be influenced 
by Russia’s recent behavior 
and the perceived ineffective-
ness of Russia’s actions during 
previous escalations. Never-
theless, initiating a dialogue 
with Russia is important in or-
der to fully leverage diplomat-
ic channels to their maximum 
extent’’- mentions Petrosyan. 
When discussing Armenia’s 
expectations from its allied 
and friendly countries, partic-
ularly Russia and Iran, the ex-
pert highlights the following: 
“Armenia naturally expects 
Russia to limit Azerbaijan’s 
military aggression. However, 
recent events have shown that 
Russia has faced challenges 
in achieving this goal. This is 
influenced by several factors, 
including the strong Azer-
baijan-Turkey alliance and 
Russia’s strategic interests 
in maintaining a balanced re-
lationship with this alliance. 
Additionally, Russia seeks to 
avoid escalating tensions in 
the region and inadvertently, 
its approach may put pressure 
on Armenia, leading to conces-
sions.
In the case of Iran, Armenia’s 
key expectation is for Iran to 
affirm its position on the invio-
lability of regional borders and 
the preservation of territorial 
integrity. Armenia hopes that 
Iran will demonstrate its will-
ingness to take concrete steps 
to promote these principles. 
Essentially, if Iran consistent-
ly advocates for its position, 

it could significantly 
deter Azerbaijan’s ag-

gressive actions in 
the Syunik region 

as well”. Azerbaijan is actively working to 
advance its own agenda in relation to Armenia and 
Artsakh by heightening the likelihood of a new 
war and establishing the essential political and 
informational groundwork for such an eventuality. 
Furthermore, even in times of diplomacy and 
negotiations, Azerbaijan retains the option of 
implementing its plans through military means.
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