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A new biography of Elon 
Musk, published yesterday, 
details how he went from 
being a bullied kid in 
South Africa to a business 
magnate overseeing 
billion-dollar businesses. 
Although Musk is widely 
thought to be “a rule-
breaking visionary who 
helped lead the world 
into the era of electric 
vehicles, private space 
exploration and artificial 
intelligence,” his dazzling 
career has not been 
spotless. The eccentric 
billionaire has come 
under fire for his business 
strategies, manipulating 
stock markets, harsh 
work conditions in his 
companies, and many, 
many rash comments 
on Twitter, now X, and 
ill-advised feuds with 
respectable figures. His 
online persona, mixed 
with numerous ill-natured 
deeds raise a critical 
question: Is Elon Musk a 
scientist or a showman?
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